
Spring 2015

Robin R. Underwood
Deputy City Clerk

Gina C. Avery
Deputy Director of Elections

City Clerk’s Office
200 Coleman A. Young Bldg.

MAYOR OF DETROIT
Mike Duggan

DETROIT 
CITY COUNCIL

Brenda Jones
President

George Cushingberry Jr.
President Pro-Tem

Janee Ayers

Scott Benson

Raquel Castaneda-Lopez

Gabe Leland

Mary Sheffield

Andre Spivey

James Tate

Janice M. Winfrey
City Clerk

The Department
of Elections

2978 W. Grand Blvd.
Administration
(313) 876-9799

ELECTION DAY UPDATE
On Tuesday, May 5th, 2015, a Statewide Special General Election will take place with a ballot 
proposal asking voters to allow for an increase in Michigan’s sales tax. For those who qualify, 
beginning March 21st through May 4th, you may vote by Absentee Ballot at  the Department of 
Elections and The City Clerk’s Office. Office hours are Monday thru Friday 8:00 a.m.-4:45 
p.m. On Monday, May 4th, you may vote by Absentee Ballot until 4:00 p.m.

Michigan Election Law mandates that the address on your Driver’s License or State 
Identification Card must match your Voter Registration Address. Therefore, if the address 
on your Driver’s License or State ID is different from the one indicated on the  back of this 
Newsletter, you are not registered to vote in the precinct and/or polling location indicated. 
When going to vote on Election Day, please be prepared to show an acceptable form of Photo 
ID. If you do not have Photo ID, you must fill out and sign an Affidavit.

Included in this Newsletter is a Sample Ballot and voting instructions. Study it before Election 
Day and you will be properly equipped to vote.

The back of this Newsletter contains the name, precinct and polling location of each Registered 
Voter residing at the address to which this Newsletter was mailed. If a Voter does not reside at 
the address listed, or you require further information regarding the Special General Election, 
please contact The Department of Elections at (313) 876-0190.

REMEMBER:

 • Polls open at 7:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m. Anyone in line before the polls   
  close will be allowed to vote.

 • On Monday, May 4th, you may vote by Absentee until 4:00 p.m. at The Department  
  of Elections, 2978 W. Grand Blvd. or The City Clerk’s Office, 2 Woodward  
  Avenue, Suite# 200.

For further information, please contact the Department of Elections at (313) 876-0190.  



OFFICIAL BALLOT
Special Election, Tuesday, May 5, 2015 

Wayne County, Michigan
City of Detroit

VOTER: PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE STUB
IF STUB DETACHES, PLEASE RETURN WITH BALLOT

Detroit Pct 1

PROPOSAL  SECTION

STATE

PROPOSAL 15-1

A proposal to amend the State Constitution to increase the sales/use tax from 6% to 7% to replace and supplement reduced
revenue to the School Aid Fund and local units of government caused by the elimination of the sales/use tax on gasoline
and diesel fuel for vehicles operating on public roads, and to give effect to laws that provide additional money for roads and
other transportation purposes by increasing the gas tax and vehicle registration fees.

The proposed constitutional amendment would:

    •   Eliminate sales / use taxes on gasoline / diesel fuel for vehicles on public roads.

    •   Increase portion of use tax dedicated to School Aid Fund (SAF).

    •   Expand use of SAF to community colleges and career / technical education, and prohibit use for 4-year colleges / universities.

    •   Give effect to laws, including those that:

               •   Increase sales / use tax to 7%, as authorized by constitutional amendment.

               •   Increase gasoline / diesel fuel tax and adjust annually for inflation, increase vehicle registration fees, and dedicate revenue
                   for roads and other transportation purposes.

               •   Expand competitive bidding and warranties for road projects.

               •   Increase earned income tax credit.

Should this proposal be adopted?

YES

NO
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A

A

B

B

C

C
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Elección Especial

PARA VOTAR:  Completamente oscurecer el óvalo uno frente opción como se muestra:

IMPORTANTE: Para marcar su voto, utilizar solamente una pluma de tinta negro o azul.  ¡NO USE NINGUN 
OTRO COLOR DE TINTA!

REVISE AMBOS LADOS DE LA BOLETA:  Esta boleta puede tener dos lados. Asegúrese de comprobar el reverso 
de la boleta.

CUANDO HAYA TERMINADO DE VOTAR:  Ponga el boleta electoral en el sobre secreto por lo que los votos no 
pueden ser vistos y el talón numerado es visible.  Devuelva la boleta al oficial de elecciones estacionado en 
el tabulador.  (Si el voto por boleta de ausente, siga las instrucciones dadas por el encargado para regresar su 
boleta.)

NOTA:  Si comete un error, devolver su boleta al oficial de elecciones y obtener una nueva boleta.  NO intente 
borrar o corregir cualquier marcas hechas en el error.

Special Election

TO VOTE:  Completely darken the oval opposite each choice as shown:

IMPORTANT:  To mark your ballot, use only a black or blue ink pen.  DO NOT USE ANY OTHER INK COLOR!

CHECK BOTH SIDES OF BALLOT:  This ballot may have two sides.  Be certain to check the reverse side of 
the ballot.

WHEN YOU HAVE COMPLETED VOTING:  Place the ballot in the secrecy sleeve so that votes cannot be seen 
and the numbered stub is visible.  Return the ballot to the election official stationed at the tabulator.  (If voting 
by absentee ballot, follow the instructions provided by the clerk for returning the ballot.)

NOTE:  If you make a mistake, return your ballot to the election official and obtain a new ballot.  Do not 
attempt to erase or correct any marks made in error.



Listed above are the names of Registered Voters 
who reside at this address.

They are to vote at the polling location on this newsletter.
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For further information, please 
contact the Department of 
Elections at (313) 876-0190.

On Tuesday, November 8, 2011, 
a General Election will be held to 
vote for Detroit Public Schools 
Board Members by district. Also 
appearing on the ballot will be 
Proposal C, the charter revision 
question proposed by the Detroit 
Charter Commission. Both the 
candidates for School Board and 
Proposal C deserve your attention.
In the following pages you will 
have an opportunity to preview 
both items that will appear on the 
ballot. Please note that in School 

run as a candidate. Therefore, 
electors may vote for a write-in 
candidate.
Also, for your convenience, a 
copy of the proposed charter and/
or a summary of its revisions will 
be at the polls for your review 
on Election Day. Remember that 
the charter serves as Detroit’s 
constitution and is designed to 
target accountability for city 
services. The charter allows 

for public engagement in 
both community and political 
affairs. Because the city charter 
provides a “blueprint” for city 
government and embodies the 
City’s underlying fundamental 
values, it is important that you 
voice your opinion by voting 
on this question. Whether the 
Detroit City Charter is amended 
or not, we need to hear from you 
on Election Day.
Remember:
• To determine your respective 
School Board District and your 
Election Day polling location, 
please refer to the chart below. 
You must vote at your assigned 
district and precinct. Michigan 
Election Law mandates that the 
address on your driver’s license 

match your voter registration 
address. Therefore, if the 
address on your driver’s license 

is different from the address 

below, you are not registered to 
vote in the district and precinct 
indicated.
• When going to vote on 
Election Day, be prepared to 
show an acceptable form of photo 

order to vote.
• Study your sample ballot and 
the voting instructions before 
Election Day and you will be 
properly equipped to vote.
• If you are not certain where 
to vote or need additional 
information regarding the General 
Election, contact the Registration 
Division of the Department of 
Elections at 313-876-0190.
• The polls open at 7:00 a.m. 
and close at 8:00 p.m. Anyone in 
line before the polls close will be 
allowed to vote.


