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The proposed Corktown Historic District consists of two non-continguous sections
separated by the industrial buildings on the west side of Rosa Parks Bivd. The
proposed district is located just west of the Central Business District and west
of the John C. Lodge Expressway; mostly south of Michigan Avenue; east of Michigan
Central Station and Roosevelt Park; and north of Bagley west of Trumbull, and
Porter east of Trumbull. It contains approximately 280 structures, most of which
are small-scale residences built in the Jatter haif of the nineteenth century.
Over “ten of the structures are commercial in use and less than ten are in
institutional or religious usage. The principal north-south streets running
through Corktown and dividing the district into three parts are Rosa Parks Blvd.,
Trumbull Avenue, and Sixth Street. The principal east-west streets are Michigan
:Avenue and Bagley. The area included in the proposed district east of Rosa Parks
Bivd. is located in the Corktown Historic District listed on the Haticnal Register,

and most of the proposed district is located within the Corktovn Neighborhood
Strategy Area.

BOUNDARIES: The boundaries of the proposed district are as shown on the attached
map and consist of two non-continguous portiens, whose boundares are as follows:

Beginning at the intersection of the centerline of Porter Street with

the centerline of Sixth Street, and proceeding westerly along the center-
1ine of Porter Street to its intersection with the west line of Lot 11,
Block 60 of the Baker Farm (L17/P272, L25/P424), extended southward; thence
north along said line to its intersection with the centerline of the east-
west alley lying between Porter and Labrosse Streets; thence westerly
along the centerline of said alley to its intersection with the east 1ine
of Lot 3, Block 72 of the Woodbridge Farm (L1/P146), extendsd southerly
and northerly; thence ncrtherly along said line to its intersection with
the centerline of LabrosseﬁStreet; thence westerly along the centerline

of Labrosse to its intersection with the centerline of Trumbull Avenue;
thence norther]y along the centerline of Trumbull to its intersection with
the centerline of Bagley Street; thence westerly along the centeriine of



Bagley to its intersection with the centerline of Rosa Parks Blvd. (Twelfth
Street); thence northerly along the centerline of Rosa Parks to its inter-
section with the centerline of the east-west alley lying northerly of
Church Street at Eleventh Street, extended westward; thence easterly along
the centerline of said alley, as extended, to its intersection with the
centerline of Eleventh; thence northerly along the centerline of Eleventh
to its intersection with the north 1ine of Lot 18, G. L. Beecher's Sub

of Part of 0.L. 4 of the Lognon Farm {L21/P81) extended westerly; thence
easterly along said Tine to its intersection with the north-south alley
located in the block bounded by Church, Eleventh, Michigan, and Tenth;
thence southerly along the centerline of said alley to its intersection
with the centerline of the east-west alley lying north of Church Street
at Eleventh extended easterly; thence easterly along the centerline of

said alley as extended to its intersection with the centerline of Tenth
Street; thence southerly along the centerline of Tenth to its inter-

section with the centerline of Church Street; thence easterly along the

centerline of Church Street to its intersection with the centerline of

Trumbull Avenue; thence northerly along the centerline of Trumbull to

its intersection with a line drawn 79 feet south of and parallel to the
south line of Elizabeth Street extended west; thence easterly along said
Tine 79 feet south of the south line of Elizabeth to its intersection with
the centerline of Eighth Street; thence southeriy along the centerline of
Eighth Street to its intersection with the centerline of the east-west
alley lying between Michigan and Elizabeth; thence easterly along the
centerline of said alley to its intersection with the easterly line of
Lot 2, Dudley B. Woodbridge Sub of Out Lot 88 of the Woodbridge farm
(L4/P86); thence southerly along said line extended southerly to its
intersection with the centeriine of Michigan Avenue; thence northwesterly
along the centerline of Michigan to its intersection with the centerline
of Eighth Street; thence southerly along the centerline of Eighth Street
to its intersection with the cenierline of the east-west alley lying
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between Bagley and Leverette, extended eastward; thence easterly along

the centerline of said alley as extended to its intersection with the
western line of Lot 10, Block 58, Baker Farm (L25/P424); thence northerly
along said Tot line to its intersection with the alley between Bagley and
Leverette at Brooklyn; thence southeasterly along centerline of said alley
to its intersection with the centerline of Brooklyn Street; thence con-
tinuing southeasterly along the centerline of the east-west alley between
Michigan and Bagley Street, extended westward, to its intersection with

the westerly line of Lot 6 of Moreton's Sub of Lot 1, Block 57 of the
Labrosse Farm {L22/P37), extended southward; thence northerly along said
line to its intersection with the northern boundary of said Lot 6 extended
eastward; thence easterly along said Tine as extended to its intersection
with the westerly boundary of the John C. Lodge Freeway; thence southerly
along the westerly boundary of said freeway to its intersection with the
centerline of the east-west alley lying between Labrosse and Porter Streets;
thence westerly along the centerline of said alley to its intersection with
the centerline of Sixth Street; thence southerly along the centerline of
Sixth Street to the point of beginning;

and
$

Bé@'nning at the intersection of Vermont~Street with the centerline of the
a]]:;\iyjng south of and parallel to Michigan Avenue and north of Dalzelle
Street, ang proceeding southerly along the centerline of Vermont to its
intersectioh\yith the centerline of the east-west“alley lying between
Bagley and Marantette; thence westerly along the centerline of said alley
to its intersection with the centerline of the north-south alley lying
between Vermont and\yabash; thence northerly along the cghter1ine of said
alley to its intersedti9n with the south line extended-easterQXEand
westerly of Lot 77, Block 1, Lafferty Farm (L1/P193); thence wedterly along
said line as extended to %ts intersection with the centerline of Wabash;
thence southerly along the cénﬁer]ine of Wabash to its intersectionQ§3th
the centerline of Bagley Stree£§\thence westerly aiong the centerline of,
Bagley to its intersection with the\center]ine of the north-south alley )

-
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lying between Wabash and Fourteenth Streets; thence northerly along tge
centerline of said alley to its intersectign with the centerline of Maran-
tetti\Street; thence easterly along the centerline of Marantette Street

to its ihtersection with the centerline of Wabash Street; thenca/;ortherly
along the eifter1ine of Wabash to its intersec£?ﬁinwith the centeriine of
Dalzelle:; thence westerly along the centeriine of Dalzelle o its inter-
section with the centerline of Fourteenth Street; Qhence ortherly aleng
the centerline of Fourteenth Street to its intersection/with the center-
Tine of the southern service drive of the Fisher Freewzy; thence easterly
along the centerline of said service drive to its interséction with the
centerline of the north-south aliey lying easterly/of NabQEQ Street; thence
southerly along the centerline of said alley to ts interseé%jon with the
centerline of the east-west alley lying betweey/Michigan and Ehg Fisher
service drive; thence easterly along the ceg} rline of said alley to its
intersection with the centgk1ine of Vermont’ Street; thence northerly along

the ceﬁ%er?ine~of Vermont to i{f intersedtion with the centerline o%\the
) N
southerly service drive of the

Fisher freeway; thence easterly along the
center1iﬁe of said service drive\to/its intersection with a 1ine drawn A

60 feet eé§$ of and parallel to tﬁ; eastern boundary of Private Claim 228;\
the Laffert}SFarm; thence sou@per]J\a]ong said line 60 feet east of the .

eastern boundary of P.C. 228 to its in{i:section with the southerly Tine

N

of Lot 7, Block 4, part of/the Cabacier\Farm {L24/P435); thence westerly
along said southerly 1ipé of Lot 7 to its intersection with the easterly
boundary of P.C. 228}/{;3 Lafferty Farm (L1}/P134); thence southerly along
said easterly bou dry of P.C. 228 to its intersection with the centerline
of Michigan Avengé& thence southeasterly along\the centerline of Michigan
Avenue to its jﬁ%ersection with the centerline of Rosa Parks Blvd. (Twelfth
Street); thente southérly along the centerline of Rosa Parks to its inter-
section with the northeyly line, extended east and west, of Lot 53, Block 3,
Cabacier Farm Sub (L4/Pf4—76); thence westerly along said line as extended
to its intersection with the centerline of the north-south alley lying

o



north ok Dalzelle and between Rosa Parks and Vermont; thence no therly along
the centeNine of said alley to its intePsection with the centerlNne of the
alley lying south of and parallel to Michigag Avenue and north of D l1zelle;
thence westerly along the centerline of said aNey to the point of the

beginning.

HISTORY: Corktown is significant as the traditional Irish immigrant neighborhood
in the city of Detroit and as the oldest extant neighborhood in the city. Its
diversity of architectural styles is representative of working class housing

from the late 1840s to the early 1900s and its combination of land uses typifies
.development in the nineteenth century walking city.

The proposed Corktown Historic District cevers an area once occupied by the back
lot zones of seven different ribbon farms. From east to west stretched over the
area known as Corktown are the Labrosse Farm {P.C. 246), the Baker Farm {(P.C. 24),
the Woodbridge Farm {P.C. 22 and P.C. 248), the Longnon Farm (P.C. 27}, the
Thompson Farm (P.C. 227), the Lafferty Farm (P.C. 228), and the Godfroy Farm
(P.C. 726). The back lots of ribbon farms were commonly used for crop cultiva-
tion, orchards, and letting animals out to pasture. Although the city Vimits
were extended to the east line of the Baker Farm (to approximately

7th Street) in 1824 and the surveying and construction of Chicago Road (later
Michigan Avenue} tock place a year later, minor development or settlement did not
occur in Corktown until well into the 1830s, and then only in the Labrosse and
Baker Farms, over an area covering approximately 6th to Bth Streets, The Baker

Farm, Labrosse Farm, and Hoodbridge Farm were platted with street right-of-ways
rendered by the city surveyor in 1835.

In general, the City of Detroit, although founded in 1701, remained a frontier
village until the second quarter of the nineteenth century. Its location between
Lake Huron and Lake Erie became advantageous with the opening of the Erie Canal

in the 1820s. Many Irish emigrating from Ireland because of the potato famine
went westward, beyond the coastal cities of Hew York and Boston, to Detroit in

the 1830s and 40s. By 1850 one of seven persons in Detroit was Irish, and people
from Ireland constituted the city's largest national group. In 1853, the 8th Ward,
which included most of the area referred to as Corktown, was 47% Irish. The Irish
originally rented or purchased existing homes in what is now downtown, and when
they acquired enough resources to build houses Just west of downtown they built
them in the styles then in fashion. Typical of the early settler‘s occupations
were patternmakers, draymen, and laborers. -



In the late 1840s significant development began in the Labrnsse and Baker Farms,
-with settlers of predominately Irish heritage. By 1849 the English speaking
parish of Holy Trinity moved its church building to the corner of Porter and
Sixth Streets to better serve the growing Irish Catholic population. Also in
1849 the city 1imits were extended to include the area up to the east line of
the Woodbridge Farm, at approximately Eighth Street. ‘
Although all of Corktown was inciuded in the city limits by 1857, development in
the Voodbridge Farm, from approximately 8th to 10th Streets, occurred between
1860 and 1880. A contributing factor to development of the Woodbridge Farm and

farms westward was the opening of the Michigan Avenue street railway line in
1863 and the Baker Street line in 1873. ‘

The Longnon Farm, from approximately 10th Street to 12:h Street, was not subdivided
into town lots until 1873, and therefore represents the latest development in

Corktown, having been settled from the mid-1880s until post-1900. This is the
most intact part of Corktown today.

Although subdivided into town lots in 1851, the Thompson Farm now houses more
recent warehouses, factory buildings, and parking Tots south of Hichigan Avenue

on 12th Street and St. Boniface Church north of Michigan. A new wave of German
imnigration to North America, and consequently Detroit, occurred during the post-
Civil War period and many settled in Corktown. Also, some Germans formerly living
on the east side of the city moved to the west side. St. Boniface Parish was

established in 1869 to meet the religious needs of Catholic Germans west of
3rd Street.

By 1885, virtually every lot on the Lafferty Farm, primarily between Vermont and
Yabash Streets, was occupied, usually by low-cost frame houses built in the 1870s.
The Lafferty Farm was subdivided into house lots in 184E. The Godfroy Farm was
subdivided in 1864 and lot sales began immediately thereatter. This area, from
Wabash to 14th Street, was settled during the Civil War and post-war period.

Street names in Corktown frequently reflect the names of landowners and thus, the
history of the area. Labrosse was named in 1835 after Dominique Labrosse, the
owner of the farm when the Federal Land Beard was confirming titles in 1808.
Baker (later to become Bagley) was named after Colonel Daniel Baker, the land-
ovwner of the Baker Farm who at one time was stationed in Detroit. Porter Street
was named after Augustus S. Porter, senator from 1840-1845. Levereite was named
after Gov. William Leverette VWoodbridge, the Tandowner, in 1858, and Church Street
was named in that same year when Gov. Woodbridge donated part of the lots for

St. Peter's Episcopal Church. Trumbull Avenue was named in 1858 for Judge John
Trumbull, father of Mrs. Woodbridge. Dalzell was named in 1855 in honor of
Captain Henry Dalzell, killed at the Battle of Bloody Run in 1763, and Marantette
was named in 1868 after the maiden name of Mrs. Peter Godfroy. Wabash was namad

in 1882 for the Wabash Railroad, which had its depot at the foot of the street,
and Vermont was named for the state of Vermont.
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Although the traditions of the homelands were well maintained by the early settlers,
.eventually the Irish and German population of Corktown dwind}ed as it spread cgt to
all parts of the city in the twentieth century. However, Corktown and Holy Trinity

in particular have remained the center of Irish ethnic identity in metropolitan
Detroit.

The second significant immigration began in 1900 when three young men from Malta
-settled in Corktown. They were joined after Vorld War I by many more Maltese

attracted by work in the automobile factories. The largest concentration of
Maltese in Detroit still reside in Corktown today.

Corktown has also served as a reception neighborhood for Detroit's Latine community.
Many Mexicans settled there in the 1920s, and by the 1950s Most Holy Trinity was
the largest Latino parish in the city. During that decade Father Clement ¥ern,

pastor of Holy Trinity, became nationally known for his work with the poorer
residents of Corktown.

Clearance for the Lodge expressway just east of Sixth Street and Urban Renewal
in the 1950s and 60s for the development of the Mest Side Industrial Park just
south of Porter and Howard Streets took its toll on the neighborhood, reducing

its area and population dramatically. Many Mexicans moved westward, making
St. Anne Roman Catholic Church at 1%th and Howard Streets the center of Latino
gthnic activities.

The proposed Corktown Historic District is the last remnant of an area that once
stretched from 3rd Street to 16th Street and from Michigan Avenue to the Detroit

River known as Corktown. Despite all of the external pressures, a vital part of
Corktown has survived and is with us today.



ARCHITEUTURAL DESCRIPTION: Cor town is a sparsely populated community with
low-scale residential buildings occasionally interspersed with a small-scale
commercial building or industrial building. Buildings are generally very close
to each other; they are frequently built on half of a 50 foot Tot. The exception
is in the Lognon Farm, where the average lot is 33' in width. There, only one
house occupies the lot; this occurs primarily on Church and Leverette Streets.
Lots and consequently most of the houses between 6th Street and Rosa Parks Blvd.
are oriented towards the east-west streets, and lots and most houses between

Rosa Parks Blvd. and 14th Street are oriented toward the north-south streets.

Individual houses were not usually designed by architects. Mostly of frame
construction, the early houses were supported on cedar posts and had no basements.
Additions are a common feature of houses in the neighborhood, added as families
‘grew, and architectural features stemming from architectural fashion of the second
half of the nineteenth century were applied as families became more affluent.

The following are a few examples of the architecture of Corktown:

1705 Sixth St., ¢. 1853

The early residents of 1705 Sixth were 211 associated with the Detroit brewery
industry. John Mason, a prominent Detroit brewer, had his home built at 1705
Sixth and established the Mason Brewery just to its north on the corner of
Hichigan Avenue and Sixth Street. In 1862 Mason sold his brewery to Peter J.
Bowker and his partner, Thomas S. Blackmur, manufacturers of ale, porte, and
beer. That same year, Bowker moved into the house at 1705 Sixth. William C.
Duncan, the third resident of the house and a tobacconist in the firm 6f Duncan
and Hannah, was also a brewer and the president of Duncan's Central Brewery.
Duncan chose not to use the brewery on the Sixth Street site, and established
‘his brewery on Voodbridge Street. Edward Johnson, Jr., another brewer, moved
into 1705 Sixth in 1877. By 1888, 1705 Sixth had become a rental property and

remained so until 1950 when Clayton J. Brundage purchased it for the purpose of
establishing the Brundage Funeral Home.

The Mason House s one of only five brick Greek Revival townhouses left in

~the city, and four of these five are in Corktown. It is two stories tall on a
high basement punctured by windows and has its entrance on the south third of

the front facade. This entrance is now covered with an Italianate door hood, and
issurrounded by sidelights and a transom. A row of two double hung sash windows
are to the north of the entrance and a row of three such windows are on the sacond
story, with stone lintels and sills. The side walls of the building have gabled
‘ends, and two chimneys project from each slope. A two-story brick Victorian
addition has been added to the rear of the building.



1205 Bagley, Engine Company #8, 1918

The site of the fire station at 1205 Bagley was previously the site of the
Continental Steam Fire Engine Company #8, organized in 1873. The first fire

station was built on this site in 1871. High Pressure Company #4 joined Engine
Company #8 in the early building in 1886. '

The present building was designed by architect Hans Gehrke and built by
contractor Charles R. Schewe Company in 1918 at a cost of $51,018.33. High Pressure
#4 weni out of service in 1956, and EMS #8 went into service at 1205 Bagley in 1972.

However, the building was vacated by the Detroit Fire Department in 1982. Its
adaptive re-use is pending.

- The building at 1205 Bagley is a two story brick building with concrete
-foundations and detail. Its shallow hipped roof has a short tower with a
shallow hipped roof rising from it. Decorative tiles adorn an area below its
cornice, and over the windows of the second story. The three large drive-
through sets of double doors on the projecting section of the front facade are
-tne focal point of the building, and the striped effect of the alternating
light-gray masonry with the red brick creates a Florentine appearance. "D.F.D.

Engire House No. 8" is inscribed in the masonry band above the drive-through
“doors.

1255-57 Bagley, 1882, Martin Dunn, builder

largaret and Thomas“Craig were the first owners of this two family Italianate

building. It was constructed for them at a cost of $3,600 by a carpenter, Martin
Dunn, in 1882.

Built as a duplex, 1255-57Bagley is an example of a larger frame building
in the Italianate style. It is clad in clapboard. The main house is itwo stories
tall with a bracketed hipped roof. The central entrance section is c¢rowned with
a gable with a pair of double arched windows within. Windows on the first story
have projecting lintels; windows on the second story have triangular window hoods
above. The bracketted porch roof is supported on slender columns. Attached to
the rear of each half of the building is a one and one-half story summer kitchen:”

1401-03 Bagley, 1887, Hugh S. Peoples, builder

Hugh L. Gamble operated a meat market on thissite from 1881 to 1905. The
present building, containing 2 store with a large apartment above, was erected
for him in 1887 by builder Hugh S. Peoples at an estimated cost of $3,500. After
Gamble sold the property in 1805 it became fred €. Schikle's Meat Market.



~10-

1401-03 Bagley contd.

This two story building is a handsome example of the Victorian corner store
in a relatively unaltered condition. Its storefront windows have transocms above,
and there are two entrances, one to the staircase of the apartment and the other
to the store. The corners of the front facade are articulated by Fastlake
pilasters, and a molded cornice separates the first and second stories. Above
the three double-hung sash windows of the second story is a stone band that
follows the Tine of the arched openings of the windows. Gray stone is also used
near the bottom of those windows, with blocks of stone equally spaced, and at
the parapet coping. The parapet wall rises into a pediment in the center and

bears a centrally placed blank stone inscription panel situated between blind
arcading.

1662 Bagley, ¢. 1877

James A. Chubb purchased lot 26 of Block 4 of the Lognon Farm from Luther
Beecher, the landowner, in 1877 for $990. A1l of the lots on Baker Street in
this block were sold between 1874 and 1878. James A. Chubb was a carpenter by
trade, and it is possible that he built this house. He sold it to Agnes A,
Ready, a knitter, in 1881; she, in turn, sold it to Ann M. Shanahan in 1887, and

she, in turn, transferred it to Mary L. Hennessey in 1908, continuing the fong
line of Irish women owners in the community.

The house at 1662 Bagley, whose old address number was 174 Baker, is & one
story brick cottage with a transverse gable intersecting the main pitched roof
to form the secondary entrance on the east side of the house. The overhanging
eaves of the frontal gable created by the steeply pitched roof is supported by
brackets. Centered in the gable is an arched opening with brick voussoirs and
a carved keystone. The three-sided bay containing three elongated windows on
the west side of the front facade has a molded cornice supported on paired
brackets. Keystones project from the slightly arched window openings. To the
east of this bay is the entrance with a transom above and large brackets supporting
the porch roof. Brick one story workers' cottages are rare in the city, and
1662 Bagley is the only one left in Corktown. It 3% now painted red and white.

1232 Labrosse, John Purdon House, 185]

John Purdon, a patternmaker, purchased the east half of Lot 11 of Block 56 of
the Labrosse Farm from Robert Downie, occupant and owner of the house on the west
half of the lot, in 1851 for $120. Shortly thereafter, he built his hoyse. The

old number of the house, 84, is stil] present in the etched glass transom window
above the front entrance.
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1232 Lab~osse contd.

Called a "workers' cottage" or "shot-gun" type house, this one-story house
with its steeply pitched roof was originally sparse in detail, the Italianate
details probably being added at a later date. They include the elongated windows
in the front parior, the Italianate brackets supporting the decorative triangular
porch hood, and the bracketed window hoods. This house is clad in clapboard,
and its original wood shingle roof is under two Tayers of asphalt shingles.

The house at 1232 tabrosse has one major addition constructed prior to 1885

and a shed kitchen dated to about 1915. Originaily built on cedar posts, the
building has since been set on concrete piers.

.1334 Labrosse, ¢. 1860

The house at 1334 Labrosse was constructed betwesen the years 1855 and 1865.
Labrosse Street, named after the landowner Dominique Labrosse, was not cut through

-West of 7th Street, now Brooklyn, until the 1840s. The block between 7th and 8th
“Streets was built up between the late 1840s and mid-1860s.

The house at 1334 Labrosse reflects the development of the Corktown neighborhood
in that it is typical of the two-story houses built in the 18505 and 1860s in Cork-
town. Freguently, as owners became more affluent and architectural pretentions
came into vogue, these early houses were "modernized" with brackets, hood moldings,

and stylistic porches. However, 1334 Labrosse remained unpretentious; it has no
applied architectural detail.

The property at 1334 Latrosse was sold to John Johnstion Braddock for $368.36
by Flavius J. B. Crane, a real estate agent, in 1855, Braddock sold it to Catherine
Gorey, wife of James Gorey, for $400 in 1863. The house could have been built
for sale by Crane or built by either Braddock or Gorey. James Gorey was a boiler
maker by profession. Bernard Gorey, an expressman, and John Gorey were the bene-
ficiaries of James Gorey's estate. They sold the property to Lucy A. Kelley in
1895 under the threat of tax foreclosure. The Kelleys retained the house as a
rental until they sold it in 1926. Many tax foreclosures and a demolition notice
iater, Holy Trinity Non-Profit Housing Corporation bought the property and Corktown
Historical Society acquired it through them in 1978 for rehabilitation and sale.

1384 Michigan Avenue, Nemo's, 1883, P.D. Tallant, builder

Nemo’s, now a restaurant and bar, was built as a commercial building with
residential uses on the upper stories in 1883. It housed such businesses as
Mary Beli's Milliner's Shop and S. C. Arndt's Tailor Shop. This type of Victorian
storefront lined Michigan Avenue in the late nineteenth century.
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1384 Michigan Avenue contd.

This brick building is two stories tall and originally contained two stores.
It has two entrances, one on either end of the front facade, with plate glass
~windows in between. Above the cornice dividing the first and second story the
facade is articulated in three sections. The central section containing three
elongated arched windows is the widest; the side sections contain two elongated
arched windows each. Decorative brickwork follows the arches of the opanings,
and the upper corners of the building are emphasized. The parapet wall arches

over the central section and the year "1883" is inset below the decorative cornice.
Hemo's is currently undergoing rehabilitation.

1701 Trumbu11 Avenue, Bagley-Trumbull Market, c¢. 1877

Mr. Henry Smith purchased the property upon which this building sits in 1859
from William Hoodbridge. Heirs of Smith sold the propertyv in 1929. The three-
story Italianate brick structure on the corner of Trumbull and Bagley was built
by 1877, because Goerge F. Steadley and Company, grocers, were located in the
‘building in that year. There have been a steady list of groceries in this building
ever since. John Maul, grocer, lived above his store in 1878, and Joseph A. Taylor,
grocer, was there in 1882. Lena and Charles Reiss' grocery was there from 1883

until the mid-1890s. Two gentlemen from Malta purchased the building in 1943 and
one of them is still the owner today.

The commercial structure at 1701 Bagley is a Victorian Italianate commarcial
building with a storefront on the first floor and living quarters atove. Much
of the original storefront has been retained. The cornice between the first and
second story is supporied on cast iron Corinthian columns. Large plate glass
windows between the columns remain uncovered. The three evenly spaced second
"story window openings are segmentally arched; their brick voussoirs are interrupted
by a stone keystone and stone imposts. The third story window openings have round
arches and also contain stone keystones and impost blocks. These windows on the
front facade are of the four-pane-over-four-pane double-hung sash variety. Raised
brick along the perimeter of the upper stories frames the front facade, and a
decorative brick corbel table at the cornice level circles the building's three
sides. The building at 1707 Trumbull is a very handsome, relatively unaltered

"corner store" of the 1870s. Attached to its north is a later, early twentieth
‘century addition.

1528 "Leverette, 1885, Harcus and Thnge, buiiders

Harcus and Lange built this two-story brick townhouse for Elizabeth Rudell
in 1885. It remained in the Rudell family until 1948, although the Rudells did
not reside in-the building but did, in fact, live further east on Leverette. As
“found with other properties in Corktown, 1528 Levereite was ovned.by women until
the late 1960s.



“the bay is a small brick pediment.
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1528 Leverette contd.

An early occupant in 1888 was the

Rev. Albert T. Swing, pastor of Trumbull
Avenue Congregational Church.

Trumbull Avenue Congregational's church building

‘was moved to its site on the northeast corner of Baker and Trumbull in 1881.

The Rev. Hervey S. McCowan, pastor of Peoples Church, formerly the Trumbull Avenue
Congregational Church, lived in the house at the end of the nireteenth century,
although non-church related people also resided in the house from time to time,
such as Edward G. Copeland, a travel agent, from 1892 through 1897,

Architecturally, the building is Eastlake in style. The eastern two-thirds
of the front facade bows out, forming a two story three sided bay containing
elongated double-hung sash windows with brick ornamentation beneath. The parapet
is supported by stepped brick corbels and centered above the central face of
In the upper west corner of the front facade
is a stylized projecting Eastlakian bracket. Openwork friezes decorate the wooden

porch on the western one-third of the building's front facade. A two-story brick
rear addition was added early in the building's history.

1653 Leverette, 1893, Forrester and Kitner, builders

Margaret G. Kidd and her husband Thomas were the first residents of this
two and one-half story Queen Anne house. It cost %$2,200 to build in 1893. 1t
passed from the Kidd family in 1905 when it was sold to Mary E. Quinn, whose
hiusband, George, was a "barnman." The Quinns retained the proparty until 1931.

This clapboard house has undergone extensive rehabilitation by the current
owners and is painted biue. The eastern secticn of its front facade forms a
two-story bay with a fish-scale shingled gable at the attic level. Above the
two windows in the gable is a triangular panel with a sunburst within. A stained
glass transom window rests above the central bay window on the first and second
stories. The little gable of the portico on the western side of the facade is

also shingled, and a beautiful set of natural wood doors grace the entrywav. The
brick porch piers are later additions.

15670 Leverette, 1893

A building permit was issued to Helen V. McKerrow, the principal of Tappan

School, for the construction of this house in 1893. It remained in the McKerrow

family until 1928, when it was sold to M. Grace Richardson. Continuing again in
what seems to be the Irish tradition of women ownership, Ms. Richardson sold the
house to Mrs. Hilje Claes, a widow, and £thel Claes in 1949. The building is best
xnown as the former B. C. Claes Bookstore, which became & neighborhood institution

until the death of Ethel Claes in 1983. Mrs. Claes also led the fight to save
“the neighborhood from becoming an industrial park in the early 1850s.
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1670 Leverette contd.

The building at 1670 Leverette is a fine example of a Colonial Revival
clapboard house. It is composed of a three-sided two-story eastern half and
an elaborate portico with a grouping of three arched windows above on the western
half of the front facade. The wide entablature of the porch is supported on
paired Doric columns, and its wooden pediment has a carved design within. The
house is entered through a set of original natural wood double doors. In the

large attic story gable is aPalladian window with a keystone projecting above
the round arch.

1831-49 Leverette, 1895

Eiza Howell, owner of the property since 1875, was granted the permit for
the construction of this six unit two and one-half story frame terrace in 1895.
It cost approximately $4,000 to build.

Each unit has a frontal gable intersecting the hipped roof. The entrances
are on the east side of each of the six sections, and a bank of three windows
is on the second story level above. To the west of the entrance is a large
squarish window with a transom and siender side-1ights. At the second story
level is a shallow bay containing three windows. Although the building is now

covered with unoriginal shingling it is the only frane terrace still extant in
Corktown.

1629 Church, 1896

Charles B. Ward, the real estate developer who played a role in the development
of both Church and Leverette Streets, was responsible Tor the construction of 1629
Church. He then sold the property to Henry W. Roeder., Perhaps the interesting
array of windows on the house is due to Mr. Roeder, who was the president of a
sash manufacturing company, the Delbridge and Cameron Company.

The diversity of window cpenings, planes, and surface textiures make this
fiouse one of the most interesting on Church Street. This Queen Anne style building
of narrow clapboard is composed of a recessed entrance half with a balustraded
balcony reached through three arched French doors on its second story. Hooden
keystones project up from each arch. The west side of the first story of the
front facade contains a three sided bay window with transoms and the second story
contains a grouping of three double-hung sash windows. The large frontal gable
is covered in fish-scale shingles and is punctured by a pair of casement windows
with a semi-circular transom window above. A denticulated cornice separates the
second story from the attic.
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1803 Church, 1898, Frank V. Jahnke, contractor

The structure at 1803 Church Street was built for James D. Burns, a Hichigan
Avenue saloon keeper and later president of Burns and 0'Shea Brick Company, at
a cost of $2,600 in 1898. Typically Queen Anne in character are the variety of
volumes and roof shapes of this house. Dramatically sited on the northeast
corner of the building is a second story turret crowned with a bell-shaped .
«£ircular roof. This is offset on the western half of the facade by a two-story
three-sided bay with a three-sided roof. A leaded glass transom is situated
over the central window on the first story. The entrance is recessed in the
eastern side of the front facade; a porch supported on Tluted columns wraps
around to the side. Projecting from the main hipped roof is a small dormer with

a steep pyramidal roof. The siding presently on the building is covering the
-original clapboard sheathing.

2099 Vermont, 1868

This Italianate house was built for De Witt C. Kellogg, an engineer with
‘Michigan Central Railroad, in 1868. He later became a grocer just around the
corner on Wabash. The house at 2099 Vermont remained in the Kellogg family for
almost 96 years; like many other homes in Corktown, it has had very few owners.

In style, this two and one-~half story wood frame clapboard-clad house is
Ttalianate with Carpenter Gothic details. Characteristics of this style and
1099 Vermont are the elongated windows and decorative window hoods. The gable
of 2099 Vermont's steeply pitched roof contains carved vergeboards with a dropped
pendant in the center, as dces the c¢ross-gable on the north elevation. fows of
spindles forming an openwork frieze run along the top of the ornate front porch,
which wraps around to the north side of the building. Brackets lie at the cornice
Tine of the bay windows and porch. The exterior of this house is an excellent
example of an intact elaborately treated middle-class post-Civil War structure.

2356 Vermont, St. Boniface Church, 1882

St. Boniface German Roman Catholic Parish was established in 1869 to serve
ali German Catholics west of Third Street., Father Kullman, formerly the assistant
pastor at St. Joseph's on the east side, formed the parish and served as its
first pastor from 1869 to 1872. For 14 years parishioners met in the chapel of
their school building on the west side of 13th Street (Vermont) near Michigan
Avenue. In 1880 there were 200 families in the parish.

In 1882 the erection of the present church on the southeast corner of High
{now Fisher Service Drive) and 13th Street {now Vermont) commenced; the cornerstone
-was laid on August 13, 1882 and the church was consecrated on August 19, 1883. It
cost $30,000 to build and seated 600 people when completed. (asper Wiestewald was
granted the permit for 1ts construction.



2356 Vermont contd.

The red brick church is Venetian Romanesque in style. It has a steeply

-pitched roof and a central bell tower r1s1ng well above the roofline of the
front facade. Due to a bolt of lightening in the late nineteenth century, the
spire is substant1a1]y Jower in height than it was originally. To each side of
the entrance tower is a polygonal projection with a secondary corner entrance.

The tower itself has a gabled entrance at ground level and a bank of blind arched
openings above. A rose window and more arched blind openings are at the top of
the first stage of the tower. Above a band of blind arcading is 2 pair of round
arched w1ndows per side in the open part of the bell tower. The polygonal splre
‘has dormers projecting from its base. The side e]evau1ons are composed of a pair
of round arched tracery windows between spur buttresses. Throughout the design
.of the building is the typically Romanesque use of the round arch and typically
*Venetian coloristic affects, in this case achieved by the contrast of red brick
-With gray stone.

1795 Wabash, 1888, Wilijam Starrs, contractor

William Starrs received permit #122 on February 11, 1888 for the construction
o7 five one and one-half story wooden houses all at a cost of $900 each in the same
vicinity. The house at 1795 Wabash was one of these small workers' cottages with
pitched roof and Eastlake detail. Although the house is covered with asphalt
siding, its Eastlake detail is still visible. The entrance is on the north side
of the house. 1Its porch post bears a resemblance to table legs and row of spindles
“form an openwork frieze beneath the slope of the porch. Its decorative verge board
paneis contain a grid of round knob-l1ike configurations in the frieze panel. The
pair of windows on the north side of the front facade have the knob in the panels
above. Tne lower part of the frontal gable is shingled. The house at 1795 Wabash
is unigue in it retention of most of its exterior detail.

2245 Wabash, Joseph H. Esterling House, 1864

Joseph H. Esterling, the first owner of this house, was a carpenter and
contractor of Prussian heritage. Members of this family resided here until 1954.

As a result, there has been very little alteration to the original floor plan and
-architectural features.

A significant event in the westward expansion of Corktown was the arrival
of the street railroad on Michigan Avenue in 1863, one year before the £sterling
House was built. The Esterl1ng House is a fine examp?e of a single-family Ita11anate
‘residence. The structure is sheathed in clapboard and has Italianate "eyebrow"
+7indow hoods, small eave brackets, a porch with elongated columns, and a bay window

containing 1'pper panes with rounded corners. The house 15 entered through a hand-
some set of double doors with a transom above.
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2250 Wabash, 18%0, Hess & Raseman, architects

Anton Michenfelder, president of the Bavarian B
the Detroit architectural firm of Hess & R
estimated construction cost of $5,000.
buildings in Corktown. The partnership
continued through 1891. Raseman had a p
designed several Detroit breweries, thus
F. J. J. McHugh, a physician, and James S
the first occupants of this building.

rewing Company, commissioned

aseman to design this duplex, at an

It is one of the few architect-designed

of Hess & Raseman was formed in 1885 and

enchant for industrial buildings, having
his possible connection to Michenfelder.

cott, awning and tent manufacturer, were.

This brick duplex is two stories tall on a high basement. An entrance for
each half is located on the outer, recessed section of the front facade, and to
the side of the entrances are groupings of slightly bowed first story windows.
Continuous brownstone sills run along the first and second stories. All orna-.
mental detail on the building is of brick, such as the denticulation, voussoirs
above the windows, and the short brick pilasters all along the front facade at

the attic Tevel. The use of brick and the high attic contribute to the massive
appearance of this well-composed building.

"RECOMMENDATION: The Historic Designation Advisory Board recommends that the
City Council establish the Corktown Historic District with the design treatment

level of conservation. A draft ordinance for the estabiishment of the district
is attached for the consideration of City Council.
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