
REPORT: 11-13-2019 MEETING   PREPARED BY: J. ROSS 
APPLICATION NUMBER: 19-6544 
ADDRESS: 4865 CORTLAND  
HISTORIC DISTRICT: RUSSELL WOODS SULLIVAN 
OWNER: DETROIT LANDBANK AUTHORITY 
DATE OF STAFF VISIT: 11-6-2019 
SCOPE: EMERGENCY DEMOLITION    

EXISTING CONDITIONS 
As per the Detroit City Assessor’s Office, the building which was located at 4865 Cortland was erected in 
1924. Please see the attached photos and Google Earth Streetview which indicate that the home was two-
stories in height and was clad with buff brick at the first story and vinyl siding at the second story. 
Windows were vinyl double-hung and single-hung units. A review of the property’s designation slide and 
HDC property file indicated that the siding and windows present at the time of designation. The building 
featured a side-gabled, gambrel roof which was topped with a shed-roof, full-width dormer at the front 
elevation roof surface. A review of Google Earth Streetview indicates that the building’s roof began to cave 
in sometime between 2016 and 2019.  

Please see the attached documents, which indicate that the building suffered a recent fire which rendered 
the premises “…structurally unsound, unsafe, dangerous…” and in “…imminent danger of collapse.” 
Therefore on September 9, 2019, the Director of the Detroit Building, Safety, Engineering, and 
Environmental Department issued an Emergency Demolition Order for the building.  

As per Detroit, Michigan - Code of Ordinances, PART IV – Detroit City Code, Sec. 21-2-74. – 
Emergency issuance: 

Where it is determined by the Director of the Buildings, Safety Engineering, and Environmental 
Department that work is immediately necessary for the protection of public health and safety, the 
Buildings, Safety Engineering, and Environmental Department may issue a permit for the 
necessary work and shall immediately notify the Historic District Commission of that action. 

The permit for the demo was issued on September 18, 2018 and the building has since been demolished. 

https://library.municode.com/mi/detroit/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=10649
https://library.municode.com/mi/detroit/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIVDECO


4865 Cortland:
Designation Slide



Google Earth Image, 2009 Google Earth Image, 2016



Google Earth Image 2019, prior to demolition 
showing collapsing roof
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