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CLOSING PANEL
Alternative Ownership Models

SPEAKERS

Malik Yakini: D-town farms

Lisa Johanon: Central Detroit Christian

Sonia Brown: Auntie Na’s

Rosie DeSantis: Detroit Community Wealth Fund
FACILITATOR 

Ryan Myers-Johnson: Sidewalk Detroit 

6:00 - 7:00pm



Small Businesses Creation 



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1THdCn3zi3q

Ft8NAzyqidbevOIdtXzrBH/view?usp=drives

dk

Neighborhood Art School & Live Coal Gallery 











Humble Beginnings

Auntie Na’s House stands at the corner 

of Yellowstone and Elmhurst on the 

Westside of Detroit.  Over the past 50 

years, this house on Yellowstone St. has 

sheltered 5 generations of Auntie Na’s 

family through the rise, fall, and rebirth of 

the city of Detroit. Through it all, we have 

maintained, we have survived, we have 

rebuilt, and we have struggled to bring 

the ‘unity’ back to our ‘community’. As 

one of the last intact and inhabited 

structures on our block, Auntie Na’s 

House has been a solid rock in the floods 

of time.



Auntie Na's Village is proud and honored to 

announce being chosen by Lowe's as a 2022 

Lowe's Hometown Grantee. The much-needed 

funding will be used to renovate the Food 

Pantry to better service the community.

With the COVID pandemic affecting our community, we shifted our focus and efforts to 

the food box program in which we have been delivering food boxes to about 350 

families. This program is ongoing and feeding the community will continue to be a part 

of the mission of the village through the Nutrition House and community garden. Both 

of these projects are ongoing and will be focused on proper nutrition and cooking 

practices for all of our community members. In order to make the Nutrition House a 

reality, we were able to fundraise $50k that was matched by the Michigan Economic 

Development Coalition. Also during the past few months, we were able to start our 

walking path project. This walking path will allow the children of the neighborhood to 

get active in conjunction with our playground area. With the virtual team’s support, we 

were able to get financial support for our project as well as resources to get the project 

moving. Special thanks to Kresge, University of Michigan, Wayne State University, 

University of Detroit Mercy, our Donors, and all of the volunteers that has helped us 

get to this point. We could not have done it without you.



In a recent article published by the MSU Nursing News, clinical students from the Michigan State

University’s College of Nursing Accelerated BSN program talked about their time in the Village and how it

has impacted their views on the roles nurses play in a community. Student Fouziah Tabateh said "Public

health nursing is something I wouldn’t have foreseen myself getting into; however, after my time at Auntie

Na’s, I gained a new appreciation and could see myself going into that field,”. “My whole reason for going

into nursing is because of my compassion for my community, it is made me consider going into public

health in the future.

The Village and the community 

benefits when there are 

partnerships formed with local 

agencies. They increase their ability 

to serve and support because 

everyone gives and receives. To 

view the entire article, go to 

Students, Detroit agency partner to 

support low-income communities | 

MSU College of Nursing

https://nursing.msu.edu/about-us/news/news-articles/students-detroit-agency-partner-support-low-income-communities
https://nursing.msu.edu/about-us/news/news-articles/students-detroit-agency-partner-support-low-income-communities
https://nursing.msu.edu/about-us/news/news-articles/students-detroit-agency-partner-support-low-income-communities


Recently, Auntie Na's Village was 

interviewed by a journalist from the 

Nonprofit Journal Project. The 

Nonprofit Journal Project is ​an 

initiative inviting nonprofit leaders 

across Metro Detroit to contribute 

their thoughts via journal entries on 

how COVID-19 has affected their 

work in terms of racial injustice and 

inequality, issues of climate change 

and more are affecting their work-

and how they are responding.





Detroit Black Food Security Network

in the City of Detroit’s Rouge Park



DBCFSN believes in a food sovereign Detroit



DBCFSN operates the seven-acre D-Town Farm 

in the City of Detroit’s Rouge Park



We grow more than 36 different fruits, 

vegetables and herbs.



The Detroit Food Commons is being developed by DBCFSN 

and Develop Detroit, Inc. on Woodward at Euclid.

To RSVP please email tjackson@realtimesmedia.com



Construction of Detroit Food Commons is 85% complete!

















CLT 
Members   

29

Community Leadership Team (CLT)

● Charlotte Blackwell, Brilliant Detroit 

● Audra Carson, Izzie LLC 

● Jeff Jones, Hope Village Revitalization 

● Ali Lapetina, Women of Banglatown

● Miriam Smith East Davison Village Block Club 

● Crystal Simmons, Sunnyside Block Club

● Sheri Burton, Midwest Civic Council of Block 

Clubs 

● Sabrina Luvene, Esper Street Block Club

● Deanna Stewart, Equity Alliance 

● Sharlene Burris, Kenyatta Block Club 

● Katrina Watkins,Bailey Park Neighborhood 

Development

● Erik Paul Howard, The Alley Project

● Lisa Rodriguez, Urban Neighborhood Initiatives



visit our website: 

detroitmi.gov/jlgplanning

get in touch: 

Tommie Obioha
Engagement Strategist with Sidewalk Detroit 

email: tommie@sidewalkdetroit.com
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