
STAFF REPORT: 11-13-2019 MEETING                             PREPARED BY: J. ROSS 
ADDRESS: 150 BAGLEY  
HISTORIC DISTRICT: ADJACENT TO GRAND CIRCUS PARK  
APPLICANT: EMMETT MOTEN   
 
UNITED ARTISTS THEATER DEMOLITION/REHABILITATION  

• The building located at 150 Bagley is known as the United Artist Theater.  It was erected in 1928 
and was designed by C. Howard Crane, architect of several historic-age theatres in Detroit.  The 
current storefront at the multi-story office tower was installed in 1960 

• The applicant has submitted the attached documentation to the Detroit Historic District 
Commission as required by Detroit City Code, Chapter 21 “History” because the building located at 
150 Bagley is adjacent to the Grand Circus Park Local Historic District  

• See the attached, which indicates that current project proposes the following: 
o  The demolition of the theatre wing and rotunda connector  
o The expansion of the existing parking/paved area within the footprint of the theatre wing 
o The installation of a “memorial plaza” and “pocket park” within the footprint of the theatre 

wing 
o The erection of a service area enclosure    
o The replacement of the existing 1960s International Style storefront with a new storefront  
o Rehabilitation of the high-rise office tower.  

• The applicant has submitted an application to the City of Detroit for approval to establish an 
Obsolete Property Rehabilitation District and a Neighborhood Enterprise Zone at the property 

• The applicant is seeking Historic Preservation Tax Credits to support the project  
• The applicant is also seeking funds from the United States Department of Housing and Urban 

Development to support the project. The expenditure of any such funds will require that the project 
be reviewed for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 

 
GRAND CIRCUS PARK LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT  

• The Grand Circus Park Historic District was locally designated in 2001 
• The City of Detroit designated the district in recognition of Grand Circus as “…one of 

downtown Detroit’ s major open spaces which contains significant historic landscape features 
and public monuments.” The buildings within the district “…form a rim around Grand Circus 
Park. The result is an open-air drawing room for the city, defined by the open space and the 
structures which form a non-continuous wall at its edges.”  

• The City also determined that the district is significant because it remains as “…a collection of 
early twentieth century commercial buildings by noted architects including Albert Kahn, C. 
Howard Crane, George Post and Smith Hinchman & Grylls; for its Gothic Revival Church by 
Gordon W. Lloyd; and as the hub for the social, cultural and business activities that took place 
during the early decades of dynamic growth of the City of Detroit as the automobile-
manufacturing capitol of the world”  

• The National Park Service (NPS) listed the Grand Circus Park Historic District in the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in 1995. Please see the NRHP district boundaries, which 
include the United Artists Theater Building/150 Bagley  

• The boundaries of the Local historic district are slightly different from the National Register 
Historic district boundaries. Specifically, 150 Bagley was not included in the local district’s 
boundary, although it is included within the boundaries of the National Register district.  

 
STAFF OBSERVATIONS   



• The project will result in the rehab of the building’s commercial tower 
• The parking lot to the rear of the property is expansive and represents the most significant break in 

the building wall /”rim” around Grand Circus Park 
• The demolition of the theatre will increase the expanse of open/paved parking area that opens onto 

Grand Circus Park  
• The project will result in the removal of a yet another mid-century storefront from Grand Circus 

Park NRHP District.  
• The HDC’s role in providing comment to the Mayor and City Council is to determine the 

“…demonstrated effect of the proposed development…” on the adjacent Grand Circus Park Local 
Historic District 

. 
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BUILDING TO BE
RESTORED/RENOVATED

EXISTING ASPHALT
PAVED PARKING LOT
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EXISTING TERRA COTTA TO
REMAIN - REPAIR/REPLACE
PANELS AS REQUIRED

EXISTING
BRICK VENEER
TO REMAIN

NEW BRICK VENEER TO
MATCH EXISTING FROM
LEVEL 5 TO PARAPET

NEW COMPOSITE STONE
TO MATCH EXISTING
TERRA COTTA

ALL NEW
WINDOWS TO
MATCH HISTORIC
CHARACTER

NEW BRICK VENEER AND
WINDOWS IN THIS AREA
TO MATCH EXISTING

NEW COMPOSITE STONE
TO MATCH EXISTING
TERRA COTTA

NEW STOREFRONT
SYSTEM, TYPICAL AT
FIRST FLOOR

NEW STOREFRONT
SYSTEM, TYPICAL AT
FIRST FLOOR

EXISTING TERRA
COTTA TO REMAIN -
REPAIR/REPLACE
PANELS AS REQUIRED

NEW TERRA COTTA
TO MATCH EXISTING

EXISTING TERRA COTTA TO
REMAIN - REPAIR/REPLACE
PANELS AS REQUIRED

NEW ELCTRICAL VAULT
BUILING WITH
DECORATIVE CONCRETE
BLOCK EXTERIOR



NEW ELCTRICAL VAULT
BUILDING WITH
DECORATIVE CONCRETE
BLOCK EXTERIOR

EXISTING
BRICK VENEER
TO REMAIN

ALL NEW
WINDOWS TO
MATCH HISTORIC
CHARACTER

NEW BRICK VENEER
TO MATCH EXISTING

NEW STOREFRONT
SYSTEM

EXISTING TERRA
COTTA TO REMAIN -
REPAIR/REPLACE
PANELS AS REQUIRED

EXISTING TERRA
COTTA TO REMAIN -
REPAIR/REPLACE
PANELS AS REQUIRED

NEW ELCTRICAL VAULT
BUILDING BEYOND

ALL NEW WINDOWS TO MATCH
HISTORIC CHARACTER

EXISTING TERRA
COTTA TO REMAIN -
REPAIR/REPLACE
PANELS AS REQUIRED



OWNER AND OWNER'S DIRECT CONSULTANTS:

FINANCIAL/APPRAISER

JPS & ASSOCIATES, INC.

319 N. MAIN, SUITE 100

SPRINGFIELD, MO 65806

ATT: JEFF SMITH

PHONE: (417) 882-4208

BAGLEY DEVELOMENT GROUP

550 FORT STREET

DETROIT, MI 48226

PHONE:

OWNER / DEVELOPER

EXTERIOR ENVELOPE &

STRUCTURAL EVALUATION

WALKER CONSULTANTS

525 AVIS DRIVE, SUITE 1

ANN ARBOR, MI 48108

PHONE:

CONSTRUCTION MAGAGMENT TEAM AND CM DIRECT CONSULTANTS:

HOBBS + BLACK ASSOCIATES, INC.

100 N. STATE STREET

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 48104

PHONE: (734) 663-4189

FAX: (734) 663-1770

ARCHITECT / INTERIOR DESIGN

DESIGN ASSIST - MECHANICAL HVAC

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

FINISH HARDWARE CONSULTANT

ALLEGION, PLC

44704 HELM STREET

PLYMOUTH, MI 48170

PHONE:  (734) 456-5324

CIVIL ENGINEER

L. S. BRINKER

53633 MICHIGAN AVE., SUITE 300

DETROIT, MI 48216

PHONE:  (313) 897-9130

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT TEAM:

DESAI NASR CONSULTING ENGINEERS

6765 DAY ROAD

WEST BLOOMFIELD, MI 48322

PHONE: (248) 932-2010

MEP ENGINEER

STRATEGIC ENERGY SOLUTIONS, INC.

23237 WOODWARD AVENUE

FERNDALE, MI 48220

PHONE:  (248) 399-1900

CHRISTMAN COMPANY

3011 W. GRAND BLVD., SUITE 200

DETROIT, MI 48202

DESIGN ASSIST - PLUMBING DESIGN ASSIST - ELECTRICAL

SPALDING DEDECKER

905 SOUTH BLVD. EAST

ROCHESTER HILLS, MICHIGAN 48307

PHONE:  (248) 844-5400

GREAT LAKES MECHANICAL

3800 MAPLE STREET

DEARBORN, MICHIGAN 48126

EDGEWOOD ELECTRIC, LLC

3633 MICHIGAN AVENUE #100

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48216

BEN WASHINGTON & SONS, INC.

7116 TIREMAN AVENUE

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48204

PHONE:PHONE:  (313) 581-1400 PHONE:

KIDORF PRESERVATION CONSULTING

451 E. FERRY STREET

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48202

PHONE:

HISTORICAL CONSULTANT

GREEN MIP

McNEELY BUILDING GROUP LLC

20191 WEST WHIPPLE DRIVE

NORTHVILLE, MI 48167

ATT: KEVIN McNEELY

PHONE:

DESIGN & ENGINEERING CONSULTANT TEAM:
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