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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 March 9, 2017

3 At or about 6:30 P.M.

4

5               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Good evening.

6               ATTENDEES:  Good evening.

7               COMMISSIONER BELL:  We can try a little bit.

8     Good evening.

9               ATTENDEES:  Good evening.

10               COMMISSIONER BELL:  I want to make sure we are

11     live and well out there; all your smiling faces.  I'm going

12     to call the meeting to order.  And I am Willie Bell, the

13     Chair of The Board of Police Commissioners from District

14     Four.  And we're going to ask our very own Commissioner

15     Edgar Vann for an invocation, please.

16               COMMISSIONER VANN:  May we pray.

17               (Invocation given by Commissioner Vann)

18               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Commissioner Vann.

19               And I'm going to start with my right with the

20     commissioners introducing themselves.  But before I

21     engage in that I want to give an opportunity to my Vice

22     Chair -- correction, immediate past chair, Lisa Carter,

23     District Six, and also Commissioner Burton -- that's

24     overlapping districts, is that correct? -- to bring

25     greetings at this particular time for -- on behalf of the
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1     Board for hosting the meeting in this particular

2     location.

3               MS. CARTER:  Thank you, Commissioner Bell.

4               Good evening everyone.

5               ATTENDEES:  Good evening.

6               MS. CARTER:  My name is Lisa Carter.  I am the

7     commissioner for District Six, and I'd like to welcome you

8     all to District Six.

9               Wayne County Community College has a special

10     place in my heart.  I graduated from Wayne County

11     Community College after I graduated from high school.  So

12     I attended Wayne County Community College for two years

13     after I graduated high school.  So Wayne County Community

14     College has a very special place.  And I'm glad to be

15     here tonight, and thank you all for coming out.

16               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  Commissioner

17     Burton.

18               COMMISSIONER BURTON:  I'm Commissioner Burton,

19     District Five.  I'm happy to be here.  My district is

20     actually a few blocks away from here, but I'm glad to be

21     here at this time.

22               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  And before we

23     start introduction of the commissioners, since we're in

24     this great facility I think it's only proper at this time

25     to introduce the vice-president of the downtown campus,
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1     Ms. Yvette McElroy Anderson.  Would you care to take the

2     mic and share any remarks you might want to make?

3               MS. ANDERSON:  Good evening.

4               ATTENDEES:  Good evening.

5               MS. ANDERSON:  My name is Yvette McElroy

6     Anderson.  I am the vice-president here at the downtown

7     campus.  And own behalf of our chancellor, Dr. Curtis L.

8     Ivery, our Board of Trustees, and the downtown campus

9     president, Ms. Denise Shannon, we welcome you to the

10     downtown campus.

11               We invite you to visit our website, to see our

12     course offerings and our continuing education programs.

13     We are on our way to the 50th anniversary, and we want

14     you to also experience the transformation of Wayne County

15     Community College over the past decade and all of the

16     positive initiative programs and improvements that we've

17     made.  And we'd like to welcome you.  Thank you.

18               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you for hosting us.

19     And we have two or three other high ranking Wayne County

20     officials.  Would you introduce them?  And some of them we

21     know real well, but I think it would be proper to give

22     their proper title and positions here at Wayne County

23     Community College.

24               MS. ANDERSON:  Yes, forgive me.  We have our

25     faculty lead of criminal justice, the Criminal Justice
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1     Program, Professor James Jackson is here with us.

2               (Applause)

3               MS. ANDERSON:  And we have a former police

4     commissioner and professor, Mr. George Anthony.

5               (Applause)

6               MS. ANDERSON:  Where is --

7               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Mr. Vann in the back.

8               MS. ANDERSON:  Oh, yes, Government Relations.

9     Our Government Relations Officer for Wayne County Community

10     College, Edgar Vann, III.

11               (Applause)

12               MS. ANDERSON:  All right.

13               COMMISSIONER BELL:  I think you're related to

14     Commissioner Vann.  Okay, any others?

15               MS. ANDERSON:  I don't -- I was wondering is

16     Chief Muhammad -- yes, Chief Muhammad is here.  The lead of

17     our district police authority for the district, Chief

18     Darrick Muhammad is here also.  Let's give him a round of

19     applause --

20               (Applause)

21               MS. ANDERSON:  -- since he's being

22     boots-on-the-ground for us.  We thank and we welcome you,

23     and we hope you have a great program here tonight.

24               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  Appreciate it.

25               Commissioners, we're going to start the
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1     introduction to my far right.

2               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you.  And I'm so

3     pleased to be here.  This is very close to the neighborhood

4     that I grew up in, Southwest Detroit.  Born and raised

5     there and still a Detroiter.  Thank you for welcoming us

6     tonight.  It's a beautiful facility.  I love coming here

7     for meetings, and do often.  I'm Commissioner Eva Garza

8     Dewaelsche, At-Large.  Thank you.

9               COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  I am Commissioner Derrick

10     Sanders, At-Large, and I am glad to be here.  I have plenty

11     of jobs around Wayne County.  I come pass by here all the

12     time, so I didn't know it was so pretty and gorgeous in

13     here.  Man, it's lovely.

14               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  I'm Elizabeth Brooks, and

15     this is my area.  I'm at the Riverfront Apartments.  So

16     thank you so much for having us here.  We really appreciate

17     it.

18               COMMISSIONER BELL:  And to my left the Vice

19     Chair.

20               COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Good evening.  My name is

21     Ricardo Moore, Vice Chairman of the Detroit Board of Police

22     Commissioners.  I represent District Seven, which is the

23     westside of Detroit.  It's good to see each and every one

24     of you here this evening.  Thank you.

25               COMMISSIONER BURTON:  I'm Commissioner Willie
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1     Burton.  I represent District Five.  The youngest

2     commissioner in America.  And I look at my colleagues on

3     this board, so I go to each one of them for their

4     leadership and their guidance throughout this four years.

5     So it's been a challenge.  I definitely admire the work

6     from Bishop Vann and Commissioner Crawford.  And to my

7     right we call him Remo, Commissioner Moore, the Vice Chair.

8     And our Chairman, Mr. Bell.  Great leadership.  Great

9     talent here.

10               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

11               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, good evening and

12     welcome to our meeting.  My name is Reggie Crawford.  I'm

13     the commissioner of the Third District.

14               COMMISSIONER VANN:  Good evening.  I'm

15     Commissioner Edgar Vann of the Second District, and I have

16     a great affinity to Wayne County Community College.  A very

17     good friend of Chancellor Ivery's.  And I do have somebody

18     that has a head about as big as mine who works here, in the

19     back, Director of Government Relations.  And so I'm here as

20     part of him as well.

21               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioner Vann, I want to

22     say that young man has come a long way.  He's a Morehouse

23     grad.  I had an opportunity to visit him in his senior year

24     there -- junior year.  So you have arrived, but you're

25     still striving.  Thank you for --
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1               And I see no stranger to DPD, and that's

2     professor here, Deputy Chief James Younger.

3               (Applause)

4               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Appreciate you.  And I want

5     to make sure that -- is George Anthony -- he is our former

6     secretary to the board.  Not a commissioner, but a

7     secretary to the board for long-standing, and did an

8     outstanding job.  I want to make sure he -- and he's

9     serving full-time here.  And he welcomed us not too long

10     ago to Wayne campus.  And also Inspector James Jackson,

11     head at the academy quite sometime.  He participated on the

12     forum.  So that's why we wanted to return in that criminal

13     justice, just like Commissioner Carter indicated, back in

14     1902 -- I mean, ah, she graduated from Wayne County

15     Community College like so many others.

16               And I see a good friend of mine.  She heads the

17     African American Studies Department, and that's Dr. Ella

18     Davis.  A strong church member.  Stand up Dr. Ella Davis.

19               (Applause)

20               COMMISSIONER BELL:  If you want to know anything

21     about African American history that is the lady to take a

22     class with.  She has done an outstanding job over the

23     years.  And I just want to say, thank you for coming out

24     this evening.  I appreciate that.

25               I'm going -- since we're introducing, I'm just
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1     going to pause and say to my far left, he needs no

2     introduction, and that's the Chief of Police James Craig.

3               (Applause)

4               COMMISSIONER BELL:  And we we're going to move

5     right into -- we have excused absent Commissioner Conrad

6     Mallett, At-Large.  And Commissioner Richard Shelby from

7     District One is not going to be with us this evening.

8               Mr. Hicks, do with we have a quorum?

9               MR. HICKS:  Yes, Mr. Chair.  You have nine

10     members present; and, therefore, you have a quorum.

11               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  At this time I'm

12     going to ask the Board to approve the agenda for this

13     evening's meeting.

14               COMMISSIONER VANN:  So moved, Mr. Chair.

15               COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Second.

16               COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly moved and

17     seconded.  Discussion?  Those in favor aye.

18               THE BOARD:  Aye.

19               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

20     carried.

21               The next item will be the approval of the minutes

22     from March 2nd, 2017.

23               COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So moved.

24               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Second.

25               COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly moved.
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1     Discussion?  Those in favor aye.

2               THE BOARD:  Aye.

3               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Motion carried.

4               Mr. Hicks, the Board secretary, would you

5     introduce the staff of the Board of Police Commissioners,

6     please.

7               MR. HICKS:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Just before I

8     get to them I do want to indicate that Sergeant Quinn is

9     taping the meeting.  Media Services is providing the audio

10     visual support for the evening.  Donna Williams is the

11     court reporter who is sitting over in this area here.  And

12     Robert Brown, who would normally be sitting here, is

13     standing over there; who is a member of our staff.  And

14     then, of course, we have representing the Board Ms. White,

15     who is with our policy section.  Ms. Johnson is with our

16     policy section.  And then I'm going to go to Chief Drake

17     who will introduce members of her staff.

18               CHIEF DRAKE:  Pamela Davis Drake, for the record.

19     With us today is Supervising Investigator Zulla Nelson, and

20     also Supervising Investigator Lawrence Softburn.  Thank

21     you.

22               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  Is that the staff

23     complete?

24               MR. HICKS:  Yes.

25               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay, thank you.  Good to see
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1     your staff here with us here this evening.

2               And Mr. Brown is standing because if you want to

3     take advantage of the two minutes at the end of our agenda

4     Mr. Brown is going to circulate some cards.  Write your

5     name on the card and we'll give you an opportunity.  As you

6     see by the agenda you'll have an opportunity to address the

7     Board at that particular time, and will call you up.

8               I introduced Chief Craig.  If Chief Craig would

9     introduce staff of DPD we would appreciate it.

10               CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I just want

11     to start out, it seems like we have a lighthearted evening.

12     So I know one of the commissioners indicated he was the

13     youngest commissioner in the United States.  And I guess as

14     a police chief of a major city I would probably be, as I've

15     been referred to from all the states, I'm the oldest police

16     chief.  Now I thought I would get a lot of people that said

17     not exactly.  Not at all.  Thank you.  Thank you.

18               Any way, I'm going to go ahead and start with

19     First Assistant Chief Stair.  And if we would just go

20     around.

21               DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Celia Washington, Legal

22     Advisor.

23               DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Renee Hall, Deputy Chief,

24     Patrol East.

25               COMMANDER WILSON:  Marlon Wilson, Commander of
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1     Major Crimes Division.

2               COMMANDER THOMAS:  Johnny Thomas, Commander of

3     Twelfth Precinct.

4               CAPTAIN BALINSKI:  Captain Balinski, Passports

5     Administration.

6               COMMANDER KYRIACOU:  Commander Nick Kyriacou,

7     Tenth Precinct.

8               CAPTAIN MILES:  Octaveious Miles, Captain,

9     Eleventh Precinct.

10               COMMANDER SIMS:  Deshaune Sims, Commander of

11     Personal Affairs.

12               CAPTAIN TORRES:  Donna Torres, Captain,

13     Communication Operations.

14               CAPTAIN PATTERSON:  Darrell Patterson, Captain,

15     Metropolitan Division.

16               COMMANDER BARREN:  Commander Elvin Barren,

17     Metropolitan Division.

18               COMMANDER BETTISON:  Commander Todd Bettison,

19     Chief Liaison.

20               CAPTAIN WALTON:  Steve Walton, Captain.

21               CAPTAIN SZILAGY:  Darin Szilagy, Captain, Third

22     Precinct.

23               COMMANDER DECKER:  Eric Decker, Commander, Ninth

24     Precinct.

25               COMMANDER WALTON:  Whitney Walton, Commander,
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1     Fourth Precinct.

2               UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  -- unintelligible --

3               CAPTAIN LEACH:  Timothy Leach, Eleventh Precinct.

4               COMMANDER PRITCHETT:  Jacqueline Pritchett,

5     Commander, Eighth Precinct.

6               CAPTAIN BLISS:  Mark Bliss, Captain, Fifth

7     Precinct.

8               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Chief, is that it?

9               CHIEF CRAIG:  That should be it.

10               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay.  I think we're going to

11     have to do some fact checks on these so-called honorary

12     positions, counselor.  Seniority.  They probably are.  And

13     being the youngest we have to really -- we're in this state

14     of now checking the facts.  We're reporting out at our next

15     meeting if that is the case with the youngest and then the

16     longest serving.  But I think that -- as you well know, I

17     like a light subject in terms of a little laughter is good

18     for the soul.  And we take our issues so serious sometimes

19     we forget.

20               Do we have any elected officials or

21     representatives, or any elective officials in this

22     evening's meeting.

23               MS. KINDLE:  Yes.  Valerie Kindle, City

24     Councilperson for Harper Woods.

25               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Harper Woods.  Oh, adjacent
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1     to my eastside neighborhood.  Yes, thank you for coming

2     out.  Now where is Harper Woods.  I love you.

3               MS. KINDLE:  More in line with your district.

4               COMMISSIONER BELL:  I love you.  You're in

5     involved with the NAACP, you said.

6               MS. KINDLE:  Second Vice President.

7               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Second Vice President of the

8     Harper Woods/Grosse Pointe NAACP.  And I have attended a

9     couple of meetings.  You're doing a great job.  In fact,

10     it's good to see you here representing Harper Woods at this

11     time.

12               MS. KINDLE:  Thank you.

13               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  Any others?  Any

14     precinct delegates or any organization leaders that you

15     would like to introduce yourself?

16               (No response)

17               COMMISSIONER BELL:  So if not I assume that we're

18     all very important people here this evening, and I want to

19     thank you for coming out.  We really appreciate that.

20               The next item would be my report.  And I'm going

21     to make it brief.  I just want to announce that we had the

22     opportunity to attend the council hearing on the budget,

23     presenting out the budget for the Board of Police

24     Commission Monday at 2:00.  And I want to thank the staff

25     for their participation.



3/9/20173/9/2017

Page 16

1               I think overall it went extremely well.  There

2     was no hard questions.  There was no major issue in terms

3     of the budget that I'm aware of, and there was a good

4     dialogue in terms of coming forward.  And thereafter Chief

5     Craig and his team presented the DPD budget.  And we as

6     Board of Commission was pleased, more than pleased, to

7     approve and endorse the DPD budget and the dialogue with

8     the commissioners.  But the chief might want to elaborate

9     in his own way in reference to what we underway in terms of

10     budget and in terms of dealing with public safety.  And I

11     think, as you well know, the council are very very

12     important in terms of the role they play with public

13     safety, and especially the budget.  So we're looking to a

14     positive outcome.  Nothing to be taken away.  If they want

15     to add, so be it.  That'll be a plus plus.

16               The other item I want to mention is that there

17     is an announcement of Crain's Detroit Business concerning

18     one of our police commissioners.  Conrad Mallett, Jr. has

19     been named interim CEO of DMC Huron Valley-Sinai

20     Hospital.  So that is quite an achievement in terms of --

21     they do a search.  But he's serving in that capacity, and

22     that might be the reason why he's not here this evening.

23     Thanks for sharing this with us.  We want to commend

24     Commissioner Mallet for his ongoing role.  As we know

25     about health care, it's on the table throughout.
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1               The other item that came about in our last week

2     board meeting, several commissioners chimed in on it, in

3     that we need to respond to a major issue concerning issues

4     in Detroit.

5               I'm going to ask Commissioner Dewaelsche to

6     respond to that.  And she probably will be offering a

7     motion to that effect.  But I think this is something that

8     is dear to her heart.  We're all concerned about it, and we

9     want to address it.  Commissioner Dewaelsche.

10               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you.  Thank you,

11     Commissioner.

12               At our last board meeting -- or at our last

13     police commissioner meeting we had a couple of people that

14     came from Southwest Detroit.  Some of our leaders from the

15     community came and kind of gave us an overview of some of

16     the things that are happening to our immigrant community,

17     and especially our undocumented immigrant community in

18     Southwest Detroit and how there is a lot of fear.  You

19     know, especially the leaders.  People want to know what is

20     the policy of the police department, of the city.  What

21     kinds of ways can we support, you know, our community to

22     let them know they should not be fearful to take their

23     children to school, to go to church.  And we're hearing

24     that these things are happening right now here in our

25     community.
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1               And I was just so very pleased that the

2     commission was so responsive.  I sent an email to the Chair

3     of the Board and asked if we could have an evening meeting

4     in the future to talk about these issues.  And he just

5     right away said, let's do it right away.  Because the

6     concern is happening right now let's address it and let's,

7     you know, try to make the community feel reassured.  So we

8     were -- we're asking -- and I am going to make a motion

9     tonight to see if we could have our May -- I'm sorry, our

10     March 30th meeting as an evening meeting.  Generally it's

11     at 3:00.  And so we're going to try to schedule if

12     everybody approves the motion tonight for 6:30 at the LA

13     SED Youth Center, which is at 7150 West Vernor at the

14     corner of Green.  Vernor and Green area.  So we want to get

15     the word out if it's approved.  But I want to make a motion

16     first, if I may please.

17               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Second.

18               COMMISSIONER VANN:  Second.

19               COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly moved and

20     supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor aye.

21               THE BOARD:  Aye.

22               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

23     carried.  Thank you.  Thank you.

24               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you so much.  And

25     if I may just add --
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1               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

2               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  -- you know, we have

3     contacted some individuals that we have invited to be on

4     the panel to help with this meeting.  And the Chief is one

5     of them that has agreed.  We asked the Director of Civil

6     Rights, Agustin Arbulu, who has also agreed.  And we have

7     asked Ryan -- I'm sorry -- Adonis Flores from Michigan

8     United and Councilwoman Castaneda-Lopez.  So, you know,

9     we're hoping that we'll have a good turnout.  At least, you

10     know, we want the leadership to be here so that they can

11     get the information and share it with the community.  So

12     please mark your calendar for March 30th, 6:30 at LA SED

13     Youth Center.  Thank you so much.

14               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Commissioner.

15     Thank the Board for approving, because we set things in

16     motion --

17               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you.

18               COMMISSIONER BELL:  -- anticipating your approval

19     of this very very important item.

20               The final issue of a concern; if you look at

21     Detroit Free Press on Thursday March 9th, which is today,

22     it speaks to U.S. Senator Gary Peters and a couple of key

23     Republican colleagues reintroduced legislation Wednesday

24     that would create a commission to look at reforming the

25     criminal justice system.  So this bill seeks a group to do
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1     a eighteen month review and issue recommendations for

2     police oversight and policy, laws to reduce crime and

3     increase safety, and change the race confidence in the

4     system.

5               As you well know, we all have issues with the

6     criminal justice system.  And I think I want to have our

7     staff send states -- U.S. Senator Peters a letter

8     supporting this effort.  It's bipartisan.  Off the ground.

9     And he reintroduced it.  And I heard him speak on one of

10     the radio programs, and it's something that's long overdue.

11     I think the last report, about 50 years ago -- that's going

12     back to my day.  The Carter's report.  So this is rather

13     timely, as we well know, as we look at the criminal justice

14     system and all aspects of it.  And perhaps we will have an

15     opportunity to participate and review on the policies set.

16               So please pay close attention and let

17     congressman -- I mean, U.S. Senator Peters know that

18     you're aware and that you are in support of this effort

19     to initiate.  And I'm just amazed that he got bipartisan

20     support.  And he don't think that's going to go away

21     after, you know, the whole issue; because they are

22     concerned about criminal justice in America.  So when we

23     talk about the issues that we are having in this day and

24     age surely this is an opportunity to take a serious look

25     at it from a broad base, and they won't complain.  And
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1     IUCP has endorsed this and the police unions across the

2     Board, NAACP, has endorsed this effort; so you're going

3     to hear more about it as we move forward.  And that is my

4     brief report.

5               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Mr. Chair.

6               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

7               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Was that a motion on the

8     table that the commission supports this?  Is that a motion

9     or --

10               COMMISSIONER BELL:  I can't make -- you can

11     entertain -- you can make a motion.

12               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay.  Okay.  Yes, sir.

13     Well I would like to introduce it as a motion that the

14     commission wholeheartedly supports this -- Senator Gary

15     Peters.  This endeavor.

16               COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Support.

17               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

18               COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly moved and

19     supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor aye.

20               THE BOARD:  Aye.

21               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

22     carried.  Thank you, Commissioner Crawford.

23               The next item would be Chief Craig.  You got the

24     mic.

25               CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  As I always
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1     like to start out with crime.  Overall part one crime,

2     which includes both violent and property offense, was still

3     down five percent.  Violent crime down six percent, and

4     property crime down five percent.  Up until yesterday we

5     really began to close the gap on homicides and nonfatal

6     shootings.  I think we were up compared to last year.

7     Seven nonfatal shootings, and up one homicide.  And

8     certainly we had the fatality, the fatal fire, yesterday

9     where four people lost their lives.  It was determined that

10     it was an arson, and so that bumped our homicide rate up

11     some.  But overall crime, as I reported, is down.

12               The last thing I wanted to talk briefly about is

13     today, this afternoon, we had our sixth installment of what

14     we call DPD Television, real talk with the police chief.

15     That event was held in the Tenth Precinct.  I want to thank

16     Commissioner Moore who did come out and had to leave.  I

17     want to also acknowledge our gracious hosts, Commander

18     Kyriacou and Captain Slappey of the Tenth Precinct.  And

19     certainly the event was held at Focus: Hope.  I want to

20     thank the staff and the students who were in attendance.

21     Good dialogue for one hour.  We thought it was a good

22     event.  So with that I'll open up for any questions that

23     any of the commissioners might have.

24               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioners?

25               Thank you, Chief, for an outstanding report and
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1     ongoing involvement.

2               Was that four or five deaths on that fire on the

3     eastside of Detroit.

4               MS. CARTER:  I think it was five.

5               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay, I drove by there.

6               CHIEF CRAIG:  And there is a suspect in custody

7     on that case too.  Very tragic.

8               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.  They never had an

9     opportunity to get out.  You know, it's just sad, the

10     commentary, what's happening.

11               We move onto -- we're going to hear from our OCI,

12     Pamela Davis Drake, our chief investigator.  She's going to

13     report out.

14               INVESTIGATOR DRAKE:  Good evening.  And thank

15     you, Mr. Chair.  Good evening Board.  Once again for the

16     record, Pamela Davis Drake, chief investigator.

17               I just want to give the Board and most

18     importantly the community an overview of what we do at the

19     Office of the Chief Investigator very briefly.  Certainly

20     if you have additional questions you're welcome to contact

21     either myself after the meeting or any of my staff.  We

22     will also have these very very bright pink brochures that

23     are on the table.  So please feel free to pick one up if

24     you want additional information.

25               But just so that you know, the Office of the
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1     Police Investigator investigates allegations of police

2     misconduct that are posed by citizens that are noncriminal

3     in nature.  Anything that is criminal, any allegations that

4     are criminal would go to Internal Affairs.  Some examples

5     of those would be like procedure, demeanor, service,

6     harassment.  Those types of things.  There are a number of

7     ways in which you can file a complaint.  You can do so

8     online.  You can use the Board of Police Commissioners

9     website.  You can go to the Detroit Police Department's

10     website.  You can come and see us in-person.  We are

11     actually temporarily located at the Detroit Public Safety

12     Headquarters.  You can come and visit us.  We will greet

13     you, and we will take your report there.  Or you can call

14     us, which is probably the easiest and most convenient way

15     to do it.  You can call us at (313) 596-2499 and we will

16     take your information; we will create a file and a report

17     for you and give you at that time a case number that will

18     follow your case throughout the duration.  Keep in mind

19     that our cases are -- they can be -- it can take up to 90

20     days to complete an investigation.  Those investigations

21     are done very thoroughly by a very competent group of

22     staff.  If we're going to take longer than 45 days we will

23     notify you either by letter or by phone and let you know

24     the status of your case.

25               After the investigation is completed, after that
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1     90 day period or shortly before, once the supervisor has

2     signed off and the investigator has signed off, the chief

3     investigator, me; I would look at it, review it and approve

4     it.  Then it goes on to the Board.  Actually there is a

5     subcommittee of the Board.  Three members of the Board

6     review every single case that is investigated by the

7     office.  Once the Board approves it and signs off on it

8     then it -- we send a case finding letter out.  That's what

9     we call it.  It is a summary of the allegations and the

10     findings.  So we send that to the citizen, to the command

11     and to the officers.  Also, finally, the police chief or a

12     designee reviews all of our cases.  And at that point then

13     the case is officially closed.

14               If you're dissatisfied with a complaint we do

15     have an appeals process.  We ask that you send in writing

16     your concerns and your requests to our board secretary,

17     Mr. -- at this time it's Mr. -- I'm sorry.  Oh boy, this

18     mind went blank.

19               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Mr. Hicks.

20               INVESTIGATOR DRAKE:  Gregory Hicks.  Thank you.

21     Mr. Hicks.  And he will be happy to get that information to

22     us.  We will put together a package, and we will make sure

23     that the Board reviews that.  The Board has the final say

24     in any appeal.  So if the Board says that the appeal -- we

25     will hear the appeal, we will make the requests will be
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1     honored then we do at that point go forward and we schedule

2     the complainant to come in and all of the -- the

3     investigator and the supervisor will review that case with

4     the Board.  The Board has, again, the final say so.  So the

5     Board's say is final.  They make the last determination as

6     to what actually happens with that case.  They can uphold

7     the finding.  They can tell us that they want us to do

8     further investigation.  They have a number of options.  So,

9     again, the Board has the final say.

10               Again if you have any questions or concerns we do

11     have copies of the brochure in the back, and you are

12     welcome to pick one up and give us a call.  If you have any

13     questions or concerns we will be happy to entertain them.

14               Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Thank you, Board.

15               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  And the next item

16     of business would be Downtown Service reporting out.  Would

17     Downtown Service be old first precinct?

18               INVESTIGATOR DRAKE:  Yes, sir.

19               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay.

20               LIEUTENANT RUSSELL:  Good evening Board.  My name

21     is Lieutenant Sonia Russell, and I'm filling in on behalf

22     of Captain Conway Petty of Downtown Services.  There's a

23     couple of people in the audience I would like to introduce.

24               Lieutenant Lewis, who's right here in the back.

25     He's in charge of our traffic and all our central event
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1     planning in downtown.  Lieutenant Goffin, who's in charge

2     of our gaming operations.  Could you please stand

3     Lieutenant.  And, of course, Sergeant Castill (Phonetic),

4     who's also a traffic sergeant on afternoons.

5               I'm going to give you guys a quick overview of

6     Downtown Services and some of our current initiatives.

7               Downtown Services is not only the gateway to the

8     City of Detroit, but for many of our neighbors and allies

9     to the north it serves as a gateway to the United States.

10     Downtown Services supports the Detroit Windsor tunnel.  It

11     is the second busiest crossing between United States and

12     Canada at the nearby Ambassador Bridge.  Approximately

13     13,000 vehicles use the tunnel daily.  Downtown Services is

14     approximately two square miles from the Third Precinct.

15               Downtown Services currently supports three

16     professional teams: Tigers, Lions, and the Red Wings.  We

17     are happy to announce in fall of 2017 the Detroit Pistons

18     will be returning back to Detroit.

19               Downtown Services has several entities under its

20     span: Planning, traffic, foot beats, neighborhood police

21     officers, motor and club RiverWalk beat, gaming operations

22     and civilian traffic control officers.

23               The Planning Unit serves as an ambassador for the

24     city.  They also are responsible for the planning and

25     executing of Operation Action plans for all major events.
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1     Planning personnel not only serve as department liaisons

2     with our business partners to help facilitate most of our

3     major events, but they also serve as the liaisons with

4     other units of the government when major activities occur.

5               They handle filming of motion pictures,

6     commercials, music videos that occur in the City of

7     Detroit.  They handle funerals of fallen officers and city

8     dignitaries.  Last year Planning generated over $1 million

9     in revenue for the city general fund.

10               Our traffic units conduct vehicle and pedestrian

11     traffic control for morning and afternoon rush hour traffic

12     in the downtown area, and they also help with special

13     events.  These officers successfully ensure the safe and

14     orderly flow of traffic; and more importantly, safety for

15     spectators attending events.

16               Downtown Motor Club RiverWalk provide escorts for

17     funerals and traffic details; provide proactive enforcement

18     around the night clubs in Downtown Detroit.  They conduct

19     traffic and weight measures on trucks.  And they respond

20     and investigate traffic crashes involving motor vehicle

21     accidents.

22               Our neighborhood police officers complete the

23     following tasks:  They work in partnership with beat

24     officers, businesses, community groups, clergy and

25     neighborhood support.  They liaison with our residents and
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1     business owners.  They participate in youth services,

2     programs and events.

3               Our Gaming Operation monitors the safety and the

4     welfare of casino patrons; patrolling the exterior of all

5     three casinos, hotels and casino parking structures.  They

6     assist with loiterers, pan handlers and the homeless.  Our

7     2016 year end stats for the business district ended in no

8     homicides, 14 sexual assaults, 75 robberies, 106 aggravated

9     assaults, 483 simple assaults, 42 burglaries, 1,046

10     larcenies, 231 stolen vehicles, 268 damage to property, and

11     57 dangerous drugs, and zero arsons.

12               Downtown 2017 initiative consist of the

13     following:  Proactive enforcement, warrant enforcement,

14     narcotics, green light, liquor vice inspections, pan

15     handling blitz, and homeless initiatives, and to strengthen

16     private and public special relationships.

17               In regards to proactive warrant and narcotics

18     enforcement Operation Opa Phase I and II was developed.

19     The purpose of Operation Opa Phase I, which occurred last

20     Saturday, was to arrest individuals who have outstanding

21     warrants for their arrest; arrest those who participate in

22     illegal sale of narcotics; inspections of liquor license

23     holders in essential business districts; provide heavy

24     traffic enforcement in a business district, and enforcement

25     of curfew ordinances in the Greektown area.



3/9/20173/9/2017

Page 30

1               In an effort to minimize breaking and entering of

2     vehicles in Downtown Detroit, on September 26, 2017 a

3     parking lot assembly was conducted with parking lot owners.

4     They were informed that they must be in compliance with

5     Chapter 39 regarding parking lots in the City of Detroit.

6               What would be the purpose to do this?  So what

7     we're asking the owners to do is basically make sure that

8     they have proper lighting, fencing and attendant on duty at

9     all times to prevent and curb B&E of autos in Downtown

10     Detroit.  This initiative was generated between myself and

11     Captain Petty and Captain Szilagy of the Third Precinct.

12               Another program to get closer to our community is

13     the Community Eyes and Ears Program.  This program was

14     designed by the Crime Prevention Program that assisted

15     local businesses, residents and guests to deter and detect

16     crime and reduce opportunities for crime.  The purpose of

17     the program is to get our chief neighborhood liaison

18     citizen police academy involved by asking them to

19     participate and sit in a local business in the downtown

20     area for four hours for a 90 day rotation to see if it

21     helps deter larcenies and crime.  They will also be

22     equipped with the lighthouse radio.

23               As you guys know, a lot of business partners in

24     downtown have lighthouse radios, and we're able to monitor

25     it from our base at 20 Atwater.  This initiative was
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1     proposed last night at the assistant police academy meeting

2     by neighborhood police officer Shank.  We have received

3     some phone calls, but we are still waiting to develop a

4     list and actually put it in play.

5               Homeless initiatives.  I have attended

6     Councilwoman Mary Sheffield's homeless meetings with other

7     private sector organizations for strategies to minimize

8     homeless in Downtown Detroit.  In addition, we've met with

9     Southwest Solutions and other housing and community

10     outreach for the homeless.  As we see it, homeless is a

11     socioeconomical issue not to just be approached from an

12     enforcement strategy.

13               What we have done as neighborhood police officers

14     in the downtown area have went out and tried to identify

15     those who are in fact homeless and to identify are they

16     working with private sector organizations to get the

17     assistance they need.  What we plan to do is identify those

18     who are pan handlers and, of course, provide enforcement

19     action.  But those who are in fact homeless, help them find

20     job placement, literacy, and housing through the help of

21     the private sector.  So we've offered our services as a

22     partner to help curb homeless in the downtown area.  Of

23     course we know this is not a short-term remedy.  This is a

24     long-term problem that we are faced.  However, if we can

25     change five to ten lives we have a start ahead.
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1               In conclusion, there are multiple facets that

2     make up Downtown Services.  Each entity provides services

3     that make up the unit as a whole.  The city continues to

4     add its residential population and businesses continue to

5     relocate downtown.  We the men and women of Downtown

6     Services stand to prepared to do whatever we can to ensure

7     Detroit's comeback is sustained.

8               At this time I'd like to open it up for any

9     questions and answers.

10               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioners, any questions

11     or comments?

12               COMMISSIONER VANN:  Mr. Chair.

13               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

14               COMMISSIONER VANN:  I'd like to ask about the

15     homeless again, the rapid expansion of gentrification just

16     north of downtown; the Cass Corridor area, for example,

17     where NSO, Detroit Rescue Mission Ministry and other

18     agencies have worked for many many years with the homeless

19     community.  All of these properties have now been sold by

20     the city to other developers.  Is there a plan actually for

21     where the homeless will go?  What will they do?  And I know

22     from a law enforcement perspective that's one side of it,

23     one component of it; but the issue with the homeless is a

24     lot more systemic than that.

25               LIEUTENANT RUSSELL:  Well absolutely.
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1               COMMISSIONER VANN:  And so I want to just try to

2     see, do we have something in place?  How will they be

3     handled?  Where will they reside?  Where will they end up?

4     That kind of thing.  I've done a lot of mission work in

5     that area, and I am concerned about the homeless.

6               LIEUTENANT RUSSELL:  Well what we are aware of at

7     this time is that there is a new homeless location being

8     conducted at Gratiot and Mack for the new Cass Corridor

9     area.  They're going to be relocating to that area.  As you

10     stated, and as I said, you know, this is a long-term issue;

11     and we will be working with private organizations to curb

12     as many homeless people that we can to try to help them get

13     on board.  Those that are dealing with pan handling issues,

14     we plan to enforce those issues in downtown.

15               COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair.

16               Great presentation, Lieutenant.  The QLine will

17     be opening up May 12th.  I think each trolly or each car

18     holds like between 125 or 200 people.  How do you see that

19     impacting your operation for Downtown Services, if any?

20               LIEUTENANT RUSSELL:  So definitely there's going

21     to be traffic components to this issue.  Right now we're

22     doing a Bloomberg Study with private and public state

23     cities on different government and entities to get in front

24     of this problem before it develops.  Right now what we're

25     doing is testing QLine.  And we're also prepared to put out
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1     a public safety video to get the businesses and the

2     citizens of downtown on board with not parking on an M-1

3     rail line and get used to the fact that we are going to

4     have it, and it is coming.

5               COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Thank you, ma'am.

6               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioner Brooks.

7               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Yes, I have a question; or

8     maybe just a statement.  In looking at your year-to-date

9     everything has gone down.  Homicide.  Everything is done

10     but dangerous drugs.  What do you think or why do you think

11     dangerous drugs is still so high?  Do you think it has

12     something to do with medical marijuana.

13               LIEUTENANT RUSSELL:  You know, downtown is not --

14     you know, I'm not really certain for sure.  I know that

15     there are some parks in downtown, of course, that we've

16     been doing enforcement on that we have narcotic activities.

17     However, it hasn't been a major narcotics issue.  Unless,

18     Captain Szilagy, you have some additional information.

19               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Deputy Chief Hall.

20               DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Good evening Board.  Through

21     the Chair.  Downtown is a very transient place.  And the

22     reason that it's up -- dangerous drugs is up is because it

23     hasn't been a serious problem in the past.  But now what

24     we're seeing is there's a lot more individuals who are in

25     that area.  There's a park that the lieutenant was talking
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1     about, and that is Grand Circus Park.  We're seeing a lot

2     of individuals who are in that particular area who are

3     using drugs, and that is why the dangerous drugs has --

4     that number has gone up.  But we're seeing more individuals

5     in the downtown area.  As you can recall, we have never had

6     the number of individuals in downtown that we have today.

7     So we're just seeing people there and actually using drugs.

8               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Thank you.

9               MS. CARTER:  Through the Chair.  Does the fact

10     that it's up mean that it's a bad thing?

11               DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Well, no, it doesn't mean

12     that it's a bad thing.  It's not that it's an epidemic.

13     We're just seeing the use because it's not something that

14     has been traditionally in the downtown area.

15               I wanted to go back to Commissioner Vann's

16     question regarding the homeless initiative.  Just because

17     the NSO is moving to that Gratiot location there is no

18     intention from law enforcement for us to treat our homeless

19     any different.  It's just going to make sure that we are

20     directing them to that location and making sure that they

21     get the services that they need.  So nothing's going to

22     change.

23               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

24               CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair.

25               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.
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1               CHIEF CRAIG:  Lieutenant Russell, before you

2     leave it would be nice to introduce the Community to the

3     neighborhood police officers.

4               LIEUTENANT RUSSELL:  Yes, absolutely, sir.

5               CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you.

6               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you deputy chief.

7               CHIEF CRAIG:  You're welcome.

8               LIEUTENANT RUSSELL:  Yes, we have two

9     neighborhood police officers.  Neighborhood Police Officer

10     Steven Shank and Neighborhood Police Officer Angela Hollis.

11               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Let's give them a round of

12     applause.

13               (Applause)

14               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Some heavy lifting.

15               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

16               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

17               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.

18               Yes, ma'am, and thank you for the presentation.

19               Also to Downtown Services currently supports the

20     professional teams; Tigers and Lions, all of it.  Opening

21     day for the Tigers is April -- I believe it's the 7th.  Has

22     the number of officers been reduced from previous years?  I

23     know currently there's something going on with the Wayne

24     County Sheriff's Department talking about secondary

25     employment.  And I know that Detroit Police Department
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1     engages and has a secondary employment.  But this has

2     always been historically a complaint from the community.  I

3     do realize it's our responsibility, the Detroit Police

4     Department's responsibility and obligation to everyone in

5     the city, those who live here or work here and visit here

6     in terms of public safety.  But the community has

7     historically for years talked about the number of officers

8     detailed out into particular sporting event and taken away

9     from the neighborhood.

10               LIEUTENANT RUSSELL:  Okay.

11               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Deputy chief Hall.

12               DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Yes, sir, through the Chair.

13     Just wanted to ensure you that downtown is a

14     responsibility, and we are responsible for making sure that

15     visitors and citizens alike are safe.  We do detail

16     individuals out to the downtown area, but we in no way take

17     away from the community.  And the officers who are supposed

18     to patrol the areas, we have mandatory minimums in those

19     areas and we ensure that our entire body, our entire

20     citizens are covered.  Most of the time if we're in the

21     downtown area some of those details are on overtime and

22     officers are paid, so it's in no way taking away from the

23     citizen and what we provide to them.

24               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.  Because I

25     know you may very well know too from that argument is that
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1     other cities, their entire details pertaining to sporting

2     events in other cities across America is a secondary

3     employment thing that's done by those police departments

4     and those city officials.  So -- I mean, and this is a

5     occurring -- it's been going on for years.  But we've

6     always been back and forth in Detroit in terms of this

7     issue.

8               DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Yes, sir.  And looking at

9     most cities, industry standard is that it's secondary

10     employment and it's multi-jurisdictional.  So it's not just

11     the home city that is actually responsible for policing the

12     downtown area major sporting events.  They use it through

13     all state, local government agencies as well to ensure the

14     safety of those individuals.

15               What we're doing in the downtown area, you may

16     see in the future that we're moving to that

17     multi-jurisdictional era.  When we do football games at

18     Ford Field you'll see Wayne County Sheriff, Michigan State

19     Police, as well as the Detroit Police Department.

20               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.  Well just on

21     another note, that's what the Sheriff's Department is

22     looking to do in terms of -- well from a union perspective.

23     And I'm a union member of the Wayne County Deputy Sheriff's

24     Association.  What they presented to us is not going to

25     pass.  But I'm just saying, they are reaching out from --
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1     to try to make it multi-jurisdictional in terms of pulling

2     in people from the region to facilitate, one might say, a

3     secondary employment.

4               DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  And as I said before, that is

5     industry standards across the country.

6               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.  Thank you.

7               COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Before you leave Deputy

8     Chief, you mentioned something about Wayne County

9     Sheriff's, DPD, and Michigan State Police are in a joint

10     effort.  Who would be the incident command in that

11     particular situation, or has that been determined as of

12     yet?

13               DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Absolutely.  It's always the

14     Detroit Police Department.  When we do the Ford Field games

15     there is a security meeting that takes place at the

16     beginning of the -- actually one hour before the game.

17     It's 100 minute meeting actually.  And the incident

18     commander is established.  They actually give the rules to

19     the umpire -- not the umpire.  The officials and everyone

20     they're designating who's responsible in the event that

21     there's a critical incident.  So it's always DPD.  It's our

22     home, and we take full responsibility for it.

23               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

24               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Mr. Chair.

25               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.  To my right and my
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1     left.

2               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  I just want to go back

3     to the offense of dangerous drugs that we were just talking

4     about and kind of put it into perspective.  We're talking

5     about hundreds of thousands of people that come to the

6     downtown area, and we ended the 2016 year with 57 offenses.

7               DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  And that's arrests.  And

8     that's based on just the number of people we arrested.

9               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Exactly, arrests.  So,

10     you know, I would even venture to say millions of people

11     throughout the year come down.  So that to me is amazing.

12     Good work.

13               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Commissioner.

14               Commissioner Burton.

15               COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the Chair.

16     Speaking on behalf of District Five residents, there is a

17     lot of concerns each year as we approach this spring and

18     summer with Slow Roll.  You know, so you got a lot of

19     business leaders in the Fifth District in the downtown

20     area, as well as those residential homeowners.  You know,

21     there's, you know, been times that they reached out to me

22     as well as Chairman Bell regarding the size of the crowd of

23     Slow Roll.  What are we going to do as far as, you know,

24     moving folks along so they don't interfere with the local

25     businesses as well as those homeowners that's coming home
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1     from work or whatever?

2               Because last year I think I was stuck in traffic.

3     I live downtown.  I was stuck in traffic for like, I don't

4     know, thirty minutes or so.  And we were -- you know, it

5     was so many bikers just cut right in front of us.

6               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Deputy Chief Hall has

7     reported out rather thoroughly, but I think this audience

8     needs to hear Commissioner Burton's concerns about as we

9     get into the spring mode; get into the biking situation.

10               DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  One of the things with Slow

11     Roll is the organization has reached out to the Detroit

12     Police Department and we facilitate that.  Because it's

13     upwards of 600 bikes at any given time the Detroit Police

14     Department does facilitate that bike ride and ensure that

15     they are not blocking streets; that they're obeying traffic

16     signals, and that we are not impeding traffic as much as we

17     can.  So as we go into the summer months they usually start

18     around April -- April and they go to about October.

19               One of the things that we will continue to do is

20     we will continue to listen to the community.  We have

21     created routes.  They will submit a route to us and ask us

22     if that route is okay.  If that route is a very high

23     residential area what we do is recommend additional routes

24     that don't impede neighborhoods as much.  And we will -- we

25     can going forward kind of work with the public to see what
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1     you protest.  If there's anything that -- any areas that

2     you do not wish for Slow Roll to be in we can kind of work

3     together for that.  I can tell you that a lot of the

4     citizens enjoy it.  There's so many citizens in the area

5     who are a participant of Slow Roll.  So they really do

6     enjoy it, and we do everything that we can to ensure that

7     we are taking the public, public safety and all those thing

8     into consideration.  And just so you know, they do -- they

9     are a paying customer.  They do pay the Detroit Police

10     Department for the manpower hours that are used.

11               COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the Chair.

12               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

13               COMMISSIONER BURTON:  You know, it's also like

14     4,500 bikers.  And, you know, so if you're coming home from

15     work and you had a long day, I mean, you can be in traffic

16     for, you know, twenty, thirty minutes before you're able to

17     -- I mean, and they're taking up all the lanes.  I mean all

18     three, four lanes.

19               DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Commissioner Burton, that is

20     one of the things -- that's the reason why we're there, to

21     ensure that no one is sitting in traffic for thirty

22     minutes.  You know, that's truly an inconvenience to

23     anyone.  So we're there to ensure that there's a traffic

24     flow; that there are breaks in the bikes, in the procession

25     of the bikes.  So we're there for that.  If you think that
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1     we should do or we can do a better job I'm willing to let's

2     talk offline.  We can talk about that.  I actually will

3     invite you out as I'm -- because most of the time I'm out

4     kind of making sure that the traffic is flowing.  Because

5     I've gotten so many of these concerns.  So I want to make

6     sure that you're comfortable.  So I'll invite you out.  You

7     can come out, and you'll see how we do traffic and make

8     sure that the citizens are comfortable and that we're

9     making sure that everybody is accommodated.

10               COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Thank you.

11               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you DC Hall.  I hope

12     that Commissioner Burton takes advantage.  He walks a lot.

13     Now he's going to have to ride a little bit.

14               COMMISSIONER VANN:  Get on a bike.

15               COMMISSIONER BELL:  But anymore concerns in

16     reference to the lieutenant?  Yes?

17               (No response)

18               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay, I want to -- there's no

19     other questions or concern, right?

20               Thank you, Lieutenant.  Outstanding report.  And

21     I want you to know that we should convey to Captain Conway

22     Petty that he owes you a box of chocolates for doing an

23     excellent job.  Excellent job.  And it's good to have a

24     viable downtown Renaissance Center where people are

25     walking, biking, and all that.  And we have stood the test
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1     of time without the Detroit Pistons and now they're coming

2     home, so we're going to rejoice and enjoy all activity in

3     the City of Detroit.  Thank you.

4               (Applause)

5               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Board, the next item would be

6     -- we have any standing or Ad hoc Committee?  I know we

7     want to hear from Ad hoc Committee because that is a very

8     very important subject.  And I'm going to give them the

9     floor first and then any other committee that wants to

10     report out.

11               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  I just have one thing to

12     report.  Lieutenant Gardner and I will be meeting -- this

13     has to do with recruiting.  And to everybody out there, if

14     you know of any place, church, activity buildings where we

15     can recruit new police -- I shouldn't say new, but

16     policemen and women we would greatly appreciate it.

17     Lieutenant and I will be meeting with the chief chaplain on

18     March the 20th.  He's going to get us into the church, and

19     we're going to meet with forty Detroit police chaplains.

20     They're willing to come and help us.  And so we're looking

21     forward to that.

22               And I want to thank Wayne County Community

23     College for letting us do a recruiting here, and for

24     letting us recruit in their other colleges.  So thank you

25     all very much.  But we are doing well, and we're trying
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1     hard to meet the mayor's forty policemen a month.  We're

2     trying very hard.  So anyone out there that know of any

3     church or any place.  We've even recruited at a gas

4     station.  So let us know and we will be happy to set up the

5     table, and Lieutenant Gardner and Sergeant Star Gonzalez

6     will take care of the rest.  Thanks.

7               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Co-Chair, any other --

8               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  I would just add that

9     we did bring some fliers that are at the back table.  So if

10     anybody would like to take a flier for a family member, a

11     friend, yourselves please do so.  Thank you.

12               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Do we have any criminal

13     justice majors in the house?  Any criminal justice majors?

14     How many.  One.  Okay.  I mean that's in college now.  Not

15     for those citizens right now.

16               UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Would all the criminal justice

17     majors please stand.

18               (Members of the audience standing in response)

19               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay.  Okay.

20               (Applause)

21               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you for coming out.  We

22     have a job for you.  We have a job for you, so keep us in

23     mind.  Detroit is the number one police department.  And

24     you probably hear that from your instructor, DC Younger and

25     George Anthony, James Jackson.  But I want you to know that
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1     I'm a retired; he is a former police officer; Crawford is a

2     former retired police officer; commissioner Dewaelsche is a

3     former police officer; and this young lady is Wayne County

4     Sheriff Deputy -- lieutenant retired.  So we are really

5     seeking you.  I would hope that you keep us in mind in

6     terms of Detroit Police.  We are the real police in

7     community policing.  And I want to say that there's an

8     opening for you.  But that gap is closing.  Last year we

9     talked about two hundred.  This year -- at this particular

10     time the director of personnel talked about ninety

11     openings.  So keep that in mind.  So I know you're going to

12     be encouraged.  That's why we wanted to come here to see

13     you face-to-face.  And we appreciate you coming out this

14     evening.  It can be a rewarding career.  And we're going to

15     even recruit Commissioner Burton.

16               COMMISSIONER BURTON:  No.

17               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Chair.

18               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

19               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  I would like to announce

20     the graduation --

21               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

22               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  -- coming up.  The ceremony

23     for basic recruit class 2017C is scheduled for Friday,

24     March 17, at 10:30 a.m., at the Greater Grace Temple

25     located at 23500 Seven Mile Road in Detroit.  So anyone
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1     that would like to come out to the graduation please come.

2     Thanks.

3               COMMISSIONER BELL:  I want to say one more thing

4     to that issue.  Chief James Craig started his career with

5     Detroit Police Department.  So let's give him a round of

6     applause.

7               (Applause)

8               CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you.  Thank you.

9               COMMISSIONER BELL:  We trained him and he went on

10     to LA.  But he got his foundation.

11               ATTENDEES:  He came back.  He came back.

12               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well quite obvious.  He's

13     sitting here.

14               CHIEF CRAIG:  Nothing but the best.

15               COMMISSIONER BELL:  And It's good to have him

16     back.  But he started his career at the Tenth Precinct; is

17     that correct?

18               CHIEF CRAIG:  Number ten.

19               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Number ten.  So you can see

20     that you can go on to be chief of police; or deputy chief,

21     like we have in the house; or inspector; or DC Hall, you

22     know, Renee, our first -- I'm sorry.  I'm talking too much.

23     But I just want to emphasize recruiting.  Because if we

24     don't recruit who else is going to recruit us?

25               Okay, moving right on.  Any other committee
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1     reports, standing committee reports?

2               COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Through the Chair, I'd

3     just like to say to our Budget Committee and Chief Craig,

4     we appreciate all of us working together to get this budget

5     done.  This was one of the simplest budgets since I've been

6     a police commissioner that we had done.  I appreciate the

7     subcommittee, and I appreciate our committee along with, as

8     I said, chief Craig.  So thank you very much.  And I hope

9     the next year budget will be just as smooth as this year.

10               CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you very much.

11               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Commissioner

12     Sanders, who chaired our Budget Committee this year; and an

13     outstanding job.

14               Any old -- sorry.  Mr. Hicks, our board

15     secretary.

16               MR. HICKS:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I do not have

17     any report for this evening.

18               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay, thank you.  Any old

19     business?  New business?  Announcement?

20               Our next meeting will be on Thursday March 16,

21     2017 at 3:00 p.m., the Public Safety Headquarters, 1301

22     Third at Michigan.  That's next week.

23               Our next community meeting will be -- well we

24     have one in between.  We already mentioned March 30th.  And

25     we emphasize that.  As we said, that's going to be at 6:30
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1     also.  That will be in our next format.  But you heard that

2     announcement and motion.

3               Our April meeting will be at 6:30 p.m., committee

4     meeting, at the Eleventh Precinct.  Did I see the commander

5     here?  Okay, thank you.  At new Greater Zion Hill Church,

6     18891 St. Louis.  That will be in April on northeast

7     Detroit.

8               At this time this is your opportunity.  Mr. Brown

9     is going to call you up.  Please respect the two minutes.

10     We do not want to be here all evening.  There is a great

11     meal for after the meeting, and you get an opportunity to

12     fellowship with DPD, as well as the community and criminal

13     justice, et cetera.  But we want to make sure you get your

14     two minutes in.  But if you don't get it all said in two

15     minutes you have an opportunity to interact with us to make

16     sure we get your part or your concern.

17               Yes, Mr. Brown.

18               MR. BROWN:  Mr. Chair, our first speaker is Shea

19     Campbell.

20               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Could you call the next

21     speaker too?

22               MR. BROWN:  Yes.

23               COMMISSIONER BELL:  We can move right along.

24               MR. BROWN:  Next speaker will be Vivian Simpson.

25               MS. SIMPSON:  Good evening.  Thank you for taking
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1     time for allowing me to speak.  I am very disappointed that

2     within the Twelfth Precinct you have extreme disrespectful

3     treatment by phone that comes from your investigators, your

4     sergeants.  And I put it on tape recording to prove to the

5     Honorable Chief Craig.  I've been trying to meet with you

6     to let you hear these things so you understand my

7     suffering.

8               Commissioner Vaughn, you say that you are

9     interested in helping with the homeless.

10               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioner Vann, not

11     Vaughn.

12               MS. SIMPSON:  Commissioner Vann.  I apologize.  I

13     was made homeless because of inappropriate ticketing at

14     your downtown location while driving at one point in time

15     cabs.  Inappropriate tickets, as such as a trip sheet being

16     written in purple ink where it was tied up in court for two

17     years.  And I was made to be homeless because of that.  And

18     I'm still suffering with the aftermath.  So I'm not going

19     to take up much time.  I do have on tape recording to prove

20     the disrespectful treatment that I have suffered from your

21     officers, and being threatened by a gentleman on tape

22     recording; with your officers rolling their eyes as though

23     I'm wasting their time.  And I'd like for you, Chief Craig,

24     to get this addressed, because I believe in you.  It's only

25     one individual in this entire audience that is the best of
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1     the best in terms of lieutenant in securing Downtown

2     Detroit.  And you have not gave this gentleman his just due

3     respect.  And he's from the Tenth Precinct.  I remember

4     when he was the officer.  Now he's a lieutenant.  He's the

5     only best thing in this entire audience, 'cause at least he

6     treats people with respect.  He knows his job.  Doesn't

7     have an attitude like most of your staff does, of which I

8     can prove on tape.

9               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

10               MS. SIMPSON:  Thank you.

11               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  I do want to -- I

12     think Chief wants to respond.

13               CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair.  Ma'am, you

14     know, services is very important to the organization.  And

15     we're fortunate that we have a commander, from the Twelfth

16     Precinct?  If you could go and -- this is the commander of

17     the Twelfth Precinct.  I'd be more than happy to get some

18     information.  If you have that tape with you --

19               MS. SIMPSON:  Yes, I do.

20               CHIEF CRAIG:  -- he can certainly take a look at

21     it, and we can open up an investigation.  So thank you for

22     bringing that to our attention.

23               COMMISSIONER BELL:  And ma'am, also, if you want

24     to entertain talking to Chief Investigator Pamela Davis

25     Drake, sitting right in front of you, you can do that also.
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1     However you want to approach it.  Okay, thank you.

2               MS. SIMPSON:  With all due respect, when you go

3     to these people they don't do anything, and then they'll

4     send you a letter and say they have to find it.

5               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay, thank you, ma'am.

6     Thank you.

7               Mr. Brown.

8               Okay, yes, ma'am, go ahead.

9               MS. SIMPSON:  My name is Vivian Simpson,

10     chairperson, and I'm here tonight with a number of people.

11     I'd like for them to just be acknowledged.  If they would

12     just stand, whomever is here with me.

13               (Citizens standing in response)

14               MS. SIMPSON:  So I just wanted to point out the

15     disrespect that we feel is coming from a particular Officer

16     Derrick Knox.  I'm not sure what -- I hear he works out of

17     ninth and I hear he works out of eleventh.  But on

18     Valentine's Day he went from the eastside to the deep

19     westside giving all of us anywhere from two to three to

20     four tickets.  And I had a road sign on a pole.  And of

21     course I will never put another road sign on the pole.  I'm

22     a little offended though, because I see bed bug signs and

23     homes for sale on there.  He might want to call those

24     numbers and see who's putting those signs up.  In any event

25     though, it's against the rules; and I promise not to do
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1     that anymore.  I want to be respected.  I'm 58 years old.

2     I don't expect him to ride down on me as if I have shot

3     somebody.  Okay?  I do have a vendor's license.

4     Unfortunately I think I was 25 feet off my spot, you know.

5     So I just wanted to express that.

6               I also wanted to try to figure out -- let me say,

7     I'm not here to character assassinate this young man,

8     because I don't know him.  I just want to be respected.  If

9     I'm out of order tell me, but don't just disrespect me.

10     I'm just wondering does he have a quota or something?  He

11     gave between my six friends fourteen tickets.  You know, I

12     just wanted to point that out.  And, of course, I've been

13     educated, and I'm going to do what -- my due diligence what

14     this young lady here.  I appreciate your time.

15               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, ma'am.

16               CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair.

17               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

18               CHIEF CRAIG:  Are you going the address that,

19     Commander?

20               UNKNOWN COMMANDER.  Yeah, I will.  Officer

21     Derrick Knox reports to me.  He's assigned to the Office of

22     the Chief's Neighborhood Liaison at this point, and he

23     works very closely with business license, BC, and does

24     enforcement as far as vendor's license and things of that

25     nature as well.  I know a little bit about this case.  I'll
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1     definitely meet with the young lady.  But from what I

2     understand, with a little preliminary information that at

3     the point in time that the ticket was issued, in fact it

4     was a vendors issue and there was no license.  But like I

5     said, I will meet with the group and address their concerns

6     along with Pamela Davis Drake.  Thank you all.

7               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

8               MS. DEJARNETTE:  Good evening everyone.  My name

9     is Pamela DeJarnette, and I'm one of the vendors that

10     Officer Knox came and told me to pack up my stuff.  He told

11     me to -- in front of my grandchildren.  He said, pack up

12     your stuff and move that truck right now.  First of all, I

13     didn't know how to drive, so I couldn't move the truck.  So

14     I -- we proceeded to put the stuff in the box.  He said

15     before I get back to my car you got to have that stuff

16     packed up.  That was too much stuff we can get packed up in

17     one minute from the time he walked to his car.  He was very

18     rude and very disrespectful in front of my grandchildren.

19     But I held my peace because he was a police officer, and I

20     didn't want to teach my grandkids to disrespect the police

21     officer.  You know, because they got to be the future.

22     They are our future.  If we don't handle ourselves

23     appropriately in front of them, I mean, how can you teach

24     them to respect the police officer?  And he was very

25     disrespectful.  And, I mean, I can't even explain how I
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1     feel today.

2               And then another thing I want to address.  We had

3     a break-in.  A man was up in our house.  And why did it

4     take two hours for the police to respond?  I literally had

5     to let the man go in his underwear.  Because he just done

6     walked in my house, and he up there taking a shower and

7     everything.  I'm waiting on the police.  For two hours?

8     Something's wrong.

9               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, ma'am.  You can

10     speak to Chief Investigator Drake and staff.

11               MR. BROWN:  Theo Broughton.

12               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

13               MR. BROWN:  After that Mr. Darryl Stone.

14               MS. BROUGHTON:  Thank you.  Happy Thursday to all

15     of you.  My name is Theo Broughton, and I am the cofounder

16     of Hood Research.  And I am very concerned, as I have

17     expressed to you on a number of times, about the body

18     cameras.  What is annoying me recently is I'm hearing that

19     there is a desire to purchase tasers.  I know that taser is

20     the name of a company, but it is a way of expressing

21     exactly what I mean.  And for those of all of you in here

22     you know what I mean when I talk about tasers.  Tasers can

23     and do kill.  They can and do kill.  Body cameras will

24     afford an opportunity for officers, perhaps an officer like

25     these young ladies have talked about, to check themselves
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1     and act with more respect to our community.

2               The other issue has to do with each time I have

3     come I have asked about the graduating classes and the

4     African Americans who are graduates in that class, but

5     there is always some kind of a vent around the question.

6     You don't want to answer the question; and I have issues

7     with that as well.

8               But the body cameras are definitely needed.  Now

9     this has been going on -- I guess we're into the third year

10     now.  First they were being tested here.  Then they were

11     being tested there.  And I think that enough testing and

12     usage nationwide should have provided, along with the

13     research that I'm sure you have a committee among

14     yourselves who have done research on the body cameras, for

15     them to be used across this community.  Now I notice that

16     -- and I hear reports on how downtown and midtown are so

17     nice and so secure, and you can come down anytime you want

18     to.  But I'm concerned about the community outside of

19     downtown and midtown.  I'd like an update on the body

20     camera usage and placement.

21               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Chief Craig, would you mind

22     speaking to the body camera situation?

23               CHIEF CRAIG:  Yes.  Through the Chair.  Happy to

24     say that the testing has been completed.  We probably have

25     one of the state-of-the-art body camera systems of any
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1     major city right now where the in-car video and the on-body

2     camera communicate with one another.  The good news is we

3     did our testing, rigorous testing phase, in both the Fourth

4     and Seventh Precinct successfully.  We have started

5     deployment.  The Eleventh Precinct has been getting the

6     body cameras, and we should be done with deploying Number

7     Eleven -- what do you say, Tim, in the next --

8               UNKNOWN POLICE OFFICER:  We are done.

9               CHIEF CRAIG:  We are done.

10               UNKNOWN POLICE OFFICER:  We're done with all the

11     equipment.  We're just waiting to do the test pilot like in

12     another week and we're up and running.

13               CHIEF CRAIG:  So we are hoping -- we have twelve

14     precincts.  We should have it complete by the end of the

15     year.  And we're excited about it, and most of the officers

16     seem to embrace the whole notion of on-body cameras.

17               MS. BROUGHTON:  Now are they 360?  You're not

18     familiar with that.

19               CHIEF CRAIG:  I'm not familiar with the number.

20               MS. BROUGHTON:  That's okay.  But this is going

21     to be done prior to the tasers.  It's always a matter of

22     how much of money in the budget.

23               CHIEF CRAIG:  Yes, the cameras are --

24               MS. BROUGHTON:  The cameras should be first.

25               CHIEF CRAIG:  Just for the record, we are
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1     deploying the cameras.  And so that deployment is in

2     progress right now.

3               MS. BROUGHTON:  Prior to you pushing for tasers.

4               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Miss.

5               MS. BROUGHTON:  Is that a yes?

6               CHIEF CRAIG:  That is a yes.  And I've been

7     pushing for tasers, just for the record, since I walked in

8     the door.  I grew up with the taser.  The taser in my

9     opinion has been beneficial in saving lives; both officers

10     and citizens.  And I know there are have been some reported

11     deaths across the country.

12               MS. BROUGHTON:  Yes.

13               CHIEF CRAIG:  But it has been my experience that

14     saving lives has outweighed some of the incidents.  In

15     fact, we have a member of the Michigan State Police here.

16     I'm not certain -- Lieutenant Colonel Mike Shaw is here.

17     And Michigan State Police has had tasers employed for

18     approximately how long, sir?

19               LT. COLONEL SHAW:  We've probably had tasers now

20     for at least seven or eight years.

21               CHIEF CRAIG:  Seven or eight years.

22               MS. BROUGHTON:  Testing in combination with body

23     cameras?

24               COMMISSIONER BELL:  You know we can't -- excuse

25     me.  Thank you.  Thank you.  As far as graduation about,
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1     you know, the composition of the graduating class we can

2     probably indicate that to you in the future.  I don't have

3     the breakdown; but I'm pleased in each class graduate we

4     have the opportunity to interact with that class.  And this

5     class graduating is a large class.  So if you want to see

6     for yourself then you can come out to graduation next

7     Friday at Greater Grace, at 10:30 a.m.  We welcome that.

8     But we will be reporting out.

9               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Mr. Chair, if I may

10     also.  As the chair of the personnel committee that's a

11     question that I ask at almost every meeting, especially

12     when we're given a report on the number of people that have

13     been recruited and are going to be graduating.  And we also

14     get a report from the HR -- our HR director, Director

15     Oxendine.  And I believe it's bimonthly she gives us --

16               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, monthly.

17               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  -- a formal report of

18     the numbers with the breakdown of their ethnicity, whether

19     they're Detroit residents, and male, female.  That's a

20     question that a lot of us ask at the meetings regularly.

21               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

22               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  And I believe we're

23     doing fairly well with those numbers.  I don't have them in

24     front of me either, but they're available.

25               COMMISSIONER BELL:  We'll make sure that we have
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1     that --

2               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Yes.

3               COMMISSIONER BELL:  -- those numbers before us in

4     the future --

5               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Right.

6               COMMISSIONER BELL:  -- for that type of question

7     so we can respond.

8               MS. BROUGHTON:  Thank you.

9               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir?

10               MR. STONE:  Good evening everyone.  My name is

11     Darryl Stone.  I would like to, in concert with Ms. Vivian

12     who came up earlier, on behalf of the many people who have

13     turned their hobbies into small businesses.  My wife has

14     established her business to also sell items on Valentine's

15     Day, Mother's Day, Easter.

16               We also were approached by Officer Knox on

17     Valentine's Day.  He sort of spoke to my wife in a rude

18     manner also.  I would like to say first though that over

19     the years we've been supported by the police.  Many times

20     police come up and ask us how is everything going.  We're

21     on private property of the establishment.  They've

22     purchased items.  So we're here.  We spoke to the city

23     council, and they're addressing the issue.  And we're

24     asking if the police community could also be involved with

25     that.  The issue -- my wife and others, their companies are
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1     registered with the State of Michigan.  And with the city

2     and the state we've been told that we are permitted to sale

3     on private properties of establishments.

4               Officer Knox has a zoning law that we were not

5     aware of.  And so since there's discrepancy we're asking if

6     the police, along with now the city council is to clear up

7     the discrepancy.  Because we've been doing this for years.

8               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Sir.

9               MR. STONE:  This is just out of -- this hasn't

10     happened where a police officer just come up on zoning

11     issues.  And, again, we've been supported by the community

12     over the years and the police.  So we're asking --

13               COMMISSIONER BELL:  You can speak to Chief

14     Investigator Drake's staff, and also you can speak to

15     Commander Bettison in terms of this particular issue then I

16     think we can pretty much address it.  Thank you for

17     bringing it to our attention.

18               CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair.

19               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

20               CHIEF CRAIG:  To be candid, I'm not really

21     interested in the Detroit Police Department issuing

22     citations to vendors.  We have stopped going in and dealing

23     with licensure issues.  That's why we have BC.  So I'm

24     going to have Commander Bettison look into this issue.

25     There's a lot of other things that I would prefer we do.
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1     And BC, as far as I'm concerned, can go ahead and deal with

2     those vendor licenses, not the Detroit Police Department.

3     So let us look into it.  Hopefully I can report back to

4     you.  Because hearing these complaints that causes me some

5     concern.  We have other things we need to do, and that's to

6     continue to drive down violence in this city.

7               COMMISSIONER BELL:  And thank you, Chief.

8               CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you.

9               COMMISSIONER BELL:  I think it's good to bring

10     this to this type of forum where you can hear it directly.

11     And now the chief is aware and we are aware, then we can

12     address the issue in a civil manner in terms of trying to

13     take care of your issue about vending in the City of

14     Detroit.

15               Yes, ma'am.

16               MS. BINNS:  Hello.  My name is Keshia Binns.  I'd

17     like to open by saying, thank you to each and every one of

18     you who put on a uniform everyday and a badge.  I'm here --

19     I came with the vendor group, but I'd just like to speak to

20     the demeanor of the officer.

21               Ninety-nine percent of my encounters with Detroit

22     Police has been positive.  Let me say that.  I've never had

23     any issues ever until Valentine's Day, February 14th, with

24     Officer Knox.  I'd just like to say to that demeanor goes a

25     long way.  And not just with the City of Detroit police,
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1     but with most people that you encounter in life.  You

2     often, or you are taught to just respect others; and so you

3     look for that in return.  So pretty much everything has

4     been said in terms of the vending and the licensing.

5               The other issue is that I saw that there was

6     someone here from the Fifth Precinct.  I am Detroit.  I

7     work in Detroit.  I've been here forever; for my entire

8     life.  I work at the Jefferson North Assembly Plant.  I've

9     been there for thirty years now.  There are some ticketing

10     issues going on in that area.  And since there is someone

11     here tonight I'd like to speak to them about that as well.

12               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Speak to Captain Bliss.

13               MS. BINNS:  Okay.

14               COMMISSIONER BELL:  And I can speak for the Fifth

15     Precinct.  People are concerned about a whole lot of

16     issues.  They want us to do more traffic enforcement in

17     Fifth Precinct.  But speak to Captain Bliss and he will

18     entertain your concern.

19               MS. BINNS:  Thank you.

20               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  Yes, ma'am.

21               MR. BROWN:  Ms. Jackson.

22               MS. JACKSON:  Yes, good evening.  My name is

23     Joselyn Jackson, and I'm here with all the rest of the

24     vendors.  I understand from Chief Craig that he's having

25     someone else to be taking over that matter, so that won't
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1     be a topic for me.

2               But I was just trying to find out is there any

3     way that I can speak with -- set up some type of meeting

4     with you personally?  Because I've had a son murdered in

5     this city and it has not been resolved in ten years, and it

6     doesn't seem like it's going anywhere.  So I'm trying to

7     find out how can I look into that, since we want to take

8     care of the vendoring thing separately.

9               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.  I think one of

10     the commanders is going to respond to you right --

11               CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair.

12               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

13               CHIEF CRAIG:  We're definitely -- the commander

14     who oversees homicide will talk to you, set you up with a

15     meeting with our Inactive Case Unit.  Also I'm not certain

16     if you -- we want to introduce you to an organization that

17     we work very close with.

18               UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Mothers of Murdered Children.

19               CHIEF CRAIG:  Mothers of Murdered Children who do

20     a lot of work with us, both inside our Homicide Section as

21     well as out in the community.  So I think that would be

22     helpful.

23               MS. JACKSON:  Okay, thank you.

24               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, ma'am.

25               MS. KINDLE:  Hi.  May name is Sandra Kindle, and
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1     I know you say I only have two minutes.  But I'm a single

2     parent; I'm a laborer; I belonged to the City of Detroit my

3     whole life.  I opened up a business removing asbestos,

4     minority, by myself.  I filed a complaint in July against a

5     coworker, which was a foreman.  He went through the back

6     door; he stole way over $75,000 from me.  I have proof from

7     checks to affidavits, to cease and desist, a recorded

8     conversation, a signed note saying that he will try to pay

9     me back.  I went with all of this to the Seventh Precinct

10     on the 22nd of July.  I pursued to keep calling in regards

11     to that.  From day one I felt like I was always treated

12     with bias, asking was there a relationship.  I explained to

13     them.  I presented everything.  During the numerous of me

14     calling no one got back with me.  I end up going up in

15     there; and then they told me that I didn't have a case.

16     Well when were you going to call me?  I called a -- sent

17     something to the attorney general.  No help.  I did a

18     citizen complaint back in October.  I heard something from

19     December and January.  They determined that the officer's

20     word against mine.  And I'm just wondering where do I get

21     help from?  Do something else has to happen on my part to

22     where I'm locked up or something because I'm trying to go

23     the right way?

24               And I want to also say that I know a lot of

25     officers and police officers, and I have nothing against
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1     them.  Ya'll do a beautiful job.  I must say that.  But in

2     so it's a handful that doesn't in the Seventh Precinct.

3     The other night, perfect example, a person hit me.  I

4     called 9-1-1.  No one ever came out.  I was there for an

5     hour and a half in the same spot.

6               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Chief Craig?

7               CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair.

8               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

9               CHIEF CRAIG:  I'm going to have Deputy Chief Hall

10     who oversees the eastside of the city -- I don't know if

11     you've had a chance to have a conversation with Commander

12     Williams -- no, but I want to deputy chief to.  Is

13     Commander Williams here?

14               UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  He's not here.

15               CHIEF CRAIG:  Okay, if you would do that -- find

16     out -- have you had a chance to meet with Commander

17     Williams at Number Seven or --

18               MS. KINDLE:  No.  I have all of my letters from

19     the City of Detroit.  As a matter of fact, I was on my way

20     down to First Precinct last week.  Because when I got my

21     last letter in the first of February I spoke to someone at

22     the complaint office in regards to my letter.  Basically my

23     word against theirs.  And I said, well how can I get all my

24     information back from the Seventh Precinct, which has A to

25     Z, over a hundred pages of me trying to prove what has
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1     happened?  No one still has not contacted me.  I think it's

2     so unfair, because I guess I don't have an attorney to walk

3     up in there with me.

4               And why it has taken so long for me to make it to

5     this meeting?  I heard about it two months ago from my

6     auntie.  At the time I was working nights.  If I don't eat

7     -- I mean if I don't work my family don't eat.  So I'm here

8     tonight and I really would need for something to happen.

9               CHIEF CRAIG:  Deputy Chief Hall will help you.

10     Thank you, ma'am.

11               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, ma'am.  And you

12     don't have to wait to attend a meeting.  As you well know

13     you can call us.  You can go online.  But -- you're shaking

14     your head.  Okay, ma'am.  Well I'll just leave it at that.

15               MS. KINDLE:  No.  I respect that.

16               COMMISSIONER BELL:  No.  I'll leave it at that.

17               MS. KINDLE:  I respect that.  I'm sorry.  But

18     while we're in here --

19               COMMISSIONER BELL:  I'll leave it at that.  I'll

20     leave it at that.  See Deputy Chief Hall.

21               MS. KINDLE:  Okay.

22               COMMISSIONER BELL:  See Deputy Chief Hall.

23               MS. KINDLE:  Thank you.  I appreciate it.

24               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  I assume that's

25     the end of --
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1               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

2               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

3               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir, I have a

4     statement.  And it's basically to the commissioners.  Last

5     week we took a vote to not suspend Police Officer Mark

6     Diaz, or some of us did, took a vote not to suspend Mark

7     Diaz as the president of the DPOA without pay.  I can state

8     that in the history of this department in the recent era I

9     don't know of any police officer or member of rank who is

10     not suspended without pay who's been charged with a felony.

11     I respect democracy and those who take a stance and vote

12     whichever way they choose.  But when that -- on that road

13     of democracy when integrity collides in the intersection

14     with hypocrisy it is, in my opinion, a compromise to the

15     very integrity of this commission by their vote.

16               No member of this police department should be

17     treated any different than any previous members.  I

18     received a number of phone calls last week, text messages

19     from those who current -- some that currently work for the

20     police department, but mostly from retired members who

21     definitely were opposed to the vote that was taken by the

22     commission.  We are the civilian oversight for the Detroit

23     Police Department.  So I just want to go on record, I voted

24     in concurrence even with the Chief in calling in the

25     suspension of Mark Diaz with pay.  So I just think that no
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1     one should be treated any different.  No one should be

2     above the law or any rules and regulations of the Detroit

3     Police Department, be it the union president or anyone.  So

4     that's just my statement.  And even received a letter from

5     the Community Coalition today in opposition to that vote.

6     So there are those in this community who are aware, most

7     opposedly, as to what occurred last week.  I'm not seeking

8     any endorsements or monies from the DPOA.  Never have.

9     Never will.  I'm represented by the people.  I represent

10     the people, in other words.  So I just want to make that

11     statement to go on record.  But definitely this

12     commission's integrity definitely took a hit last week.

13     Thank you.

14               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Any other -- Commissioner

15     Burton, you wanted to say something?

16               COMMISSIONER BURTON:  No, I yield to -- well,

17     yes.  I would like to say something.  You know, there's --

18     you know, being on this commission board, you know, you

19     have many commissioners who have different experiences and

20     things of that nature, you know, across the board.  And I

21     respect all my colleagues, by the way, and the way they go

22     in and make decisions at the table.  But, you know, one

23     thing we all have to keep in mind, there is a presumption

24     of innocence.  And, you know, that's where I stand.  There

25     is always a presumption of innocence.
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1               And the situation with Mark Diaz was a different

2     situation compared to most.  It's where he's, I guess,

3     suspended without pay from the department, but he's still

4     performed duties, daily duties, with the union and fighting

5     on behalf of our officers; many of you who are in this room

6     today.  And also attending pension board meetings.  And I

7     believe any man or any woman that goes to work everyday

8     deserve their compensation.  How would you feel if you went

9     to work today, tomorrow, the rest of this week and the

10     following week and you're showing up but you're not being

11     compensated for your work?  So I believe any man, any woman

12     that goes to work, shows up, do their job deserve their

13     compensation.  Also there's also a presumption of

14     innocence.  Thank you.

15               COMMISSIONER BELL:  If there's no other business

16     report the Chair will entertain a motion for adjournment.

17               COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  So moved.

18               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Been properly moved.

19               COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Support.

20               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Support.  Those in favor aye.

21               THE BOARD:  Aye.

22               COMMISSIONER BELL:  And thank you for coming out

23     this evening.  We appreciate you.  And there is

24     refreshments, I think, after the meeting.

25               (At 8:06 p.m., proceedings concluded)
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