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and Mason & Rice became responsible for introducing a new Tudor-inspired
domestic architecture to Detroit at the Scripps house, and a new form of
Gothic church architecture at Trinity.

Scripps' aim at Trinity was 'to give Detroit an example of the old-time
church, at once so picturesque and impressive." According to church litera~
ture, Scripps hired an English architect to supply his Detroit architects
with drawings of details from English Gothic churches, and that information,
combined with Scripps' insistance on scrupulous accuracy in designing in
the Gothic style, produced a building which not only unifies into a single
composition many details from specific English buildings, but also heralds
the dawn of a new way of designing in the Gothic style.

During the first half of the twentieth century, a style developed which
is often called Neo-Gothic, to differentiate it from the Gothic Revival
of the nineteenth century. This style is most often characterized in the
work of Cram, Goodhue, and Ferguson, a firm established in 1890, and which
quickly established a reputation for the finest designs in the Cothic tradition.
Cram was acutely conscious of the philosophical and historical antecedants
of his work, and desired to continue the English Gothic from the point at
which it had been interrupted by the Reformation. Later, after Cram and
GCoodhue had separated, Goodhue became responsible for a very important trend
in which it was hoped to create a thoroughly twentieth century style derived
from tradition. These men, and their work, influenced church design all over

the United States, and examples of their work still stand from coast to
coast.

At Trinity, we have the earliest example in Detroit of this new conscious-
ness in Gothic design. Respect for structural integrity -~ the crossing
vault is said to be first honest stone church vaulting in Michigan -- accuracy
in Gothic design, and a love for craftsmanship are all present. The first
acknowledged example of Neo-Gothic ir the United States was a chapel for
St. Paul's School, near Concord, New Hampshire, whose crossing tower was
built after Trinity was begun. All Saints in Ashmount/Dorchester, near
Boston, was Cram, Goodhue and Ferguson's first church design, and was not
completed until about 1895. This places Trinity in the forefront of the
new movement, and it is possible that when the history of Neo-Cothic is
traced by the architectural historians -~ a process which has only just

begun -- that Detroit may discover that an architectural landmark of the
first importance exists here.

In 1896, the congregation voted to unice with the Episcopal Diocese
of Michigan, a move which may have offended Scripps, who was apparently
devoted to the Reformed church. The Tract Index indicates a legal wrangle
between Scripps and the church over conditions of his gifc afrer that time.
Through the early twentieth century, the parish prospered, and in 1925 the
cornerstone was laid for the Wilson Parish Hall, named {or the Rev. W. Warne

Wilson who had beenrector of the church in 1903. Ironically, the namesake

of the building died on the day of its dedication.
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