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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 April 23, 2015

3 About 3:03

4           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Good afternoon.

5           AUDIENCE:  Good afternoon.

6           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I think we are now on.  I

7 hear the sound.  Welcome to the weekly meeting of the

8 Board of Police Commission.  I'm am your Chair, Willie

9 Bell, from District 4.  And it's good to see all your

10 smiling faces this afternoon here at the Public Safety

11 facility.  I almost wanted to say headquarters, but

12 it's no longer 1300 Headquarters, but this is a great

13 facility to host the meeting.

14           I'm going to ask if Commissioner Donnell

15 White would bless us with an opening prayer.

16            (Prayer from Commissioner White.)

17           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Amen.  Thank you,

18 Commissioner White.  And to my immediate left is one of

19 my favorite Assistant Chiefs, who needs no

20 introduction --

21           A.C. DOLUNT:  Not here apparently.

22           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  -- Dolunt.  It's always

23 good to see him sitting in for Chief James E. Craig.

24 So as you can see he's quite busy as always.  So it's

25 good to have the Assistant Chief the in house.
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1           I'm going to ask our Board Secretary,

2 Mr. George Anthony, to introduce the Commissioners for

3 roll call.

4           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Mr. Chair, for the

5 record, George Anthony, Secretary to the Board.

6 Commissioner Lisa Carter?

7           COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Present.

8           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Willie E.

9 Burton?

10           COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Present.

11           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Reginald

12 Crawford?

13           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Present.

14           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Eva Garza

15 Dewaelsche?

16           COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Present.

17           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Conrad

18 Mallett?

19                    (No response.)

20           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Ricardo R.

21 Moore?

22           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Present.

23           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Richard

24 Shelby asked to be excused, and also Commissioner

25 Jessica Taylor asked to be excused.
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1           Commissioner Edgar Vann?

2           COMMISSIONER VANN:  Present.

3           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Donnell R.

4 White?

5           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Present.

6           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Mr. Chair, you have a

7 quorum of eight Commissioners.

8           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.  If you

9 would take this opportunity to introduce the staff of

10 the Board we would appreciate it.

11           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Well, seated in the

12 audience we have from the Office of the Chief

13 Investigator Senior Investigator Charlotte Jones; to my

14 right is Mr. Robert Brown from our office; Sergeant

15 Alan Quinn recording our proceedings; and Ms. Elizabeth

16 Koller from Hanson Court Reporting Service is taking

17 the transcript.  That completes the introductions.

18           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.  Moving

19 right into the Agenda for this afternoon's meeting, the

20 Chair would entertain a motion to approve the agenda

21 for this afternoon's meeting.

22           COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  So move.

23           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Supported.

24           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been properly moved

25 and second.  Ready for the question, those in favor?
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1           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

2           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

3 carries.

4           The next item on the agenda would be the

5 approval of the minutes from Thursday, April 16th,

6 2015.  What is your pleasure in reference to a motion

7 to that effect?

8           COMMISSIONER BURTON:  So move.

9           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Second.

10           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been properly moved

11 and second.  Ready for the question, those in favor,

12 aye?

13           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

14           COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

15 carries.

16           We have joining us, our Attorney to the Board

17 Linda Barnard, for the record.  Thank you, ma'am.

18           Next item would be the Chair reporting out.

19 I just want to say briefly that the Chair and Chief

20 Investigator Pamela Davis-Drake had an opportunity to

21 interact with the graduating class this past Friday

22 morning and it was a good session with the class.

23           They was quite active and we did a PowerPoint

24 presentation in reference to the Board of Police

25 Commission and also Office of the Chief Investigator,
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1 that was the main thrust, and it was good dialog, good

2 in terms of questions and more so in the past class and

3 to enlighten them to the role of the Board of Police

4 Commission and history and our goals and objectives;

5 and also the OCI, Office of Chief investigator in

6 reference to our main focus in terms of handling

7 complaints.  There was a great deal of interest in

8 terms of that type of dialog so that went extremely

9 well.

10           The next opportunity I had in reference to

11 representing the Board was at Northwest Activity

12 Center, and that was a kickoff for victims assistance

13 program for the week.  And that was well attended in

14 terms of victims and concerns and the Chief and the

15 whole process, and the Council President; and released

16 some balloons and some of the victims had the

17 opportunity to speak and, so it was a good interaction

18 in reference to that type of support for our victims.

19           As you well know that's something that's

20 ongoing.  I'm pretty sure that maybe Assistant Chief

21 might want to elaborate or other staff a little bit

22 later on in reference to that particular thrust.

23           The next item would be...Training is going to

24 be rescheduled for another date and time and we're

25 looking for that type of interaction.



4/23/20154/23/2015

Page 8

1           So Assistant Chief, you have the floor?

2           A.C. DOLUNT:  Thank you.  Assistant Chief

3 Dolunt, through the Chair, I have a couple things

4 actually.  Number one, I'm glad you like me because the

5 Tigers are not going to hire me as their relief

6 pitcher.  I threw out the first pitch yesterday and

7 unfortunately Quinn taped it and I did not bounce to

8 the plate, but I have been ridiculed for the last

9 24 hours about that.  So if you need a laugh look at

10 that.  That's the first thing.

11           The second thing, yesterday we had a tragic

12 scene where we had to do a well-being check on a

13 possible person with a mental disorder.  The Officers

14 responded.  They couldn't gain entry.  They called the

15 Fire Department which is normal procedure.  They

16 breached the first door of the family flat.  No

17 problems.  The second door as they breached it, the

18 individual came out armed with a -- I believe a knife

19 and meat cleaver, went after the Fire Fighter.

20           The Officers had to take action.  He was shot

21 twice.  He's critical right now.  Hopefully he lives.

22 He has a mental disorder.  There's nothing you can do

23 about that -- well, you could do things about that,

24 there's just no money.

25           Fire Fighter was visibly shaken; really had a
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1 tough time and he was in tears talking to the Chief

2 thanking him for the respond of the Officers.  We

3 actually talked to the daughter of the individual who

4 was shot and said you had no choice.  And she said

5 that's the first time ever -- family members said you

6 had no choice because it was tight quarters and he came

7 at him.

8           It meant a lot to us as a Department

9 considering what's been happening nationwide.  Police

10 Departments are under a lot scrutiny.  Luckily, I think

11 so far we've been blessed.  We haven't had too many bad

12 incidents/instances.  And we also have, I think, a

13 better rapport with our community than some other

14 Departments.  And I think for everyone in the room and

15 everyone in the City they're supporting the Chief and

16 he's supporting us and you guys as a whole.  By "guys"

17 I mean, the men and women of the City of Detroit.

18           So I want to thank you for that because it

19 means a lot to us.  There's a lot of you scrutiny.  You

20 see what happened in Inkster.  Both of those

21 individuals, the one Officer and Chief are former

22 Detroit Officers and it's unfortunate what happened.  I

23 want the justice system to do what it has to do.

24           Today at role call -- excuse me, at the

25 CompStat Meeting, I told everyone that we need to have
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1 a -- hold ourselves to a higher standard.  Everyone has

2 a camera.  It's not a crime to use a camera.  We

3 shouldn't have to use a camera if we're doing

4 everything right.

5           Even last night we arrested a Warren Police

6 Lieutenant downtown for obstructing.  But a lot of

7 people don't understand just because you wear a badge

8 doesn't give you immunity.  You are held to the same

9 standard, actually a higher standard than the average

10 citizen.

11           If you're carrying a gun you have a lower

12 threshold as far as alcohol than the average

13 individual.  Which one drinking, depending on your

14 size, you're violating the law if you're carrying a

15 gun.

16           So let's be mindful that in the use of force

17 in the way they arrest people and their demeanor

18 because they represent the Department.  We've had

19 several instances recently, the Officer who fired shots

20 in Ray Township at the house.  We've had a couple

21 Officers indicted, allegations, fraud.  It's looks bad

22 the allegations.  So we need to watch ourselves.

23 Hopefully they got the message.  Okay.

24           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Thank you,

25 Assistant Chief.  Any comments or questions for the
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1 Assistant Chief?  Yes, sir.

2           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  Through

3 the Chair, on that note, and my prayers go out to the

4 family of the individual who was shot yesterday.

5           Also, another issued that occurred I guess it

6 was last week on Covington Street which is in my

7 district, the 3rd District, as was reported in the

8 media that there were some four or five police runs to

9 a particular house.

10           And I do realize there is an investigation

11 ongoing on at this time and I respect the integrity of

12 that investigation.  My concern is I really want to

13 know what happened out there and as to what's going to

14 be done about that.  And this was just for those who

15 don't know, this individual who was deceased in a house

16 and what was reported in the media that for a day and a

17 half there were four police runs by one car.  And I

18 guess the fifth run was a different car that actually

19 entered the dwelling and found this individual and I

20 guess the preliminary was he died of natural causes.

21           I have great concern about that.  And I do

22 understand the integrity of some of the investigations.

23 But also, too, the issue of, I guess, there was

24 whistleblower in that incident, which I don't take

25 issue with.  Matter of fact, I support those who are,
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1 want to stand up and speak out and tell the truth and

2 expose some things when -- particularly when they're

3 criminal, but also most importantly when, if indeed, in

4 this case, there may be some procedural issues that may

5 have been violated.  So I just look forward to once

6 this investigation is completed.

7           And, also, too, from a personal note, because

8 I did work the 4th Precinct back in the late 90's.  I

9 did a little short stint there.  And Officer Mendez,

10 there were those of us that let's just say suspected;

11 some of us that knew of things that were going on and

12 they were Officers back then that stood up and as a

13 result of that Mendez and I believe it was seven other

14 Officers were indicted.  Unfortunately, there wasn't

15 any conviction.  And here we are years later with what

16 has occurred in Inkster.

17           So in terms of Officers they don't have to

18 snitch, just tell when things occurred that are -- what

19 they suspect where other Officer have engaged in some

20 wrongdoing particularly criminal, so.

21           A.C. DOLUNT:  Okay.  As far as the

22 whistleblower my thing is this, if there's an issue

23 tell your boss first.  Don't run to the media.  I

24 was -- if I was a family member of that individual, I'd

25 be highly upset.  As you know, from being on the job,
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1 we have a protocol.  And if a situation where you force

2 the door, you call for a supervisor.  That unit from my

3 understanding from what I've read in the paper, didn't

4 do that on three separate occasions I believe, three or

5 four.

6           And another unit came and thought, hum, maybe

7 we should do protocol and they did and found the

8 individual deceased.  I'm very disturbed by that.  I

9 don't have results.  It's an internal investigation.

10 It's not criminal.  I'm disturbed by that and they're

11 going to be counseled on what -- I have a feeling there

12 may be some things to be addressed there because it

13 shouldn't -- for two reasons, number one, it shouldn't

14 be -- I shouldn't be blind sided by the news media.

15 And I talked to the reporter and he's talked to me on

16 numerous occasions on different occasions.

17           And I will pursue things the media needs to

18 know because things should not be tried in the media.

19 Whether you're charged or you're indicted everyone

20 whether you're a Police Officer or civilian has a right

21 to a fair trial.

22           So to condemn the Officers on Covington

23 without talking to us I thought was not so cool.  And I

24 addressed that with -- and I'm friend with the reporter

25 and we talked and we had it out.  Because if I recall
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1 there were four articles that came out that day.  So,

2 we are going after it and once the investigation report

3 is complete I'm sure we will let you guys know what's

4 going on, the Board know what's going on.

5           COMMISSIONER VANN:  Mr. Chair?

6           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

7           COMMISSIONER VANN:  If I may, I'd like to

8 talk about something a little bit different, even

9 though this is a very poignant discussion.  I had some

10 concern about the closing of cases and some of the --

11 and I know they're ongoing investigations about them,

12 whether it be the multiple shooting in the barber shop

13 on East Seven Mile, whether it be the Paige Stalker

14 case, whether it be Judge Berg, my neighbor, part of my

15 district.  I haven't heard very much about progress in

16 the closing of some cases that, of course, are in the

17 public eye.

18           And I'm just wondering, I'm not asking for

19 any proprietary information publicly, I'm just saying

20 what seems to be closure rate of cases?  I know we're

21 saying that crime is down, that may not be the

22 perception that a lot of people have but -- in their

23 communities because population is down too, so all of

24 that's relative.

25           But I'd like to know about the cases and
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1 their closing and whether or not we're actually closing

2 some of these cases because that's another thing that

3 helps people in the community to feel a sense of

4 safety.

5           A.C. DOLUNT:  Actually, we did a study as far

6 as crime being down commensurate with the population of

7 the City and it was pretty close.  Unfortunately, a lot

8 of the criminals stayed.  Most of the criminals don't

9 leave.  They stay here when they get out of jail.

10 Recidivism.

11           You're right as far as the Judge Berg case

12 and the Feds are working on it with us, as they are

13 with the Paige Stalker case of $150,000 and $50,000 for

14 Judge Berg.  Money's not making people talk

15 unfortunately.  I can tell you in the Paige Stalker,

16 oh, I've got five different people that have identified

17 the shooter and that's great.  There's only one

18 shooter.  People want money.  That's unfortunate.  We

19 still pursuing several leads on Justice Berg.  The

20 thing that I found good this week was the serial

21 rapist.

22           SPEAKER:  Yes.

23           A.C. DOLUNT:  This young man back in '08/'09

24 when he was 14-years-old, I'm told committed two rapes

25 of innocent victims and was sent away to a juvenile
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1 justice facility and recently was released and

2 allegedly he did more.

3           And it was because our Officers were out

4 there and made a routine traffic stop on the Eastside.

5 These alleged sexual assault cases happened on the

6 Westside and the individual fled.  We caught him.

7           There was no allegation of us beating him up

8 or anything.  And here's a man who -- and he's 21, he's

9 a man, preyed on these young victims.  In one

10 particular case, three young ladies at a gas station.

11 They did nothing wrong and he took advantage of them.

12 And we're able to catch him.

13           So, do we catch everything?  No.  I can

14 probably bring -- I don't have it with me, I don't

15 think I do, I could bring you the clearance rates to

16 the next meeting and I can tell you by Precinct, we're

17 pretty open about that, whether it's homicide, armed

18 robbery, unarmed robbery, home invasion, one or two,

19 and I can show you.  Chief has no problem being open

20 with that.  And so I understand there's concern for

21 other cases that we don't solve.

22           We've solved some pretty goods one and our

23 guys are kicking some butt out there, not literally,

24 what I mean, don't take that the wrong way -- hear it

25 from the media, that's not a direct because I don't
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1 mean that.  I mean, they're working hard with the

2 limited resources we have to do what we can do.

3           In fact, today we asked a question about a

4 finger print.  We just arrested a guy for home invasion

5 on a fingerprint.  It took six months to get the

6 results.  This isn't CSI when you get -- and he's in

7 jail by the end of the hour.  It takes diligence and

8 hard work.  So, if you'd like, I can get that stuff for

9 you by next week.  It's no problem.

10           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Commissioner

11 Crawford?

12           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes.  Through the

13 Chair, I had another question, as a matter of fact,

14 since the prosecutor she closed another case too, it

15 was pertaining to the Officers that was on the task

16 force, one from Grosse Pointe, the other one was from

17 Hamtramck Police Department.

18           A.C. DOLUNT:  That's Highland Park.

19           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Well, Highland Park,

20 prior to that Hamtramck, then Southgate.

21           A.C. DOLUNT:  Oh, yeah.  I'm sorry.  It

22 wasn't the --

23           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  But you're absolutely

24 correct, it was Highland Park.  He worked for a number

25 of departments prior.  There was a question that was
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1 asked by Commissioner Moore, I believe a couple times

2 at the table.  I mentioned in terms of a reference of

3 memorandum of understanding pertaining to task force in

4 terms of I guess more or less an operational agreement,

5 supervisory -- who's supervising -- what agency

6 supervises the task force, albeit, the agency such as

7 Detroit because I guess some of the task, you know, we

8 have members of different agencies who are on a task

9 force but in terms of knowledge as to who's supervises

10 that task force, and also I guess what's the mission

11 statement of the task force.  We have yet to receive

12 any Memorandum of Understanding from Detroit Police

13 Department.  It was asked for.

14           A.C. DOLUNT:  I'm sorry.  I thought we got

15 that to you.  I just read it a couple days ago.  They

16 resubmitted it.  They wanted the Chief to look at it

17 and legal advisors to look at.  Because it's a Grosse

18 Pointe Park Grant, they have fiduciary.  I believe we

19 have two members on that.

20           In talking to the Officer in charge of the

21 Commercial Auto theft section, he thinks it's very

22 viable.  He thinks it's worthwhile being on that task

23 force.  We have our own.  I will have to talk to the

24 Chief again to see how he wants to proceed on that.

25           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.
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1           A.C. DOLUNT:  On the surface, it looks good,

2 but things can always be better.  So, I'll put that

3 down, too, for next week.

4           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  And also

5 ending on a good note in terms of how hard the Officers

6 are working.  As we speak, I have drug dealing going on

7 in front of my house.

8           A.C. DOLUNT:  That's a good thing?

9           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  No, no, I'm just

10 saying I'm getting to the part of --

11           A.C. DOLUNT:  Good.

12           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  It's called "phone

13 dope" because as I've been witnessing and my neighbors

14 and I've mobilized my neighbors, too, recently.  A

15 couple days ago I noticed there was a lot of activity,

16 individuals driving up, parking at the curb.  Buyers

17 are white, sellers are black.

18           And I went to over the Ninth Precinct a

19 couple days ago, the Dayshift Lieutenant that was on

20 duty was very receptive.

21           A.C. DOLUNT:  Sabatini.

22           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Sabatini, yes, sir.

23           A.C. DOLUNT:  He's good.

24           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  And also all the

25 Officers there.  They took the information.  I was
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1 given to a Sergeant Winters.  Within hours, the

2 vehicle --

3           A.C. DOLUNT:  Wethers.

4           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Wethers, I'm sorry.

5           A.C. DOLUNT:  Good, too.

6           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir, my mistake.

7 And within hours they were arrests made.  There was a

8 vehicle, the vehicle that I gave them the description

9 of, within a few hours, three or four hours after that

10 there was an arrest made, a vehicle, small vehicle

11 chase, foot chase, an arrest made, some narcotics

12 found, vehicle impounded, the process will probably

13 take them to a forfeiture.

14           However, and I'm patient because I know it

15 wasn't just one individual or a few individuals in a

16 few different cars.  But at 1:05 today there was

17 another vehicle.  Of course, I forwarded that

18 information to the Sergeant via text.  So I just want

19 to commend them, the Ninth Precinct, the Sergeant, and

20 everyone else that was involved in that how quickly

21 that issue was resolved.  But it hasn't really been

22 resolved as of this date, but I'm patient and I know it

23 takes time, so.

24           A.C. DOLUNT:  Thank you.

25           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  They did a great job.
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1           A.C. DOLUNT:  Thank you.  I'll let them know

2 that.

3           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Thank you.

4           A.C. DOLUNT:  Thank you.

5           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Any other questions or

6 comments from the Board?

7           I just want to thank Commissioner Vann and

8 Commissioner Crawford for raising those issues and

9 concerns and also Assistant Chief in terms of his

10 response.  We need to keep in mind that a Officer is

11 innocent until proven guilty, and that's something that

12 in law enforcement we know about all the issues in the

13 community and the media.  But basically the system

14 takes time to work itself out.

15           We want the same due process that any citizen

16 is entitled to.  But we are concerned about suspension

17 with pay, suspension without pay, and I agree that's

18 there's been a of history of suspending Officers

19 without pay, you know, so the Chief responded that he

20 weigh all those issues based on the facts and the

21 action itself, so we have to look at that in those

22 terms.

23           I just got one brief question for the

24 Assistant Chief.  The Chief mentioned about we raised

25 the issue I guess three or four weeks ago, the Chief
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1 responded on Sunday about the Cold Case Squad, he was

2 recreating that.

3           Could you perhaps at the next meeting or a

4 future meeting give us some insight in reference to

5 that?

6           A.C. DOLUNT:  I can tell you right now --

7           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.

8           A.C. DOLUNT:  -- what he told me.  I've

9 identified some people to do this.  We have a class

10 graduating May 7th, I believe.

11           MS. OXENDINE:  8th.

12           A.C. DOLUNT:  Or 8th.  Thank you.  I'll go

13 with your date, May 8th.  And we're getting 16 or 17

14 Police Officers out that day and at that time we have

15 to make some moves.  And one of the moves that I was

16 going to make is put a couple people in the Cold Case

17 Squad.

18           We're not going to have a supervisory exam

19 until August 30th, right?

20           SPEAKER:  Correct.

21           A.C. DOLUNT:  I think I'll have a Sergeant

22 there.  I have to pull him away from regular cases.

23 Again, like Commissioner Crawford said, -- like

24 precinct response, robbing Peter to pay Paul.  This is

25 important to the Cold Case Squad so are the sexual
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1 assault kits, so is patrol so is all the

2 counterterrism, everything going on.

3           So this is on my radar because I'm in charge

4 of this and I do have some names that have been

5 submitted and I want to move on that after the

6 graduation.  Unfortunately, it's expensive patrol, but

7 I got to do what I got to do.  How's that for an

8 answer?

9           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  That's right on point.  I

10 think in reference to the victims, you know, crime for

11 a long period of time, we want to have a better

12 relationship --

13           A.C. DOLUNT:  I agree.

14           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  -- with the victims.  So

15 that's something that came out of the press conference

16 and I'm pleased with that type of dialog and pleased

17 that you're acting on it in terms of quickly.  I

18 understand the manpower issue.

19           We want to pause to introduce the Director of

20 Personnel?

21           A.C. DOLUNT:  Oh, Oxendine's here.  Did you

22 want to stand up or not?  Apparently not.  Okay.

23           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Mr. Anthony, we have some

24 other staff members.  I don't know -- I see Supervisor

25 Akbar, but I don't know the other young person in the
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1 back.

2           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Yes, sir.  We have our

3 Supervising Investigator Lawrence Akbar and our Senior

4 Investigator is Melanie White.

5           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And also Commissioner

6 Mallett joined us ten minutes ago.  Good to see you

7 this afternoon, sir.

8           COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  How are you?

9           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  All is well.

10           COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Things are fine.

11 Thank you.

12           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.  And where are

13 we now?  Standing Committee Reports.  Any Standing

14 Committee Reports at this time?

15           I just want to say we're in the process of

16 revamping committee assignments so we can speak to more

17 due diligence in reference to working on the

18 committees.  So the staff met -- I met with Chief

19 Investigator and also the Board Secretary,

20 Administrative Assistant, and the Vice Chair and we

21 talked about the whole process.  So hopefully we'll be

22 reporting out as we interact more so with the

23 committees in terms of responsibility.  So we're

24 looking forward to that.

25           We have a personnel appeal this afternoon,
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1 that would be forthcoming after we have our Oral

2 Communication from the audience.  We'll speak to it at

3 that time.

4           Any New Business at this time?  Any Old

5 Business?  Announcement:  On Thursday, our next meeting

6 will be Thursday, the April 30th, 2015, right here at

7 Detroit Public Safety Headquarter at 3:00 p.m., that's

8 next week Thursday.

9           On May 7th, please take note that we're

10 meeting at East English Village Prep Academy at 5020

11 Cadieux on the eastside of Detroit, the meeting is

12 moved up to the 2:00 p.m.  We will not be convening at

13 three.  We're meeting at two.  And we can focus in on

14 young people in terms of high school students and

15 hopefully their parents and any other concerns.  But

16 it's open to the public.

17           I'm going to ask Commissioner Donnell White

18 to be prepared to be present out in terms of five

19 minutes a dialog to young people because I know his

20 role as Executive Director of the NAACP; you came up

21 through the youth program, if I followed your career.

22           And I think that would be helpful for a young

23 man who understands and still interacting and it was

24 the wisdom of the Board of Directors and President

25 Anthony to see a young man who has continued on that
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1 path in terms of working with the NAACP.

2           And I would ask Bishop Vann to present out in

3 terms of some remarks, too, geared towards that youth

4 movement there because I think we need a spiritual

5 blessing for young people to understand the role that

6 church and parents play a part in their live.

7           So if any other Commissioners want to

8 present.  But most of the program's going to be geared

9 towards allowing the young people to speak to us.  But

10 I do want to work with the agenda where we have

11 something to say, and I want you to participate in

12 reference to that whole process.  So I just identified

13 two in terms of Commissioners, but any others want to

14 take the opportunity, then we're open to that, so.

15           And hopefully in your opening remarks, we

16 give each Commissioner brief remarks in that since.

17 But anything else we need to shape it up.  We're still

18 working on the agenda for that meeting.  So I just want

19 to share that with you in terms of prepping you.  I

20 know you're always ready.

21           On May 14th, is our Community Meeting at the

22 Eighth Precinct, Westminster Church of Detroit at

23 17567 Hubble on the Westside of Detroit, that meeting

24 will be held at 6:30 p.m. as we normally would.  And

25 that is also the week of Police Week.  Is that correct,
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1 Assistant Chief?

2           A.C. DOLUNT:  Yes, sir, because we're having

3 the service on next Friday at St. Mary's.  You're all

4 invited, obviously.

5           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Right.  Thank you.  Okay.

6 If we move right along, it's time for Oral

7 Communications from the audience.  We give you two

8 minutes and please...your name.

9           But I would like to call up first a young

10 lady we met at our last Community Meeting at Galilee

11 Missionary Baptist Church and she wanted to get support

12 for her swimming team.  Is that Mrs. Carolyn Green?

13           MS. GREEN:  Danielle, Danielle Green.

14           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Danielle.  I got the Green

15 right.  Okay.

16           If you would come forward, we want to hear

17 from you.

18           MS. GREEN:  Hello.  First, I want to thank

19 the Police Department and the Commission for honoring

20 me and my grandmother on April 9th.  Good afternoon,

21 ladies and gentlemen.  My name is Danielle Green.  This

22 is my grandmother, Mrs. Carolyn Green, and advocate for

23 the Detroit Recreational Swim Team.

24           And we stand before each and every one of you

25 today on behalf of the swim team in need of buses to
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1 travel to North Carolina the weekend of Memorial Day.

2 Now, we're not just talking about swim -- oh, and we

3 leave on that Thursday night and we return on that

4 Monday.  So the weekend of the 26th through -- no, the

5 22nd through the 26th.

6           Now, we're not just talking about swimmers

7 who just go to meets.  We're talking about swimmers who

8 practice two to three times a day; wake up in the

9 morning before school and practice.  Now, we're not

10 only dedicated but when we compete we come in the top

11 ten of thousand of swimmers and hundred of teams.

12 These swimmers from Detroit are confident, motivated to

13 become better.

14           Each one of our swimmers has a stroke that

15 tells something about them.  We don't just swim to get

16 a medal.  We want to make a change.  That's why we have

17 a swimmer that has made Junior Olympics, state

18 championships, zone and sectionals.

19           Now, I know some of you may be thinking,

20 what's zone?  What sectionals?  Well, that's when your

21 time to go out in the state and the city and you go

22 against different cities and different states.  Now,

23 what you don't know is sectionals is next to nationals

24 which is next to the Olympics.

25           Each swimmer has to keep a 2.5 and up GPA or
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1 you can't swim.  Some of our former teammates has

2 received scholarships to different colleges.  One is

3 over our recreational center in Washington, DC, one is

4 a Navy Seal and his mom swears by this program that's

5 how he became a Navy Seal, and one trains the Navy

6 Seals.

7           Each one of these swimmers are achieving more

8 and more as life goes on.  But -- sorry.

9           COMMISSIONER VANN:  Take your time.

10           MS. GREEN:  Each one of these swimmers are

11 achieving more and more as life goes on.  But one thing

12 I can say, no matter what, how old they are, five to

13 25, if they stop they always remember it was Detroit

14 Recreational Swim Team who helped them stay out of

15 trouble because all you had time was for school,

16 practice, and studying.

17           With all that said, I hope you can find a

18 source that can help us find a bus.  We have completed

19 all our funds.  If you any questions or concerns, after

20 the meeting you may talk to my grandmother, Miss

21 Carolyn Green.

22           Now, I know some of you may want to come

23 watch us swim, so July 8th at 8:00 in the morning we'll

24 be swimming the Detroit River for breast cancer.  And

25 God bless you and thank you.
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1                       (Applause.)

2           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

3           MS. GREEN:  Oh, and we will be swimming to

4 Canada and back.

5           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Say again?

6           MS. GREEN:  Three times -- it's a 5K, three

7 miles and a half.  Last year our --

8           A.C. DOLUNT:  Hold on, hold on.  You swim

9 against -- you swim across to Canada?

10           MS. GREEN:  Yes, with the current.

11           A.C. DOLUNT:  Three times?

12           MS. GREEN:  Yes, three miles and a half.

13           A.C. DOLUNT:  God love her.

14           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioners, any

15 questions or concerns in reference to the swimming

16 team?

17           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair, there

18 was some question about funding.  Was there ever a

19 GoFundMe account set up or some type of --

20           MS. GREEN:  Actually with the -- we asked

21 about that, and you're not allow to do that, that's

22 against Detroit policies.  Yes.  Detroit policies.

23 Yeah.

24           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  But you're asking for

25 individual's donations or sponsors or etcetera,
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1 etcetera?

2           MS. GREEN:  Yes, sir, for the bus.  And we

3 leave May 22nd and we return back on May 26th.  So

4 we're leaving that Thursday night and we return that

5 Monday morning, Memorial Day.

6           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Mr. Chair?

7           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

8           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Just a question --

9           MS. GREEN:  I believe they're about 55 kids

10 all together including their parents and coaches.

11           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Do you have a cost of

12 the buses?

13           MS. GREEN:  $5,000.

14           MS. GREEN:  Around that.

15           MS. GREEN:  Around that.

16           MS. BARNARD:  How many buses do you need?

17           MS. GREEN:  I think they was saying two.

18           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Fifty-five people, you're

19 going to need two buses.  Right.

20           MS. GREEN:  Two busses.

21           MS. GREEN:  We'll be blessed if we can get

22 one.

23           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair.

24           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

25           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  If someone wants to mail
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1 in an anonymous donation or something, what would be a

2 mailing address they could send it to?

3           MS. GREEN:  What you can do, I asked about

4 that, and they said if you want to get a bus you can

5 get a bus, keep your, keep your receipt, take it to the

6 City and you would be reimbursed with their lowest bid

7 that they would have received.  So I asked about that.

8           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So if someone wanted to

9 mail you a check where would they mail it to?

10           SPEAKER:  And who would they mail it to?

11           COMMISSIONER BELL:  You can make the check

12 out to --

13           MS. GREEN:  You can make the check out to

14 Detroit Recreation Swim Team.

15           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.

16           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Through the Chair.

17           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

18           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  You can't set up the

19 GoFund page, but can someone set it up for you?

20           MS. GREEN:  They probably could.  They just

21 said we couldn't.

22           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Right.  Okay.

23           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  -- sponsor.

24           MS. GREEN:  Need a sponsor.  Oh, yeah, she's

25 one of the swimmers.  Last year she came in in the open
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1 water swim she was in, she was swimming against Olympic

2 swimmers, masters, college children, and she came in

3 fourth.

4           MS. GREEN:  Fourth, overall.

5           MS. GREEN:  Fourth, overall.  The year before

6 she came in --

7                       (Applause.)

8           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Perhaps we can work out

9 some of the logistics in terms of how we can support

10 this and even make the Department aware of this

11 particular effort in some endeavors.  I don't know the

12 interworkings of it, but perhaps.

13           MS. GREEN:  Police have buses, too.

14           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  We can perhaps talk

15 about it and try to work something out in terms of how

16 we can sponsor.  Somebody might have some expertise in

17 how to coordinate that, so.

18           MS. GREEN:  Okay.  And as I was talking about

19 how the swimmers make zone, I was the first one from

20 the City of Detroit to make zone and I represented the

21 State of Michigan as well.  Our former governor,

22 Granholm, yes, she sent me off, and our former Mayor

23 Kwame Kilpatrick and former Mayor Dave Bing, they both

24 sent me off; and former Mayor Dave Bing he told me to

25 bring something back, which I did.
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1                       (Applause.)

2           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Well, thank you,

3 thank you.

4           MS. GREEN:  These are the two medals from

5 zone, second place, and I don't remember that, fourth

6 place.

7           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Well, thank you.

8           MS. GREEN:  Thank you and God bless.

9           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.  I think it's a

10 worthwhile effort that we should try to be supportive

11 of and once we communicate hopefully we can muster up

12 some type of financial support.  I think it's

13 worthwhile.  Thank you for coming out, Ms. Green and

14 your Granddaughter Danielle.

15           Any others?  Oral -- okay.  Yes.

16           MR. BAKER:  Hey, how you all doing?

17           COMMISSIONERS:  Fine.

18           MR. BAKER:  I'm Willy Baker.  I grew up here.

19 And I just want to really ask, what are some of the

20 efforts everybody's doing to become more like familiar

21 with the areas their protecting, like going forward

22 like getting to know like the people who stay there,

23 and things like that?

24           A.C. DOLUNT:  Though the Chair, Assistant

25 Chief Dolunt.  We have NPOs, Neighborhood Police
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1 Officers, and they go to the business, go to community

2 meetings, we gave them a cell phone from the department

3 and when there's concerns the individuals can call an

4 NPO.

5           What Precinct are you from?

6           MR. BAKER:  I'm actually not from any

7 precinct not right now.

8           COMMISSIONER VANN:  Where do you stay?

9           MR. BAKER:  I stay in Auburn Hills right now.

10           A.C. DOLUNT:  Okay.  Well, when you move here

11 -- or have a business here, I assume?

12           MR. BAKER:  I'm going to move back.

13           A.C. DOLUNT:  Okay.  Each precinct we have

14 Neighborhood Policing Officers.  I believe three in

15 each precinct.  We have certain areas.  You go to the

16 community meeting and they have a phone and you can

17 call them direct and they will touch base with you and

18 interact to you in the community.

19           MR. BAKER:  Is assigned Officers to ever

20 area?

21           A.C. DOLUNT:  Yes, yes, that's their job,

22 that's their job.  You have an abandon vehicle,

23 whatever, you call them.  Okay?

24           MR. BAKER:  Okay.

25           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir, Commissioner



4/23/20154/23/2015

Page 36

1 Crawford.

2           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair,

3 Mr. Baker, you said you're moving back to the City,

4 sir?

5           MR. BAKER:  Yes, sir.

6           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay.  Well, I just

7 want to welcome you back to the City.  Thank you.

8           MR. BAKER:  You're welcome.

9           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Any other audience

10 participation?  Mr. Scott.

11           MR. SCOTT.  Good afternoon.  Thank you,

12 CHAIRPERSON Bell for having this young lady do this and

13 I do know two or three people that have buses, so maybe

14 we can do something, try to assist them in that way.

15           I wanted to ask referring back to something

16 that Commissioner Crawford had mentioned on the record

17 some time ago and that was it related to the

18 multi-jurisdictional task force that's in the

19 Memorandum of Understanding, if there were any in light

20 of the recent Inkster decision and some other things.

21           I would like to revisit that and see if in

22 effect there has been any response to it or will there

23 be relative to Memorandum of Understanding in

24 relationship to the multi-jurisdictional task forces,

25 that's one; and secondly, I'd like to know relative to
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1 the unfortunate shooting that happened with the senior

2 over on the westside yesterday, what are the protocols

3 related to mental health engagement escalation and

4 deescalation.  Because at one time there was discussion

5 and I attended a meeting that was held with the Detroit

6 Police Department and several other agencies where

7 there were discussions about how to deal with the

8 mentally ill.  This is not the first time that a

9 situation like that had occurred.

10           So I'm trying to see what protocols are in

11 place, how are those situations handled.  And those are

12 the two basis questions I have.

13           A.C. DOLUNT:  Okay.  Through the Chair.  I

14 think were you here when we first discussed the NSO

15 with Grosse Pointe Park?

16           MR. SCOTT:  Pardon me.

17           A.C. DOLUNT:  Were you here when we brought

18 up about --

19           MR. SCOTT:  Yeah, Grosse Pointe Park and just

20 --

21           A.C. DOLUNT:  Right.  We brought that up

22 earlier.  I said that we just got the memorandum again

23 this week.  I showed it to the Chief.  He wants a

24 little further looking into it.  We had the Officer in

25 charge of Commercial Auto Theft.  He think it's
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1 worthwhile.  The Chief has not signed off on it yet.

2           We have I believe -- Chuck, one Sergeant, one

3 Officer assigned to the action team, right?

4           SPEAKER:  Yes, sir.

5           A.C. DOLUNT:  Okay.  And they are the

6 fiduciary of that grant and they run it.  And we do

7 think it's worthwhile endeavor, but we'll look at that.

8           The second thing is as far as the individual

9 who shot -- do you want to talk about that?  You missed

10 a good speech.

11           MR. SCOTT:  You always give good speeches.

12           A.C. DOLUNT:  Anyway, what happened was, it

13 was a well-being check, the Officers came and had no

14 response.  It was a two-story flat.  Went to the first

15 door, gained entry -- well, called the Fire Department

16 because they couldn't get in, went in through the first

17 door, still no answer, went to the second door.

18           As they went to the second door he attacked

19 the Fire Fighter with a knife and meet cleaver in a

20 hallway and the Officers had no chance -- they reacted

21 the way they were taught that was to stop the threat,

22 and they did.

23           We talked to the Fire Fighter who was visibly

24 shaken up because he almost lost his life.  And he

25 thanked the Officers for their quick action.  We
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1 actually talked to the daughter at the scene of the

2 individual who was shot, and she said, "You guys had no

3 choice.  My father has mental issues."

4           And unfortunately as we discussed earlier,

5 the state cut out all that stuff -- we just don't have

6 the facilities.  And that's a shame, social issue, and

7 money issue.  I'd rather have that than prisons, but.

8           MR. SCOTT:  Through the Chair, could I ask

9 one question?  I'd like to see if we can revisit the

10 umbrella of social agencies who are dealing with

11 specifically mental health as it challenges especially

12 with the elderly at this point because I know there was

13 discussion about it.

14           And, you know, I understand in terms of the

15 money.  But I think that that situation should give us

16 pause to think about how we handle that in the future.

17 It's unfortunate on all levels.  And, you know, I would

18 be willing to and I'm sure I can pass this along to

19 you, reach out to organizations like NSO and others who

20 do have grants currently, what they're doing, those

21 kinds of things.  But I think it will be worthwhile to

22 interface with the first responders.

23           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  We don't have any problem

24 with entertaining that, revisiting that particular

25 issue, mentally ill.  But we need to understand a man
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1 with a gun and a life was threatened so the Officer

2 responded to a man with a gun, you know, with a knife

3 or whatever it is under those circumstance.  So you

4 have to weigh in on it regardless of one's mental

5 state.  A man with a gun.  And the Officers took

6 action.

7           But I appreciate your remarks and the

8 Assistant Chief responding.  But those issues are very

9 delicate in terms of how you respond.  And some of us

10 are former Officers, been in that position, you know,

11 and sometimes it comes out okay and sometimes you have

12 to take the proper action where a Fire Fighter's life

13 is threatened, and, therefore, he responded.  And those

14 are seconds, instances, that you have to make a

15 decision in terms of utilizing your weapon.

16           But I appreciate your concern and our concern

17 in reference to how we deal with the mentally ill, you

18 know, but this is a rather unique -- and I'm pretty

19 sure they're going to conduct a thorough investigation

20 by DPD and also the Wayne County Prosecutor's office in

21 terms of any shooting would be reviewed.

22           I'm pretty sure it was devastating to the

23 Officers, to the Fire Fighter, and the family of the

24 victim.  Hopefully, he pulls through.  We're praying

25 for that type of recovery and, therefore, can get the
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1 type of proper help.

2           We have so many instance where people in the

3 community need, you know, help.  But we also have sane

4 people out there that's indulging in certain behavior

5 that they supposed to be sane, you know, so it's a

6 issue, I agree with you.

7           MR. SCOTT:  Sanity is something that hangs

8 like a thread.

9           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's a thin line.

10           MR. SCOTT:  It's not necessary a state of

11 mind.

12           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir, thank you, sir.

13 Okay.

14           Any other comments from the audience?  If

15 not, I think we are at the point in time the Chair

16 would entertain a motion for recess/adjournment to go

17 into a Personnel Appeal which is a closed door session.

18           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Mr. Chair, before we do

19 that --

20           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

21           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  -- there are instructions

22 according to the Open Meetings Act that we should read

23 into the record prior.

24           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Are we prepared to

25 do that?
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1           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Absolutely.

2           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.

3           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  As a public body your

4 meetings are subject to the Open Meetings Act or the

5 OMA.  The OMA defines a meeting as a convening of a

6 public body in which a quorum is present for the

7 purpose of deliberating towards or rendering a decision

8 on a public policy, MCL15.262B.

9           The OMA, however, does allow a public body to

10 call a closed session, one limited to the public body

11 and it's invitees for specific purposes.  Only

12 deliberations may be conducted in close session.  All

13 decisions must be made at a meeting open to the public.

14 While in the close session the Board makes no decision.

15 That must be done on the record.

16           At the Board Meeting on Thursday, April 23rd,

17 2015, unless there is an objection the Board is

18 scheduled to go into closed session to discuss the

19 rejected applications of Mr. Dave Weise and

20 Mr. Abderrazak Boukhatmi.

21           The closed session will be called pursuant to

22 MCL15.268H of the Open Meetings Act, which states in

23 part:  A public body may meet in a closed session to

24 consider material exempt from discussion or disclosure

25 by state of federal statue.  A simple majority vote or
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1 quorum of six is required to close a session for this

2 purpose.

3           Mr. Chair, a motion is in order for a close

4 session.

5           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Board, you heard the

6 reading from the Open Meetings Act by the Board

7 Secretary, Mr. Anthony.  The Chair will entertain a

8 motion to that effect.

9           COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  So move.

10           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Support.

11           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been moved and

12 supported.  Ready for the question:  Those in favor?

13           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

14           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

15 carries.  Thank you.  We stand adjourned.

16            (Brief adjournment at 3:53 p.m.)

17           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Mr. Secretary?

18           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Mr. Chair, I have a

19 approximately 4:55, and it is appropriate for a motion

20 to come back into open session.

21           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  So move.

22           COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Second.

23           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been properly moved

24 and second.  Ready for the question?  Those in favor,

25 aye?
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1           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

2           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed.  Motion

3 carried.  We are reconvened.

4           Ms. Barnard?

5           ATTORNEY BARNARD:  Mr. Chairperson, and

6 members of the Commission, we have now exited closed

7 session regarding Mr. Boukhatmi's application for

8 employment with the Detroit Police Department.

9           My recommendation is that he be allowed to

10 continue in the process.  It's my understanding that

11 the Board can either vote that recommend up or down.

12 And I respectfully request your guidance.

13           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Any other comments

14 from the Director?

15           ATTORNEY BARNARD:  No, sir.

16           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  On that note,

17 Commissioners, you heard the recommendation of Attorney

18 for the Board.  Are we prepared to entertain a motion

19 to respond to her recommendation?

20           COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  I move that the

21 position at the Department, Mr. Chair, be supported.

22           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Second.

23           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been properly moved

24 that position of the Department be supported.

25           Are we really for the question:  Those in
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1 favor?

2           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

3           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

4 pass.  Thank you, Board.  Thank you, thank you, sir.

5 And the Chair, if there's no other business to come

6 before this body --

7           COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Move for adjournment.

8           COMMISSIONER:  Second.

9           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been properly moved

10 and second.  Ready for question:  Those in favor?

11           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

12           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

13 carries.  Thank you for your participation.

14          (The Hearing concluded at 4:57 p.m.)

15
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1                 CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

2

3

4 STATE OF MICHIGAN        )

5                          ) SS

6 COUNTY OF WAYNE          )

7

8                     I, Elizabeth Koller, hereby certify

9 that I reported stenographically the foregoing

10 proceedings and at the time and place hereinbefore set

11 forth; that thereafter the same was reduced to computer

12 transcription under my supervision; and that this is a

13 full, true, complete and correct transcription of said

14 proceedings.

15

16

17                     ______________________________

18                     Elizabeth Koller, CSR 7042,

19                     Notary Public,

20                     Wayne County, Michigan

21 My Commission expires:  June 1, 2018

22

23

24
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