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1      Detroit, Michigan

2      Thursday, August 20, 2015

3      3:05 p.m.

4                           -  -  -

5                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  We're going to call

6      the meeting to order.  My name is Lisa Carter.  I am

7      the Chair of the Detroit Police Commission.

8                 At this time, I'd like for, Commissioner

9      White, if he would do the invocation, please.

10                 COMMISSIONER WHITE:  If we could still

11      ourselves.

12                 Dear Heavenly Father, we ask that you bless

13      this occasion.  Bless the members of this body, that

14      we may be of like-mindedness to move the agenda of

15      this community forward.  Bless the men and women who

16      dare to serve this community daily.  We ask that you

17      be a hedge of protection surrounding them that they

18      may do their job with diligence and safety.  Bless

19      those who are en route to this place and over all of

20      us as we leave this place.  May we continue to be

21      engaged for the betterment of your people on earth, as

22      it should be in heaven.  Amen.

23                 AUDIENCE:  Amen.

24                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you,

25      Commissioner White.
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1                 At this time, Mr. Anthony, would you

2      conduct the roll call, please.

3                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, Madam Chair.

4                 For the record, George Anthony, Secretary

5      to the Board.

6                 Vice Chair Willie E. Bell?

7                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  Present.

8                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Elizabeth

9      Brooks?

10                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Present.

11                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Willie

12      Burton?

13                 Commissioner Reginald Crawford?

14                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Present.

15                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Eva Garza

16      Dewaelsche?

17                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Present.

18                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Conrad

19      Mallett, Jr.?

20                 Both Commissioners Ricardo Moore and

21      Richard Shelby have asked to be excused.

22                 Commissioner and Bishop Edgar Vann?

23                 Commissioner Donnell R. White?

24                 COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Present.

25                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Madam Chair, you have a
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1      quorum of six.

2                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.  At this

3      time, I'd like to introduce Chief James Craig.

4                 CHIEF CRAIG:  How you doin'?

5                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Good afternoon, and

6      thank you for joining us.

7                 CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you.

8                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  And, Mr. Anthony,

9      would you at this time please introduce any staff

10      that's present.

11                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, ma'am.  We

12      have present Ms. Pamela Davis-Drake, our chief

13      investigator, seated in front, Ms. Linda Bernard who

14      is our attorney to the Board also seated in front,

15      Mr. Robert Brown, our administrative assistant is in

16      the back, and Sergeant Alan Quinn is recording our

17      proceedings.  And Ms. Sheila Rice from Hanson Court

18      Reporting Service is taking the transcript.

19                 That completes the introduction.

20                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.  At this

21      time, I'm going to move for approval of the agenda.

22                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  So moved, Madam Chair.

23                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

24                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  It's been moved and

25      supported that the agenda for August 20th be accepted.
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1                 Is there any discussion?  Those in favor?

2                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

3                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Those opposed?

4                 Motion carries.  At this time I will

5      entertain a motion for the approval of the minutes for

6      Thursday, August 13th.

7                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  So moved.

8                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  Support.

9                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  It's been moved and

10      supported that the minutes be accepted for August

11      13th.

12                 Is there any discussion?

13                 Those in favor?

14                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

15                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Those opposed?

16                 The motion carries.

17                 At this time I do have something to report,

18      the Chairman's report.  This week I was able to meet

19      with Mayor Duggan briefly, and we had a few things

20      that we discussed that we're going to work on.

21                 One of the things that I discussed with him

22      was the control of our budget.  At this time we do not

23      have complete control over our budget.  So the Mayor

24      agreed to look into looking -- he agreed to look into

25      us being able to control our budget.
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1                 (At 3:08 p.m., Commissioner Burton entered

2                 the meeting room.)

3                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Another thing that was

4      heavy on my heart was the lack of communication

5      between the Mayor's office and the Board of Police

6      Commission.  And the Mayor did agree that there has

7      been little communication, and he agreed to work on

8      that as well.

9                 Another thing that we talked about was

10      protocol at different events out in the community.

11      Last year when we attended -- or year before last when

12      we attended the State of the City Address we went to

13      get seated, and the seats that had been assigned to

14      the Board of Police Commissioners were -- there were

15      other people seated in those seats.  And we had been

16      there sitting -- I mean waiting for the program to

17      begin, and our seats were taken before we could be

18      seated.  So the Mayor agreed to look into that as well

19      and as to recognizing the Board of Police

20      Commissioners out in the community, period.

21                 So that was -- it was a great meeting, and

22      I think that going forward there will be more

23      communication between both of the offices, and I'm

24      looking forward to that.

25                 And with that, I think that that's all that
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1      I have at this time.

2                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  Madam Chair, I'd like to

3      respond to your reporting out in terms of

4      communication.  I would pray that this is a

5      breakthrough in reference to Mayor Duggan in terms of

6      this particular Board.  Since we've been seated in

7      2014, there's been a really tremendous gap.  So I

8      thank you for initiating that type of meeting and the

9      Mayor interaction.  And so as we go forth I just hope

10      that seriously that we have a meaningful ongoing

11      dialogue and there's no gap, whether it be monthly,

12      quarterly or whatever that is.  I think it's crucial.

13                 And I also want to say at this time that we

14      have met with several council people in the last

15      several months.  We are, Michigan United, in reference

16      to -- we have a scheduled date.  And I will be

17      communicating to all the commissioners in writing in

18      reference to that.  And the target date is Tuesday,

19      September the 15th, and it's called "We Are One."

20      It's Detroit City Council, clergy, community leaders

21      united.  And behind the Board of Police Commissioners

22      be reinstated in December, we're working on a

23      resolution in reference to support from the council

24      and also our state -- our elected representative who

25      have come together.  We've been lobbying strongly.
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1                 So that target date would be on Tuesday,

2      September 15th at Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist

3      Church at 6:30 p.m.  But I will be communicating to

4      all concerned parties, including, you know, community

5      and et cetera.  We're going to do a great deal of PR.

6      And we have support from Congressman John Conyers and

7      others in terms of this type of massive effort to have

8      a target date in September prior to -- the vote is

9      going to take place in December.

10                 So I just want to share that with you and

11      with the rest of the commissioners, with the audience,

12      to put it on record so they can be totally aware of

13      that type of promotion and that type of program in

14      terms of we're going to be sponsoring with Michigan

15      United Pastoral Alliance for Change in terms of "We

16      Are One," in terms of the community, in terms of our

17      role in this community.  Thank you.

18                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you,

19      Commissioner Bell.

20                 And speaking on the note of "We Are One," I

21      did speak to the Mayor about the unity within the

22      Board, and I committed to him that I would work on our

23      unifying this Board as one.

24                 (At 3:12 p.m., Commission Mallett entered

25                 the meeting room.)
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1                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  One thing that I just

2      have to say, I mean, whether we're elected or

3      appointed, we are all citizens of the city of Detroit,

4      and I think that we want the same things.  So I

5      promised the Mayor that I would work on unifying this

6      Board as one, and I'm committed to doing that.  So I

7      just wanted to put that out there as well.

8                 At this time, if there are no other -- at

9      this time, Chief, if you would introduce your staff

10      that's here and then give us any report that you might

11      have.

12                 CHIEF CRAIG:  Yes.  If we would go around

13      starting with Celia Washington, our legal advisor.

14                 D.C. LEVALLEY:  David LeValley, Deputy

15      Chief.

16                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Sergeant Edward

17      Brannock, Detroit Police Department Gang Intelligence.

18                 CAPTAIN HOPE:  Captain Kyra Joy Hope,

19      Seventh Precinct.

20                 COMMANDER SIMS:  DeShaune Sims, Commander

21      of (Inaudible).

22                 CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you.  Our report on

23      recent crime, and I say this very carefully, this is

24      probably the first time in probably three months --

25      David's our crime czar, so he can correct me if I'm
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1      wrong, but we're seeing a four-percent or a

2      two-percent reduction in criminal homicides

3      year-to-date, which translates into four fewer.  I

4      know we're talking about small numbers, but when you

5      look at the trend across the country homicide is up in

6      a lot of places.

7                 There was a recent article coming out of

8      D.C.  I think they're up 38 percent.  A lot of places

9      reporting between 33 and 50 percent increases in

10      homicide.  So we're working very hard to continue to

11      reduce that number.

12                 When you look at our overall violent crime,

13      we're still down four percent.  The area that we are

14      up in is nonfatal shootings, which compared to -- and

15      let me go back to homicide for a minute so I can put

16      it in some perspective.

17                 So when you compare where we are

18      year-to-date, we're down two percent, but when you

19      look at our comparison to 2013 we're down 14 percent.

20      So the actual numbers of homicides year-to-date we're

21      sitting at 174 and we're approaching the -- we're in

22      the third quarter.

23                 The area that we are challenged is in

24      aggravated assaults and nonfatal shootings in

25      particular.  We're up four percent, but compared to
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1      2013 we're down 12 percent.  Overall violence down

2      four percent.  Overall property crime for the year is

3      down 16 percent with an overall reduction of part one

4      offenses we're down 12 percent.

5                 So we're still trending in the right

6      direction.  And when Sergeant Brannock gives his

7      presentation on the work that he's doing, a lot of it

8      has to do with what we're seeing in terms of

9      reductions.

10                 Some other areas that I want to --

11      certainly I just want to say I attended with many from

12      DPD, and I know that George Hunter was in attendance,

13      I'm not certain I did acknowledge the Commission

14      during my remarks at the late Sergeant Joe Abdella who

15      died suddenly from a heart attack, a well attended,

16      very solemn event, as you can imagine.  Behind he

17      leaves two daughters, one 16, I think the other one's

18      21, and a wife and a sister, well attended.

19                 We have tonight, which has been advertised,

20      Mothers of Murdered Children.  It will be held here at

21      six o'clock.  This will be the first time we're having

22      a meeting with this organization.  We're excited about

23      it, but we do want to expand that effort.

24                 One of the things that I've been extremely

25      concerned about is our continued relationship with the
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1      family members of homicide victims.  I think it goes a

2      long way at maintaining that relationship.  So I think

3      this is a great start.

4                 Lastly, as you probably know, we had our --

5      probably our second LGBT forum in Palmer Park by the

6      duck pond, a well attended -- and from that meeting

7      we're going to have monthly advisory meetings with the

8      key stakeholders from that community.

9                 On Saturday we have our recruitment fair

10      right here at Public Safety.

11                 And then the last thing that I have, and

12      I'm open for any questions the Board might have, is

13      our Integrity Unit.  You heard me report out some

14      months ago that we were launching and Integrity Unit

15      inside of Internal Affairs.

16                 As you know, highly publicized, an officer

17      was arrested this past week, charged with not being

18      honest during a violent crime investigation, i.e.

19      homicide.  This was the combined work of both our

20      integrity team and our homicide unit.  And so I'm very

21      excited about the work and how it was handled.

22                 We are on the brink of another

23      investigation that unit is working on now.  Part of

24      what that unit does in addition to responding and

25      addressing serious allegations, criminal allegations,
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1      they also conduct what we call integrity audits.  And

2      integrity audits are based on wherever we see trends

3      or patterns say coming out of a precinct, it could be

4      allegations of -- it's courtesy.  It could be

5      allegations of theft that maybe we couldn't prove.

6      And so we use that as a basis for going in and

7      conducting integrity audits.

8                 So we're in the midst of conducting several

9      of them right now.  We'll probably in the next three,

10      maybe four weeks have a report to you on one that

11      we're working on that's pretty substantial.

12                 So with that I'll open up for questions you

13      have.

14                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, Chief.

15      Before we take questions, I'd like to acknowledge the

16      presence of Commissioners Burton and Mallett.

17                 Commissioners do you have any questions for

18      the Chief?

19                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  I just have a comment,

20      Madam Chair, that I'm pleased that the Chief is

21      working with the mothers in terms of their lost loved

22      ones, you know.  I think that's a giant step.  It

23      seems as though that list is growing.  You go back to

24      SOSAD, you know, and here we are today we're still

25      dealing with the same issues.
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1                 And I know that as far as homicide we can't

2      -- I mean, basically the issues we're dealing with is

3      something that we respond to.  I wish there was a

4      prevention process how you prevent that, but it's a

5      difficult task.

6                 So I just want to appreciate the Chief of

7      Police and the department responding over and over

8      again to homicide.  We had a young man killed in our

9      neighborhood, and we don't really know what happened

10      to him, you know.  So it's on everybody's mind in

11      reference to when you see mom and speak out, you know,

12      in Detroit, you know, the whole issue that we just

13      need to be more engaging and come forward to deal with

14      these issues.  So this is really a sad commentary in

15      terms of what we're dealing with in terms of homicide

16      and domestic violence and aggravated assault.  So I

17      just want to commend the Chief in terms of continuing

18      to work with the moms and parents.

19                 CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you.

20                 (At 3:21 p.m., Commissioner Vann entered

21                 the meeting room.)

22                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Are there any other

23      questions?

24                 Before we take your question, acknowledge

25      the presence of Commissioner Vann.



8/20/20158/20/2015

Page 16

1                 Thank you for joining us, sir.

2                 And, Commissioner White?

3                 COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, Madam

4      Chair.

5                 Chief, if you could, is there a difference

6      between new integrity -- I think you deemed it the

7      team versus the CRIB, and if so is CRIB still

8      functioning?

9                 CHIEF CRAIG:  Yes.  And that is a good

10      question, because CRIB is still functioning.  The

11      Integrity Unit was a add-on.  It's certainly a best

12      practice in terms of how you prevent and reduce

13      incidents of corruption.  I was very familiar with it

14      in LA having worked significant amount of time in

15      Internal Affairs, understanding how an Integrity

16      Unit --

17                 An Integrity Unit is a unit of

18      investigators that are undercover and they interact

19      again in response to allegations of criminal

20      misconduct.  They will engage say a police officer

21      alleged to have been involved in criminal misconduct.

22      And they set up a scenario, we videotape it, we

23      audiotape it.  We work very closely with the

24      Prosecutor's office.  So that in the event the

25      officer, in fact, does engage in misconduct with our
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1      undercover officer we'll make the arrest and the

2      Prosecutor is already online.

3                 Again, it's fairly new.  I think we've been

4      in operation what, two and a half months, DeShaune?

5      Since March.  And so this was our first arrest.  That

6      arrest was made in conjunction with our homicide team.

7                 And we hope just by the fact that we have

8      such a unit in place that it will act as a deterrent.

9      Sometimes it happens.  Any LAPD officer knows and is

10      aware that there is an Integrity Unit and they know

11      that people are watching.  And so that, in fact,

12      really did reduce serious acts of misconduct,

13      especially in the aftermath of LA's most notable

14      corruption scandal, the Rampart incident.

15                 So I'm confident that we will see dramatic

16      change from it, but it is a work in progress.

17                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Are there any other

18      questions, Commissioners?

19                 AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Excuse me.  It's just for

20      commissioners to ask questions?

21                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes, ma'am.

22                 AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Thank you.

23                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, Chief.

24                 CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you.

25                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  At this time, we will



8/20/20158/20/2015

Page 18

1      have the Gang Intelligence Report from the police

2      department.

3                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Hello.

4                 COMMISSIONERS:  Hello.

5                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Good afternoon,

6      everybody.  I am Sergeant Edward Brannock.  I'm the

7      officer in charge of the Gang Intelligence Team that

8      was created by Chief Craig in October of 2013.  We are

9      formed -- as you know, the Gang Squad was disbanded

10      several years ago.  And we noticed that we have a gang

11      problem in our city.  And that's why the Gang

12      Intelligence Team was created to combat that, take

13      enforcement, also to log and keep a criminal database

14      of gang members operating in our city.

15                 Like I said, the Gang Intelligence Team is

16      comprised of -- now it's two sergeants, two

17      detectives, and now it is nine police officers.  I

18      know we have up there 10 police officers, but

19      unfortunately recently one of my officers had a severe

20      stroke and has been in the hospital.  He's doing much

21      better now.

22                 In 2014, the Gang Intelligence Team was --

23      just at that time was one sergeant and 10 police

24      officers.  We made 272 arrests, most of them of gang

25      members or gang-affiliated members.  We confiscated 84
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1      firearms.  A lot of those were in conjunction with

2      homicides.  This year so far we've made 175 arrests

3      and confiscated 44 firearms.

4                 I'm sorry.  Let me switch the slides for

5      you.

6                 The Gang Intelligence Team's primary

7      responsibility is to gather and maintain criminal gang

8      intelligence and to suppress gang activity and

9      organized crime in the city of Detroit through

10      aggressive investigation and enforcement of crimes

11      committed by gang, organized crime members and their

12      associates.

13                 To enhance the effectiveness of our

14      investigations, the Gang Intelligence Team is

15      comprised of local, state and federal agencies working

16      in conjunction with designated gang prosecutors from

17      the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office as well as the

18      AUSA's office to maximize sentences for gang members

19      that are charged federally and on a state level.

20                 When I talk about the state and federal

21      agencies that work in conjunction with the Gang

22      Intelligence Team, I also have two Border Patrol

23      agents that are assigned to the Gang Intelligence

24      Team, an FBI agent that's assigned, an ATF agent

25      that's assigned part time and a Michigan Department of
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1      Corrections.  So all of those entities are pulled

2      together within the Gang Intelligence Team.

3                 A particular focus -- I'm sorry.  Let me

4      switch our slide.  Particular focus will be placed on

5      serious offenses impacting the safety of the citizens

6      in the community as well as quality of life issues

7      surrounding gang and organized crime activities.  This

8      speaks to we know that criminal gangs in the

9      neighborhood, basically for the citizens of Detroit,

10      that's a quality of life issue.  You know, they're

11      committing crimes in your neighborhood, selling

12      narcotics at your gas station, your party store.  Our

13      focus is to deal with those quality of life issues,

14      whether they're criminal gangs stealing vehicles in

15      the neighborhood, breaking into cars, stealing radios,

16      selling narcotics at the party store, stuff like that.

17      That's -- we focus on the most serious offenses and

18      move from there.

19                 The Gang Intelligence Team will provide

20      up-to-date gang intelligence to any law enforcement

21      officer, agency or court systems to assist in their

22      investigation and prosecution.  This relates to

23      outside agencies.  We are seeing a lot of our gangs

24      are spreading into the suburbs, Harper Woods,

25      Eastpointe, Redford, Southfield.  And we assist them
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1      on if they have a shooting investigation or any kind

2      of criminal gang.  Basically they stem from the city

3      of Detroit and go outward.

4                 We have gang members that are operating in

5      Lansing, Flint, Battle Creek, Kentucky, West Virginia,

6      Ohio.  And we work closely with all these agencies

7      providing criminal intelligence to assist with their

8      core cases.

9                 The Gang Intelligence Team additional

10      responsibilities, we are to assist with any

11      gang-related crime.  My two detectives, any

12      gang-related shooting, we will review and decide

13      whether we're going to handle that case.  We assist

14      with gang-related school incidents.  Any threats that

15      come through social media of shootings at schools we

16      will respond to and address that issue as need be,

17      whether we identify the kid that's making the threats.

18      If there's school fights, stuff like that, we try to

19      identify which groups it's between, work with DPS, the

20      principal of the school and the parents of the

21      individuals that attend the school.

22                 We maintain a central information base

23      through several different projects that we're working

24      on.  We use Michigan State University as one of them

25      to collection of gang information and criminal gang
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1      intelligence.  We use several other databases.

2      Michigan State Police houses one along with -- we

3      house a separate one in our case tracks

4      investigations.

5                 We're involved in the Cease Fire Youth

6      Violence Prevention Program.  I'll speak on that a

7      little bit later.  And we assist during any major

8      events, anything in the downtown area.  Gang

9      Intelligence Team provides any information that might

10      come through social media, any threats to any events

11      such as the fireworks.  We work closely with trying to

12      get a curfew in place for the fireworks, because we

13      saw a lot of criminal intelligence that was coming

14      through Instagram, Facebook and social media, threats

15      of gang violence, shootings that were going to take

16      place.  We did not get the curfew that we fought for,

17      but -- and we had some incidents downtown involving

18      that.  And that was some of the things that we are

19      looking at.  When we had the shooting in Greektown of

20      the female and the shooting the very next night, Gang

21      Intelligence Team responded to that and assisted with

22      both of those investigations.

23                 Like I said, for any major event we can

24      come in, disseminate all that criminal intelligence,

25      anything that we pull from social media and get it
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1      down to the patrol officers to respond to anything

2      that's going on.

3                 The members of the Gang Intelligence Team,

4      like I said, the nine police officers, two detectives

5      and two sergeants, are all veteran officers.  We got

6      some young kids recently with four or five years on

7      the job, but most of them have 15 plus years on the

8      job.  They're narcotic-raid trained.  They're trained

9      by SRT for execution of search warrants.  Three of us

10      are homicide, came from homicide investigations,

11      interrogation trained, long-term investigation

12      trained, complex investigations.  All my officers are

13      social media trained, surveillance trained,

14      counter-surveillance training, executive protection

15      training.  Most of them have had executive protection

16      training.  And the youth violence reduction training,

17      which is the cease fire training.  And one, myself, is

18      certified as a gang expert in Third Circuit Court.

19                 I know I'm running out of time.  So just

20      real quickly, we have identified -- this is a gang map

21      that we created through all our local partners,

22      through the precincts, also through the individuals

23      that work out of the HYTA building, the Violent Crime

24      Task Force, the Violent Gang Task Force, DFAT, CVRP.

25      All the units that were criminal gangs sat down and we
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1      put this together.  It's basically our gang map of the

2      city.  It's posted on the DPD home page if you want to

3      study it more.  I know it's kind of small up there.

4      But we have approximately 230 separate gangs that are

5      operating in the city of Detroit that we have

6      identified.  Now, in that 230 that are not all

7      operating at one time.  There's gangs and then there's

8      sets of these gangs.  Like Brightmoor has different

9      sets of individuals that claim different names, YNS or

10      Bentler Chapel Burgess, BCB, but they're all part of

11      Brightmoor.  Seven Mile Bloods have sets that claim

12      Bounty Hunter Bloods, different sets.  So out of that

13      200 -- over 200 gangs they switch names.  That stuff

14      changes weekly.  So our gang map basically is the core

15      of how the gangs have been operating in the past

16      couple years, and then we try to adjust it and go from

17      there.

18                 Our last slide is the Cease Fire piece that

19      the Gang Intelligence Team is greatly involved in.

20      Basically Cease Fire, a quick overview, is we identify

21      gang members that are on probation or parole or group

22      members that are involved in gang violence, and we

23      issue them a letter and have them in what we call a

24      call-in.  Our next call-in is the 27th of this month.

25      They are surrounded by law enforcement from MSP, ATF,
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1      DEA, all of our Wayne County, all of our federal

2      partners, and they're delivered a message.  If you

3      don't stop the violence and continue your criminal

4      activity, we're going to use all the leverage of law

5      enforcement to come after you and your associates in

6      your gang.

7                 That message is supposed to be carried from

8      them out to their members of their gang to stop the

9      violence.  From that point in time, if they don't,

10      gang intelligence is part of the enforcement arm that

11      goes after these individuals.

12                 I like the Cease Fire model, because it

13      forces our precincts.  It's out of the Ninth and Fifth

14      Precincts right now, just the Ninth and Fifth

15      Precinct.  It's a grant.  And it forces our officers,

16      our captains of our precincts, to focus targeted

17      enforcement on the guys that are committing crimes in

18      their precincts, gun crimes, the individuals that keep

19      coming up in gun events that are happening, gun

20      incidences.

21                 The best part about Cease Fire I feel is it

22      also delivers -- has the advantage of delivering

23      services to individuals that we call in to the call-in

24      meeting.  They're given one phone number and told if

25      you want to get out of the gang, if you want to better
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1      your life, if you need help, whether it's a place to

2      stay, a driver's license, a GED, getting back into the

3      school, they're given that number.  And when they

4      leave there they have that option.  It's a 24-hour

5      number to call and take advantage of those services.

6      And there's mentorship that goes along with that and

7      just getting some of these guys back on track.

8                 And I feel that's the most powerful part of

9      Cease Fire and one of the things I know my guys on the

10      Gang Intelligence Team they love having that with them

11      when they're out on the street taking enforcement,

12      hey, if you need help, we have another option for you

13      and here's this number to call.

14                 And with that, are there any questions for

15      myself?

16                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  Yes, Madam Chair.  I

17      have some -- I probably need to talk with you offline

18      about Cease Fire.  I was involved in the very

19      beginning with the grant piece.

20                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Yes, sir.

21                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  I went to Washington

22      three times, met with the DOJ to make sure that we got

23      it here in Detroit.

24                 Cease Fire was supposed to be a

25      community-driven program, not a law enforcement-driven
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1      program.

2                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Correct.

3                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  And that's not what it

4      is.  It's not a community-driven program.  And so --

5      and I'm very happy that there is a great concern and

6      emphasis on gangs, because for many, many years

7      Detroit Police Department prior to this administration

8      was in denial about gang activity in Detroit.  I mean,

9      we were always told -- Eva's here and she knows.  We

10      were on the commission for many years and told we

11      don't have a drug program, we don't have a drug

12      problem -- I mean a gang problem, for many, many

13      years.  Now we see that there's over 200 gangs at

14      least that are there.

15                 But it's just the Cease Fire piece I was

16      involved in it very intimately, and then when it

17      veered off into another direction I got away from it,

18      because it got away from its original plan and

19      purpose.

20                 So how effective do you think it's been in

21      the back end?

22                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Well, I've been with

23      Cease Fire from the implementation stage for the

24      police department.  So, of course, my background with

25      it is the law enforcement side, heavier side on law
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1      enforcement.  But the part that I see with the

2      community is the meetings that take place.  Right now

3      there's a all group meeting, which is involved with

4      CAS, Flip the Script, Black Family Development.  And

5      the community as a whole there are offered to attend

6      any of the Cease Fire call-in meetings.

7                 That is the services side of Cease Fire.

8      We're involved in that, but I have to keep a law

9      enforcement side of Cease Fire.  That's what we have

10      to focus on, because we're so busy with all the gang

11      activity.

12                 So with the public side that is a part of

13      the Cease Fire grant, and that is done through Ray

14      Wynans and now the new director, Dwayne Love.  And

15      Cease Fire has taken on a couple different faces since

16      we've got it.

17                 As I explained to everybody, this Cease

18      Fire program it's a government grant, and it's done in

19      different cities such as Baltimore, Washington, but

20      this is our Cease Fire.  This is Detroit's Cease Fire.

21      And Detroit is a different city than all those other

22      cities.  So we had to adapt our -- it's basically a

23      model, and we had to take that model and mold it to

24      our criminal enterprises that are operating in the

25      city.  We're different than Chicago.  We're different
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1      than LA.  The gang model is different than those

2      cities.  So we're dealing with a whole different

3      animal in Detroit.  So we have to mold the Cease Fire,

4      that model, to fit Detroit and to deal with the

5      criminal aspect as relates to our city.  So I mean the

6      community is definitely involved in it.

7                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  Well, I don't mean the

8      agencies that are contracted to do -- I don't mean

9      that.  I mean the community at large is supposed to

10      drive it.  I mean, that was the way it was done from

11      the beginning.  That's the way it's been done

12      nationally.

13                 Now, you know, you may say that Detroit is

14      different.  We always say that Detroit is different.

15      But, you know, Detroit, Boston, all the places where

16      Cease Fire actually really got started, and Dr.

17      Kennedy and all the other meetings that I've been in

18      from the very, very beginning, that is not the way

19      Cease Fire was supposed to go.  But, if that's the way

20      it's going, fine, but, you know, that's -- the

21      community is kind of --

22                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  I mean, our faith-based

23      community is heavy involvement.  I don't know, Chief,

24      if --

25                 CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair?
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1                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes.

2                 CHIEF CRAIG:  I do -- Mr. Vann, I do agree

3      in part, probably in a large part.  I've been probably

4      one of the more critical ones of how ineffective Cease

5      Fire was coming in the door.  I'll just be very

6      candid.  There were things about this Cease Fire I did

7      not like.  I'm certainly very public about the absence

8      or lack of leadership in driving it.  And so we have

9      just recently kind of taken a new direction.  I mean,

10      I have worked in different cities where Cease Fire was

11      deployed.  One that comes in mind that was very

12      effective was Cincinnati.  I saw Cease Fire deployed

13      -- the model deployed in different neighborhoods, in

14      two neighborhoods in Cincinnati.  And those select

15      neighborhoods where we seeing gang violence we would

16      go in and after deploying and doing the work with the

17      community and the families of the people in the

18      call-in were involved in that effort, which wasn't

19      here in Detroit, but it's coming now with this new

20      iteration of how we're deploying it.  It worked very

21      effectively, so much so that I remember seeing

22      double-digit reduction in violence in this community

23      not weeks later, but immediately.

24                 So I knew that the Detroit Cease Fire --

25      and I do agree.  Sometimes in Detroit we believe we're
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1      on this island.  And having worked in different

2      cities, there are some consistencies.

3                 This thing you talk about with Detroit's

4      denial of gangs, you're absolutely correct.  Detroit

5      should learn from LA, because in Los Angeles I

6      remember very vividly early '80s when I left here and

7      joined -- I was part of the gang unit there.  The gang

8      thing, the city was in denial.  They didn't talk much

9      about it.  They say, well, it's in south LA,

10      predominantly African-American and Hispanic community,

11      they're just kind of killing each other.  And then in

12      1983 or '84 gang members were making lots of money

13      through the sale of crack cocaine, bought cars and

14      started to travel outside of South Central and found

15      themselves on the west side of LA.  And those who are

16      familiar with Los Angeles, UCLA, Westwood area, and

17      there was a tragic shooting where two gangs got into a

18      shootout with one another and an Asian student was

19      murdered, that's when LA declared we have a gang

20      problem.  But it was too late, because LA took the

21      posture that these were mischievous kids, not to worry

22      about it.

23                 So LA today is a city that has -- I don't

24      want to use the word "embraced," but it adopted the

25      gang culture so much so that school districts are now
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1      drawn by gangs.

2                 I had a precinct that I ran, or an area

3      that had three high schools in it.  One was a Blood

4      school, one was a Crips school, and the third was a

5      Hispanic gang school, but they couldn't integrate.  So

6      now the gang culture has now defined what LA has been.

7                 Certainly LA's violence is certainly

8      dramatically declined compared to what it was in the

9      late '80s and '90s where the city saw 1,200, 1,300

10      murders annually.  I think last year something like

11      275.  For a city of four million, pretty remarkable.

12                 But you're right.  So Detroit should not

13      want to become an LA.  So, yes, we talked candid.

14      There are 200 gangs.  There are gangs that --

15      Cincinnati was the same way.  I don't know if it's a

16      Midwest thing.  Cincinnati did not want to say it had

17      gangs.  Cincinnati had gangs.

18                 So the best way to deal with this issue is

19      to call it what it is, address it, be very strategic

20      about focusing on those who are involved in the

21      activity, help them if you can and arrest those who

22      are most violent, take them out of the equation in

23      terms of getting them out of the neighborhoods and

24      rehabilitating them.

25                 So you're right, that's the difference
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1      today, because I am told and heard even though we had

2      a Gang Squad here nobody wanted to talk about the

3      dirty little secret of gangs.

4                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Commissioner Crawford?

5                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Excuse me, through

6      the Chair.  I just want to say, too, I've heard that

7      for years about the denial of gangs.  I'll commend

8      you, Sergeant, because at the very beginning of your

9      presentation you said we had a gang problem.  That was

10      your statement.

11                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Sure.

12                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I mean, you're very

13      honest about that.  Also, too, I'm so glad we moved

14      from the Gang Squad to Gang Intelligence.  And I do

15      like your Cease Fire.

16                 I do agree with Bishop Vann, though, in

17      somewhat -- in terms of it should be more of a

18      holistic piece in terms of the community.  And perhaps

19      they will come on board, you know, in some way in the

20      future.  And more so I'm sure there's things going on

21      now in terms of community leadership perhaps helping,

22      you know, assisting you with that.

23                 But I like the ultimatum of Gang

24      Intelligence that's given to the gang members.  It's

25      either you get out of the gang or do what's right or
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1      else, and these are the consequences.  So I like that

2      stern, straightforward approach in just letting them

3      know that some of the activities that have occurred

4      and that they're engaging in will not be tolerated,

5      so ...

6                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Yes.  It's a give and

7      take for us.  We have to work with the gangs to fight

8      the gang problem.  So we have to work identifying the

9      gang members and then coming and letting them know

10      that we know what their criminal activity is, that

11      they're in a gang, what they're doing, what they're

12      disrupting.  And with the Cease Fire piece, you know,

13      giving them a chance to change their life, you know.

14                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Well, that's really

15      the intelligence of it is is you warn the individual

16      not to go there.  That's intelligence.  And, you know,

17      from a different perspective, though, and hopefully

18      that they'll see the light and get out of the gangs

19      and, you know, be more productive in the community.

20                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Yes.  And from the

21      community piece, we're having a call-in the August

22      27th, six o'clock.  Several gang members, we have 31

23      now, that are going to be attendees for that Cease

24      Fire call-in.  And I urge you all if you can attend

25      that will be great.  There's a lot of members from the
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1      community.

2                 CHIEF CRAIG:  Family, family.

3                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Family, yeah, to get

4      the gang members themselves.  We have changed the

5      letter up.  Like I said, Cease Fire is always changing

6      and evolving.  The Chief wanted us to include the gang

7      member's family, mother, father, brother, sister, to

8      get them in and engage them, to encourage them to get

9      these individuals, basically to save their lives.

10      Because some of these kids are out here and it's

11      either prison or a casket, and that's the message

12      that's relayed to them.  So Chief Craig wanted --

13                 The family now, that's not something in the

14      Cease Fire model.  That's looked upon as don't use

15      that so -- but --

16                 CHIEF CRAIG:  But, through the Chair, I

17      just want to talk about the family piece.  I know

18      that's not the Cease Fire model, and we're not on an

19      island, and I know David Kennedy doesn't like that

20      aspect.  I like it for one reason, because having been

21      in Cincinnati we always called in family, because

22      family -- it's one thing for us to get up and talk

23      about the promises that we will keep if you commit any

24      act of violence, but when you have family members

25      there, encouraging them to do right, and they have
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1      their children there, that makes the difference.  And

2      that's why I believe -- when I look at the Cincinnati

3      effort, any time we would go into a neighborhood and

4      you've got gang members and you've got, you know,

5      girlfriends, their children, mother, father, that has

6      a dramatic impact on that individual sitting there in

7      that seat listening to the presentation.  And so

8      that's why I'm a firm believer on it.

9                 I think you will see going forward a

10      dramatic change.  Just that one component is going to

11      make a world of difference, I believe.

12                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Commissioners, any

13      other questions?

14                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Yes, Madam Chair.

15                 I guess when I saw the number 230 gangs, it

16      seemed so large, the number.  How do you determine

17      which are the most violent -- how do you prioritize?

18      Because you only have 14 people that are assigned to

19      this unit.  How do you prioritize which gangs are the

20      most violent?

21                 And the other thing is how many members are

22      we talking about?  If it's 230 gangs, how many people?

23                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Thousands.

24                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thousands.  So

25      how do you handle?  It just seems overwhelming to me
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1      for a unit.

2                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  To be honest with you,

3      it's technology that helps us.  Our records management

4      system going back to 2004 our CRISNET system, it's the

5      documentation that officers have done for the past 11

6      years now that greatly help us, seeing the same people

7      arrested together, seeing them -- tattoos that are

8      documented, their criminal activity together, what

9      they're doing, whether they're selling cars, whether

10      they're -- the East Side Jack Boys, which they commit

11      carjackings, that we have a group of them identified.

12      And then it's a generational thing also.  Seeing their

13      parents' criminal activity and their gang affiliation,

14      it's usually passed down.

15                 Detroit Public Schools give a lot of gang

16      information also.  As schools close, different schools

17      -- like the Chief was talking about how in LA the

18      Bloods and the Crips their schools were outlined by

19      those neighborhoods.  Detroit kind of has that also

20      where in the Ninth Precinct, Denby is more of a Blood

21      school, Seven Mile Bloods.  East Warren -- East

22      English Village Preparatory Academy is more of a Blood

23      school that's controlled by the East Warren gangs.

24                 So there's all kinds of -- and as these

25      kids get locked up, that criminal intelligence is
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1      housed in databases from their pictures, the intake in

2      who they're arrested with, the tattoos that they have.

3      Some gang members tell us, hey, I'm a Blood gang

4      member.  Some when they get caught are not so outright

5      with their affiliation, but a lot of them are proud of

6      the colors that they wear and the gang that they're

7      affiliated with.

8                 So that's -- and just gathering all that

9      and cross-referencing all that, we've just recently --

10      D.C. LeValley has stood up the Criminal Intelligence

11      Bureau, which pools from a lot of different agencies,

12      whether it's Michigan Department of Corrections, the

13      Violent Crimes Task Force, CVRP.  It's many different

14      units pooling all of this information together and

15      then getting it to the new Crime Intelligence Bureau

16      and getting that out to the officers on the street.

17      So it's years of documentation.

18                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  So you're -- I'm

19      sorry, Madam Chair.  So when somebody self-identifies

20      as a gang member you would verify that; right?  I

21      mean, I'm just imagining maybe young boys or girls

22      saying they're a part of a gang when maybe they really

23      aren't.

24                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  It's not a process

25      where we come in and we see a kid in the neighborhood
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1      and he's wearing a red T-shirt and we call him a

2      Blood.  That's the mistake that has been made over the

3      years from different police departments across this

4      country, misidentifying young, Black males,

5      African-American males or young Latinos and putting

6      them in gangs.  That's why we're Gang Intelligence.

7      We go a step further than what Gang Squad did.  We dig

8      into all that, their tattoos.  We do surveillance on

9      individuals.  We check their family background, the

10      schools they go to, what we can pool from Detroit

11      Public School System.  All those go into identifying a

12      gang member, not just that they're wearing a hat to

13      one side or a NBA team or something to that effect.

14      It goes more into -- we're very careful when we are

15      identifying our gang members.

16                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Just one last

17      question.  Do you have a age group that we're looking

18      at that are more involved in gangs?  Is there a

19      typical age group or range?

20                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  We have 13-year-olds

21      that are involved in gangs all the way up to

22      individuals in their 40s.  The older guys, who they

23      call the big homies or the hierarchy of the gang, the

24      guys that are probably bringing in large quantity of

25      narcotics, the older guys that kind of run the gang,
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1      call the shots and all the way down to the recruitment

2      of kids that are in middle school and high school.

3                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Okay.

4                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  Madam Chair.  I just want

5      to say you haven't convinced me that 230 gangs -- I

6      think you've got a whole lot of young people who want

7      to be involved block to block, whatever that is.  But

8      when we talk about gangs, traditionally gangs in terms

9      of Chicago, LA, major hardcore gang members, it's

10      clearly that they are hardcore gang members.  Detroit,

11      we haven't been in that mold.  That's why when we

12      talking about Gang Squad and gang activities it

13      revolves around high schools, territory, neighborhood

14      to some extent.

15                 We identified years ago when the first

16      narcotics started that was like a gang, but that was

17      more like a drug ring.  So when you use that number

18      and you use it very loosely in terms of --

19      Commissioner Dewaelsche, in terms of there was

20      hardcore gang members somewhere in southwest Detroit,

21      you know, they clearly identified.

22                 Gang issues is not a issue in Detroit with

23      the people.  You don't hear people talk about I'm

24      afraid if I move from neighborhood to neighborhood the

25      gang is going to get me, you know.  That's not the
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1      mentality that we have been dealing with to some

2      extent, but I understand that we do have issues of

3      people want to be, there's some affiliation and all

4      that.

5                 And I think that's why I'm glad to hear the

6      change in Cease Fire, because it has to be community

7      driven in terms of the community identify certain

8      neighborhoods, certain activities going on.  Because

9      people, with our park and recreation activity,

10      baseball club, basketball league, they come together.

11      You know, and you can call that a gang, you know, to

12      some extent but they congregate.  We used to do the

13      same thing.  We'd come together and hang out in that

14      neighborhood.

15                 But I think that issue -- I would like to

16      have a little bit more dialogue.  When you talking

17      about can you identify really -- like motorcycle gang,

18      you know, you name them, you can identify them, the

19      Outlaws or whatever it is.  So I think that's why when

20      we talk about the officers that are working city

21      streets did not see those issues being so glaring in

22      terms of the role of the Gang Squad -- in fact, the

23      Gang Squad became a gang.  With the identification

24      everybody knew, you know, it was Gang Squad now.

25                 So your intelligence I think is more
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1      enhanced in terms of being involved, but I think

2      that's why the curfew issue did not sell well with a

3      whole lot of people that was engaging in terms of the

4      council and others and myself did not see, you know,

5      that type of dialogue, you know.  I just hopefully --

6      maybe we can have more meaningful dialogue to identify

7      hardcore gang members, you know --

8                 CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair ...

9                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes, Chief.

10                 CHIEF CRAIG:  Let me just say yes, we do

11      have a gang problem.  I'm just going to be candid.

12      I've been doing this 38 years now, and of that number

13      probably 36 of it's been in gang enforcement.  And you

14      are right on this note, it is nothing like LA.

15                 So when the Sergeant throws out 233, what

16      he didn't say is not all 233 gangs are active.  We

17      know that.  They are not active.  These are gangs that

18      have been -- we've identified gangs in neighborhoods.

19      Some may have one member, and that person may not be

20      engaged.  But we do have gang issues.

21                 And when you look at -- the one thing that

22      has driven crime in this city this year, even though

23      I'm reporting out on a reduction, we have had multiple

24      incidents of violence.  When I talk about multiple,

25      any time an individual or individuals shoot into a
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1      group of people, three or more people are struck by

2      gunfire, generally those are gangs.

3                 The Dexter and Webb is a great example, 12

4      people shot, the incident over on Gratiot at the car

5      wash, gangs.  We can tell you the most active gangs.

6      What I typically will not do, for this group certainly

7      I'll tell you, Seven Mile Bloods is probably the most

8      active gang in Detroit right now.  They're the ones

9      that are driving a lot of the violence.  But -- so I

10      don't want us to get caught up on the 233 and one

11      thousand gang members, because it's kind of

12      misleading.

13                 The other thing I will never do, and I've

14      asked my staff not to do is if we have to report out

15      publicly in terms of a news conference or interview

16      that we not mention these individuals by their gang

17      set.  It's like free advertisement for them.  It

18      inspires them.  So, yeah, if it's a gang situation,

19      it's a gang situation, but I am not going to say on

20      television it's the Seven Mile Bloods.  To do that is

21      free advertisement.  We learned that very clearly in

22      LA.

23                 So in part I do agree with you, but we do

24      have a gang problem.

25                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  Sir, I recognize that,



8/20/20158/20/2015

Page 44

1      and I appreciate when you just spoke in terms of

2      identifying -- you know, you can clarify, you know, in

3      terms of that approach, because your experience -- I

4      have 32 years experience of working the city streets,

5      too, in terms of those issues.  So we're on the same

6      page.  We do have a problem, but it's not as

7      significant that people are being intimidated like in

8      other cities.  It's not -- that's not the case, but we

9      do have a problem.  I just want to make sure that you

10      understand my position.

11                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  And out of those 200

12      some gangs we keep historical information on gangs.  A

13      perfect example is the Runyon Boys, Seven Mile and

14      Runyon.  That gang is not operating anymore, but it's

15      in our best interest to keep that criminal information

16      in case they have -- gangs start and pop back up.

17      Their kids might start.  You know, these individuals

18      have been shot and killed or indicted by the feds or

19      whatever, they're locked up.  Sometimes a group like

20      that will spark back up again.  So we keep that

21      historical data.

22                 So by any means am I saying there's over

23      200 gangs operating in the city of Detroit right now,

24      no.  But we keep that historical knowledge, because

25      who knows what's going to happen.  And then the
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1      southwest Detroit thing is a whole nother animal that

2      we have to keep that historical information.

3                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  Thank you, sir.

4                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Yes, sir.

5                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Madam Chair?

6                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes, sir.

7                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  So the Chief and to

8      the sergeant here, the activity that these people

9      involve in goes far beyond just whatever violence

10      they're perpetrating on each other.  So I'm wondering

11      the coordination between whatever group of people you

12      have who have managed the narcotics issues, whatever

13      group of people that you have who manage the gun

14      issues.  I am focused more on the activity that these

15      people are involved in that sustains them.

16                 So how does this operate in terms of

17      narcotics?  How does this operate in terms of guns?  I

18      know that we did the arrests.  We got 74 guns in '14,

19      44 so far in '15.  But this is an organized effort;

20      right?  I mean, there's narcotics coming from

21      somewhere.  They're guns coming from North Carolina,

22      South Carolina.  There's truckloads -- not truckloads,

23      but carloads, you know, five here, ten there, whatever

24      the number.

25                 I'm wondering, Chief, how all of this --
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1      the intelligence coming out of the gang unit gets used

2      to suppress the crime that these people benefit from?

3                 CHIEF CRAIG:  Yeah, through the Chair.

4      That's a great point.  First of all, what we do very

5      well today and, you know, we work with the FBI, we're

6      in a task force with the FBI.  It's a Violent Crimes

7      Task Force.  You might as well call it a gang task

8      force, because that's their primary focus.

9                 So when you look at these different task

10      forces, whether it's with the DEA, ATF, we are working

11      and focusing on gangs.  It may not be the sole thing,

12      but gangs are tied into it.

13                 So as it was asked and answered, you know,

14      when you look at the number of Gang Intelligence

15      officers that work in this unit, certainly in and of

16      itself you're right, it would appear to be

17      overwhelming.  They're the primary, and not the only,

18      repository for gathering intelligence.  You know, we

19      have our Special Ops Unit, we have our Tactical

20      Services.  And certainly under leadership of Deputy

21      Chief LeValley, he is coordinating all the internal

22      and, in some instances, external responses to how we

23      abate violence, which we know that gang members play a

24      key role.

25                 So we do work very closely.  Again, we've
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1      had -- one example, we talked about the activity in

2      southwest Detroit recently involving the Latin Kings,

3      a great example.  I think there were 25 or so

4      indictments.  That was an FBI/DPD collaborative.  And,

5      in fact, that area, because of those very strategic,

6      focused indictments in that area, we've seen dramatic

7      reductions in violence, but that wasn't just a sole

8      DPD.

9                 So there are a lot of different entities,

10      because they are -- you know, different gang members

11      have say specialties.  Some are involved in robberies,

12      carjackings.  So, you know, our CATS unit would tend

13      to focus on these carjacking rings, which are gang

14      members.  Then we have those gang members that are

15      involved in the sale of narcotics, but are also

16      involved in shootings because they're fighting over

17      narcotic territory.

18                 So then we have all the other entities, our

19      DEAs, FBI Violence Crimes Task Force.  So there is a

20      lot of collaboration.  And working with State Police

21      works -- you know, comes in and provides visible

22      uniform support, like when we saw a spade of violence

23      in the Ninth Precinct, again focussed on gangs that

24      are in that area committing street robberies, drive-by

25      shootings and such.
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1                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.  Sergeant,

2      if there are no other questions --

3                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  I just have one brief

4      question, Madam Chair.  Are we able to infiltrate

5      these gangs, young people, I mean to get a idea, you

6      know?  Do we have that type of approach to the issues?

7                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  You said infiltrate?

8                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  Yes, sir.  I assume that

9      you cannot be that person, you know, quite obvious,

10      you know, but I'm saying do we -- the one uniqueness

11      in terms of --

12                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Both of us,

13      Commissioner, we've aged out.

14                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  Yeah, yeah.  Right,

15      right.  That's what I meant by that.  I just think do

16      we have that type of engagement, you know?

17                 One of the concepts, you mentioned young

18      officers are able to get down and able to have that

19      type of interaction?

20                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Yes.  Not so much like

21      back in the narcotics days when we would buy dope back

22      20 years -- the department has phased out of that.

23                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  Okay.

24                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  But, no, we develop

25      sources of information.
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1                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  That's enough for me.

2                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Like I said, working

3      with gangs is a give and take.  So they need

4      something, I need something, and we work together and

5      that's how we are able to infiltrate into these gangs.

6                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  Thank you.

7                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Any other questions,

8      Commissioners?

9                 I have one last question, sir.

10                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Yes, ma'am.

11                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  And it goes back to

12      the effectiveness of the Cease Fire program.  The

13      call-in, you said that 30, 31 probationers and

14      parolees are called in?

15                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Correct.

16                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  And they're --

17      whatever happens, happens.  Do you have stats on --

18      they're given resources and some other things happen.

19      Do you have stats on how many actually take advantage

20      of the resources, how many are re-arrested, how many

21      commit crimes after the call-in?

22                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  That's all housed

23      through Children's Aid Society, I believe.  They keep

24      a database.  And that's separate from the police

25      department.  Obviously we see some of the things that
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1      go on behind the scenes, but some of those -- some of

2      that stuff is kept from the police department, if they

3      need psychological help or, you know, personal issues.

4      So they keep that on their side and we keep our

5      enforcement stuff on our side.

6                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  But you would know who

7      was re-arrested --

8                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Yes, they do --

9                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  -- was re-arrested or

10      committed another crime?

11                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Yes, yes.  We monitor

12      that on a weekly basis.  We have a Cease Fire

13      enforcement meeting every Thursday where we come down

14      and review all the gun crime that happens.  And there

15      are 107, I believe, that have been called in.  There's

16      a list of the Cease Fire participants that are in the

17      call-ins.  And we -- every day that list is scrubbed

18      to see if any of them have been arrested or if any of

19      them, you know, re-offend or they violate their

20      probation.  That way we go after those individuals

21      right way, because they're the ones that we have

22      identified that are driving the crime in the Ninth and

23      Fifth Precinct.

24                 So, yes, we monitor them vigorously to make

25      sure that they don't re-offend, because they're the
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1      ones that are supposed to be spreading the message to

2      stop the violence.

3                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  All right.  Thank you.

4                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  So, Sergeant, what

5      the Chairman was asking was of the 107 how many have

6      been re-arrested?

7                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Offhand, I couldn't

8      give you that number.  I know we do have that

9      information.  We track that weekly.

10                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  That's what she --

11                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Can you get that

12      information to us, please?

13                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  Yes.

14                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.  Any other

15      questions, Commissioners?

16                 Thank you.

17                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Thank you very much.

18                 SERGEANT BRANNOCK:  And thank you for all

19      of your questions.

20                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you.

21                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Next item on the

22      agenda is the disciplinary appeal for Lanetha

23      Coleman-Malone.  And it's my understanding that the

24      hearing is going to be postponed for two weeks.

25                 MS. BERNARD:  Two weeks.
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1                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Two weeks.

2                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Two weeks.  Under new

3      business, we have resolutions for Sergeant Joseph

4      Abdella that's going to be read by -- the resolution

5      is going to be read by Commissioner Bell.

6                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  We already heard that we

7      funeralized Sergeant Joe Abdella this morning at St.

8      John on west side of Detroit, I think in Grosse

9      Pointe.  I'm just going to highlight the resolution in

10      certain areas.

11                 "Whereas Joseph J. Abdella was appointed to

12      Detroit Police Department on November 28, 1994.  Upon

13      graduating from Metropolitan Police Academy, Abdella

14      began his career at Eleventh Precinct."

15                 In fact, I was assigned at that precinct at

16      the time that Officer Moore -- I mean Commissioner

17      Moore made me aware that he worked another shift.

18                 From there he dutifully served the First

19      Precinct, and the homicide section, in various

20      capacities.  On June the 4, 2001 he was promoted to

21      the rank of sergeant, immediately assigned to the

22      homicide section.  "The other assignments he served in

23      as a Sergeant included the Fugitive Apprehension Team,

24      the Detroit Police Major Crimes Division, the

25      Southwestern District Narcotics Section and the
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1      Eastern District.  On Saturday, August 15, 2015, after

2      21 years of loyal and devoted service, Joseph Abdella,

3      badge number S-125, passed away.

4                 "During his law enforcement career,

5      Sergeant Abdella was the deserving recipient of one

6      Lifesaving Citation, three perfect attendance awards,

7      Major League Baseball All-Star Recognition Award, the

8      Rosa Parks Funeral Recognition Award, and the

9      Superbowl Recognition Award.  He was also the

10      recipient of numerous letters of commendation from

11      citizens and superiors.

12                 "Sergeant Abdella tirelessly served the

13      Police Department, the citizens of Detroit and its

14      neighboring communities.  His professionalism,

15      commitment to public service, integrity and dedication

16      were a credit to the Police Department."

17                 From there, "Be it resolved that the

18      Detroit Board of Police Commissioners, speaking for

19      the citizens of Detroit and the Police Department,

20      award this resolution in recognition of Sergeant

21      Abdella's 21 years of dedicated public service.  His

22      professionalism, integrity, and standard of commitment

23      to the city of Detroit and its citizens merit our

24      highest regards.  We salute and thank you, Sergeant

25      Joseph Abdella for a job well done."
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1                 And we add a prayerful note to his family

2      and loved ones and fellow officers that served with

3      this sergeant over the years.  In my opinion, he was a

4      great soldier, and the good Lord has called him on to

5      a higher duty and higher service.  So his legacy will

6      be part of our history in terms of the DPD and the

7      Board of Police Commissioners.

8                 It's not on the resolution.  I just wanted

9      to add this personal note for someone that I think,

10      that I know, has served this department in active

11      duty.  So that's why we salute him and his family.

12      Thank you.

13                 Madam Chair, I move we accept the

14      resolution in terms of archiving records.

15                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Support.

16                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  It's been moved been

17      supported that we accept the resolution for Sergeant

18      Joseph Abdella.

19                 Is there any discussion?  Those in favor?

20                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

21                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Those opposed?

22                 The motion carries, and the resolution will

23      be placed in the Board of Police Commissioners

24      archive.

25                 At this time, I'm going to ask that
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1      Commissioner White read the resolution for Lieutenant

2      Arthur Green.

3                 COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Commissioners, before

4      us is a resolution honoring Lieutenant Arthur A.

5      Green, III posthumously.

6                 "Whereas Arthur A. Green, III was born on

7      August 15, 1956.  He was a proud graduate of Henry

8      Ford High School in Detroit and continued his studies

9      at Eastern Michigan University as well as Wayne State

10      University.  In 1976, Green joined the United States

11      Air Force, and later became a Detroit police officer

12      in 1986.  He proudly served the Detroit Police

13      Department for ten years with assignments at the

14      Second Precinct, the Recruiting Section and the Ninth

15      Precinct.  In 1996, he left the police department to

16      join the Law Enforcement Division of the Michigan

17      Department of Natural Resources.  As a conservation

18      officer, Green served the State of Michigan for 19

19      years and rose through the ranks to become a first

20      lieutenant.  He was the recipient of numerous letters

21      of commendation and awards.

22                 "And whereas Lieutenant Green's patriotism

23      and love of country led him to extend his service in

24      the military.  Following his enlistment in the U.S.

25      Air Force, Lieutenant Green served as a military
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1      police officer in the Michigan National Guard at the

2      Selfridge Air National Guard Base.  He was activated

3      from 1990 to 1991 under Operation Desert Shield and

4      Operation Desert Storm, and completed a tour of duty

5      in Kuwait in 2002.  He retired from the military as a

6      Master Sergeant Marksman in 2004.

7                 "And whereas Lieutenant Green's love for

8      flying led him to become a member of the famed

9      Tuskegee Airmen.  He volunteered in many of the

10      group's activities, including being a pilot in the

11      Young Eagles Program where he introduced Detroit and

12      Metro Detroit youth to their first airplane rides.  In

13      addition to flying, the program exposed these youths

14      to opportunities and careers in the field of aviation.

15      Lieutenant Green is credited with giving plane rides

16      to over 400 youth in the Young Eagles Program.  He was

17      the current President of the Detroit Chapter of

18      Tuskegee Airmen as well as secretary for the Tuskegee

19      Airmen National Museum.

20                 "And whereas Lieutenant Green was a devoted

21      family man and is survived by his wife, Karla

22      Cole-Green, his sons, Antonio and Brice, three

23      grandchildren, three sisters and a host of family,

24      friends and colleagues.  Lieutenant Green died on

25      August 9, 2015.
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1                 "Now, therefore be it resolved that the

2      Detroit Board of Police Commissioners, speaking on

3      behalf of the citizens of the great City of Detroit

4      and the Detroit Police Department, honor and salute

5      Lieutenant Arthur A. Green, III for his unswerving

6      dedication to public service.  He leaves behind an

7      outstanding legacy, and will always be remembered for

8      his dedication, passion and never ending love for our

9      city and youth."

10                 Signed this day by the Detroit Board of

11      Police Commissioners.  Move for adoption.

12                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

13                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Supported.

14                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  It's been moved and

15      supported that the resolution for Lieutenant Arthur

16      Green be accepted.

17                 Is there any discussion?

18                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  Just one, Madam Chair.

19      I've noticed since I've been back on the Police

20      Commission we don't sign these anymore.  I don't

21      believe that I've ever signed one.

22                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  They're signed.

23                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  Oh.  They're signed

24      electronically, my signature?

25                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  We went a little
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1      high tech since you left.

2                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes.

3                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  I'm saying with my

4      signature?

5                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  With your signature.

6                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  It's an electronic

7      signature.  It's not necessarily your signature, sir,

8      but it's an electronic signature generated by the

9      computer.

10                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  I've just been

11      informed.

12                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Is there any other

13      discussion?  Those in favor?

14                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

15                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Those opposed?

16                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  It's just that I know

17      the family.  I just kind of thought that --

18                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  It was signed.

19                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  I understand.

20                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  Madam Chair, I just want

21      to say that these were two brave young men who served

22      this community.  And I just pray that we can continue

23      to recruit the caliber person who would not fill their

24      shoes, but will continue their legacy and that with

25      our goal in terms of our recruiting process with
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1      Detroit Police Department, identify that person or

2      persons that could really carry on, which when you

3      read, you know, you just look at these individuals

4      really being outstanding and died rather young, you

5      know, in terms of service.  So I just want to once

6      again salute and thank them and their families for

7      servicing our community.

8                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.

9                 Commissioner Bell, the motion carries.

10                 At this time, announcements.  Our next

11      Board of Police Commissioners meeting will be next

12      Thursday -- I'm sorry.  Thursday, August 27 at 3 p.m.

13      here at the Detroit Public Safety Headquarters at

14      3 p.m.  Our next Board of Police Commissioners

15      community meeting will be at the Third Precinct at the

16      Boy Scouts of American located at 1776 West Warren at

17      Rosa Parks Boulevard, September 10th, 2015 at 6:30

18      p.m.

19                 At this time, we will have oral

20      communications from the audience.  I'm going to ask

21      that Mr. John Hill, if he's here --

22                 Mr. John Hill?

23                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Madam Chair, he had to

24      leave.  So he won't be here --

25                 MR. HILL:  No, I'm still here.
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1                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Oh, you're still here.

2      Okay.

3                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Come to the podium.

4                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  You threw me under the

5      bus.

6                 MR. HILL:  I'm sorry about that, George.

7                 Hello, Commissioners.  How are you doing

8      today?

9                 A lot of times people think -- I'm here to

10      talk about Allstate voluntary benefits, just a brief

11      summary.  And a lot of people think of Allstate as a

12      company that insures your auto or your home policies,

13      but they also have very valuable benefits, and I think

14      they would be very important to the police officers.

15      These benefits -- you know, it's ironic that Combined

16      is out there today, but these benefits are kind of the

17      same as Combined.  So there's accident, critical

18      illness, hospital and also -- Aaron, you can hold

19      on and -- there's hospital and there's also

20      disability, which is paycheck protection.

21                 Something that's interesting about our

22      disability policies is that we also have Family

23      Medical Leave Act.  So if one of the officers has to

24      take time out to care about their family that's

25      covered.  That's not offered on a lot of policies.
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1      And we also offer stress.  And so if a officer has a

2      mental disorder, nervous or stress, he can actually

3      take time out, and that counts just like a disability,

4      as a disability.

5                 I don't want to take up too much of your

6      time here, because I realize this meeting ran a little

7      bit long, but it came to my attention from

8      Commissioner Burton that there might be some plans

9      that the officers need to look at.  So I wanted to

10      present it to the Board just to let you know, or

11      commissioners, just to let you know what's going on

12      with these policies, but also to find out avenues that

13      we can possibly present these benefits to the

14      officers.  You know, you have Combined, and we like to

15      say that, you know, competition brings out the best in

16      everybody.

17                 I brought with me Aaron Vance here who has

18      been in insurance for 30 years.  I worked for the City

19      as most of you know, or some of you know, for about 25

20      years, so I don't have all of the knowledge about

21      insurance that Mr. Vance has, but if there's any

22      questions we'll be happy to answer them.

23                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Any questions from the

24      Commissioners?

25                 CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair?
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1                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes.

2                 CHIEF CRAIG:  I would just ask you if you

3      could direct the gentlemen to Aaron Stephens and our

4      medical liaison that will assist you.

5                 MR. HILL:  Okay, absolutely.

6                 I also want to say in addition, and this is

7      just in my background of, you know, video and

8      television.  I was the media director for the City

9      Council.  And these meetings -- every time I come here

10      -- this is about my fourth meeting coming to -- I

11      learn so much from what's going on in the city, what's

12      going on with the police commissioners and also what's

13      going on with the officers.  And even though you're

14      not taping right now, it might be something that you

15      can just play the recording, because you have it on

16      MP4 already on the government access channel, and then

17      you can actually show different, if you will, things

18      that the police officers are doing, community events,

19      show a picture of the Board every once in awhile just

20      to educate the citizens.  But I can see -- they have a

21      lot of music playing when they have the banners up and

22      things like this, but I can see this being a way that

23      you can get the word out to the citizens of Detroit of

24      all that you're doing.

25                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  Madam Chair?
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1                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes.

2                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  I just want to say that

3      we can take advantage of Mr. Hill's service in terms

4      of what he just offered.  I think that would really

5      help us in terms of communicating and reaching a

6      broader audience in terms of his background and his

7      commitment.

8                 And I also want to say that, you know, you

9      mentioned about stress and officers having -- I think

10      that's a crucial part.  I'm glad that the Chief is

11      reaching out to you.  I think that we can't do enough

12      in those areas of trying to sustain officers in terms

13      of dealing with personal issues, professional issues,

14      just issues that's a little bit different than what we

15      were accustomed to, you know.

16                 MR. HILL:  Yes.

17                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  And I think it's a

18      different day and age in terms of trying to make sure

19      they get the proper treatment and coverage, even in

20      terms of working out, you know, but how do you relieve

21      that, you know.  One time it was not too popular to

22      say you have a problem or you got a issue, but, you

23      know, it's a difference day and age where people are

24      now trying to assist you.  So hopefully that will go a

25      long way.
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1                 And I want to thank you for taking time out

2      and being persistent, coming before this body, and

3      continue to share that dialogue with us.

4                 MR. HILL:  Yeah.  Thank you very much.  And

5      working for the City and the City Council

6      administration for 23 years, if I would have had a

7      stress policy I think might have took it a couple

8      times.  But thank you very much.

9                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, Mr. Hill.

10                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the Chair,

11      I'd just like to add, too, in relation to what

12      Commissioner Bell said, you know, John Hill, you know,

13      he works very hard and he works, you know, tremendous

14      wonders with Council over the years.  And he would

15      definitely be, you know, great as far as helping us,

16      you know, communicate our message, you know, further

17      through the community as well.  So he does great work.

18                 MR. HILL:  Thank you very much.

19                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.

20                 Any other oral communications from the

21      audience?  Please give your name for the record and

22      limit your comments to two minutes.

23                 MS. CARTER:  My name is star Ellen Carter,

24      and I came here, Commissioners, for your assistance.

25                 I've tried several times to -- at Seven
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1      Mile and Woodward precinct.  I've had two daughters

2      raped in the last 30 days.  I've went -- my

3      16-year-old, the same group or gang of guys that first

4      hit the news that raped that woman in front of her

5      husband.  Okay.  I gave information.  They didn't act

6      on it.  Right now my 16 -- they dumped my 16-year-old

7      off three weeks ago in her panties and bra.

8                 And the description that my daughter gave

9      goes past our home.  The plate number is       .  It's

10      a black car with black, tinted windows.  These people

11      were watching my home, because when they took her --

12      she went to the store.  I stay on Greenlawn, a couple

13      blocks from Marygrove, and I just moved back to the

14      city February 11th of this year.  She went to the

15      store, which is a block and a half, and she didn't

16      return.  She was gone all night.

17                 An officer did help circulate the

18      neighborhood all night.  Well, they dumped her off in

19      her panties and bra.  She was very frightened.  When I

20      took her into the precinct, she was saying she

21      couldn't tell.  They had called her phone.  She was

22      like, "I don't know nothing."  Right now she's in

23      Hawthorne's Center for Children.  It's a psychiatric

24      hospital.

25                 Okay.  And these folks are still watching
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1      my house.  They were at                .  And then

2      they also hang out at                , which is down

3      the street from me.  The gold Trailblazer is        ,

4      and that's a plate number.  Okay.  She's been in

5      Hawthorne for a week and a half so she's not been

6      home.  She's hiding.  But still there was a couple

7      days ago I've stopped officers up in there three times

8      up there at Seven Mile and Woodward to that precinct.

9                 There's a red truck that went past my

10      house.  I don't know what this motion is to my house

11      and they pass.  They kept going.  Same time it's a

12      white truck.  I followed the white truck.  That number

13      is       .  Now, I don't know what that gang sign is,

14      but they pointed at my house.  They're watching my

15      house.  And I brought my son's pit bull, I've brought

16      people who have CCWs to my home.  Still I can't rest.

17      I have to leave.  We're going to have to leave

18      Detroit.

19                 What can I do?  Because my daughter is 16

20      years old.  She is frightened.  I've offered to go to

21      the hospital.  She is cognizant enough to give a

22      report.  I will sign whatever waivers for you all to

23      interview her to get this information.

24                 They took her clothes off at

25               .  That's right near Wyoming and West
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1      McNichols.  It's also attached to      .  You'll see

2      that home, and you'll see                .  You'll see

3      they go to different vacant homes.

4                 Okay.  She did have the privilege of

5      hearing.  They took her somewhere on Southfield and

6      Warren.  They took her on Southfield and Warren, and

7      she heard them -- the only thing she is telling us now

8      is that every time somebody touched her she woke up.

9                 Now, they dumped her on the street, because

10      I sent her a text message.  I said we know where you

11      are, your 13 brothers is -- the cops is coming in,

12      come out.  And it was that first location that we went

13      to.

14                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Ma'am --

15                 MS. CARTER:  There is a guy --

16                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Ma'am --

17                 MS. CARTER:  -- his name is Damian,

18      a/k/a --

19                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Ma'am, if it's a open

20      investigation, we don't want you to --

21                 MS. CARTER:  It's not, and that's why I'm

22      here, ma'am.  I'm here because --

23                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  We're going to have

24      you to take your --

25                 MS. CARTER:  -- they have not did anything.
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1      If I bring my 16-year-old, they're going to kill her,

2      because she heard them talking about rape -- what they

3      were raping that woman in front of her husband.

4                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.  So you're

5      saying that the police did not take your complaint?

6                 MS. CARTER:  They did not.  And I talked to

7      Officer Mason yesterday evening in the Sex Crimes

8      Unit.  He said he can't find it.  I said, well, I

9      talked to Commander Balinski (ph), and we sat down and

10      I gave them all this information and they didn't take

11      a report.

12                 So I'm here to ask your help.  So, like a

13      kid, we don't die.

14                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  We are going to have

15      someone speak to you.

16                 Chief, can we ...

17                 CHIEF CRAIG:  Yes.  In fact, is Deputy

18      Chief LeValley --

19                 MS. CARTER:  Because right now I have to

20      leave home every night, and then you talking about my

21      other -- they've got something going on.  I've got two

22      kids --

23                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.  Just have a

24      seat.  We're going to have someone --

25                 MS. CARTER:  -- 16 and 19 that's raped.
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1      And then my 21-year-old she was just raped.  And then

2      we have to wait all the way until Wednesday, okay.  We

3      being harassed.

4                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Right.  So just have a

5      seat.  We're going to have someone come down and speak

6      to you, and I'm so sorry.

7                 CHIEF CRAIG:  We'll get the information

8      from you and we'll follow up.

9                 MS. CARTER:  Right.  You know, I did ask

10      for special attention.  But, like I say, I can't sleep

11      at home.  I've had friends with CCWs and everything at

12      my house.  I still cannot sleep.  So now I just moved

13      back to the city.  It cost thousands.  You know, this

14      land bank, you know, I've heard what they said.  Put

15      these officers back in the community.

16                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, ma'am.

17                 MS. CARTER:  That's what we need --

18                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Just have a seat.

19      We're going to have someone talk to you.

20                 Are there any other oral communications?

21                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Good afternoon,

22      everyone.

23                 COMMISSIONERS:  Good afternoon.

24                 MR. SCOTT:  I unfortunately did not get

25      here for the beginning of the Gang Intelligence
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1      presentation.  However, I'd like to raise this point.

2      I'd like to know, having been a victim of the Red

3      Squad file some years ago that was maintained for over

4      50 years in the city of Detroit on the intelligence of

5      individuals who were in gangs and active political

6      activity.  I think Commissioner Mallett and many

7      others will remember that.

8                 I want to know how long this information

9      that is amass on people is retained, and what is it

10      being used for, and can they get it if they need it,

11      and are they identified infinitum and forever as a

12      gang member?  And I'd like to know that, because the

13      whole question of discovery and the Fourth Amendment

14      is important.

15                 Secondly, I'd like to know how the

16      individuals in the Gang Intelligence Unit are chosen

17      and what is their esprit de corps and how does that

18      change?  Because, as you suggested, Commissioner Bell,

19      the Gang Squad became a gang of its own because of the

20      culture that it established.  So I want to know how

21      the culture is from time to time managed so in effect

22      it does not become that which it seeks to eliminate or

23      change?

24                 And then finally, I think that the

25      framework of how this situation is evolving -- and I
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1      was at a meeting over at -- over on the east side, so

2      I know a little bit about this.  I know a whole lot of

3      folks, a lot of the folks in rap gang and others.

4      We've actually minimized disputes quietly, not

5      publicly.  And I think in this context -- and I know,

6      Chief, you say we have a gang problem.  I just have a

7      problem with using a term that is perforative and that

8      designates.

9                 And we have a problem with criminal

10      activity in terms of units of people.  When you say

11      gang, you automatically identify.  I want to know --

12      and I deal in the area of my background in media of

13      words, define that to me, explain it to me, quantify

14      it, qualify it, explain what it is, and then we deal

15      with it in that sense.  But to throw it out there in a

16      pejorative fashion you criminalize our youth without

17      giving the option.  Deal with the problem, but don't

18      create the problem.

19                 That's what I have to say.

20                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, Mr. Scott.

21                 Chief, do you have anything you want to add

22      to ...

23                 CHIEF CRAIG:  No response to that.  Thank

24      you.

25                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.
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1                 MS. BIRCH:  Good afternoon --

2                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Good afternoon.

3                 MS. BIRCH:  -- Commissioners and to

4      everybody here.  The name is Shirley Birch from

5      District 3.  This is --

6                 Danielle.

7                 MS. GREEN:  Danielle Green.

8                 MS. BIRCH:  District 3.

9                 MS. GREEN:  District 3.

10                 MS. C. GREEN:  Carolyn Green, District 3.

11                 MS. BIRCH:  We came up to commend this

12      young lady first, but far more important is when you

13      mention, Chief Craig, about gangs, we know about gangs

14      because they're prevalent at gas stations.

15                 We had a plan, our organization, Community

16      United For Progress, with the Dequindre Block Club

17      that we put together a plan to go to gas station

18      owners to make them more accountable for how their

19      exterior of the building looked.  Most of the gas

20      stations in Detroit are ugly, over-trashed.  There's

21      no beauty.  The windows are full -- like you can look

22      out your windows, you can't in a gas station.  So

23      Chief Craig has helped us through the officers of our

24      NPOs to make these gas station owners accountable.  So

25      when we went to the owner and saw all the graffiti all
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1      over the building we began -- we asked the owner if

2      you buy the paint we will paint the graffiti off.  We

3      did that.

4                 Five times, Commissioners, I want you to

5      know, five times gangs came, because it was their gang

6      writings, whatever, I don't know the interpretation,

7      but we were determined to keep painting over the

8      graffiti.  It took five paint times and they stopped.

9                 Now, I want Chief Craig to answer me.  Was

10      that a gang?  They kept on painting over it, Chief

11      Craig, but we kept repainting.  So was that a gang

12      doing that?

13                 CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair?

14                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes.

15                 CHIEF CRAIG:  Based on what you're

16      describing, it's a possibility.  I know that gang

17      members do communicate via graffiti.  That's the way

18      they communicate to an opposing gang that there's

19      going to be violence, particularly if there's a --

20      let's say the Rollin 60s, which is a gang here in

21      Detroit that originated in Los Angeles.  They cross

22      out "Rollin 60s," the rival gang.  It's a message that

23      says that they're going to take that gang out.

24                 MS. BIRCH:  Okay.

25                 CHIEF CRAIG:  So I don't know if you saw a
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1      cross-out.  You know, I can't tell you how adept my

2      staff is at reading gang graffiti, but it could be

3      that or it could just be graffiti.  I'm not certain.

4                 MS. BIRCH:  But my point is we weren't

5      afraid as a community.  We're not going to allow gangs

6      or anybody else to come take over.  I want to commend

7      the Chief, because he can't help that he doesn't have

8      enough law enforcement.  That falls under the heading

9      of your Mayor and your Governor.

10                 So we have written a letter to the

11      President of the United States that although our

12      immediate supervisors, our government fall under the

13      inheritance of the city being in financial problems,

14      that should not fall on us.  Chief Craig needs more

15      police.  We need police to be in our neighborhoods.

16      So whatever you can do as commissioners, I want you to

17      do that.  We need foot patrol, not just downtown.

18                 This young girl here, Danielle Green, is a

19      potential Olympic star.  We don't want anything to

20      happen to her.  She's in the Detroit News.  So I know

21      you all read the news, but did you read the good part

22      about Danielle at Belle Isle?

23                 So we need to commend our kids.  We need to

24      make Detroit safer, but this gentleman cannot with the

25      officers he has.  So I implore you, whatever you can
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1      do, definitely we can do.  We've written to the

2      President.  He can bring money here.  Our Congressmen

3      can bring money here.

4                 So we need to -- and I'm really

5      disappointed when you said as a commission you didn't

6      have a seat reserved at the State of the Address.

7      That's a lack of communication.  That's what's wrong

8      with the City, too.  I would figure the Mayor and

9      Chief Craig talk all the time.  I mean, you've got to

10      work together.  How in the world the Mayor and Chief

11      of Police not go work together knowing everything.

12                 I'm go stop preaching.

13                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.

14                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  Madam Chair.  I just want

15      to commend you, because the only way that -- it's fine

16      to write letters, but you taking the initiative block

17      by block, neighborhood by neighborhood, approaching a

18      business and other neighbors that's doing bad things

19      to address the situation.  That's how we're going to

20      really coin community involvement.  It's that type of

21      approach, because we can't wait on downtown or

22      Washington, D.C.  We have to address our own

23      neighborhoods.  And you have taken your gang and

24      addressed a significant gang problem, you know,

25      graffiti, whatever in your neighborhood.  So just do
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1      diligent and try to encourage your other neighbors.

2      That is crucial.  And that's what we're doing in my

3      neighborhood and I'm pretty sure in other

4      neighborhoods how we should be approaching it, because

5      we can't just point fingers.  We have to do our part.

6                 I just want to commend you and our swimmer,

7      because we would hopefully -- I know we supported you

8      somewhat in terms of getting you where you need to be,

9      and I just want to wish you and other young people the

10      best.

11                 MS. C. GREEN:  And we did make them take

12      all that down so they can see the people when they

13      come get their gas.

14                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

15                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Ma'am, I just want to

16      say thank you for coming down and giving me an idea to

17      take back to my neighborhood --

18                 MS. BIRCH:  Yes, ma'am.

19                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  -- where I'm going to

20      go in and -- because we've had a graffiti problem.

21                 MS. BIRCH:  Yes.

22                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  And offer to the gas

23      stations, just like you did --

24                 MS. BIRCH:  Yes.

25                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  -- buy the paint and
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1      we'll paint it.  So I really like that.  So thank you.

2                 MS. BIRCH:  You're welcome.  And let me

3      just say the NPO sergeant -- I mean, Chief Craig, the

4      NPOs are excellent.  We have three Board of

5      Commissioners that are excellent under Captain Timothy

6      Leach.  They are only human.  There's no way they can

7      take care of all the territory, they're supposed to

8      make us safe.  That's my reasoning of not -- lacking

9      the police.  The NPOs are tired, underpaid,

10      unappreciated.  And what else -- our Detroit Police

11      Department has lost respect of the citizens.  They got

12      to get back loving them like we love them.  It used to

13      be you know you respecting an officer, but now

14      criminals look at Detroit Police and say they're not

15      coming.  Although he's doing a excellent job, they

16      are, they still don't respect them.  It takes respect

17      for you to do the law.

18                 And there are other things I can say, but

19      it's too long.  Thank you.

20                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, ma'am.

21                 MS. GREEN:  Good afternoon, everyone.

22                 COMMISSIONERS:  Good afternoon.

23                 MS. GREEN:  I'm here representing the

24      Detroit Recreational Swim Team once again and -- oh.

25      And in swimming in that event, to me it wasn't just
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1      swimming in the Detroit River just to like raise money

2      and stuff like that.  It was for the whole Wounded

3      Warriors and supporting people and stuff like that.

4                 And that's all I wanted to say.  Thank you

5      again.

6                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Congratulations,

7      Danielle.

8                 COMMISSIONERS:  Thank you.

9                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Congratulations.

10                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Congratulations.

11                 CHIEF CRAIG:  Congratulations.

12                 CHIEF CRAWFORD:  Congratulations.

13                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Captain Hope?  Yes,

14      ma'am.

15                 CAPTAIN HOPE:  Hello to all.  For the

16      record, Kyra Joy Hope, captain of the Seventh

17      Precinct.  And hopefully I'm bringing good tidings

18      with everyone here today.

19                 I would like to personally invite the Board

20      of Police Commissioners to come out on September the

21      25th, which is next Friday.  It is our first annual

22      community walk --

23                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  September?

24                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  You said September.

25      Did you mean August?
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1                 CAPTAIN HOPE:  I'm so sorry.  I mean

2      August.  That would be terribly mistaken.  That's

3      going to be August, next Friday, the 28th.  Starting

4      at six o'clock, we're going to have our first

5      community walk.  This is going to be a mystery walk,

6      along with our bike ride.  And we are encouraging our

7      citizens to really participate in these types of

8      events, because what we do is we stress about

9      community partnerships and working with the police.

10                 And so often when we report a crime we

11      really don't know how to do it.  And working in

12      partnership with Detective Brian Fountain and the

13      hundreds of members that do come out monthly, it's

14      very rewarding and they're getting it.  They're coming

15      out by the hundreds at the meetings.

16                 And by this being our first annual walk,

17      it's actually a mystery walk and training, what is out

18      of place, what are you really looking at when you're

19      walking.  So this is going to be a training component

20      that we're going to have at Sacred Heart, and that's

21      located at 1 -- I'm sorry, 3451 Rivard, which is Mack

22      and 75 right behind the McDonald's.

23                 And, once again, that particular component

24      is from 6:00 to 7:00, and we go right into our

25      training component for the rest of the evening.  We do
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1      feed you a little something, but we do not put that on

2      the flyers.  But everyone is encouraged to attend.  If

3      you ride a bike, please come out with your head gear

4      on.  If you're unable to ride a bike, please come out

5      for the mystery walk.  Thank you.

6                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, Captain

7      Hope.  I'll be there in my walking shoes.

8                 MS. DENNIS:  Good afternoon, Commissioners.

9      I'm Shelby Dennis with Combined Insurance, and I just

10      wanted to come in and introduce myself and thank you

11      guys for welcoming our company into Detroit.  We've

12      been here for years, but we now have a specific unit

13      and task force that handle our police and law

14      enforcement here in the city.  And we appreciate the

15      Chief for inviting us in.

16                 And I also want to make sure that you guys

17      knew that we wanted to be of support to the local

18      economy.  So I've offered up some jobs and opened up

19      some job opportunities here.  So I have been talking

20      with the lieutenant as well as some of the sergeants,

21      because I wanted to make sure that our company not

22      only provides benefits if the officers get sick, if

23      they get injured or if people get cancer, any of that

24      kind of stuff, but we wanted to also make sure we

25      brought some jobs with us, and so my boss has
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1      committed to that.

2                 And just so that you guys will know, we've

3      been ranked the number one military-friendly company

4      in the nation by GI Jobs.  So we believe in supporting

5      our veterans, but we also believe in supporting our

6      law enforcement.  So I know we have some retired law

7      enforcement that I'm actually opening up doors for

8      employment.  And we are a full employment company,

9      which is nice, because they'll have full benefits,

10      everything.

11                 And we do a lot within the community, but

12      specifically for me I'm targeting law enforcement,

13      because we appreciate the job, the thankless job that

14      you guys do.  Know that somebody does appreciate

15      everything that our law enforcement does for us within

16      our community.

17                 And last, but not least, the young lady

18      that stood up and she spoke so eloquently that's a

19      swimmer, I also want to let you guys know I do

20      scholarship programs, too.  So, if you guys have

21      programs, I don't know if she's in need of anything,

22      but I want to make sure that I give the ladies that

23      brought her my business card so that if we can support

24      her in what she's doing, we want to make sure that

25      Combined Insurance is at the table and you guys know
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1      we're here.

2                 Thank you, guys.  Have a great afternoon.

3                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.

4                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you.

5                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Thank you.

6                 MS. LACY:  Good afternoon.  My name is Mary

7      Lacy.  I'm a retiree, and I work on the Ninth Precinct

8      board and also I'm a elected precinct delegator.

9                 My concern today is by gentrification.

10      Now, Webster and Google calls it urban renewal.

11      However, currently Detroit is going through a

12      gentrification with other urban areas.  In the senior

13      buildings, 55, 62 and over, there's no background

14      check, quite a few home invasions, stalking,

15      harassment and other illegal activity.

16                 Also, many of the senior buildings have

17      security guards 24/7, have video cameras 24/7, yet no

18      one's seen nothing, hear nothing and know nothing.

19      And this to me is known as gentrification called

20      removal by any means necessary from downtown, midtown,

21      Corktown.  Thank you.

22                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, ma'am.

23                 MR. BROOKS:  Good afternoon.

24                 COMMISSIONERS:  Good afternoon.

25                 MR. BROOKS:  My name is Michael Brooks.
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1      I'd like to direct this to you, Chief.  This is

2      actually my second time here.  The first time you was

3      in Lansing, but I was told after I finished that I

4      would be contacted.

5                 I'm here speaking for the people of

6      Detroit.  I was involved in a trial.  Three of your

7      officers lied under oath.  Can you imagine the impact

8      that that had on the jury?

9                 Now, what would make three of your officers

10      -- as a matter of fact, one of them was a detective --

11      to lie under oath in court?

12                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Sir, let me just --

13      you direct your comments to the Chair.

14                 MR. BROOKS:  I'm sorry.  Kym Worthy.

15      Nothing but Kym Worthy would make officers lie under

16      oath like that.  This is the reason why people do not

17      want to testify or be a witness.  They don't trust the

18      police force.  They don't trust the DA office.

19                 We have a issue here, Chief.  And it's

20      something that needs to be resolved, because if you

21      expecting for the people to cooperate and be part of

22      the community and want to give back, they have to be

23      able to trust who's leading.  Something needs to be

24      done, and I hope that we can address this issue real

25      soon.  Thank you.
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1                 CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair?

2                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes, Chief.  Go ahead,

3      Chief.

4                 CHIEF CRAIG:  It's interesting you bring

5      that up.  We had a conversation before the meeting,

6      and it certainly was -- the conversation was very

7      different.

8                 MR. BROOKS:  Thank you.

9                 CHIEF CRAIG:  That's fine.  So what I would

10      like to do -- certainly making allegations of

11      misconduct, one avenue I have our commander from

12      Professional Standards Section will we more than

13      willing to get your information.  We can open an

14      investigation.  But certainly you have the avenue of

15      the commission investigation division that can do it

16      as well.  So whatever your choice is, but we're

17      available to take that information.

18                 MR. BROOKS:  Thank you.

19                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Commissioner Crawford?

20                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Pardon me.  Through

21      the Chair.

22                 Sir, I just take offense to something you

23      said and real exception to that you said something and

24      you invoked the name of Kym Worthy, the Wayne County

25      Prosecutor.  And, on a personal note, I know her.
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1      I've known her for years.  And I just take exception

2      to that statement to what you said in terms of the

3      Prosecutor being involved in something in what you had

4      alleged before us.  That's all.

5                 MR. BROOKS:  I know her as well, too.

6                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay, sir.

7                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Sir, you're going to

8      see her.

9                 MR. BROOKS:  Thank you.

10                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.

11                 MS. FARMER:  Good afternoon, Board, Chief

12      Craig.

13                 COMMISSIONERS:  Good afternoon.

14                 CHIEF CRAIG:  How you doin'?

15                 MS. FARMER:  My is Alexis Farmer.  Tomorrow

16      is my last day of my internship, but I wanted to thank

17      you all for your support in listening to me.  It's not

18      often that young people and interns are often taken

19      seriously in their efforts to work.  So I appreciate

20      the professionalism that this board has had.

21                 Unfortunately, I haven't had the chance to

22      meet with the Chief, but since you're here I'll

23      introduce the initiative as-is.

24                 So I'm hoping that Detroit can join the

25      police data initiative, which is borne out of the
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1      White House.  Currently 24 cities are a part of it,

2      part of two different tracks, one being internal

3      accountability and the other being open data.  And I'm

4      hoping Detroit can join the open data portion.  And

5      that would require that the department release three

6      data sets that aren't currently open to the public

7      now.  So that could be assaults on officers, resisting

8      arrest, use of force, officer-involved shootings,

9      pursuits, a number of different data sets.  And so

10      that way we could compile with national effort to be

11      transparent in the department.

12                 So I do hope to meet with you soon to

13      hopefully get your feedback on that initiative, and

14      hopefully we can join, because I know there's people

15      at the White House would be very excited to see

16      Detroit become a part of this.

17                 And so I just also wanted to thank Chief

18      Investigator Drake for being willing to work with me,

19      to have at least complaints hopefully up soon, which

20      is going to be really exciting to see.

21                 Yes.  I just wanted to thank you all for

22      that.  Thank you all for your time.

23                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Madam Chair?

24                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes.

25                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Listen, however this
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1      turns out, I just want to say on behalf of the Board

2      you've been remarkable.  We appreciate your poise.  We

3      appreciate the intelligence you brought to this

4      process.  I don't know where you're going to go from

5      here or where you're going back to, but I hope to

6      remember your name because you're going to be

7      something.  We're all very, very proud of you.  You've

8      done a fabulous job.  You've presented very well.  And

9      I'm just really, really -- I want to say to you thank

10      you very much for having the courage and the

11      persistence.  And really you presented yourself in a

12      very, very wonderful manner.  Your parents should be

13      very proud of you.

14                 MS. FARMER:  Thank you.  I really

15      appreciate that.

16                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  Madam Chair, I just want

17      to second Commissioner Mallett's comments, too, on

18      behalf of the Board and myself.  Personally, I would

19      hope that in some form or another that you will stay

20      in contact with us, you know, and -- if not with Chief

21      Craig.  And I would hope that the Chief will have an

22      opportunity to talk with you.  I think he would find

23      it very interesting that a young person who's just

24      trailblazing in terms of researching information.

25      I've been reading your material.  You've sort of
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1      opened my eyes to several different issues.  So I

2      think that initiative at the White House is crucial at

3      this particular time.

4                 And, once again, thank you for your

5      service.  I'm looking forward to more interaction with

6      you in some form.

7                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  And through the

8      Chair also, too, Miss Farmer I would like to thank

9      you, and definitely stay in touch with the Commission.

10      And I do know that you're going to go somewhere and be

11      somebody.  Thank you.

12                 MS. FARMER:  You're welcome.

13                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Any other comments?

14                 Thank you, Miss Farmer.

15                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you.

16                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the Chair, I

17      just want to acknowledge a couple people in the

18      audience that came out from District 5, Ms. Lacy and

19      Mary Waters, the President of Sisters Network Breast

20      Cancer Survivors.

21                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.

22                 Any other comments?  Are there any other

23      comments?  Any other comments?

24                 Move for adjournment.

25                 VICE CHAIR BELL:  So moved.
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1                 COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Support.

2                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  The move has been

3      supported.  The meeting is adjourned.

4                 Those in favor.

5                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

6                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  All opposed?

7                 Meeting adjourned.  Thank you.  Thank you

8      all for coming out.

9                 (The meeting was concluded at 4:53 p.m.)

10                         _   _   _
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