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A.B. FORD PARK 
PROJECT UPDATE

FEBRUARY 29TH, 2024



-Environmental testing required                     
 for the demolition of the old
 Lenox Center uncovered soil
 contamination within park, which             
 led to more extensive testing

-Buildings, Safety, Engineering     
  and Environmental Dept., (BSEED)   
  determined remediation for the     
 entire park is necessary 

-Remediation will consist of          
  environmental cap adding 2’        
 clean soil
   -trees will be removed

-Funding secured to remediate
 entire park and build out full
 park master plan

A.B. FORD PARK 
PROJECT HISTORY

Construction Footprint



2021 2022 2023 2024

Sept 21: 
Phase 1 ESA 
ordered for 

building 
demolition

Feb 22: 
New community 

center 
construction 

begins, west half 
of park closed

Apr- July 22: 
Phase 2 ESA 

testing 

Dec 22- March 23: 
Demo of old Lenox 

Center

Apr-Aug 23: 
Grid layout and 
phases of soil 

sampling

Oct 23: 
New Community 

Center opens, 
park land remains 

closed to public

Nov 23: 
Final contaminant 

report provided 
to the City, 
consultant 

directed 
to develop 

remediation plan

Feb 24: 
Due Care 

Evaluation report 
finalized and 

provided to City.
City informs 
residents of 

remediation plan

A.B. FORD PARK 
ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT TIMELINE



Summary of Data- Includes all samples collected 
at site to date

Arsenic:  
-Exceeded Residential Direct Contact Criteria 
-Exceeded Non-Residential Direct Contact Criteria 

Lead:  
-Exceeded Residential Direct Contact Criteria 
-Exceeded Non-Residential Direct Contact Criteria 

Cadmium:  
-Exceeded Residential Direct Contact Criteria 

Mercury:  
-Exceeded Residential Volatilization to Indoor Air 
Pathway Levels 

PAHs 
-Exceeded Residential Direct Contact Criteria. 
-Exceeded Non-Residential Direct Contact                 
Criteria
-Exceeded Residential Volatilization to Indoor Air    
Pathway Levels

A.B. FORD PARK 
ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT SUMMARY



• Direct Contact Pathway
    -Coming in contact with contaminated soils such as walking, playing,   
      working/digging in surface and sub-surface soil
    -Minimal risk in vegetated area
    -Response activity required

• Volatilization to Indoor Air Pathway 
	 	 	 	 -This	exposure	pathway	was	possible	based	on	specific	contaminants			
      which can release gasses from soil
    -Soil gas testing took place around the new Community Center, 
	 	 	 	 		confirmed	gasses	were	below	detection	level
    -No response required

A.B. FORD PARK 
EXPOSURE PATHWAYS



Atlas recommends the following response activities:

• Restrict access to work areas during the construction and renovation activities, accessible 
only to authorized contractors or employees of the City of Detroit. Access restrictions will 
include a secure 6-foot-high vinyl-paneled fencing and/or locked gated access with proper 
signage.

• Avoid direct contact with soil (on-site workers should wear gloves, clean soil/dust from 
boots and/or clothing and wash hands prior to leaving the site).

• Provide a protective surface barrier (i.e., soil cap) of clean backfill material over existing 
contamination following removal of all existing vegetation, including trees, structures, and 
paved parking areas.

• Minimize relocation of impacted soil via dust and soil erosion via best management 
practices.

• Stockpiled soil generated during construction activities that will remain on the Subject 
property should be capped and/or covered with clean soil.

• Removal of soil adhered to demolition debris, site equipment and trucks prior to 
transporting off-site (cleaning tires/tracks, gravel or other tracking mat, decontamination 
methods).

A.B. FORD PARK 
REMEDIAL PLAN / DUE CARE OBLIGATIONS



A.B. FORD PARK 
TREES
DUE TO THE 2’ SOIL CAP ALL TREES 
WOULD BE UNABLE TO SURVIVE AND 
WILL NEED TO BE REMOVED

-Added soil prevents oxygen and             
 nutrients getting to established root    
 system, causing suffocation

-Soil compaction from machinery       
 driving over tree roots causes severe   
 damage and also prevents oxygen

-251 TREES TO BE REMOVED
   -Arborist determined only 10 in       
    good condition, the rest are         
    ranked fair or poor

-Cottonwoods are naturally weak-
wooded with 70-100 year lifespan



Oxygen and Water 
Exchange

New Soil Surface 
Level (2’)

Oxygen and Water 
Exchange

Lateral roots buried 
an additional 2 feet

Increased depth and compaction 
prevents proper amount of oxygen 

and water getting to roots

Existing typical root system

A.B. FORD PARK 
TREES



A.B. FORD PARK 
TREES
597 REPLACEMENT TREES TO BE PLANTED
Mix	of	native	shade,	flowering,	and	specimen	trees:

Quaking Aspen River Birch Princeton Elm Shingle Oak Purple Beech

Sugar Maple Bur Oak Black Gum Eastern Redbud Dogwood



NATURE 
PLAY AND 
EXPLORATION

ARBORETUM

ALT: TENNIS & 
PICKLE BALL

OPEN LAWN

PICNIC GROVE

SKATE PATH

WALKING PATHS

NEW COMMUNITY 
CENTER

FISHING NODESMALL PICNIC 
SHELTER

LARGE PICNIC 
SHELTER

WATERFRONT 
PLAZA & BEACH

PROMENADE

NATIVE 
MEADOW

PLAYGROUNDS

FITNESS 
PAD

BASKETBALL

GRILL STATION

BIOSWALE

FISHING NODE
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A.B. FORD PARK 
CONSTRUCTION PLAN

N.T.S.

N

EXTENDED 
RIVERWALK TO 
LAKEWOOD ST.

RESURFACE 
PARKING LOT

LARGE PICNIC 
SHELTER

SMALL PICNIC 
SHELTER

REPLACE RIVERWALK 
AND RAILING

ALT: RENOVATE 
RESTROOM
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N.T.S.

N

COMMUNITY CENTER WILL 
REMAIN OPEN DURING 

CONSTRUCTION

SCRIPPS ST. 

ALL TRUCKS WILL COME 
DOWN LENOX AND ENTER 

SITE THROUGH THE 
PARKING LOT

TRUCKS WILL USE A TEMP 
GRAVEL ROAD TO GET 
ACROSS AND DELIVER 

MATERIAL THROUGHOUT SITE

TRUCKS WILL EXIT THROUGH 
THE LAKEWOOD PARKING 

LOT, TURN LEFT AT SCRIPPS, 
AND TAKE LENOX OUT OF THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD

A.B. FORD PARK 
TRUCKING/SITE ACCESS

Heavy trucking to import soil cap material           
  will be required
  -Average of 20-30 trucks per day to the site 
  -March to September

 Work Hours
 -Monday-Friday between 7:30am-5:30pm
 -May utilize Saturdays as conditions permit          
   with reduced hours

ALL TRUCKS WILL ENTER/
EXIT NEIGHBORHOOD VIA 

LENOX ST.



We will be taking the month of March to do a Community tree review 
    -Site walk-thru of the trees with Arborist and Landscape Architect
    -Community discussions on tree value
    -If you would like to be involved, contact:
         Eboni Deberry 
         eboni.deberry@detroitmi.gov
    -We will contact the list with more info and dates early next week

A.B. FORD PARK 
NEXT STEPS

TENTATIVE PROJECT TIMELINE

AMENITY CONSTRUCTION
PLAYGROUNDS, RIVERWALK, CONCRETE, ETC. 

APRIL

JUNE

SEPTEMBER
EARTH WORK

EXCAVATION, IMPORT MATERIAL, GRADING 

FALL 2024/
SPRING 2025

MARCH
SITE PREP & 

TREE REVIEW



Please direct all environmental questions to BSEED 
Environmental Affairs: 
Crystal Rogers
EA@detroitmi.gov 
(313) 471-5115

Park construction related questions contact GSD 
Project Manager:
Arianna Zannetti 
zannettia@detroitmi.gov
(313) 236-8805 

A.B. FORD PARK 
QUESTIONS?

THANK YOU! 


