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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 Thursday, November 13, 2014

3 About 6:30 p.m.

4                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Good evening.  I want to

5      say good evening again and get your attention, please.

6      I want to extend a warm evening invitation to you and

7      greetings for attending our monthly community meeting

8      here at the Boys & Girls Club.

9                I am Willie Bell.  I am your Chairperson on

10      the Board of Police Commission and I'm going to ask our

11      Board Secretary, Mr. George Anthony, to introduce the

12      rest of the Board Members.  Thank you.  They just

13      reminded me that I broke from my routine.  I normally

14      allow the commission to introduce themselves in their

15      own way for the community meeting so we're going to

16      continue with that pattern.  So to my far left, we

17      start to my far left.

18                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Commissioner Richard

19      Shelby, District 1.

20                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Commissioner Reginald

21      Crawford, District 3.

22                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Commissioner Lisa

23      Carter District 6, and I'm vice-chair with the

24      Commission.

25                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Good evening.  Police
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1      Commissioner Ricardo Moore from the number 1 district

2      in the City of Detroit, District 7.

3                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Mr. Secretary, are we in

4      order now?

5                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Mr. Chair, you do have a

6      quorum, but I would like to do a roll call of those

7      commissioners that did not identify themselves.

8                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

9                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Willie Burton asked to be

10      excused tonight.  He has some other engagements.

11      Commissioner Wendell L. Byrd.  Commissioner Jessica

12      Taylor, she's trying to get here, sir, so I think she's

13      on the way.  And Commissioner Donnell R. White has

14      asked to be excused.

15                Mr. Chair you do have a quorum of five

16      commissioners.

17                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.  And to my

18      extreme left, he needs no introduction.  That's why the

19      meeting is here.  Chief James E. Craig to the far left.

20      Thank you for attending.

21                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Mr. Anthony, would you

22      introduce the staff of the Board of Police

23      Commissioners, please?

24                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Well we have recording

25      our proceedings Sergeant Alan Quinn, Miss Mindy Womack
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1      from Hanson Court Reporting Services.  And that

2      completes the introduction of staff.  Okay.

3                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And I see on the front row

4      our newly appointed attorney to the board in the

5      processes Linda Bernard.  Thank you for your

6      attendance, and we're looking forward to interacting

7      with you as the attorney to the Board, newly appointed

8      as of last week.  And I think you said yes, is that

9      correct?

10                MS. BERNARD:  Yes, sir.

11                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  We are happy to be

12      here at the Boys & Girls Club and we have a greetings

13      from the director of the Boys & Girls Club and we thank

14      you for your hospitality Director Jackie Banks.  Would

15      you please come forward if you're in the house.  Just

16      give a round of applause.  Give us official greetings

17      when I think about Boys & Girls I always think about

18      Denzel Washington.

19                MS. BANKS:  Thank you.  First of all, on

20      behalf of the NFL Youth Education Town Boys & Girls

21      Club we welcome each and every one of you here today.

22      As members of the community, we're honored that you

23      made us your choice, and if there's anything that I can

24      do for you, my name is Miss Jackie.  I would be honored

25      to accommodate you.  If the room needs temperature
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1      adjusting, we need a few more chairs, whatever I can do

2      to make your stay with us comfortable, let me know.

3      Thank you.

4                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you for hosting.

5                MS. BANKS:  You're welcome.

6                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Mr. Secretary, we have

7      Commissioner Wendell Byrd joining us to our left.

8      Let's give Mr. Byrd a round of applause.  Recently

9      elected on the east side, west, west side.

10                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioner Moore is

11      going to read the duties and responsibilities of the

12      Board of Police Commissioners.

13                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

14                In 1973, the Citizens of Detroit adopted a

15      new form of governance for the Police Department by

16      revising the Detroit City Charter and creating the

17      Board Police Commissioners.  The revised City Charter

18      became effective on July 1st, 1974.

19                The 2012 City Charter provides for the Board

20      to have 11 commissioners - 4 members appointed by the

21      Mayor, subject to the City Council approval, and 7

22      elected members, one from each non at-large Police

23      Commission District.   The 2012 Charter gives the Board

24      "supervisory control and oversight of the Police

25      Department" as set forth in the Charter.
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1                The Board is required to meet at least once

2      each week but may vote to recess during the

3      Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's holidays.

4                The Board is responsible for the following

5      specific duties:  Establish policies, rules, and

6      regulations for the Police Department in consultation

7      with the Chief and approval of the Mayor; review and

8      approve the department budget; receive and resolve

9      citizen complaints except those alleging criminality;

10      act as final authority in imposing or reviewing

11      discipline of employees of the Department; make an

12      annual report to the Mayor, the City Counsel, and the

13      public of the Department's activities during the

14      previous year, including the handling of crime and

15      complaints, and of future plans.

16                The Board appoints a Board Secretary.  It

17      also appoints a Chief Investigator and such additional

18      staff of investigators, as it deems necessary.  All

19      Board appointees serve at the Board's pleasure.

20                The Board is a liaison between citizens of

21      the city of Detroit and the Detroit Police Department.

22      Thank you, Mr. Chair.

23                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you Commissioner

24      Moore.

25                We would like to pause before we address the



11/13/201411/13/2014

Page 8

1      agenda.  Do we have a chaplain in the house from

2      Detroit Police Department or deacon from one of the

3      local churches in the house?  If not, we're going ask

4      Commissioner Wendell.  You looking around?  He was

5      here?  Okay, sir, pastor come forward here.

6                (Invocation given).

7                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  That's Chaplain James

8      Powell.  Thank you, sir.  I appreciate that.

9                Commissioners, you have before you the agenda

10      for this meeting, and what I would like to do is ask

11      you to modify the agenda and move to our prosecuting

12      attorney being the first order of business that we

13      conduct after we approve the agenda.  What is your

14      pleasure for the agenda with the modification that I

15      spoke to?

16                COMMISSIONER:  So Moved.

17                COMMISSIONER:  Support.

18                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Been properly moved and

19      supported.  Raise the question.  Those in favor aye.

20                THE COMMISSIONER:  Aye.

21                CHAIRPERSON BELL:   Those opposed.  Motion

22      carries.

23                Commissioners, you have before you the

24      minutes from Thursday, November 6th, 2014.  What is

25      your pleasure.
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1                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So moved.

2                COMMISSIONER:  Support.

3                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Ready for the question?

4      Those in favor?

5                THE COMMISSION:  Aye.

6                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

7      carries.

8                So next item of business would be our Wayne

9      County prosecuting attorney.  I'm going to ask

10      Commissioner Crawford to introduce the prosecutor in

11      some form.

12                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes.  I'd like to

13      thank everyone for attending this meeting and Honorable

14      Prosecutor Kym L. Worthy is here to give us a

15      presentation, and it's a timely presentation due to

16      what occurred a couple days ago, so if you'd like to

17      step forward, ma'am.

18                PROSECUTOR WORTHY:  Thank you for having me.

19      It's my pleasure to be here.  I want to start off by

20      saying that despite the history of this, we at this

21      point enjoy a very good working relationship with the

22      Detroit Police Department.  I'm going to talk more

23      about that in a minute.  And the basic facts are August

24      the 8th I think of 2009 there were a cadre of untested

25      rape kits found in the Detroit Police Department
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1      Property Annex.  And this was being done as a

2      walkthrough was talking place by Michigan State Police

3      crime lab personnel, and one of my assistant

4      prosecutors who was managing at the time.  And he

5      noticed that there were what he knew to be rape kits

6      because he had worked in the office for a long time

7      estimated that there were about 10,000.  And when I got

8      the phone call, I was quite surprised.  I thought that

9      this was probably a Detroit, yet another Detroit only

10      issue.  I could not have been more wrong.

11                I went home that day and Googled what we

12      thought was 10,000 untested rape kits and started

13      getting hits all over the country and across the pond,

14      as they say, in Great Britain.  We found out that not

15      only did New York, and L.A., and Chicago, and Quantico

16      and other areas have this issue, there's an issue in

17      almost every state in the United States.

18                The issue then became for us what to do about

19      it because we later discovered there are 11,341.  And

20      we had at that time no nexus between the kits and the

21      police report.  So they were not computerized, and so

22      we had quite a task.  We didn't know what to do.  We

23      didn't have any money.  We didn't have any resources.

24      And the attitude that would later be shared by Wayne

25      County Executive who's part of my office, my office is
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1      not funded by the city, it's funded by the county, the

2      county executive would later say that he didn't think

3      that we should be wasting our time; that it was a low

4      priority to prosecute the rapes coming from these kits.

5      So we didn't know where to start.

6                So we started the fact that we knew, I knew

7      that we wanted all these kits tested, even kits that

8      were beyond what's called the statute of limitations.

9      The statute of limitations basically is a time

10      prescribed by law beyond which no prosecutions can

11      occur.  So let's just say the statute of limitations is

12      ten years, if a crime was discovered ten years later,

13      then under most circumstances, of course there are

14      exceptions, you can't do anything with the case.  But

15      we and the law have different ways that we can deal

16      with that so we knew we wanted them all tested because

17      potentially we had over 11,000 victims of violent

18      crimes right in the City of Detroit.

19                Now sexual assault or rape or by statue in

20      Michigan is called criminal sexual conduct is among the

21      lowest reported of crime across the United States, not

22      unique to Detroit.  The arrest rate across the country

23      is low.  Women who report, I say women, some men and

24      some children as well, their percentage is quite low.

25      So the small subset of women who go on to report the
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1      rape deserve our full-time attention.

2                And so we started out by doing a collection

3      of prosecutors and support staff and volunteers to come

4      in and we went through each and every one of those

5      boxes.  It took us a total of nine months, basically,

6      to go through each box and create our own database

7      because the outside of a rape kit box -- does everybody

8      know what a rape kit is?  I shouldn't assume that you

9      do.  A rape kit is an invasive exam that a woman who

10      has just been sexually assaulted goes through.  It can

11      take anywhere from four to ten hours where each and

12      every orifice of that woman's body is poked and prodded

13      and looked at and scanned and examined to see if any

14      forensic evidence can be found from those orifices of

15      her body, remember, she's just been sexually assaulted

16      in the hopes that they'll be enough DNA material we can

17      later identify a perpetrator.  That's a very simplistic

18      example.  That's put in a box and hopefully taken to a

19      lab and examined.

20                And so on the outside of the box is usually

21      identifying information, the name of the victim, where

22      it happened, the date that it happened, and some very

23      very limited information like that.

24                So we created that database, and then we had

25      to go and try to start finding files.  This happened
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1      five years ago.  Chief Craig was not the chief then.

2      And we had to start finding files that were attached to

3      these kits as best that we could.  It wasn't hard

4      because there's not much material, not much information

5      we had.  That's what we had to start to do.  Remember,

6      it took us nine months.  Prosecutor's were doing this

7      on their own time despite the very heavy caseloads that

8      Wayne County has.

9                In the middle of that, we started to kind of

10      trying to figure out what we were going to do.  We knew

11      we couldn't just start with the first kit we found.  We

12      had to somehow figure out which kits we should test

13      first.  We knew we were nearing the statute of

14      limitations on some kits, so we picked those first.

15      And then we later categorized stranger rapes where the

16      people didn't know each other, according to information

17      that we had and so on and so on.

18                And so we later applied for a grant through a

19      state agency called the Michigan Domestic Violence and

20      Sexual Assault Prevention and Treatment Board, and the

21      woman executive director is very learned and knows a

22      lot of people in Washington.  So we turned to the

23      office of Violence Against Women in D.C..

24                Now just so happened Eric Holder, the

25      attorney general, soon to be gone attorney general,



11/13/201411/13/2014

Page 14

1      sadly, was very dedicated and one of his four missions

2      of his tenure was sexual assault in the United States.

3      And so his deputy, Bea Hanson, who's the head of the

4      office of Violence Against Women provided some funds

5      for us to do a pilot project so we could figure out

6      what we had.  And the researchers at Michigan State

7      University told us if we picked 400 of these kits, that

8      would give us a snap -- and analyzed them and

9      investigated them, that would give us a snapshot of

10      what we had.  In other words, give us a basis to what

11      we could look forward to in the future that we may

12      have.  So that took quite a while to do that.  We did

13      receive funds; we did do that.

14                Later on down the road, we received about

15      1.7, 1.8 million dollars from the Michigan -- from the

16      Department of Justice in Washington, again run by Eric

17      Holder, the arm of that called NIJ, the National

18      Institute of Justice.  It was a research project where

19      we had two mandates, two main mandates.  One was to

20      figure out a blueprint or a protocol because there

21      wasn't one, across the United States what was happening

22      so jurisdictions won't have to start from scratch.  It

23      would have been nice to have that when we started.  And

24      two, to find out how sexual assault victims are treated

25      from the beginning of their entry into the criminal
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1      justice system all the way to the end.

2                So we found some very disturbing situations

3      about cases and how law enforcement was treating them

4      across the United States, we're really concerned with

5      Detroit treating rape victims from the very beginning.

6      And these rape kits remember at that time went back 25

7      years.  Now since we've been working on this project,

8      they go back 30 years, some of them.

9                And so we started that.  I want to give you

10      just a few quick statistics from that particular

11      particular project.  We finished up the project.  That

12      money ran out.  The three-year project ran out on

13      September 30th of 2013, and so we were able to through

14      that project, throughout all the other work that we

15      did, test about 1600 kits.  And through the 1600,

16      remember I'm talking about the statistics I'm going to

17      give you in a minute, I'm going to give you more

18      updated ones, but from just the 1600 kits of the over

19      11,000, 127 serial rapists were identified, 127.

20                And also we had issues because we knew that

21      some people in the legislature and other places we

22      turned to for help look at this as only a Detroit only

23      problem, even though we knew it was a national problem.

24      And so what we started telling people is rapists do not

25      stop at Eight Mile Road, they don't stop at the city
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1      line, they don't stop at the county line, the don't

2      even stop at the state line.  And these rapists just

3      from the 1600 subsets, 1600 tested from that project,

4      these rapists went on to rape in 23 other states and

5      the District of Columbia.  So these rapists just from

6      1600 of over the 11,000, these rapists went on to rape

7      in almost half of the states in the United States.

8                So there's your powerful argument that

9      rapists are not -- they're transitory.  They move.

10      They don't stay.  So they could come to anybody's town

11      and offend.  So we started working.  Tonya is the head

12      of the unit that works on these cases, works very hard.

13      And she keeps stats, she's prosecuted cases and she has

14      provided stats.  But again, the problem we had was at

15      that particular time was costing anywhere from 1200 to

16      $1500 per kit to test.  $1200 to $1500 per kit to test.

17      And we remember, I didn't get any support from the

18      county.  The city was having their financial issues,

19      and so we really didn't know where to turn.  And so I

20      started talking about it to anyone who would listen,

21      and even those that wouldn't.  It started being picked

22      up as a story and then Detroit Crime Commission stepped

23      in.  The Detroit Crime Commission served as our

24      fiduciary so people from all over the country were

25      sending in $5, $10, $50 to help support, and it was
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1      starting to add up.  Two other things happened from

2      Detroit Men's Business Women and Men stepped up, some

3      to the tune of thousands and thousands, 50,000 to

4      $100,000 was donated to this project.

5                I also received a call very early on in this

6      process from Congressman Conyers who called me and said

7      you know, he was at the time head of the judiciary in

8      the congress in the House of Representatives.  He said

9      well I heard what you're trying to do.  I heard about

10      the problem.  I know we have to fix this.  We cannot

11      have this.  We have to keep our women and children

12      safe, in a safe Detroit.  I want you to come to

13      Washington.  I've convened a panel.  I want you to come

14      to Washington to testify.  Okay, congressman, anything

15      for you.  He said okay.  I expect you here tomorrow

16      morning at 9:00.  So this was at 6:00 in the evening.

17                So I got there, and it's just like you see on

18      TV.  There's a table across and there's people that are

19      there.  I was on the end.  And then there's a woman

20      next to me who was a rape victim from Ohio, there are

21      places in Ohio who had rape kit issues, who talked

22      about her rape kit sat on a shelf for many many years.

23      It was finally tested an her perpetrator is now in

24      prison.  And then next to her was a woman named Mariska

25      Hargitay, who is the star of Law and Order SVU who
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1      plays Olivia Benson.  And so she told her story.  The

2      sexual assault victim told her story.  I told about our

3      dilemma and how we needed funding and how we needed

4      help from the federal government to get this done.  It

5      was going to cost anywhere between 10 to 15 million

6      dollars to get all these kits tested, and then more

7      than that, not just getting the kits tested because

8      that doesn't bring anybody to justice.  We have to be

9      able to investigate these cases and then prosecute

10      them.

11                And so as Mariska at the end as she was being

12      whisked out, I literally grabbed her and said -- her

13      arm.  I wasn't going to stalk her, I just grabbed her

14      arm.  We are having issues in Detroit, you've got to

15      come help us and she said okay.  And she did.  She

16      stepped up in a big way.  She has a foundation called

17      the Joyful Heart Foundation.  Their foundation actually

18      was a partner with us on our NIJ project and she's been

19      very intimately involved sending untold dollars to the

20      effort, her foundation, as well as having -- raising --

21      having us to be a beneficiary of major dollars that she

22      gives and we've gotten some major dollars from her as

23      well.  So this is how we funded it.  I started

24      traveling all over the country begging for issues and

25      networking and it's really paid off.
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1                And so at this point in time, we have, as I

2      said, at that particular -- ran out last year and we

3      still have a lot of work to do.  But governor of the

4      state stepped up, attorney general of the state stepped

5      up.  I don't remember exact date, year before last, and

6      identified four million dollars from state settlement

7      funds, tobacco companies that I guess they can use any

8      way they see fit, and they provided us four million

9      dollars to Michigan State Crime Lab to be able to test

10      8000 more kits.  So that means we had 10,000 kits

11      accounted for.

12                So right now as we speak, 4000 of those kits

13      are being tested by a private lab called Sorenson and

14      another 4000 being tested by another private lab called

15      Bodie.  And we're having literally hundreds of results

16      coming in daily that we have to go through and analyze

17      and have investigated so we can see if there's going to

18      be prosecution comes out of these cases.

19                So we have a sexual assault kit, a team that

20      works on sexual assaults, the same prosecutor that does

21      the warrant issues the charges.  The same prosecutor

22      the helps carry it all the way through.

23                Recently we have two very stunning

24      announcements and two things that have occurred.  One,

25      we have always said that if you can track a package
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1      that you order from amazon.com and you can go on the

2      computer and see where your package is, we ought to be

3      able to track a rape kit as it goes through and

4      traverses through the criminal justice system.  So we

5      thought well let's go to the people who do this for a

6      living.  As it stood, Dan Gilbert, who's company has

7      been very helpful in this effort, his company provided

8      $25,000 to pay for a pilot program for us to be the

9      first state in the nation that tracks rape kits

10      electronically.  Quicken Loans uses UPS so they put us

11      in touch with UPS, and UPS in a matter of seems like

12      days, but it's probably about a month put together a

13      pilot program where Detroit Police Department officers

14      and the SAFE nurses, the Sexual Assault Forensic

15      Nurses, SAFE nurses are trained, and those are the

16      nurses that do the rape kit exams in Wayne County, and

17      they are going to be able to track these cases through

18      the criminal justice system.  Never been done in this

19      country.  The pilot program is just getting started.

20                Another thing that happened is we knew it was

21      going to cost anywhere from 10 to 20 million dollars in

22      order to be able to investigate and prosecute these

23      cases after they were tested.  We knew it was going to

24      take us anywhere from three to five years to get it

25      done.  We were committed, as was Chief Craig, Detroit
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1      Police Department, and our other partner, the nurses,

2      the victim advocates that we worked with.  We worked

3      very closely with some cases knocking on the doors of

4      women 10, 15, 20 years ago that happened 20 years ago.

5      They may have a new life, they may have remarried, they

6      may have married, they may have never told their spouse

7      about what happened to them, and so we spend a good

8      deal of time on victim notification and how to notify

9      victims about what we're knocking on the door for, and

10      we've had a great deal of success doing that.

11                And so now we need to know how we're going to

12      raise this 10 to 20 million dollars.  And actually a

13      member of city counsel put me in touch with David

14      Edner, who's the head of the Hudson Webber Foundation,

15      and they put together a consortium, and this has also

16      never been done, a consortium of non-profits, Hudson

17      Webber, Kellogg's, Skillman, Ford Foundation, about

18      eight foundations, and they formed New Detroit Economic

19      Initiative.  And they are funding the Michigan Women's

20      foundation to raise 10 to 20 million dollars to fund

21      this effort.  And so we have the private sector

22      stepping up and the nonprofit sector stepping up in a

23      very very big way to support this effort.  We want to

24      make sure that every woman whose rape kit that we have

25      that can be prosecuted will be prosecuted, and this
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1      will be a safe, safer Detroit.

2                Now let me say what's important is that when

3      you are able to get a forensic profile, when there's

4      enough material to get a profile, I'm going to tell you

5      what the numbers are in a minute, that also helps solve

6      other crimes.  It helps solve homicides, it helps to

7      solve robberies, it helps to solve carjacking, it helps

8      to solve breaking and entering, it helps to solve auto

9      theft.  When forensic evidence is taken in any crime

10      and there's enough DNA material to get into the

11      database, so any kind of populated database is going to

12      help us solve crimes, not just sexual assault.

13                One other significant thing has happened as

14      well.  We knew that we were going to have to have

15      legislation in the state to make sure this never

16      happens again because it didn't make any sense to have

17      this issue, deal with this issue, spend as much time,

18      energy, and resources on it and then look around in

19      five years and have it happened again.  So with the

20      help of everybody, every agency that I've mentioned

21      already, including the Detroit Police Department, we've

22      crafted legislation, and now that was signed by the

23      governor a couple months ago, it passed both houses in

24      record speed, it was a nonpartisan issue.  We had tea

25      party, democrats, republicans all supporting this
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1      issue, and so it was a good thing to see because nobody

2      wants to see their wives raped, their mothers raped,

3      their daughters raped, their aunts raped, any woman

4      raped, and so that's very helpful.  So now we have time

5      standards in which when a woman goes and, has a rape

6      kit done with the forensic nurses, there's a period of

7      time when the police department can cross the state,

8      state law, not just Detroit, across the state have a

9      certain number of days, 14, to pick them up, and then

10      the police have a certain number of days to get them to

11      the crime lab.  And the crime lab has a certain number

12      of days to get them processed, assuming that there are

13      the appropriate resources to do so.  We eventually want

14      to have a system through the UPS model where victims

15      can be on-line and see exactly where it is, but we're

16      far off from that, but that's one of our hopes.

17                Before I end with the stats and any question

18      you may have, I want to just give you a couple of

19      examples of some of the cases that have been

20      prosecuted.  One case involved I think he was ten years

21      old, nine years olds at a gas station, he was at a gas

22      station trying to make a little pocket change asking

23      people can I pump your gas for a little change.  And he

24      ran across one of the people who was later one of our

25      defendants who told him he had some work he could do at
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1      his house.  And you can imagine what happened next.  He

2      took the boy to his house and then molested him for

3      quite a period of time.  At one point in time hung him,

4      had ligature marks on his wrist.  He was let go.  He

5      wasn't, thankfully, killed.  He was let go and

6      immediately went home and told his mother.

7                There was a breakdown in the case at that

8      time.  This happened I believe 12 years ago or 13 years

9      ago I think, and the police did not investigate

10      properly.  Five months later there was a report to his

11      teacher at school again, the police were called again,

12      CPS, Child Protected Services were called again.  There

13      was no prosecution.  His rape kit was one of the

14      beginning ones that we got a hit on, and he was found

15      immediately by our investigators.  He told us that he

16      wanted to prosecute.  He always had wanted to

17      prosecute, his mother also wanted to prosecute, and now

18      I think 35 to 70 years he's doing in prison.

19                We had another case where we recognized when

20      we saw the CODIS hit, we recognized the name Shelly

21      Andre Brooks immediately.  We had previously convicted

22      him of raping and killing five women.  And the rape kit

23      that was on the shelf that caused us to get his profile

24      in CODIS had predated these homicides.

25                So again, these are some very serious cases.



11/13/201411/13/2014

Page 25

1      We have many many cases and stories to tell, and I want

2      to just tell you a couple of update stats right now.

3      Now remember I told you out of 1600 we had 127 serial

4      rapists identified.  We now have 188.  We now have --

5      the rapists have gone on to rape in 26 or 27 other

6      states in the United States and some of these states

7      have multiple hits in those states.  We have closed out

8      151 closed investigations for various reasons.  We have

9      some denied warrants.  We have a number of kits where

10      we have no or insufficient DNA so we won't have kits

11      from all 11,000, obviously, and we have 760 forensic

12      kits, CODIS kits that we have uploaded into CODIS.

13                So again, this is a very very interesting --

14      interesting is the wrong word.  This is a very very

15      necessary procedure that we're going through.  We've

16      had some very good cooperation from our victims that

17      should have been dealt with in the past.  We have good

18      cooperation with the police department, with the

19      Michigan State Police crime lab, and with all the

20      partners involved here.  We are also to receive some

21      more funds from the Michigan State legislature, which

22      has been very helpful up front and outspoken on this

23      issue.  So I'm hoping that three years from now,

24      hopefully just three years from now, we can put this

25      all to bed and we know we'll have protocols so we know
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1      it will never happen in this department ever again.

2                We are having -- we know that since our

3      discovery in August of 2009 there have been thousands

4      and thousands, 12,000, as a matter of fact, rape kits

5      discovered in Memphis, Tennessee.  I think 7 or 8000, I

6      don't know how many found in Cleveland, thousands found

7      in Cleveland, Ohio.  We have kits that have been

8      discovered in Seattle, Washington, Salt Lake City,

9      Utah, Milwaukee, Wisconsin and other places that I'm

10      just not thinking of at this point.  Not all cities

11      have stepped forward to do what I think they should do

12      and have these kits tested, step out of the shadows and

13      let's get these victims justice.

14                The last thing I want to mention is there's

15      estimated be over 400,000 untested rape kits across

16      this country, 400,000.  We live in Detroit.  We know

17      how big the Big House, University of Michigan Stadium,

18      the largest stadium for college or NFL ball.  400,000,

19      and each of those kits represent a victim.  So 400,000

20      potential untested rape kits out in the United States.

21      Enough victims to fill up the Big House four times.  So

22      if you can imagine, that's the kind of colossal issue

23      we have here.  I'm so glad we have the cooperation of

24      the Department to make sure that we deal with these

25      issues, get these victims justice, and also to work
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1      together to make sure this never happens in the City of

2      Detroit again.  So thank you.

3                CHAIRPERSON BELL: Just pause for one minute,

4      if you may.  Before the Commissioners weigh in, and

5      before we allow two or three questions, Chief Craig, he

6      might want to respond, update reference to Detroit

7      Police Department handling the process of rape kits any

8      remarks you might want to make.

9                CHIEF CRAIG:  The Detroit Police Department

10      is committed to this effort.  As the prosecutor pointed

11      out, we've moved forward.  Those untested kits have

12      been and are being evaluated by two separate labs.

13      We're committed that that will not happen again.  I had

14      to step out of the room for a moment.  I'm excited

15      about some of the technology, innovative technology

16      that the prosecutor brought to us recently.  That

17      certainly would help eliminate any future occurrences

18      that we realize.

19                As she pointed out, 2009 I was not here.  I

20      was in Los Angeles.  I thought I'd get more laughter

21      than that.  The fact is we're not -- we're committed

22      and we're going to stay committed to ensuring that the

23      right thing is always done.  Sexual assault is a

24      violent crime.  Like other violent crimes, we take that

25      very seriously.  And so that's the only comment I have
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1      on that.

2                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.

3      Commissioners, any comments or questions for the chief

4      or prosecutor?  We can have some brief comments from

5      the audience.

6                MS. BERNARD:  I just want to make one

7      comment, Madam Prosecutor.  First of all, your

8      presentation was outstanding.  But Congressman Conyers

9      also sponsored the Violence Against Women Act to allow

10      his leadership on that issue without him putting forth

11      that bill, we wouldn't even have it, he and the

12      vice-president.

13                CHAIRPERSON BELL:   Thank you.  Congressman

14      Conyers always been the focal point on issues impacting

15      the community.

16                PROSECUTOR WORTHY:  And I will say he

17      consistently calls me.  Not every day, but I'm just

18      saying asking how it's going.  President Obama, and

19      this has never been done by anyone, President Obama put

20      forth 41 million dollars in his budget.  The budget now

21      is being parsed back and forth for specifically for the

22      investigation and prosecution of these rape kits.

23      That's never been done before.  There is federal money

24      for testing as again we see some of that but no one's

25      ever been so insightful to say well these prosecutors



11/13/201411/13/2014

Page 29

1      and these investigators need money to investigate and

2      prosecute the results of the testing.  And so it's

3      passed the house.  It's tied in the senate though, and

4      they attached climate control to it so we hope that

5      that will pass anyway.  So we're waiting for that

6      because we intend to get a lot of that 41 million

7      dollars to further our efforts whenever it gets out of

8      congress.

9                CHAIRPERSON BELL: I just want to commend you.

10      Are you aware just recently breaking news New Orleans

11      Police Department conducting investigation of the

12      sergeants are not investigating, mishandling and not

13      investigating cases dealing with --

14                PROSECUTOR WORTHY:  New Orleans is another

15      place.  I did know that.

16                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes.  Thank you.

17                CHIEF CRAIG:  In fact, Mr. Chair.

18                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

19                CHIEF CRAIG:  Specifically in New Orleans

20      there was 1290 sexual crimes reported between 2011 and

21      2013, and of that number, only 14% were followed up on.

22      There were repeated reports where the detectives, there

23      were no follow-ups, the cases were just simply closed.

24      Some involved sexual assaults of children.

25                PROSECUTOR WORTHY:  So not everybody's been
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1      responsive as the Department that we have in Detroit,

2      so we're very thankful for that.

3                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes.  And thank you.  Yes,

4      ma'am.

5                MS. TONYA:  Just one question, because

6      there's a lot of confusion in the communities about the

7      crime marital rape.  Would you speak to that, please?

8                PROSECUTOR WORTHY:  You can rape your wife.

9      I don't know what else I can say.  Every case we do

10      fact specific.  I can't tell you that every time

11      there's an allegation made that there's going to be

12      charges.  For example, we do, not to change the

13      subject, as an example, we do anywhere from 6 to 8000,

14      depending on the year, domestic violence cases a year.

15      I'm talking about the whole county, I'm not talking

16      about the City of Detroit.  And the issue about 3600 to

17      3800 a year.  So about half or a little under half we

18      issue, but we have to investigate every one.  And the

19      ones that we don't issue charges on take longer in many

20      cases to investigate and decide to be charged and the

21      ones we do issue.  So it's very fact specific.  Some

22      cases we will issue.  We don't get a whole lot I don't

23      think, Tonya, allegations.  I'm not sure we get a lot

24      of those, but when we do, we investigate fully and we

25      investigate under the confines of the law.
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1                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Madam Prosecutor, why do

2      you believe it's been such a low priority on rape?

3      Rape next to murder is the most serious crime I can

4      think of.

5                PROSECUTOR WORTHY:  Well it's, it's -- I have

6      always called sexual assault the stepchild of other

7      crime.  Not just here, it's everywhere.  It's not

8      reported.  A lot of times it's not reported because as

9      we see, and this is something that's actually depicted

10      very well on television, a lot of things aren't, how

11      women are treated when they report rape.  There's a

12      presumption that a woman is lying and not telling the

13      truth or making it up.  And that doesn't even happen in

14      other crimes.  When someone reports a robbery, people

15      don't presume that it's a lie.  And I think it has a

16      lot to do with the percentage of women that are victims

17      because it's a high percentage of women overwhelmingly.

18      I think it also has to do with old buried -- not yet

19      buried stereotypical thoughts that some people have

20      about women who are raped.  I think it also has to do

21      with the profession of some of our victims.  I think it

22      has to do with sometimes some of our victims have, as

23      we do in all crimes, some victims have mental and

24      substance abuse issues.  But in our view, if a person

25      is raped and we can prove the case beyond a reasonable
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1      doubt, I don't care what your ethnicity is, I don't

2      care what your occupation is, I don't even care if your

3      occupation is legal.  If you are raped and we can prove

4      it beyond a reasonable doubt, we're going to prosecute

5      that case.  We don't make value judgements, or should

6      not make value judgements, and we try really hard in

7      our office not to do that.  So that's why it's a very

8      difficult case to prove to the jury as well.

9                When I was trying these cases, and this is

10      disheartening, I think some of the women in the

11      audience will agree, women are very hard on each other.

12      Some of my toughest critics on these rape cases are

13      women.  I would try to get rid of all my women on rape

14      case juries.  And so there's not a presumption, for

15      example, if you're walking down a street at night at

16      2:00 in the morning wearing nice jewelry that you

17      deserved to be robbed.  But they will say if you're a

18      prostitute or in the sex trade, you deserve to be

19      raped.  Or if you're a college student and you had a

20      little bit too much to drink, then you deserve to be

21      raped, or if you are whatever.  I can give you a

22      thousand different scenarios.  But they need to start

23      by believing.  And believe you me, we will also

24      prosecute and have recently prosecuted a woman who

25      had -- who made a rape charge against a man that was



11/13/201411/13/2014

Page 33

1      false and we charged her and convicted her, so.

2                COMMISSIONER MOORE:   Thank you, Madam

3      Prosecutor.

4                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I see one hand.  Yes,

5      ma'am.  Go ahead and speak.

6                MS. GARDNER:  My name is Judy Gardner.  I

7      want to thank you for your persistence and your

8      courage.  It's been a great pleasure to watch you over

9      the years.

10                PROSECUTOR WORTHY:  I thank you for that, but

11      I have to tell you, I have a very hard working staff,

12      has endured all kinds of, I don't know, it's been a war

13      for the last two years for our very souls because we

14      haven't been funded.  We lost 117 people and almost

15      half of my staff in the last two years because of the

16      previous administration, because of Robert Fincano's

17      administration.  We really worked hard in having to

18      work with these kinds of cases all the cases we do and

19      trying to keep up has been damn near impossible.  So

20      there's some very very hard working public servants

21      that work in my office with me that deserve most of the

22      credit, frankly.

23                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  One more hand.  Please

24      speak up.  Give your name, please.

25                MS. TRILETY:  My name is Paula Trilety.  What
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1      percentage of the rapes were committed by family

2      members or known to the victim?

3                PROSECUTOR WORTHY:  Of the rape kit cases?

4                MS. TRILETY:  Yes.

5                PROSECUTOR WORTHY:  I don't know.  Tonya, do

6      you know?

7                MS. TONYA:  I don't have stats still from

8      those.

9                PROSECUTOR WORTHY: We can't answer that.  I

10      should also tell you at the prosecutor's office we

11      don't have a case management system.  When we count

12      stats, we're still doing (gesture).  That's one of

13      things we've been asking for since 2005, so hopefully

14      we'll get something and we'll be dragged, not kicking

15      and screaming, we'll run into the 21st century.

16                CHAIRPERSON BELL: I'll allow one last

17      question.  Thank you, sir.  Give your name, please.

18                MR. CAMPBELL:  My name is Dustin Campbell.  I

19      was just wondering with the new administration coming

20      and the current county commissioner, do you foresee you

21      getting some of that funding back?  I know it's going

22      to be very tough to get that amount of help back.

23                PROSECUTOR WORTHY: I am confident that the

24      new county executive is committed to public safety and

25      is committed to making sure that we get what we need in
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1      our office.  I am, I am convinced of that.  I am

2      hoping, and very hopeful that, and I have an open mind,

3      that the commission will feel the same.  And because we

4      have, you know, reams of evidence now what happens when

5      you don't fund a prosecutor's office.  You know, I meet

6      with large city prosecutors across this country

7      quarterly, four times a year, and they use Wayne County

8      as the way in their own budget presentations as the way

9      not to fund a prosecutor's office.  We're the lowest

10      funded prosecutor's office in the country.  And so Seth

11      Williams is the Philadelphia DA is the second to last.

12      He's way above where we are.  There's us and then

13      Philly and then everybody else.  So it's, it's really

14      bad.  Are computers are nine-years-old.  We're not

15      paperless.  So we hope that things will be better.  We

16      think that they will.  I'm very optimistic about that.

17                MR. CAMPBELL:  So the citizens should

18      advocate to their commissioners?

19                PROSECUTOR WORTHY:  Absolutely.  It's not

20      supporting me, it's really supporting yourselves.  I

21      would hope after all these years you might not like

22      every thing we do, but I hope you feel we've done

23      everything with integrity and character.

24                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Thank you audience

25      for your participation, and thanks to the Chief for his
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1      remarks in reference to DPD.  And also his iPad brought

2      up you all is right on target, so we appreciate that.

3      And the Honorable Prosecutor Kym Worthy, we just want

4      to thank you for coming out tonight and sharing this

5      very important information with the community and the

6      Board of Police Commissioner's meeting, and we want to

7      recognize your effort in a small way by bringing forth

8      a resolution that's going to be presented by

9      Commissioner Crawford.

10                PROSECUTOR WORTHY:  And we will get this

11      done.

12                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

13                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Detroit police

14      Commissioner's Resolutions honoring Wayne County

15      prosecutor Kim L. Worthy.  Whereas, Wayne County

16      Prosecutor Kim L. Worthy received an undergraduate

17      degree in economics and political science from the

18      University of Michigan and her law degree from the

19      University Notre Dame Law School.

20                1984 she began her legal career in Wayne

21      County prosecutor's office.

22                PROSECUTOR WORTHY:  1994.

23                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay.  I'm sorry.

24      Whereas, in 1994, Ms. Worthy was elected, I'm sorry.

25      In 1984 she began her legal career at the Wayne County
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1      prosecutor's office as assistant prosecutor and years

2      later special assignment prosecutor handling high

3      profile murder cases.  And whereas, in 1994 Ms. Worthy

4      was elected as a judge to Detroit Recorders Court and

5      now the Wayne County Circuit Court and was re-elected

6      to the bench twice by overwhelming majority,

7      overwhelming.

8                Let's see.  On January 6th, 2004 Judge Worthy

9      returned to the prosecutor's office as the new Wayne

10      County prosecutor and the first African-American and

11      female to hold that position.  And whereas in 2008

12      Prosecute Worthy charged and successfully prosecuted

13      former Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick as well as his chief of

14      staff, Christine Beatty.  Prosecutor Worthy was widely

15      acknowledged for her courage, integrity in prosecuting

16      this case.  And whereas Prosecutor Worthy has been

17      instrumental in getting funding for the witness

18      protection program which started in 2007, continues

19      today.  And whereas, prosecutor Worthy conceived and

20      implemented a change, the culture efforts to reduce gun

21      violence in Detroit and Wayne County.  And whereas, in

22      2009 Prosecutor Worthy initiated the sexual kit project

23      to test thousands of untested kits; to identify and

24      prosecute the individuals responsible for these crimes.

25      And whereas, Prosecutor Worthy is active in civic
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1      causes and believes that the service is the rent you

2      pay for living.

3                Ms. Worthy created the Alexandra Simone Fund

4      for the neonatal intensive care unit at Henry Ford

5      Hospital in memory of her deceased daughter.  The funds

6      provide services for the parents of premature birth

7      infants.  She is also an advocate for children and

8      frequently speaks on the need for foster care and

9      adoption of children who do not have permanent homes.

10                Ms. Worthy is a proud mother of Anastasia,

11      Anderson, and Alexandria.

12                Now therefore be it resolved that the Detroit

13      Board of Police Commissioners speaking on behalf of the

14      citizens of Detroit and Detroit Police Department

15      acknowledge the Honorable Kim L. Worthy for a lifelong

16      commitment to justice, equality, and service.  We thank

17      you for helping to make our community a better and

18      safer place to live, Detroit Board of Police

19      Commissioners.

20                PROSECUTOR WORTHY:  Thank you.

21                MS. SMITH:  Mr. Chairman, please, one minute.

22      I'm Bernice Smith.  I will be brief.  I consider Kim

23      Worthy my surrogate daughter.  I've gone through her

24      trials and tribulations when she first started.  I

25      worked on her campaign when she first became the
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1      prosecutor.  She convicted the two policemen that had

2      the problems with the young man.  And also she went on

3      up, and then she became the judge.  I used to sit in on

4      her court cases and she'd look over there and ask me

5      did I want anything.  I said no, I just want to watch

6      you, that's all.

7                My last statement to everybody here, she

8      never put her hand in the cookie jar, all right?  You

9      can always say that.  She's been straightforward and

10      she's been an honest young lady and I'm very proud of

11      her, and to know that I've known her and wasted time

12      not getting closer to her, but she's fine and she's

13      going to do a good job.  She's done it already.  So I

14      love her truly.

15                CHAIRMAN BELL:  If you live in Wayne County,

16      you can impact by contacting your commissioners and

17      also contacting the newly elected county executive for

18      budget for 2014.  That's one way you can have a

19      tremendous impact in terms of voter participation, so I

20      think that's the key to making sure that the office is

21      properly funded.  We're going to move back to the

22      agenda.  I'm going to reserve my remarks at this time.

23      I'm going to ask Chief Craig to introduce his staff and

24      you have the floor, sir.

25                CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you.  I will report out.
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1      It's an honor to be here this evening, Mr. President,

2      commissioners.  First I want to start out by

3      acknowledging a group of exceptional professionals that

4      were promoted today.  I went to start with or newest

5      member of our executive team.  Deputy Chief Charles

6      Fitzgerald, will you stand and be recognized?

7                In addition to Chief Fitzgerald promoted was

8      commander Marlon Wilson formerly of the 8th precinct.

9      Promoted to captain, Captain Darin Szilagy could not be

10      with us this evening.  He's on a well deserved

11      vacation.  He's going to be assigned as our night

12      chief.  Captain Constance Slappey formerly of the 8th,

13      9th precinct assigned to night captain.  And last, but

14      certainly not least, captain Jacqueline Pritchett, who

15      was assigned to the 8th precinct as a lieutenant, now

16      as commanding officer of the 8th precinct.  If we could

17      give them a round of applause.

18                Certainly my First Assistant Chief Lashinda

19      Houser is here this evening.  Assistant Chief White,

20      Assistant Chief Dolunt, Commander Hall and so many in

21      the back.  Give all the commanding officers a round of

22      applause.

23                I did want to report out an article, big news

24      as it relates to, once again, Detroit has got this

25      distinction of being in the year 2013 as one of the top
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1      murder cities in the country.  And I vigorously pushed

2      back not to denounce the fact that our murder rate per

3      one hundred thousand residents does exceed and is the

4      highest in the country, but that doesn't tell the whole

5      story.  It's good news.  It's good national news.  It

6      can also be good local news.  But I want to tell you

7      the other story because there were some statements made

8      in the paper.  Mr. President, this is certainly not a

9      slam to you, but certainly when we talk about all of

10      the work that's been done starting last year to present

11      day, I have some remarks that I want to make.  You

12      know, especially as it relates to, you know, when we

13      talk about people getting car-jacked, people getting

14      robbed in their driveways, churches hiring security

15      guards, I got to tell you, now being my fourth city,

16      this happens in every city I've worked.  And so this is

17      not an anomaly.  And so to say that maybe people don't

18      want to move or are not moving to Detroit, certainly is

19      not the spirit of Detroit.  And so now I'm going to

20      tell you what the true spirit of Detroit is.  First of

21      all, when we look at last year, we ended the year with

22      333 homicides.  The year prior 2012 we ended the year

23      with 386 homicides.  So we ended the year with a 13.7

24      reduction in homicides.  But it wasn't just homicides.

25      When you talk about what drives fear in our city, we
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1      look at all the violent crimes.  And what makes us

2      categories of violent crime, talking about sexual

3      assault, robberies and aggravated assaults.  I will

4      tell you in my opinion, the crime of robbery,

5      carjacking that really drives fear in our city.

6                And so when we started just 16 months ago, I

7      set a very soft goal of a 5% reduction in overall crime

8      in the City if Detroit.  We exceeded that goal.  We

9      ended that year with a 7%.  As I pointed out, in the

10      area of homicide, we ended the year with 13.7 percent

11      reduction.  And then we talk about shooting incidents,

12      another crime that certainly drives fear, we ended the

13      year with an 8.1% reduction.

14                So starting with 2014, we wanted to continue

15      to drive crime down, and here we are in the last

16      quarter of the year.  We set a very modest goal of a

17      10% reduction in overall.  Crime as of today we're

18      sitting on a 19% reduction in overall crime in the City

19      of Detroit.

20                Now I want to go into the specific

21      categories.  So when we look at the crime on homicide,

22      we're poised this year to have the lowest number of

23      homicides in the City of Detroit in 40 years.  40

24      years.  Year-to-date, we're sitting at 255 homicides

25      with a 15% reduction year-to-date as compared to last
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1      year, and we reduced homicides last year.  In the area

2      of robbery where we're seeing our steepest reduction,

3      we're sitting on a 24% reduction in robbery

4      year-to-date with an overall reduction in violent crime

5      of 7%.

6                I also know that auto thefts certainly has

7      been an issue in the City of Detroit for years, and one

8      of the reasons why we're paying so much in auto

9      insurance.  Year-to-date, stolen vehicles were down

10      18%, which translates into almost 3000 fewer autos

11      stolen in the City of Detroit.

12                So our critics would say well, you know,

13      Chief, the rest of the country is seeing a decline.

14      You just show up and the crime goes down.  Really?  Do

15      we really believe that?  Here's what I hear each and

16      every day I'm out in the street, I talk to community

17      members.  I talk to folks that don't even live in the

18      City of Detroit.  People who live across the water in

19      another country.  You say Chief, you and the men and

20      the women who make up the Detroit Police Department is

21      getting the job done.  We have seen change.  We see the

22      dramatic decline.  It's not a day that goes by that

23      someone else tells me I live in a neighborhood I

24      couldn't even walk down the street.  And now I feel

25      like I can walk my dog.  I feel like I can go into a
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1      community.  Even in response to this report, the media

2      went out, and I'm glad they did, went and talked to a

3      couple residents and they said they don't care about

4      2013, what they care about is what they feel right now.

5      They feel safe in the City of Detroit.  And I can point

6      to the largest free jazz festival in Detroit incident

7      free.  I talk about the fireworks display, the best

8      one, incident free.  I'll talk about Angel's Night,

9      incident free.  Let's talk about the Consent Judgement

10      that we're no longer in.  Let's talk about a response

11      time that's been shredded well beyond half.

12                Let's talk about a clearance rate to homicide

13      that when we arrived here about a year and a half ago

14      was at 11%.  We exceeded the national average.  We're

15      sitting at about a 65% clearance rate.  The homicide

16      year-to-day, and people want to come back to Detroit.

17                So let me close out by giving you another

18      part of the story.  So we talk about all these places

19      that are not considered violent.  Let's talk about my

20      home in Los Angeles, and yeah, they've seen dramatic

21      decline using the same model we use here.  I say to

22      you, it's not by accident.  Cops do count and the

23      community counts.  Los Angeles year-to-date is sitting

24      on a 4.5 reduction in homicide.  New York City is 6.6

25      reduction in homicide.  Philadelphia, 4% up.  Dallas,
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1      Texas 11% down.  Detroit, Michigan, again 11% down.

2      Boston, Massachusetts, 25% up.  Atlanta, Georgia 14%

3      up.  St. Louis, Missouri 30% up, I say to you, not by

4      accident.  Let's talk about robbery, another crime that

5      drives fear.  New York City down 14%.  Los Angeles down

6      2.5.  Chicago down 18%.  Yes, Detroit is leading the

7      group with a 24% reduction.  24% reduction.

8                And let's go over to auto theft.  Los Angeles

9      down 7.3.  Detroit, Michigan 18% down in auto thefts.

10      And oh, by the way, we're one of the top major cities

11      with the lowest reduction in auto thefts.

12                Let's talk about shootings for a moment

13      because all I say to a shooting, it's an unsuccessful

14      homicide.  New York City is up in shootings 5%.  Los

15      Angeles is down 8%.  Chicago up 9%.  And would it

16      surprise you to know that Detroit has the steepest

17      reduction in nonfatal shootings at 12%.  And my former

18      home since I've left Cincinnati, Ohio is up 17% in

19      shootings.  So if we must tell the story, I say that we

20      tell the whole story.  So my thanks go out to those men

21      and women who wear that blue uniform, let's give them a

22      round of applause.

23                So having said that, are there any questions?

24                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Hold on one second.

25      Commissioners, do you have any questions or comments?
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1                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Through the Chair?

2                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, ma'am.  Go ahead.

3                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Chief, I know that a

4      few months ago back in Southwest Detroit you spoke on

5      domestic violence, and I know that that number is it

6      keeps the stats on aggravated assaults high in the

7      City.  Has there been any plan to do anything about the

8      domestic violence?

9                CHIEF CRAIG:  Yes.  In fact, we've had

10      conversations with former counsel person, Seanteel

11      Jenkins, Wayne State University.  We're working very

12      diligently to find some innovative ways to reduce the

13      incidents of domestic violence.  I must say, though,

14      that when we look at domestic violence and we look at

15      the calls that Detroit Police Department handles,

16      Detroit handles anywhere between 5 to 575,000 calls

17      annually.  We also know through our research that there

18      was a time where a low of maybe 65,000 calls or 75,000

19      calls were put into a category that many veteran

20      officers know as can 04.  Now if you think about the

21      can 04 category, simply put, some of the calls, some of

22      the domestic related calls were not handled.  So I'm

23      not suggesting that that's the only reason why we show

24      an increase in domestic violence.  We do know that

25      every person that calls the Detroit Police Department,
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1      we respond, and when necessary, we take reports.  So

2      it's going to show an increase.  I'm surprised that we

3      don't show increases in other areas.  With that said,

4      we still are taking a very critical look at domestic

5      violence incidents, and we are moving forward.

6                Right now in the area of aggravated assaults

7      we show a slight uptick of 4%, but again, when you look

8      at our shooting incidents, which also drives that

9      number, nonfatal shootings in Detroit year-to-date, 12%

10      down.  In fact, car-jackings, which is a subcategory of

11      robberies, were down 31%.

12                CHAIRPERSON BELL: Any other questions or

13      comments?  Yes, sir.

14                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I just have a comment

15      in the stats.  It was nothing given in terms of arrests

16      being up, but they have to be up because in Wayne

17      County Jail Saturday night they didn't have 25 beds.

18      It was only the inmates that came in there.  We didn't

19      have the bed space for them.  Also too a couple nights

20      ago, inmates that are brought in, people who are

21      arrested coming from the Detroit Detention Center

22      usually come into the jail at 7, 8:00 and they're up in

23      quarantine by 10:00.  So with so many arrests that they

24      didn't get up to quarantine till like 5:00 in the

25      morning.  So it's arrests have to be up.
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1                And also too when we talk about Detroit in

2      some of the good things, you know, I noticed that this

3      week in the Campus Martius there's going to be ice

4      skating for three days, and also too there's an alley

5      in to Downtown Detroit where the students, some world

6      renowned graffiti artists, I guess today they were

7      finishing up one of the Detroit schools with the entire

8      alley with walls.

9                It's a lot of things going on in Detroit, and

10      I do agree with you Chief outside of the national media

11      and even FBI statistics.

12                CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you.  And through the

13      Chair, in response to the arrest statistics

14      specifically, our arrest numbers are down in every

15      category.  I know that arrests numbers don't

16      necessarily relate to crime numbers.  The key as the

17      Detroit Police Department does each and every time is

18      being very strategic, identifying those who are

19      committing the crimes and you make the arrest.  We know

20      that just taking the crime of robbery, one person or

21      one crew can be responsible for multiple robberies in

22      an area.  So we arrest one suspect who's good for say

23      10, 15 robberies, it solves the problem, but it's just

24      one arrest.  It's not going to be 15 arrests.  So when

25      you look at our arrest numbers across the board, we are
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1      down in every category, but our crime is down.  The key

2      is the way the police departments functioned in the

3      past, I've taken a very firm stance, I don't believe in

4      quotas.  Quotas don't work.  The strategies of police

5      departments in '80s and '90s would throw a blanket over

6      a community, and anything that moved, breathing in that

7      community because it had high crime went to jail.

8      That's the way it was done.  That does not work.  What

9      does work is what you see those televised, high profile

10      operations that we conduct, we specifically go into a

11      neighborhood and identify those who are engaged in

12      criminal active, we take them out of the equation,

13      crime goes down and the community cheers the fact that

14      we're there.  And just on that note, there is an

15      operation restore order coming to a neighborhood near

16      you real soon.

17                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  If there's no other

18      comments, I just want to say as Chair in terms of that

19      particular article, I, you know, we respond and I have

20      no control over an interview, and they just take

21      certain statements out of it.  That's not an indictment

22      on the department or this Chief, but you understand

23      that sometimes they run with stuff that we have no

24      control over.  But the reality is that we have a city,

25      there's crime.  There's crime, the reality of people --
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1      I live in a neighborhood, I attend neighborhood

2      meetings, I know when people just the other night

3      people, I had enough.  I'm gone, you know.  Those are

4      the reality of what we deal with regardless of the

5      stats.  The reality is that the population is declining

6      and the people look at public safety in the school

7      system in terms of impact in the City of Detroit.

8                Those are the realities.  And then I commend

9      the department.  We are working on it.  That's why we

10      here as Board of Police Commission moving forward in

11      terms of addressing those concerns.  The reality is

12      what it is.  There is a debate reference to downtown

13      and the neighborhoods.  Those are reality in terms

14      of --

15                So but I understand that the media has

16      changed somewhat.  We have a new mayor, and new

17      counsel, new chief.  The image is changing somewhat,

18      you know.  There's investment, there's concern, and

19      that's a good thing.  Before that, we got all the

20      negative press in the world and as we well know, if

21      that was the case, we would not be here, we would all

22      leave for Southfield.  But don't quote me in terms of

23      Southfield.  I don't want to be like the stigma of

24      Eight Mile Road.  We can move on.

25                I just wanted to share briefly in terms of my
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1      report that on November 18 at 10 a.m. on a Tuesday this

2      Board has the opportunity to meet with city counsel in

3      reference to our role in concerning Emergency Manager

4      Order #42.  They granted that interview and we should

5      have that -- not interview but some dialogue.  We

6      should have that opportunity.  So tune in.  If you want

7      to attend, it's 10 a.m.  Expect to get there early.  I

8      guess they'll have heavy attendance and we're going to

9      have the opportunity to address those issues.

10                As you well know, we met with the mayor two

11      weeks ago.  It was somewhat of a good meeting, but we

12      have some major charter issues that we must deal with,

13      and one of the things the mayor said, since he's over

14      the police department, that he wants the Chief and the

15      Board to work more closely together, so I would

16      encourage that type of dialogue that we must have

17      engage with the Chief of Police, not in terms of this

18      meeting here, but in terms of informal meetings that we

19      have a meaningful dialogue in reference to the process

20      of dealing with the police department.  So I'm looking

21      forward to more engaging efforts in terms of this Board

22      and the Chief of Police.  I just want to share that

23      with you that the mayor desires that we work closely

24      together, and that's the intent of this Board here to

25      properly engage that process.



11/13/201411/13/2014

Page 52

1                So on that note, we can move right on to the

2      next point of business.  Are we going to hear from the

3      6th Precinct?  Thank you, sir.  And please bear with

4      us.  We're trying to try to process the agenda in a

5      timely manner.

6                CAPTAIN WALTON:  Good evening.  Steve Walton.

7      My name is Steve Walton, I'm captain of the 6th

8      precinct.  I appreciate the opportunity to give a brief

9      overview of the precinct report tonight.

10                The 6th precinct is located at 11450 Warwick.

11      It comes to approximately 14.31 square miles, has a

12      population of approximately 80,700 residents.  It's

13      bordered on the north by Finkel, Schoolcraft's the

14      northern boundary, the boundary east Evergreen.  Ford

15      Road to the south, Telegraph to the west, and

16      Greenfield to the east.

17                The 6th precinct is home to three high

18      schools, five elementary/middle schools and four

19      elementary schools.  The precinct also contains

20      approximately 320 businesses and 30 churches.

21                The 6th precinct is one of the busier police

22      precincts in the city as evidenced by the following

23      statistics.  So far this year these numbers are through

24      November 2nd.  We've answered approximately between

25      21,400 police runs.  We've arrested 3075, investigated
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1      26,200 people, and impounded 1618 vehicles.  The

2      officers of the 6th precinct spearheaded by the

3      Neighborhood Police Officers, and I'm assuming

4      everyone's familiar with that program, Chief Craig

5      implemented the Neighborhood Police Officers Program,

6      which has really worked out well, well received by the

7      community.  But the Neighborhood Police Officers

8      interact regularly with the organized community based

9      organizations and block clubs and address neighborhood

10      issues such as squatters, abandoned vehicles, illegal

11      dumping and noise complaints.

12                Also in the 6th precinct we currently have

13      five active citizen radio patrols with additionally

14      five patrols soon to be up and running.  The 6th

15      precinct's Law Enforcement Explorers is a career

16      arranging program for use between the ages of 14 and 20

17      who have an interest in pursuing law enforcement as a

18      career.

19                Senior Safety Awareness is a crime prevention

20      program which informs seniors about staying safe and

21      alert.  The program also entails conducting seminars

22      for seniors on cons and scams toward the elderly.

23                Operation safe passage is an early morning

24      special attention where It's given to all bus stops,

25      walking routes, and schools to ensure student safety.
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1                Bridging the gap is a collaborative effort

2      between the 6th and 8th precincts and corporate

3      partners to host events such as movie in the park and

4      the second annual Warm Coat Drive.  If anyone doesn't

5      know, that's currently ongoing.  They accept donations

6      of coats, and on November 22nd at Henry Ford High

7      School they'll donate those coats to the families that

8      need warm coats for the winter.  The goal is to get I

9      believe about 1500 coats.  It's a great day, on that

10      day, the 22nd, they have entertainment, they have

11      lunches for them, so it's a very great program.

12                Lastly, the 6th precinct participates in the

13      Cody Conference CompStat meeting, which is held once a

14      month.  It's a grant-funded program sponsored by the

15      AmeriCorps Urban Safety Program along with Wayne State

16      University.  This initiative is intended to cut crime,

17      increase public safety through using crime mapping and

18      analysis, targeting policing focused on hotspot

19      analysis, improve levels of neighborhood guardianship

20      through block clubs.  Commissioner Carter is active in

21      that, and she's been a great help to us.

22                Some of the other organizations that

23      participate in that and their overall commitment to

24      improving safety in the 6th precinct I'd like to

25      recognize.  Just a few, Black Family Development, Cody
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1      Rouge Alliance, Brothers on Patrol, Detroit 300, and

2      Life Remodeled.  And again, there's a ton more.  The

3      community in the 6th precinct is great, as you guys can

4      tell by the turnout here tonight.  They're very

5      actively engaged and we certainly appreciate their

6      help.

7                Lastly, I'd just like to publically thank

8      Commissioner Moore.  He's truly a partner with the 6th

9      precinct.  He's always offering his help to us.  He's

10      doing whatever he can to help us out with anything that

11      comes our way.  So thank you, sir.

12                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioners, questions,

13      comments for Captain Walton?  Thank you, Captain.

14                Any standing committee reports?  If not, we

15      can move on to item 13 any new business, and we have

16      resolutions for the first one is Mr. Bryan Ferguson.

17      Mr. Bryan Ferguson.  Mr. Ferguson.  Commissioner

18      Carter.

19                MR. FERGUSON:  Good to meet you.

20                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

21                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Resolution honoring Mr.

22      Bryan Ferguson.  Whereas, Mr. Bryan Ferguson is a

23      dedicated and committed supporter of the City of

24      Detroit's 6th precinct.  He has been a Rosedale Park

25      resident for several years.  His commitment to business
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1      service and leadership is exemplified through the

2      community.  And whereas, Mr. Ferguson a man dedicated

3      to education is a product of the Detroit Public School

4      System.  Mr. Ferguson graduated from Central High

5      School and later worked for over 20 years for the

6      United States Postal Service as an automotive

7      technician.  And whereas, Mr. Ferguson is president of

8      the Schoolcraft Improvement Association, SIA.  Under

9      his leadership and organization, the organization has

10      grown from 12 to over 170 members.  He is a graduate of

11      the 2014 Detroit Citizens Police Academy, a moderator

12      for the SIA crime alerts and was a volunteer of the

13      month in Rosedale Park.  He volunteers as a Little

14      League baseball coach and mentors to children ages 7 to

15      10.  Mr. Ferguson works to strengthen his community by

16      gathering other blocks within his neighborhood to focus

17      on uplifting the area for a better and more attractive

18      community.  And whereas, Mr. Ferguson has volunteered

19      his time and energy to assist the City of Detroit and

20      the 6th precinct in any way possible and is considered

21      a true pillar of his community.

22                Now therefore be it resolved that the Detroit

23      Board of Police Commissioners speaking on behalf of the

24      citizens of the City of Detroit and the Detroit Police

25      Department acknowledge the giving spirit and community
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1      service of Mr. Bryan Ferguson.  His vision for Detroit

2      and its citizens is unmatched and highly respected.  We

3      thank and congratulate you, Mr. Bryan Ferguson, signed

4      by the Detroit Board of Police Commissioners, adopted

5      by the Board of Detroit Police Commissioners November

6      13, 2014.

7                CHIEF CRAIG:  Mr. Ferguson, on behalf of the

8      Detroit City Counsel with honor that I recognize you

9      for your exceptional achievement, outstanding

10      leadership, and dedication to improving the quality of

11      life.  And also from the Detroit Police Department I

12      proudly provide you a certificate of recognition as a

13      resident of the City of Detroit and the 6th precinct.

14      Thank you for all you do.

15                MR. FERGUSON:  First all, I want to thank

16      everybody.  I do this because I love my city and I also

17      do this because I don't want to let anybody in here

18      down.  Some people have learned to grow and get

19      mentorship from Mary C.  It's just, it's just so many

20      people in here.  I just -- I'm -- thank you.  That's

21      all I can say.  Thank you.

22                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you Commissioner

23      Carter.  Retired officer, Police Officer John E.

24      Hawkins in the room?  Probably not.  He's probably

25      enjoying his retirement.  Sure want to recognize the
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1      resolution for retired Police Officer John E. Hawkins

2      primarily because Mr. John E. Hawkins was appointed to

3      the Detroit Police Department on January 23rd in 1978

4      and I had an opportunity to interact with him, so he's

5      part of the the '70s group and he retired from the gang

6      squadron or gang enforcement, to be politically

7      correct.  On February 4th, 2013 he spent 35 years with

8      the Detroit Police Department and he's been a

9      distinguished young man.

10                Now therefore be it resolved that Detroit

11      Board of Police Commissioners speaking for the citizens

12      of Detroit and the Detroit Police Department award this

13      resolution to retired police officer John E. Hawkins in

14      recognition of his 35 years devoted and diligent

15      service to our community and department Detroit Board

16      of Police Commissioner's salute you Officer John E.

17      Hawkins for a job well done.  And he's probably in

18      Florida, but we'll make sure he gets his resolution.

19                And the next resolution is for Deputy Chief

20      Darryl Brown, and he's probably enjoying his vacation.

21                CHIEF CRAIG:  I think there's someone going

22      to accept.  Sergeant, you want to step forward and

23      accept on behalf of of the deputy chief.  Step forward,

24      please.

25                Resolution, honoring Deputy Chief Darryl S.



11/13/201411/13/2014

Page 59

1      Brown.  Whereas, Darryl S. Brown was appointed to

2      Detroit Police Department on October 21st, 1985.  Upon

3      graduating from the Metropolitan Police Academy,

4      Officer Brown began his career at the 16th precinct.

5      His other assignments included Narcotics Bureau, 2nd

6      precinct, Executive Protection Unit and the City Law

7      Department.

8                On January 19th, 1999 officer Brown was

9      appointed to the Tactical Service Section.

10                Now therefore be it resolved that the Board

11      of Detroit Police Commissioners speaking on behalf of

12      the Detroit Police Department, the citizens of Detroit

13      recognize longstanding commitment to public safety and

14      service of retired Deputy Chief Darryl S. Brown.  His

15      29 years of exemplary service to our community bears

16      the highest admiration, respect, and appreciation.  He

17      is a consummated professional.  We thank and

18      congratulate you Deputy Chief Darryl S. Brown.

19                CHIEF CRAIG:  Good evening Board, Mr. Chair.

20      On behalf retired Deputy Chief Brown.  He got caught by

21      weather on his way back from Cleveland.  He's

22      attempting to make it.  He said he would rather be a

23      late Darryl Brown than the late Darryl Brown.  He

24      couldn't get back here on time.  Thank you very much

25      for presentation this evening and he sends his
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1      gratitude.

2                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  At this time, the Chair

3      would enter to have a motion for all four resolutions,

4      for Mr. Ferguson, Officer Hawkins, DC Darryl Brown, and

5      Prosecutor Kym Worthy.  So what is your pleasure?

6                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  So moved.

7                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Second.

8                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Been properly moved and

9      seconded.  Ready for the question?  Those in favor aye?

10                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

11                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

12      carries.  Outstanding for all four individuals.

13                Any old business?  Announcements.  The next

14      meeting of the Board will take place on Thursday,

15      November 20th, 2014 at 3:00 at Detroit Public Safety

16      Headquarters 1301 Third Avenue in the Michigan Room.

17      So if you have a chance to come down, come down 3:00

18      and interact with the Board and the Chief's staff.  So

19      that's the announcements.

20                Oral communication from the audience.  Please

21      come forth to the mic.  You have two minutes.  First of

22      all, give your name and be respectful because we're

23      going to be respectful to you.  So address your remarks

24      to the chair and other commission or the Chief will

25      respond in terms of the question.
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1                MS. HARDING:  Good afternoon.  My name is

2      Barbara Harding and my area is Grand River Greenfield

3      Civic Association Area.  And I am a member of the

4      PCAAA.  I have been working, and I'm sure other people

5      too because I see some people I know been knowing for

6      many years, helping the police department way back --

7      only have two minutes.  But way back when it was a mini

8      station there on Grand River and Forrer, we help the

9      officers there then.  I worked at Ford Motor Company.

10      I'm a senior now, okay?   And our meeting I want to say

11      this, I need help with this so please get prepared to

12      do that if you can.  We had our meeting last night.

13      The liaison from the police department came and he said

14      that it was a, I think, I don't want to get it wrong,

15      like 145 jobs I believe, and I didn't -- know we didn't

16      know anything about it.  Nobody else had knew anything

17      about it.  So we of course the majority of the members

18      they didn't like this because we feel like we had been,

19      what would I say, slighted because we're special, very

20      special, and if there was jobs out there available,

21      then we should have been the ones that was told about

22      it, okay?  So the police liaison person said that it

23      wasn't the police.  They didn't know nothing about it

24      either.  That's what they said.  It's members here

25      that's in the same group I'm in.  And so I don't like
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1      it.  I'm speaking for Barbara Harding right now because

2      I put too much out into this community helping the

3      police.  In the 6th precinct I was on board too and all

4      of that right over there on Winter for almost 40 years,

5      okay.

6                So now what I need to know is who do I, since

7      the police didn't know anything about it either, this

8      was the City I understand, this is what they said.

9      When I say they, I'm talking about the liaison for the

10      Police Department.

11                Now I need to do something and make a

12      complaint because I came from the old school, okay?

13      And if it's something going on, if you don't say

14      anything about it and let people know you're

15      dissatisfied, well you won't get any results.  They

16      will do that again, okay?  So I need to talk to someone

17      to find out what should I do because all of the members

18      there last night was pretty pissed off, I'm telling

19      you.  So I'll leave it at that and after the meeting

20      maybe somebody can help me.

21                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

22                MS. HARDING:  Okay.  Thank you.

23                MS. HOGAN:  Hello Commissioners.  Hello

24      neighborhood.  I bring you greetings from your Wayne

25      County Clerk Cathy M. Garret, your Wayne County Clerk.
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1      Thank you so much.  I want to also -- okay, I'm done

2      with that part, okay?

3                Commissioner Bell, thank you so much for

4      letting me know about this particular meeting, but I

5      just want no disrespect to anyone else, but I just want

6      you to know, Chief, Chief Craig, that we in the 7th

7      District have the best Police Commissioner and

8      Commissioner Moore.  There is no disrespect to you all.

9      Like the officer said, I'm from the 6th precinct.  He

10      communicate with 6th precinct, but he also communicates

11      with the community, and for that, we appreciate him.

12      He keeps us in tuned to what's going on, and I think

13      that's what commissioners are supposed to do.  And we

14      love him.  We appreciate him and we salute him.  And

15      Chief Craig, is there any way that you can find in your

16      budget to give him some money please.  NPO officers

17      from the 6th precinct I need to speak with you because

18      I have coats in my car right now that I want you to

19      take with you.  So please, make it happen.  God bless

20      you.

21                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I just want to say, no

22      more paid announcements.  Yes, ma'am.  Go ahead.

23                MS. GARDNER: Judy Gardner.  I live in this,

24      in this area, Warren Avenue Community Organization.

25      I'm president of the Warren Avenue Radio Patrol and my
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1      husband and I patrol together.  And one of the things

2      we see continuously is that there are places in the

3      neighborhood where there might be only one house or no

4      houses on the block or there might not be another house

5      immediately contingent and they become dump sights.

6      And I called our district manager and I told them, well

7      one house that was particularly horrible, and he sent

8      out somebody and they came and cleaned it up.  I think

9      a lot of this from it will be a pile of 50 tires.  Now

10      I don't believe there's anybody in our neighborhood who

11      gets 50 tires at a time.  I think a lot this stuff is

12      being brought in from outside the community.  My guess

13      is a lot of it's being brought in from outside the

14      city.  And I don't know who to turn to with this

15      problem, but I see you are right here and I say here

16      are people who think about police problems.  So would

17      you think about this one?  Thank you.

18                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, ma'am.  I think

19      we got it.

20                MR. EDGE:  Good evening.  My name is Arthur

21      Edge.  I'm president of the Far West Detroit Civic

22      Association, vice-president of Friends of Rough Park,

23      sit on the Chief's Advisory Board, Detroit 300 and a

24      city worker.  But it's not about me, it's about that

25      gentleman sitting right there, Commissioner Moore.  I
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1      want to thank him for everything you've done.  And also

2      I want to thank Captain Walton down here in 6th

3      precinct because when we call him, he gets things done

4      and all the NPO's and police officers in this area.  I

5      want to thank everybody.

6                COMMANDER BEITTISON:  Good evening.

7      Commander Bettison.  Everybody heard a lot about the

8      NPO program so everybody should have a flier in their

9      hand, and this Saturday at Greater Grace Temple we're

10      going to have our Neighborhood Police Officer's

11      Conference.  So you're all invited out to attend the

12      program.  It's going to be from 9 a.m. to noon.  So

13      come out and learn more about the program, engage in

14      the faith-based community, building stronger

15      neighborhoods, the Lighthouse Project Program.  It's a

16      lot of exiting things that you will learn.  You'll

17      learn safety tips as well, radio patrol.  You need to

18      go on-line and register, but if you don't have access

19      to a computer, Sergeant Collier is in the back with her

20      laptop and we'll get you registered tonight.  So thank

21      you very much, and we look forward to seeing you out in

22      the community.

23                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, Commander.

24                MR. WROBLENSKI:  I'm Dan Wroblenski.  I'm the

25      president of the Far West CB Patrol.  In the last



11/13/201411/13/2014

Page 66

1      couple of years we had almost like a revolving door of

2      commanders and captains of the 6th precinct so it's

3      really hard to build any kind of rapport and establish

4      any kind of relationship.  Since Captain Walton has

5      arrived, he's made himself available all hours.  He

6      returns all my calls, my e-mails.  He's attended our

7      meetings when he's been asked.  And on one occasion he

8      actually showed up when we had a situation on a street

9      resulted ended up was called squatters and we didn't

10      get satisfaction from maybe the officers that first

11      respond.  Called Captain Walton, I don't like to go to

12      the well too many times, he showed up personally and we

13      ended up with another car there and made two arrests

14      and recovered a stolen car at the scene.  So I just

15      want to give Captain Walton a big adulation.  And also

16      while I'm on the subject add another one, Commissioner

17      Carter.

18                CHAIRPERSON BELL: Yes, ma'am.

19                MS. GERMAN:  My name is Joanne German.  I

20      belong to WCO.  You're not going to like me because I'm

21      going to tell you, I don't feel safe on my block.  This

22      past month we've had one person -- well two people they

23      live in a house.  They were sleeping upstairs.

24      Somebody went around and opened every one of their

25      screens and they got in, but he fixed his windows so
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1      they wouldn't open.  That's bad when you have to have

2      your windows so they won't open.  The guy across the

3      street from me called me at 7:30 in the morning.  He

4      was on TV.  He's a vet.  He was injured in Iraq.  He

5      came home.  He's still in the Reserves.  He came home

6      from his mostly active duty and his car was stolen.

7      Then down the street they slashed somebody's tires.

8      Now that might have been something personal, I don't

9      know.  And across the street from me a young couple

10      moved in.  She's had two kids.  They've now got three

11      kids.  And there's three houses next door to me empty.

12      They keep the guy and our old man down the street keeps

13      pulling in to one of the house.  I know they've been in

14      there at least five times.  The neighbors are call --

15      I'm the one that the neighbors call if there's a

16      problem.  The neighbors are calling me constantly.  I

17      know there's no pipes in that house, they're plastic.

18      So what are they doing in there?  We've seen guys going

19      in there, they come out and they're zipping up their

20      pants and that's gross.  I wouldn't go walking down my

21      block in the middle of the night, no how, no way.  I

22      wouldn't go walking down my block when the street

23      lights are on so --

24                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Ma'am, your time is up.

25      I'm glad you shared your concerns with the Board and
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1      your street, you made a good point.

2                MS. GERMAN:  Yep, that's it.

3                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And thank you.

4                CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the chair.

5                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

6                CHIEF CRAIG:  I want to respond.  First of

7      all, what precinct do you reside in?

8                MS. GERMAN:  6th.

9                CHIEF CRAIG:  6th?  If I could get you to

10      hook up with Captain Walton in the back.  Let's find

11      out who your Neighborhood Police Officer is.

12                MS. GERMAN:  I know who he is.

13                CHIEF CRAIG:  Have you had conversations with

14      him about the issues in the neighborhood?

15                MS. GERMAN:  About the people across the

16      street that we're not sure, the squatters.

17                CHIEF CRAIG:  What about the other issues?

18                MS. GERMAN:  No, I haven't.

19                CHIEF CRAIG:  Do you have an active

20      neighborhood watch block?  You sound like the

21      president.  They all call you, which is good news.  I'm

22      glad they call you.

23                MS. GERMAN:  I'm the one that takes care of

24      the Neighborhood Watch.

25                CHIEF CRAIG:  Okay.  I tell you what.  Let's
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1      see if we can handle some of those other quality of

2      life issues there.  I recognize how that can have an

3      impact.  We want you to feel safe, okay?

4                MS. GERMAN:  Okay.

5                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

6                MR. HARDY:  Yes.  My name is Garland Hardy,

7      and I'm a resident of the Russell Woods area and

8      Ricardo Moore is also my police commissioner, and I

9      just want to commend him on the job he's doing and

10      keeps me informed about the meetings.  This is the

11      first meeting I've been able to attend.

12                I also want to congratulate the Chief.  When

13      I heard on the news that he was going to be reappointed

14      by the mayor, I was happy to hear that.  I'm very

15      pleased with the job that he's doing.

16                I did have an incident that happened to me at

17      my home about a month ago in which an installer for

18      Comcast Cable, and they were contract.  The gentleman

19      stole my Samsung receiver while he was in my house, and

20      I was there as well in my basement, walked right out

21      and put it in his truck, called someone else, they

22      picked it up.  I did call the Detroit Police

23      Department.  The first responders did not do an

24      adequate job and investigation, and subsequently he was

25      able to drive out of my driveway with my receiver
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1      because they didn't do a thorough search of his

2      vehicle.

3                Consequently in my frustration, I called some

4      friends of mine.  They made contact with Deputy Chief

5      Hall.  She was here.  Is she still here?  She did call

6      me and she let me know that Detroit Police Department

7      does not operate that way and it would not be

8      tolerated.  She did an excellent follow-up in

9      contacting someone in the 10th precinct, and

10      subsequently Sergeant Wagner came to my home along with

11      another detective.

12                Hours later they did do a thorough

13      investigation.  They submitted a warrant package on the

14      individual who I believe did steal my receiver.  Went

15      to the prosecutor's office.  They did not file a case

16      against the subject because there was no evidence of

17      theft.  They pulled out of my driveway.  He told me

18      that I didn't even know if it was in my own home, which

19      really upset me.  But the incident is over.  I lost a

20      receiver.  It's done.  But I do want to commend the

21      officers that did a follow-up, the Deputy Chief as well

22      as Sergeant Wagner and his partner.  So I thank all of

23      you for the job that you're doing.  I hope Detroit

24      becomes a safer city.  I've been back here now about

25      seven years from Los Angeles.  And I love my city.
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1                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Glad you came back, sir,

2      from L.A.

3                MR. HARDY:  I miss the warm weather and palm

4      trees.

5                MS. TRILETY:  Good evening.   My name is

6      Paula Trilety, president of West Outer Drive Civic

7      Association and I also would like to thank Commissioner

8      Moore and Captain Walton for their assistance with any

9      request we have.  We love them.  You know, the Chief

10      too.  Everyone in city government these days just seems

11      like people are cooperating and working together, and

12      it just makes it so much easier to get things done.

13                One thing, and I'm going to say something

14      that Arthur Edge said, I believe it was Arthur, it's

15      really difficult as a community person to get to know

16      your commander or captain, and we want to keep Captain

17      Walton around for a little while.  So I think there's

18      people here will second that.  Thank you.

19                CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair.

20                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

21                CHIEF CRAIG:  I know that's been a concern,

22      it's been a concern by many community members in some

23      instances the evolution of the department commanding

24      officers being moved.  Certainly Captain Walton may not

25      like to hear this, but I have every intention on
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1      leaving him at the 6th precinct with the exception of a

2      promotion.  So there have been a number of promotions

3      in the Detroit Police Department, and when that

4      happens, we do move folks out and we bring new people

5      in, so that evolution does take place.

6                The other part of it is that I'm big on

7      accountability.  If in fact commanding officers are not

8      serving you, and they're not providing the kind of

9      service I believe they should be, they are subject to

10      move.  And many times, we won't go into specifics, but

11      we are working very hard to create stability.  We know

12      how important it is.  I'm pleased to hear all the

13      accolades that have been directed to Captain Walton.

14      We think he's doing a great job.  Until he gets that

15      next move up, we want to leave him in that position for

16      now.

17                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Any other comments?

18                MR. DUMAS:  Okay.  I'm Raymond Dumas.  I am

19      vise-president and housing chair of the Warren Avenue

20      Community Organization, which is basically this area.

21      I'd like to thank Commission Ricardo Moore.  He got

22      things moving finally.  However, I'd like to know

23      what's going to happen with the disbanded gang task

24      force.  We have a lot of problems with gangs in our

25      neighborhood, juvenile gangs.  They're harassing
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1      people.  Personally call me names, names that I'm not

2      happy about.  I cannot represent what they call me.

3      They're involved in drug activity.  As a housing

4      chairperson, most of the properties in the neighborhood

5      that are problem properties are actually being rented

6      or squatted by slum landlords, and it's a problem I'm

7      working from the housing end.  However, I need to know

8      about secondary level crimes as robberies, and I don't

9      even know, maybe I'm not classifying it right, gang

10      activity, drug activity right in front of my house.  We

11      have videos of all this.  I have submitted the

12      addresses and I think Doris has submitted some

13      addresses to the Commander Walton.  I hope he's going

14      to do something about it, and I'm pleading with you,

15      please.  When, I don't -- you know, I know you can't

16      announce it, but when are we going to have a drug and

17      gang sweep of this particular area here?  You don't

18      have to tell me, but please make it as soon as possible

19      because it has been escalating.  We've had people

20      robbed with and threatened with crowbars in their

21      houses.  I had somebody on Abington Street here that

22      lost 30 to $40,000 worth of jewelry and guns, and he

23      has his house pretty secure.  But they kicked the back

24      door.  You see, that's what I'm trying to say.  The

25      second level crime, the quality of life issues is
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1      actually burgeoning in our neighborhood.  Is that in

2      your statistics, all those crimes?

3                CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the chair.

4                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

5                CHIEF CRAIG:  First, let me just start by

6      saying that since we started this work now 16 months

7      ago, we have initiated and started a gang impact team

8      which is working now.  I'm not certain I heard you

9      mention Captain Walton.  Every precinct has a special

10      operation.  It is my expectation that if we have that

11      relationship, you are communicating, whether it's

12      quality of life activities or crimes by dope dealing

13      gang members that you are getting the adequate

14      response.  So what I'd like you to do is talk with

15      Captain Walton and see what's going on with what you

16      reported.  And certainly what drives our monthly

17      operations is really data driven.  And certainly if

18      your neighborhoods comes up as one that needs some

19      special attention, we certainly will go there.  But in

20      the meantime, the precinct is still doing monthly

21      operations.  I would suggest you have that conversation

22      with the Captain.

23                MR. DUMAS:  I have called special ops unit.

24      I'm still waiting three and a half months later.  I was

25      promised a call.  I don't even know who he was.  I
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1      already forgot the name, it's been so long ago, and

2      nothing was done.

3                CAPTAIN WALTON:  We're currently working on

4      the situation.  I'll give you an update on it.

5                COMMUNITY MEMBER:  Good evening everyone.

6      Chief, I would like to say you have an excellent

7      command staff you should we proud each and ever every

8      one and I would like to thank you and Commissioner Bell

9      for coming out to the Veterans Day luncheon.  It was a

10      marvelous event, and also I would like to thank Captain

11      Leach and Captain Hope for hosting this event.  They

12      did an awesome job.  Thank you.

13                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I want to thank you for

14      coordinating that.  That was here in Detroit and Wayne

15      County and Chief's remarks and Captain Leach and

16      Captain Hope an outstanding luncheon.  It was well

17      attended, well fed, and we got gifts to take home.  And

18      I also identify some other folks in the police

19      department who have military background, extensive

20      military background, and I was impressed by that type

21      of forum, so thank you.

22                MS. SMITH:  Chief, I'm glad to see you.  I

23      see you have two new ones there so I just want to know

24      so I can recognize them when I see them again.

25                CHIEF CRAIG:  Ms. Bernice, what are you
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1      talking about?

2                MS. SMITH:  Your security there.

3                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  You're not supposed to

4      identify the security personnel.  That's not good.

5                MS. SMITH:  It's not good?

6                CHIEF CRAIG:   They're not security, they're

7      aids to the Police Chief.

8                MS. SMITH:  You know I know.  Are you

9      serious?

10                CHAIRPERSON BELL: I'm serious.

11                MS. SMITH: You don't want me to tell you what

12      I got to tell you?

13                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Can you do it in one

14      minute?

15                MS. SMITH:  No.

16                CHAIRPERSON BELL: 30 seconds?

17                MS. SMITH:  That's even worse.  Mr. Moore,

18      I'm glad we're in your area here and you have such a

19      good following here.  I just want to let you know

20      whenever you come to Midtown then we will show you the

21      same to the Chief and the same commissioners, and I'm

22      through.  I won't even say anything else.

23                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Ladies and gents, I just

24      want to thank you on behalf of the Board of Police

25      Commission for your attendance, for your participation,
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1      and for good dialogue.  I'd just like for all the

2      community leaders to just stand.  If you're serving in

3      an elected position, I heard several of you, I just

4      want to acknowledge and give you a round of applause

5      for your job well done.

6                And the Chair will thank the Commissioners.

7      There was a little communication going on here, and one

8      of our Commissions that we love, Commissioner Jessica

9      Taylor, had an accident in the parking lot, and we hope

10      that as well that's why the Board Secretary left to be

11      with her at the hospital.  We pray that everything goes

12      well with her, so lift her in your prayers.  So the

13      meeting stands adjourned.  Want to make a motion for

14      that?

15                COMMISSIONER:  So moved.

16                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Motion passed.

17           (The proceeding was concluded at 8:30 p.m.)
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2
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12      to testify to the truth, and nothing but the truth,
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14      the witness were duly recorded by me stenographically

15      and reduced to computer transcription; that this is a

16      true, full and correct transcript of my stenographic

17      notes so taken; and that I am not related to, nor of
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20

21                     ___________________________

22                     Melinda R. Womack, CSR-3611
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