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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 Thursday, August 13, 2015

3 About 6:30 p.m.

4                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Good evening.  Welcome

5      to the Board of Police Commissioners Community meeting.

6      My name is Lisa Carter.  I'm the Chair for the Board of

7      Police Commissioners.  At this time, I'm going to ask

8      that Associate Minister and Officer of the Detroit

9      Police Department Denmark come forward and give a

10      welcome from Mt. Pleasant Missionary Baptist Church,

11      and the invocation.  Thank you.

12                REV. DENMARK:  Good evening, everyone.  In

13      the absence of our Pastor James Minnick, I'm Reverend

14      Thomas Denmark, and associate minister here at the

15      church.  When we come to Mt. Pleasant, we come

16      expecting a blessing.  This is not Sunday service, but

17      we still expect a blessing.  Amen.

18                (Invocation given)

19                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Amen.  Thank you

20      Associate Minister Denmark.  I had no idea that you

21      were associate minister.  Officer Demark is the NPO for

22      the 4th precinct and that's where I know him from.

23      Thank you.

24                At this time I'm going to ask that each

25      commissioner introduce themselves as part of the --
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1      what we do in the community forums so that you will

2      have an opportunity to hear them yourselves.  So we're

3      going to start with Commissioner Shelby.

4                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Good afternoon.  Good

5      evening.  I'm commissioner Richard Shelby.  I represent

6      District 1.  Former police commander, 31 years Detroit

7      Police Department.  Recently elected to continue my

8      service with the City of Detroit.

9                COMMISSIONER VANN:  I'm Commissioner Edgar

10      Vann of District 2, Northwest Detroit.  Very happy to

11      be here and I'm grateful for Pastor Minnick opening his

12      doors to share with the community on tonight.

13                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Good evening.  I'm

14      Reginald Crawford, commissioner of District 3, the east

15      side.

16                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Good evening.  Donnell

17      White.  I'm glad to be here.  I in an additional

18      capacity serve as Executive Director of your Detroit

19      NAACP.  I was appointed by Mayor Dave Bing in 2010.

20                VICE CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Good evening.  I'm

21      Willie Bell, your commissioner for District 4.  And you

22      are in District 4, the home of the 5th precinct and 9th

23      precinct and I'm an east-sider.  I'm proud of it.  I've

24      been on the east side all my life, not quite, but quite

25      some time, and I really want to thank you for your
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1      attendance this evening.

2                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Good evening.

3      Commissioner Ricardo Moore.  I represent District 7,

4      which is Northwest Detroit, the 2nd, 6th and 10th

5      precincts.

6                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Good evening.  I'm

7      Elizabeth Brooks and I'm newly appointed commissioner

8      appointed by the Mayor of the City.  I'm a community

9      leader and it is an honor to be here.  Thank you all so

10      much.

11                COMMISSIONER MALLETT: I'm Conrad Mallett.  I

12      was appointed by Mayor Duggan.  I'm a west-sider and

13      proud of it.

14                VICE CHAIRPERSON BELL:  We love you anyway.

15                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you,

16      commissioners.  For the record, Commissioner Eva

17      Dewaelsche has asked to be excused, and with that,

18      we'll introduce the rest of the staff.  Lawrence Akbar

19      standing in for the Chief Investigator Drake.  And then

20      we have Robert Brown and the court reporter is Ms.

21      Mindy Womack.  And our recorder for today is Sergeant

22      Alan Quinn.  At this time, we have a quorum.  We do

23      have a quorum.  We're going to move on to the approval

24      of the agenda.

25                VICE CHAIRPERSON BELL:  So moved, Madam
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1      Chair.

2                COMMISSIONER:  Support.

3                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  It has been moved and

4      supported the agenda for August 13th be approved.

5      Those in favor?

6                COMMISSIONER:  Aye.

7                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Those opposed?  Motion

8      carries.  At this time I'll entertain a motion to

9      approve the minutes from August 6th.

10                COMMISSIONER:  So moved.

11                COMMISSIONER:  Supported.

12                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  It's been moved and

13      supported that the minutes be accepted.  Those in

14      favor?

15                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

16                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Those opposed?  Motion

17      carries.

18                At this time, I would like to introduce

19      Deputy Chief David LeValley deputy chief, if you would

20      introduce yourself and the rest of the staff here,

21      please.

22                D.C. LeVALLEY:  Good evening.  Deputy Chief

23      David LeValley, Criminal Intelligence Bureau, Detroit

24      Police Department.  I'm sitting in for Chief Craig

25      tonight who sends his regards.  He's attending a fund
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1      raising event on the southwest side of the city for a

2      scholarship program and couldn't be here tonight.

3      Joining me tonight is, as I'm sure everybody well

4      knows, Assistant Chief Stephen Dolunt.  Deputy Chief

5      Renee Hall.  Deputy Chief Charles Fitzgerald.

6      Commander Elvin Barren.  Mr. Jack Fennessey technology,

7      who's trying to hide there.  Hi, Jack.  Captain Michael

8      Chambers.  Captain Whitney Walton.  Lieutenant John

9      Speck.  Captain Kyra Hope.  Captain Connie Slaki from

10      homicide.  Commander Marlon Wilson major crimes.

11      Captain Jackie Pritchett,  8th precinct.  Captain Ken

12      Balinski, 12th precinct.  Captain Aric Tosqui, 3rd

13      precinct.  Commander Charles Mahone standing in the

14      back.  Captain Steve Walton the 6th precinct, just

15      joined us.  And the phenomenal Captain Mark Bliss of

16      the 5th precinct.  Oh, and Director James Flemming,

17      communications.  I think that covers the back.

18                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  That's everybody?

19                D.C. LEVALLEY:  I think so.

20                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.  Ms. Linda

21      Bernard, if you could come take a seat up here.  Thank

22      you for coming.  For the record, Linda Bernard attorney

23      to the Board.

24                MS. BERNARD:  Thank you, Madam Chairperson.

25      Been in funerals all day.
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1                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  At this time I do not

2      have a Chairperson report.  And we'll move on to the

3      5th precinct presentation from the department.

4                CAPTAIN BLISS:  Good evening Commissioners,

5      Deputy Chief LeValley.

6                A.C. DOLUNT:  Short and sweet.

7                CAPTAIN BLISS: Last year was longer so I made

8      it shorter this time for everyone.

9                For those who don't know me, I'm Captain Mark

10      Bliss and from the 5th precinct.  The 5th precinct

11      located currently at 11187 Gratiot is one of the City

12      of Detroit Police Department's largest police

13      precincts.  The 5th precinct encompasses 12.8 square

14      miles.  The borders of the precinct are to the north

15      interstate I94, the Detroit River to the south,

16      Cadillac Boulevard to the west, and the communities of

17      Grosse Pointe Farms, Grosse Pointe Park and Harper

18      Woods to the east.  The precinct is home to

19      approximately 75,000 residents.

20                City of Detroit properties and private

21      property within the 5th precinct consist of Waterworks

22      Park and and the Daimler Chrysler Jefferson North

23      Complex that extends from St. Jean and East Warren to

24      Connor and East Jefferson.

25                The 5th precinct boasts the following.  The
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1      5th precinct has answered approximately 17,000 calls

2      for service in the past year.  That equates to over 300

3      calls per week or almost 50 calls per day.  The 5th

4      precinct averages over 50 felony arrests and over 52

5      misdemeanor arrests per month.  That's an average of

6      1200 arrests made within the last year alone.  The 5th

7      precinct also averages about 750 traffic and

8      misdemeanor citations issued each month, which is over

9      9000 citations issued every year.

10                The 5th precinct has four neighborhood police

11      officers who are assigned to address quality of life

12      concerns issues on average over 80 blight citations per

13      month, which equates to nearly 1000 written each year.

14      The 5th precinct is also home to several family

15      friendly parks and recreation area, the largest being

16      Chandler Park, which is home to the largest aquatic

17      center in Wayne County, which is, it's the Waterworks

18      Park.  And those of you that attended the National

19      Night Out, it was a beautiful occasion at our

20      Waterworks Park.  As well as an 18-hole golf course.

21      That is also part of Chandler Park, which is scheduled

22      to receive a 20 million dollar makeover.  Those of you

23      that did see that in the paper how it's going to be a

24      huge park once it's done.

25                Balduck Park on the precinct's eastern border
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1      features a large sledding hill as well as a newly

2      renovated UAW Ford ball field which received bleachers,

3      fences, lighting, restrooms, thanks to 2 million dollar

4      gift from UAW and formed.

5                The precinct also houses St. John Hospital

6      Medical Center on Moross Road.  St. John Hospital,

7      Level 2 trauma center is one of largest hospital

8      campuses in the City of Detroit.

9                The 5th precinct is home to the Fiat Chrysler

10      Jefferson North Assembly Plant, which is approximately

11      three million square foot plant resting on 283 acres

12      near the precinct's southern border.  The plant is

13      responsible for building the Jeep Grand Cherokee and

14      the Dodge Durango.

15                Finally the 5th precinct is excited to soon

16      be moving into our new home at 3500 Connor.  I've been

17      saying this for approximately a year, so don't

18      everybody get excited.  The ground breaking took place

19      in May 2014 and is scheduled to be completed soon.  So

20      just for the Board, I've gone to each of my community

21      meetings for the past year telling them it's next

22      month, next month.  So it's like a running joke now

23      with the community.  Is it this month?  So but that's

24      all for my presentation.  Thank you.

25                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.
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1                CAPTAIN BLISS:  Any questions?

2                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Before we take any

3      questions, I want to acknowledge the presence of

4      commissioner Willie Burton, who just arrived.  So any

5      questions, Commissioners, at this time?

6                VICE CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Madam Chair, I just

7      want to say on behalf of District 4 that Captain Bliss

8      do an outstanding job and NPO's in the office of the

9      5th precinct.  And I think I speak on behalf of

10      individuals from Jefferson and Chalmers, all the way up

11      to Cornerstone in East English Village and Morningside

12      and other community groups in terms of being able to

13      respond.  We had our meeting last night in East English

14      Village.  Officer King was there in your place and

15      reporting out, and people were really pleased with the

16      interaction on the 5th precinct under your leadership.

17      So I just want to commend you and thank you and keep up

18      the good work.  Contrary to what the A.C. might say, if

19      you need two more minutes, you can get two more

20      minutes.

21                A.C. DOLUNT:  You didn't give your stats yet.

22      Did you give your stats?  Crime's down.  Did you tell

23      them that?  I lost after the Aquatic Park and stuff.

24      Tell them about your stats.

25                CAPTAIN BLISS:  Crime is down double digits.
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1                VICE CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Crime is down.  The

2      water park was really a highlight.  I mentioned that

3      last week at our meeting that over 400 some folks was

4      there early on and stayed the course.  And the A.C. was

5      there and others, so I just want to commend you in

6      terms of that type of activities on behalf of

7      communities just in District 4.

8                CAPTAIN BILLS:  Just for the Board to know,

9      that the total attendance at that water park was 731

10      people attending.

11                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair.

12      Could you introduce your staff?  Your NPO's.

13                CAPTAIN BLISS: Yes.  NPO Deborah Gaines, and

14      NPO Shawnee Robins.

15                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Any other questions

16      commissioners?

17                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the Chair.  I

18      want to say to Captain Bliss, you know, you did a great

19      job you and your team over during National Night Out as

20      well as the rest of the department.  So thumbs up to

21      you guys.

22                CAPTAIN BLISS:  Thank you.

23                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  A question about

24      Chandler Park.  So Detroit patrols Chandler Park?

25                CAPTAIN BLISS:  Yes.
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1                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Is that a county park?

2                CAPTAIN BLISS: The water park that's inside

3      is the county park, but the outlying park is City of

4      Detroit.

5                CHAIRPERSON CARTER: Thank you.  Any other

6      questions?  Thank you, Captain.

7                CAPTAIN BLISS:  Thank you.

8                CHAIRPERSON CARTER: At this time, if there

9      are any outstanding committee reports.  I have not made

10      appointments to the committees yet, and now that we

11      have Commissioner Brooks on board, we're going to be

12      looking at the committees and making assignments over

13      the next couple weeks.  So I just wanted to let

14      everyone know that.

15                Under new business we have a resolution for

16      Mr. Anthony Zander.  Is Mr. Anthony Zander here today?

17                UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  He's actually about

18      five or ten minutes out.  He called.

19                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.  Assistant

20      Chief -- I'm sorry.  Deputy Chief.

21                D.C. DOLUNT:  I get demoted again?

22                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Did you have a report?

23                D.C. LeVALLEY:  Yes, ma'am, I did.  Two

24      things.  One, I'll give some year-to-date crime stats

25      for some Part 1 crime categories or violent crime
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1      categories.  This is as of 11:59 p.m. last night.

2      Criminal homicides we're at 168.  2014 we were at 169,

3      so we're down one.  Aggravated assaults were at 5,766.

4      Last year we were at 5,640.  We have an increase of

5      126, or 2%.  Nonfatal shootings, we're at 662.  Last

6      year we were at 638 for an increase 24, or 4%.

7      Robberies, we're at 1,831.  Last year this date we were

8      at 2,194 for a drop of 363, or 17%.  And carjackings,

9      we are at 294.  Last year this date we were at 322,

10      decrease of 28, or 9%.

11                The second thing I wanted to mention is that

12      last night Chief Craig and Commander Bettison had a lot

13      to do with the first LGBT summit that we held in Palmer

14      Park.  We had an attendance of approximately 125.

15      There was seating for 100, so it was filled beyond

16      capacity.  Turned out to be a very beneficial event,

17      and the Chief is now going to start along, as well as

18      Captain Balinski from 12th precinct a monthly advisory

19      committee from the LGBT community to give feedback,

20      suggestions, recommendations to help, help the Chief

21      make decisions as well as Captain Balinski.  So that's

22      it.  Thank you.

23                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Any questions for Deputy

24      Chief LeValley.  No questions?  Thank you, Deputy

25      Chief.
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1                D.C. LeVALLEY:  Yes.

2                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  At this time, Mr.

3      Zander, Anthony Zander.

4                MR. ZANDER:  Yes.

5                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  You can come up and Mr.

6      Commissioner Bell is going to present the award -- I'm

7      sorry.  Resolution.

8                VICE CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Good evening again.

9      I just want to say I know this young man Anthony.  This

10      resolution's honoring Anthony.  Mr. Anthony Zander is a

11      dedicated and committed supporter of the City of

12      Detroit and Detroit Police Department 5th precinct.

13      Mr. Zander is an active member of the 5th Precinct

14      Community Relations Council.  And Mr. Zander's future

15      projects include increased active membership of the 5th

16      Precinct Community Relation Council includes residents

17      and business owners.  He wants to introduce the concept

18      of community policing to city residents and build

19      relationships to help prevent the kind of issues that

20      plague other cities.  His main goal is to improve the

21      quality of life within the 5th precinct.

22                He is a graduate of Detroit Martin Luther

23      King High School on the lower east side.  I added that.

24      And continues studies at Michigan State University

25      where he received a Bachelors degree in public affairs
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1      and political science.  He is a committed volunteer for

2      community and citywide projects including Angel's

3      Night, Motor City Makeover, the Freedom Festival, Arise

4      Neighborhood, and many other beautification projects

5      forums and community advisor meeting.

6                Now, therefore, be it, that the Detroit Board

7      of Police Commissioners speaking on behalf of the 5th

8      precinct and citizens of the City of Detroit

9      acknowledged the dedication and community spirit of Mr.

10      Anthony Zander.  He's a committed and hard working

11      citizens who deeply cares for his community.  He is

12      inspiration to all and a model of citizenship to be a

13      young man.  We thank you, congratulate you, Anthony, on

14      behalf of the Board of Police Commissioners and 5th

15      precinct and DPD.

16                D.C. LeVALLEY:  I have here the Spirit of

17      Detroit award to present to Mr. Anthony Zander from the

18      Detroit City Council, and this is signed by all members

19      of the Detroit City Council.

20                MR. ZANDER:  Thank you very much.  Really

21      appreciate that.

22                D.C. LeVALLEY:  Additionally we have from the

23      Detroit Police Department a Certificate of recognition

24      to Mr. Anthony Zander.  Resident of the City of Detroit

25      in appreciation for outstanding service and



8/13/20158/13/2015

Page 17

1      cooperation.  For your involvement in the community and

2      services to the City of Detroit you demonstrate

3      experience and commitment that is worthy of recognition

4      signed by Chief Craig.

5                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Mr. Zander.

6                MR. ZANDER:  My name is Anthony Zander and,

7      you know, I just want to say thank you to everybody out

8      there, I want to say thank you to everybody out there,

9      5th precinct, everybody in the neighborhood.  I really

10      appreciate it and a lot of it is due to this young lady

11      right here.  This is my mother, Carol Adams, and I want

12      to say thank you, mom.  I appreciate it.  She's been

13      very great, very supportive of everything I've done and

14      it's because of everything she's done, everything she

15      sacrificed so that I could be where I am right now.

16      Thank you.

17                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Commissioners, at this

18      time, I would entertain a motion.

19                VICE CHAIRPERSON BELL:  So moved.

20                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Support.

21                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  It's been moved and

22      supported.  The resolution for Anthony Zander.  I'm

23      sorry.  Is there any discussion?

24                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Madam Chair, I just rise

25      to personally congratulate Mr. Zander.  I had an
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1      opportunity to matriculate with this brother at

2      Michigan State University.  We didn't call him Anthony

3      Zander back then, but mom, you should know he was

4      exemplary then and he's certainly exemplary now, so we

5      expect more great things from him.  Just glad to know

6      him personally.  Congratulations.

7                MR. ZANDER:  Thank you.  Appreciate it.

8                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.  Any other

9      discussion?  Those in favor?

10                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

11                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Those opposed?  Motion

12      carries.  The resolution will be placed into the Board

13      of Police Commissioner archives.

14                The second item on the agenda.

15                VICE CHAIRPERSON BELL:  We would postpone

16      that to a later date and time.

17                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Mr. Thomas is not here

18      at this time, so we're going to adjourn that until a

19      date when he is available.  A certificate of

20      appreciation.  Under old business.  Is there any old

21      business?  Announcements?  The next Board of Police

22      Commissioners meeting is Thursday, August 20th at 3

23      p.m. at the Detroit Public Safety Headquarters located

24      at 1301 Third Street in the Michigan Room.  The next

25      Board of Police Commissioners Community Meeting will be
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1      at the 3rd precinct at the Boy Scouts of America

2      located at 1776 West Warren at Rosa Parks Boulevard,

3      and that meeting will be at 6:30 p.m. on September the

4      10th.

5                At this time, we will take oral

6      communications from the audience.  Please limit your --

7      give your name and limit your comments to two minutes.

8                A.C. DOLUNT:  Assistant Chief Dolunt.  We're

9      having a job fair August 22nd for both uniform and

10      civilians.  It will be at headquarters this Saturday

11      from 12 to 3.  Police officers, dispatchers, I believe,

12      crime analysis.  There's different qualifications.

13      Police traffic, I'm not sure exactly called traffic,

14      civilian traffic person.  We'll be doing that.  So we

15      have a lot of jobs.  If you know anyone that's looking

16      for work.  Most of them are part time.  Some are full

17      time August 22nd, headquarters 12 to 3.  Good.  Thank

18      you.

19                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.

20                MS. BROWN:  Hi, everybody.  My name is

21      Beverly Brown.  I'm going to represent two or three

22      different things at this time.  I'm with MEC radio

23      patrol and I'm now recruiting anybody would like to

24      join our patrol.  I do have applications, and since we

25      have the police here, all we have to do is hand it to
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1      them and let them take it down, so we could do it real

2      fast.  Anyway, and I have some information about safe

3      route patrols too if you want to do that.  But I want

4      to congratulate our President of the Community

5      relations, Anthony Zander, for what you guys did with

6      him and I come with a kind of sad thing.  We lost Art

7      Green and I have the arrangements for him.  The viewing

8      is Sunday August 16th at James Cole Northwest Chapter

9      Funeral Home on Schaefer and the viewing is, viewing's

10      going to be 9 to 9, and then it's going to be Monday,

11      August 17th 9 to 9.  And the funeral is Tuesday, August

12      18th, family hour 10:00, funeral 11 a.m. at Blessed

13      Sacrament Cathedral, and that's 9844 Woodward Avenue,

14      Boston Edison area of Detroit, Michigan, 48224.  And

15      I'd like to thank, you know, saying that if anybody can

16      attend, we'd appreciate it because the day that he died

17      he had took some kids out flying because he's with the

18      Young Eagles Program and they try and get young kids

19      interested in aviation.  And he had flown that day and

20      they flew about four or five kids to give them the

21      experience of aviation.  And thank you.

22                And I'd like to thank the NPO's.  They did

23      such a wonderful job with the Aquatic Center and their

24      idea.  It was a beautiful vision that came.  And after

25      being there, all of the these officers -- I'm sorry.
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1      They came.  I'm nervous.  Okay.  They came and

2      supported us and the young, the young officers, they

3      did, the NPO's did such a great job and those kids that

4      some of them had never been to that pool.  They saw it

5      all the time but they never could afford to be there,

6      and these people raised the money to get them in there.

7      And some of them was paying out of their pocket because

8      they had ran out of what we raised, they were paying

9      out of their pocket so the kids could come.  Thank you.

10                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Can we offer a moment of

11      silence for Mr. Green.

12                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Sure.  Thank you.  Yes,

13      sir.

14                (Moment of silence).

15                MR. WELLBORN:  By name's Bill Wellborn.  As

16      Beverly said, Art made five flights Sunday and myself,

17      Eric Love and Dr. Smith was one of the last people to

18      talk to him before he took off.  And, you know, when I

19      found out he was dead, it does kind of hurt because he

20      was our leader.

21                But anyway, I want to talk about something

22      else right now.  There's a new school coming to town.

23      Might take a little longer than two minutes.  It's a

24      company called Base 1 out of California is coming.

25      They're already here.  They started a new drone school
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1      at City Airport, second floor out of City Airport.  Now

2      the only ones go there this year are the people that

3      went to Davis Aeronautical School because they've

4      been -- they've got some training.  They donated one

5      million dollars for this school here.  The system, the

6      new drone system is the job of the future and in order

7      to be -- in order to fly a drone over 500 feet, you

8      have to have a pilot's license.  You've got to have a

9      pilot's license to fly over 500 feet.  So you have to

10      go to school for that.

11                I've been talking to a lot of kids around

12      different schools and telling them to start getting

13      ready now, but you've got to have a lot of math.

14      You've got to have your math.  You've got to study

15      math.  If you haven't taken algebra or geometry, you

16      got to get on the stick and start doing this.  These

17      jobs pay as much as $200,000 a year some of these jobs.

18      And a lot of jobs trickle down because they got to have

19      mechanics, they got to have controllers.  They've got

20      to have a of lot other people to do this.

21                Colonel Melbourne was the former commander at

22      Selfridge Air Force Base.  He's trying to get the

23      aviation school back out to the airport because the

24      full emergency manager, he moved away from the airport,

25      which to me was stupid.  You move people away from the
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1      airport and they want to learn how to fly and the

2      airport's five miles away.  You can't do it.  It just

3      doesn't make sense.  You can't do it.  It just doesn't

4      make sense.  But he's fighting for this.  He's to

5      trying to get this, get it moved back to the airport.

6      But this school, for individuals who want to go to

7      school, going to cost them $14,000 to go to this

8      school.  And, like a say, it's created a lot of new

9      jobs.  A mechanic will make up to $70,000 a year on

10      this job.  That's just a regular mechanic.  Myself, I

11      was a chief mechanic in the service so I know what a

12      mechanic does.  And you got to know what you're doing

13      because if you're a mechanic on something and you're

14      out there working on these things, even on the

15      aircraft, you got to know what you're doing because you

16      might cost a person's life.  So as soon as I get more

17      information on this, I'm going to bring it back to you

18      all and let you know.  Because I'd like to -- everybody

19      let their kids know, start getting ready for this.

20      This is something new.  And it's going to come because

21      a lot of people flying them around right now, and it's

22      in the works right now.  These guys are here today.

23      They're putting a million dollars in effect today into

24      this so.

25                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Mr. Wellborn, when you
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1      get the information, can you please get it to us as

2      soon as you can?

3                MR. WELLBORN:  Yes, I am.  That's what I'm

4      working on now.

5                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.  We

6      appreciate you.

7                MR. ZANDER:  Greetings, Board.  Good evening.

8      I want to say -- first I want to start off by saying I

9      hope that some day soon that you all receive, receive

10      the power that was bestowed upon you by the City

11      Charter of Detroit.  First want to get that out of the

12      way.

13                Anthony Zander, President of the 5th precinct

14      Community Relations Council.  And I just wanted to get

15      that out the way.  I hope that happens, and I hope it

16      happens soon.  And whatever that you may need from the

17      5th -- members of the 5th precinct, the community, to

18      help that, to help that along, just let me know and

19      we'll get that started.

20                Once again, I want to thank the 5th precinct

21      officers, Captain Bliss and all his whole team.  I want

22      to thank the leadership of the DPD for coming down here

23      and sitting with us and discussing everything with us.

24                One of the things that I really wanted to

25      discuss is one of the things I wanted to mention is
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1      that I had the opportunity to speak at length with a

2      couple of my NPO's in 5th precinct and it was a

3      reminder of what our relations used to be back in the

4      day before, you know, the department got thin or the

5      department decided that this was a priority, this is a

6      priority and things of that nature.  But one of the

7      things that should be a priority is the establishment

8      of relationships between the people of the community

9      and the officers themselves.  And so the NPO's that I

10      spoke with, I know they're hearing me, and just want to

11      say thank you for having that conversation with me, for

12      spending that time with me.  I think it was great.  It

13      allows, it allows the relationship be built that the

14      relationships that we need that aren't happening around

15      the country and happening elsewhere that are, that are

16      driving wedges in between the police and the community,

17      which I don't think is happening here because those

18      opportunities exist.  I just want to, I just want to, I

19      want to put that before you the board and powers of the

20      DPD downtown that whatever it is that you can do to

21      allow that to happen on a more regular basis, I really

22      would appreciate it.  I mean I think it's been

23      official.  These people are my NPO's.  At the same

24      time, I know I can count on these individuals not

25      because they wear a badge and because I know them and



8/13/20158/13/2015

Page 26

1      they know me.  They know me by name.  I can call upon

2      them at any time I need.  I never had a problem with

3      them not responding to anything I need, and I think

4      that personal relationship helps that along.  And so

5      whatever it is that you can do to establish that and

6      make that a citywide thing, I think that would be great

7      for the rest of the community, the rest of the city.

8      Thank you very much.

9                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, Mr. Zander.

10                MS. BUTLER:  Good evening to the Board and

11      the community members here today.

12                My name is Brenda Butler and I'd like to

13      speak with you this evening regarding the City of

14      Detroit ordinance that requires the installation and

15      maintenance of video surveillance equipment and

16      additional public security measures at self service gas

17      stations licensed under this chapter to operate in the

18      City of Detroit.  This ordinance was declared necessary

19      for the preservation of the peace, health, safety and

20      welfare of the people of the City of Detroit.

21                Our self-service station licenses that are

22      issued pursuant to this amended to the ordinance shall

23      expire on August 31st, which is approaching us quickly.

24      So my question tonight is can we make this a part of

25      the agenda for the Police Commissioner Board Meeting
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1      and the 5th precinct meeting to update the community on

2      all service stations, gas stations, service stations in

3      the 4th precinct as to where we stand with these gas

4      stations in compliance with this ordinance?

5                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, ma'am.

6      Assistant Deputy Chief.

7                D.C. LeVALLEY:  I will say that we are doing

8      a review right now of all gas stations.  The NPO's at

9      every precinct are going around inspecting them for

10      compliance with the ordinance list.  We'll have that

11      completed by the 15th and then we will be able to make

12      known to the public who's in compliance with the

13      ordinance and who's not.

14                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.  15th of this

15      month?  August.

16                D.C. LeVALLEY:  Yes.

17                CHAIRPERSON CARTER: August 15th?

18                MS. SKLAR:  Good evening, commissioners,

19      officers.  I just want to say too, Art Green is going

20      to be missed dearly.  He was part of our military

21      family as well.  And anyway, my thanks to the police

22      department.  Oh, I'm sorry.  Sharon Sklar.  Thanks to

23      the police department and all the officers thank you

24      for protecting our city and keeping the peace.

25                What brings me today, here today is my
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1      property tax bill which had a fee that was part of a

2      lawsuit that was levied against the City of the Inkster

3      Police Department and that all citizens had to pay for

4      in Wayne County, which actually brings me to my subject

5      today.  With the hardship our city still faces post

6      bankruptcy, I would like to know why our city continues

7      past practices of negligence retention.

8                I'm a researcher.  My research to date shows

9      that we have a consistency for zero failure rate for

10      our officers in FTO programs, and unlike the national

11      average, failure rate's like 24%.  I was hard pressed

12      to find any failure rate within the City of Detroit,

13      and this is costing us money.

14                Another concern of mine is regarding now the

15      City's hiring civilians that we have proper programs in

16      place to train these people, and one area where I find

17      that we are lacking is in our communication section in

18      dispatch where we have no formal training program.  The

19      national standard for failure is 70% across the nation

20      for failure of dispatchers, but yet, we have no failure

21      rate in our dispatch program and we actually have

22      dispatchers who have failed who are now training new

23      dispatchers, civilian and police. So we have no state

24      certified program that's being followed to train these

25      new dispatchers to keep our officers safe on the
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1      street, and that's a major concern because I think all

2      these things need to be looked at because they's a very

3      high potential for litigation and lawsuit.

4                To date we have two officers in the

5      communications section that were so concerned about no

6      training standards and the possibility of litigation

7      that they recently paid for and completed the trainer

8      to transfer and now they are the only two officers

9      certified to train in their section according to state

10      standards and are state certified to do so.

11                Today, in today's climate many dispatchers

12      are being sued due to lack of formal training as well

13      as officers, and I think, you know, we've all seen it

14      in the news where they go back to the training.

15      They've mentioned training of the officers on the

16      street as well.  We as citizens cannot afford our taxes

17      to continue to rise because of the City continues with

18      a potential for inadequate training standards to save

19      money versus doing it properly because in the long run,

20      it costs us all money and we do need to look forward to

21      the future of our city post bankruptcy, especially at

22      this time that we do everything as prudently and wisely

23      for the betterment of our city and the betterment of

24      our citizens.

25                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Ma'am?
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1                MS. SKLAR:  Yes.

2                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Your two minutes is up.

3      At this time, I'm going to ask, is there anybody from

4      here, from training that can speak to the dispatchers

5      training from the department?

6                D.C. LeVALLEY:  We have Director Flemming

7      from communication.

8                DIRECTOR FLEMMING:  I'm here.  I represent

9      communications.  This is a structured training.

10      Director James Flemming.  Yes.  We have an approved

11      structured training process that's been taught by our

12      Detroit Police Academy and also by inhouse dispatching

13      professionals.  I don't know where she got her

14      information.  I'm assuming you're Jeff Sklar's wife?

15                MS. SKLAR:  Yes, I am.

16                DIRECTOR FLEMMING:  Okay.  So that's an

17      inhouse complaint.  So we have tried and proved methods

18      of teaching our new emergency service deployment

19      officers.  I don't know exactly what her complaint is.

20                MS. SKLAR:  I don't have a compliant.  I'm

21      just speaking to the fact that we don't have a formal

22      training program in place right now at dispatch.  We do

23      not.

24                CHAIRPERSON CARTER: Okay.  Thank you.  Are

25      there any other comments?
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1                MS. FRASER:  Yes.  My name is Jan Fraser.

2      I'm a Detroit resident, lifelong Detroit resident, and

3      I'm very upset about -- well first, I think we all are

4      aware of the 11-year-old who accidently, I guess, shot

5      his three-year-old cousin about a week and a half ago.

6      So I was shopping in my local grocery store the very

7      next day, and I live in Russell Woods,

8      Livernois/Davison area, and what do I see on the shelf

9      but a gun packaged with candy for children right at the

10      checkout, eye level to where children see this and

11      mommy, you know, like the gum and the other, the candy

12      for sale.  So, of course, I was very incensed.

13                So I immediately went to the store owner who

14      knows me because I'm in there often.  Oh, you're right,

15      you're right.  I will take it off.  Well, he didn't,

16      because the next day I went back and it was there.  He

17      hadn't removed it.

18                So then I put together a memo and challenged

19      WDIV TV to do a story on this.  And as it turned out,

20      they did last Friday.  I was on the news.  My husband

21      and I were on the news.  But what kind of message are

22      we sending the children packaging candy with a gun.

23      And I don't know about guns, but I'm told this looks

24      like a 9 millimeter or whatever.  I mean somebody

25      could, you know -- in other words, a child playing with
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1      candy and to associated this with a gun.  This is

2      madness.  What is this world coming to?

3                Now I have to admit, even after it was on the

4      news, the comments, you know, how you get a string of

5      comments from people from all over, I mean some people

6      talk about oh, this woman needs to be pistol whipped

7      because, you know, what she saying?  Guns are a part of

8      society.  But I think that's one of the problems,

9      because when you are selling candy.  Now, the

10      distributor says that he's not going to discontinue

11      selling it.  He's in Oak Park.  He happens to be --

12      done our research.  He lives in West Bloomfield.  Now I

13      bet this is not on the shelves of stores in West

14      Bloomfield.  But, you know, when young black males and

15      females, particularly males, get this when they're

16      three, four, five, six years old with candy, probably

17      put it in their mouth, no telling what's going on.  If

18      they had this and an officer was to see even me walk

19      out right up here on Moross with this in my hand, I

20      might be shot and killed.  So I just think something

21      needs to be done.

22                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you for your

23      comments, ma'am.

24                MS. FRASER:  What kind of message.  This

25      world is just coming -- it's crazy.
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1                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.  Any other

2      comments?

3                MS. YANCEY:  As parents, we do have the

4      responsibility of not allowing --

5                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Excuse me.  If you want

6      to make a comment, ma'am, step up to the mic.

7                MS. FRASER:  I agree with her.  She's saying

8      as  parents, yes.  It's an issue if a parent buys it.

9      It's an issue if a store sells it, but it's really more

10      of an issue that it's packaged and merchandised.

11      That's the problem.  You understand, if they didn't

12      package and merchandise it particularly to inner city

13      black kids, then it wouldn't be a problem.  That's the

14      point.

15                MS. YANCEY:  I do agree with that.  But then

16      as --

17                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Excuse me.  Give your

18      name for the record and limit your comments to two

19      minutes, please.

20                MS. YANCEY:  Loretta Yancy.

21                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes.

22                MS. YANCEY:  You're right, absolutely right.

23      I mean my son now is 49, but I remember never

24      purchasing guns, never allowing him to play with guns,

25      not bring it in my house, not to play with.  There are
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1      other things that you can teach your kids to play with

2      like reading, math, building, the things that build,

3      those blocks and stuff like that, something that's

4      challenging.  And today, we got technology, computers.

5      So I don't know what to say about that, but it was

6      depressing to hear about 11-year-old being charged as

7      an adult.  I mean, you know, that's crazy to me.

8                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  It was and it is.  And

9      your two minutes is up, ma'am.  Thank you.

10                MS. FRASER:  Guns are not toys.  Guns are not

11      toys.  And this is merchandised as a toy.

12                CHAIRPERSON CARTER: It is merchandise as a

13      toy, and as a parent, we have to take responsibility

14      for what we buy our kids and it's on -- the onus is on

15      the parents.

16                MS. FRASER:  No, it's on the person that

17      merchandise.

18                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  It's on the parents

19      because the seller is going to sell what they can sell,

20      but as a parent, you can't bring it in my house.  And

21      you're not going to bring it in my house so I think

22      that the onus is on the parents.

23                MS. FRASER:  Well, to some degree, but she's

24      correct about purchasing.  He can't put it on the shelf

25      if we're not buying it.
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1                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  That's true.

2                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Pardon me.  Through

3      the Chair.  Also the onus is on the community --

4                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  True.

5                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: -- to engage in some

6      activism.  And Ms. Fraser, when you get ready to march

7      on the store, call me.  I'm just saying if, you know,

8      if you organize and there's some activism, I can

9      guarantee you, he'll take it off the shelf in 24 hours.

10                MS. FRASER:  Commissioner Crawford, let me

11      say, because WDIV went to the store, it was removed

12      immediately.  But my thing is maybe we need to march on

13      the home of the man that lives in West Bloomfield that

14      merchandises and sells this.  That's the point.

15                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Call me, Ms. Fraser.

16      You know we have a history of that.

17                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Are there any other

18      comments?

19                COMMANDER MAYOR:  Commander Elvin Barren,

20      Detroit Police Department.  And I want to elaborate on

21      this a little bit further.  More than -- I think the

22      vision is broader than just parents.  Here's why.  This

23      can be bought by a kid, I take it, and kids can walk in

24      there and buy this.  So parents may not know.  You take

25      this little orange tip off, this is a 22 to us.  Don't
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1      let it be at nighttime.  And we're explaining to the

2      community how that teen or young adult was killed

3      because they pointed it at an officer or at a

4      bystander.  So let's think a little broader.  This is a

5      very serious issue and I think we need to address it.

6                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Any other comments?  Any

7      other comments?

8                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Through the Chair.

9      Only because this came before the Board last week and

10      Chief Investigator's not here today, but Mr. Munger

11      walked into our meeting and he was quite adamant last

12      week about filing a complaint about an issue over a

13      traffic stop.  That issue was covered in the media by

14      all three networks.  The appearance in the video was

15      the officer was very professional, and I must commend

16      him for that, and the appearance of Mr. Mungo appeared

17      to be disorderly.  But the issue I have, and it was

18      reported in the media, and I don't know if it was true

19      that it was 26 minutes of the video that was missing

20      beginning of the video, and I do know that currently

21      and in recent years, police, some of them, I call the

22      video police, have always complained about citizens who

23      turn their cell phones on and video police when they're

24      engaging in some action in the street.  And the

25      question is, when did they turn that cell phone on.
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1      And the issue when there is some video missing, whether

2      it's technical difficulty or malfunction, etcetera.  As

3      a matter of fact, at that meeting last week, some 45

4      minutes, Assistant Chief White with some assistance

5      from attorney Washington did a presentation on where

6      we -- where the department was on body cams which,

7      again, this is the second year.  We're still into our

8      completing our second pilot program.  And so if there

9      ever was an urgency in acquiring body cams and having

10      complete video, now's the time.

11                So I just want to make those comments because

12      it is -- and those in the community are asking

13      questions too, even though, like I said, what we saw is

14      what we saw.  But is what we didn't see is I guess one

15      may want to question as to why it was 26 minutes

16      missing.  Thank you.

17                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.  That's still

18      being reviewed by the OICs office.

19                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.

20                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Are there any other

21      comments?  Any other comments?

22                VICE CHAIRPERSON BELL:  If there's no other

23      comments, I'd just like to acknowledge other members of

24      the 5th precinct.  Would you please stand.  Thank you

25      for your attendance and your involvement and your
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1      commitment.  And I saw also NPO Officer King in the

2      back.  I just want to acknowledge him for his

3      involvement.  He's one of the mainstay in this area

4      too.  NPO King.  Thank you.

5                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.  Are there

6      any other comments?  If there are no other comments,

7      I'll entertain a motion for adjournment.

8                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So moved.

9                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Support.

10                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  So moved and supported.

11      Is there any discussion?  Those in favor?

12                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

13                CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Those opposed.  Meeting

14      is adjourned.  Thank you all for coming out this

15      evening.

16           (The deposition was concluded at 7:30 p.m.)
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