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1                          *  *  *

2           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Good afternoon.

3           COMMISSIONERS:  Good afternoon.

4           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I want to welcome you to

5 the weekly meeting of the Board of Police

6 Commissioners.  As you well know, I don't see any

7 strangers in the house, but I am the chair for 2014 and

8 '15.  And we are going to at this time call the meeting

9 to order.  I'm going to ask Mr. Anthony, the board

10 secretary, to conduct a role call.

11           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

12 For the record, George Anthony, secretary to the board.

13           Vice Chair Lisa Carter.

14           Commissioner Willie E. Burton.

15           COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Present.

16           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Wendell L.

17 Byrd asked to be excused.

18           Commissioner Reginald Crawford.

19           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Present.

20           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Ricardo R.

21 Moore asked to be excused.

22           Commissioner Richard Shelby.

23           COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Present.

24           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Jessica

25 Taylor.
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1           Commissioner Donnell R. White.

2           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Present.

3           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Mr. Chair, you have a

4 quorum of five commissioners.

5           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.  We're going to

6 have five -- I mean, six now.

7           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Yes, I think you're

8 right.

9           (Commissioner Taylor enters meeting.)

10           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  You'll notice Commissioner

11 Taylor always make a grand entrance.  It's good to see

12 you.  And thank you.  And it's good to see Commissioner

13 Shelby too attending the meeting this evening.

14           I'm going to ask commissioner Donnell White

15 to render prayer, if he would be so kind.

16           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  If we could still

17 ourselves.

18           (Invocation given.)

19           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, Commissioner

20 White.

21           Sitting in for the chief is Assistant Chief

22 Steven Dolunt.

23           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Good afternoon.

24           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  As I've stated in the

25 past, he's one of my favorite assistant chiefs.
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1           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  You've got to come

2 up with some better taste.

3           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And would you be so kind

4 to introduce the others that are a part of your staff.

5           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

6 Oh, I'm sorry.

7           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  My staff or his

8 staff?  My staff?

9           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.  I'm sorry.  My

10 mistake.

11           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  LeValley.  That's

12 it.

13           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Mr. Anthony, would you

14 introduce the staff for the Board of Police

15 Commissioners.

16           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, sir.

17 Ms. Aliyah Sabree to my right is our attorney to the

18 board.  Ms. Pamela Davis Drake is our chief

19 investigator seated in the front.  Sergeant Allen Quinn

20 is recording our proceedings.  And Ms. Trisha Houpt

21 from Hanson Court Reporting service is taking a

22 transcript.  That completes the introduction.

23           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, Mr. Anthony.

24 Next order of business would be approval of the agenda

25 for the meeting today on September the 4th at 3:00.  So
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1 what is your pleasure, commissioners?

2           COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  So moved.

3           COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Second.

4           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been properly moved

5 and seconded.  Ready for the question?  Those in favor?

6 Aye.

7           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

8           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

9 carried.

10           Next order of business would be the approval

11 of the minutes from Thursday, August 28th, 2014.  What

12 is your pleasure, commissioners?

13           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  I move for adoption.

14           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I move for

15 clarification or to correct the record.  I believe my

16 statement was last week in reference to Ferguson Police

17 Department's personnel in terms of having 55 police

18 officers and 3 African American.  I believe the record

19 states that the number was 33.  But out of the 55,

20 there are only 3 African Americans in the Ferguson

21 Police Department.

22           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  I move for adoption with

23 the noted correction.

24           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those in favor?  Aye.

25           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.
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1           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Opposed?  Motion carried.

2           Thank you, Commissioner Crawford, for that

3 correction.  We would not want the record to continue

4 to show that many African Americans with the Ferguson

5 Police Department.

6           As far as the next item of business would be

7 the chairperson report.  I just want to report out that

8 I had the opportunity on the east side of Detroit, East

9 English Village, my neighborhood across the street from

10 here -- from my house, I had the pleasure of meeting

11 and interacting with the vice president, Joe Biden.

12 That was hosted by William Barlage about three weeks

13 ago, the president of EEV, and also Mayor Duggan,

14 deputy mayors, and others.  It turned out to be a

15 really worthwhile opportunity because he was all about

16 Detroit.  As you know, he spoke at Tiger Stadium that

17 morning for the labor movement and the UAW.  He gave us

18 some background.  But the most important thing, he said

19 that labor has always had his back, and the City of

20 Detroit, the D, is something that they are really being

21 supportive of.  It's the come back city.  And that's

22 why he wanted to take time to see what's involved.

23 He's seen the village.  It was so kind of the mayor to

24 invite him to our neighborhood.  And we all had

25 interaction with him in that 40 minutes or so.  And I
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1 get the impression that he really was down to Earth.

2 So I have shaken the hand that is close to our

3 president, President Obama.  And I just want to say it

4 was such a historic moment for me and for others to

5 have that type of interaction so he can see that we are

6 on the way back.  We are back in the way the trial has

7 gone on.  But the vice president was really upbeat

8 about Detroit.  So he understands the landscape and

9 what has happened in the past.  And I had the newly

10 elected president of the UAW.  I forgot his name.  And

11 Jimmy Hoffa Jr.  I know his name.  Junior was there,

12 among others.  So it was a great interaction for me.

13 And I introduced myself naturally as Commissioner Bell

14 from the District 4.  So he was like okay.  That was

15 great.  I just wanted to share that in terms of

16 reporting.

17           Also, a week ago, I had opportunity to visit

18 City Wide.  Mr. Whitmore is president of City Wide.

19 And that was a great exchange there.  And I have some

20 concern in reference to my encounter and interaction

21 with the police community relation group in the 5th

22 precinct.  I shared those comments.  And we hope we can

23 perhaps work on that in terms of making sure that --

24 there's a tendency to think that we still into district

25 concept, but we are no longer in districts.  We have
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1 moved out to precincts.  And the precinct and the

2 people want to be supportive of their captain and their

3 particular precinct.  There was some resistance to

4 that.  But the majority of people clearly understood

5 and we had the support of Councilman Spivey and

6 Councilman Benson there and the deputy manager.  So

7 that was a good dialogue.  And Captain Bliss; is that

8 correct?

9           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Yes.

10           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  He was very informative

11 and engaging in terms of the people there.  So it was a

12 good opportunity to interact on behalf of the board of

13 commissioners to witness that type of forum and make

14 some suggestion.  And I think they are going to be

15 receptive and the president would want us -- we're

16 going to do some follow up in reference to.  All they

17 need now is the building.  But the precincts are

18 operating and that's what the captain was explaining in

19 terms of his job and the MPO.  So it was a good

20 exchange in terms of people needing that type of -- but

21 they need to know the correct boundaries.  So that was

22 a concern.  It was not clear on that.  I think in the

23 future, next meeting, they're going to have the maps to

24 give them a further understanding of that.  So that

25 basically is my report.
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1           Assistant Chief, on behalf of the Chief of

2 Police, you have the floor.

3           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  I have a few things.

4 Thank you.  I'm Chief Dolunt through the chair.  A

5 couple of things.  This morning we had the nationwide

6 protest on the minimum wage, raising the minimum wage.

7 Approximately 30 people showed up this morning at the

8 McDonalds at Mack and Canyon.  Excuse me.  I take that

9 back.  Approximately 100 people showed up.  We had to

10 arrest, detain 30 individuals.  24 were issued

11 ordinances for disorderly conduct.  6 were arrested on

12 various warrants.  They were peaceful protests, and the

13 only reason they were arrested is because we asked them

14 to get off of the street and they refused.

15           If you're on the east side, Mack is under

16 construction so it's only one lane both ways.

17 Unfortunately, they were blocking traffic so people

18 could not come to or from St. John's Hospital.  At 6:00

19 in the morning we ended up pulling units from

20 throughout the city that were supposed to be focused on

21 the school patrol to handle the influx of arrests.  So

22 while I understand and I appreciate the activists

23 protesting, because without that you can't get the word

24 out, they picked the wrong time of day because the

25 safety of the children was affected.  That was one
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1 thing that bothered me.  Again, they were peaceful and

2 they left, all but 30.  But there was no uses of force

3 so we're good on that.  And, again, just pick a better

4 time that doesn't affect the kids.  That was No. 1.

5           No. 2, we're getting ready for Monday.

6 Monday is a big day down here.  Tigers are in the

7 pennant race.  The Lions have a football game.  So they

8 are not going to drop the Woodward bridge -- they're

9 supposed to drop the bridge over 75 on Monday.  Luckily

10 they're not.  They're going to do it the 19th.  So it's

11 letting traffic egress out of the city.  The Tiger game

12 is at 4:00.  The Lions at 7:30.  They're having a major

13 party in Grand Circus Park, Little Caesars.  They're

14 also having a major party at Campus Martius.  That's

15 going to be Rock Financial.  So we're going to have

16 more people than normal down there.  Sort of beefing up

17 our patrols for traffic because it's huge.  So it's a

18 good thing for the city.  With the M-1 rail, Woodward

19 closed down, it's kind of hard.

20           From 5:00 to 8:00 across from the 6th

21 precinct is Jazz in the Park.

22           A few other things.  Recently it was on the

23 news that we solved a homicide of a French citizen.  We

24 have people in custody.  We just got a letter from the

25 French Embassy asking if they could come and help us on
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1 the case.  So we're going to reply that they can still

2 come, but we solved it.  So that was really good.  It

3 was a high profile case.

4           We had the kidnapping last night of the seven

5 week old.  Yeah.  I don't know why the mother gave the

6 baby to the other woman because she didn't know her

7 that well.  The other woman obviously had some mental

8 issues because she took the baby and told her boyfriend

9 it was theirs.  Apparently she lost a child and was

10 going through some traumatic stress.

11           And this is -- oh, because of the shootings

12 last week on the east side, we changed our restore

13 order.  It was going to be on the west side.  Moved it

14 to the east side.  Effectively shut down crime on the

15 east side on Thursday and Friday.  Unfortunately we had

16 six homicides on the west side.  Based on that, the

17 chief ordered Deputy Chief Darryl Brown to come up with

18 a plan.  He's coming up with a plan to kind of

19 reorganize the gang squad, maybe gain intelligence I

20 should say, and increase their manpower a little bit so

21 it's balanced on both sides and shut these gangs down.

22 The goal is to get below 300 homicides for the first

23 time since the '60s, I believe.  Some of the senior

24 members of the board may remember that.  So we'd like

25 to do that.  And that's the goal, to be below 300.
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1 We're at 197 with 118 days to go.  So it's very

2 possible.

3           Again, before I came in --

4           One other thing before I go there.  Is now

5 the time to address the complaint from the audience

6 last week, or is this not the right time?  We had an

7 individual that had a concern and we addressed it.  Do

8 I do that now, or do I do that later?

9           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I'm sorry?

10           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Last week a young

11 lady came up and she had a complaint and we addressed

12 it.  Do I do that now or later?  I'm not really sure.

13           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Now is okay.

14           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Okay.

15           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

16           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  So this concerned a

17 Ms. Kimberly White.

18           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes.

19           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Okay.  The complaint

20 was regarding the manner in which a report was

21 classified along with a lack of service.  This is from

22 Captain Marlon Wilson.  The officer who generated the

23 report was a new officer who entitled the report as

24 information.  That was wrong.  However, the correct

25 crime classification was entered on the report.  The
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1 report was correctly designated as a crime report.  The

2 report was generated on July 10th.  It was assigned to

3 a sergeant on July 11th.  His office was made aware of

4 the fact that Ms. White was arrested on a cross

5 complaint.  So they immediately notified the

6 investigative operations unit, and the sergeant

7 attempted to contact Ms. White on July 14th.  The

8 sergeant ultimately typed two warrants regarding this

9 matter with Ms. White being listed as the victim.  And

10 both of the warrants were denied by the prosecutor's

11 office.  Per the sergeant, the APA, Barb Smith, did not

12 find Ms. White to be credible.  The sergeant also made

13 further attempts to get this matter resolved for

14 Ms. White.  He personally went to the prosecutor's

15 office and expressed his concern about the incident.

16 The case against Ms. White was adjourned by the court

17 for further review.  The court ultimately held an exam

18 against Ms. White where she was bound over for trial on

19 police assault and felony firearm.  So we did address

20 it, but for whatever reason the prosecutor didn't find

21 her credible.  That was that.

22           Then the last thing, as I was caught by

23 George Hunter of the Free Press -- or The News on the

24 way in about a remark I made this morning at our

25 COMPSTAT meeting.  The remark was this:  Since I've
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1 been assistant chief, I've been encouraging officers to

2 make traffic stops.  Traffic Stops.  Not arrests.  Not

3 tickets.  So today I said every patrol officers will

4 make one traffic stop a day.  Not necessarily write a

5 ticket.  Not necessarily lock anyone up.  But as

6 members of the board and the police, you know that if

7 you don't utilize certain skills, you lose it.  Due to

8 the recent pay cuts, some officers decided to for

9 whatever reason slack off.  Some officers get a 20

10 percent pay cut and still go out there and do their

11 job.  They're the real police.  You have some that used

12 to be the real police but are discouraged or

13 disgruntled by the pay cuts.  And other people you can

14 give a 20 percent pay cut, no matter what field they're

15 in, and they're not going to increase productivity.

16 This is more for safety issues.  Those members of the

17 board of police can understand this.  When you make a

18 traffic stop, you have to worry about the citizen

19 you're stopping and yourself.  If someone is coming up

20 to back you up and they haven't done this for a while

21 and they're rusty, now you have to worry about not only

22 you and the citizen but about the safety of them.

23 Unfortunately when you've been out of traffic stop mode

24 for a while, you develop tunnel vision, and all you see

25 is the car in front of you and you're oblivious to
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1 what's on your right or left, and that could actually

2 be a threat.  So the purpose of me instituting one

3 traffic stop is for the officer's safety.  We've had

4 several incidents throughout the country and here where

5 I would make a traffic stop and another officer would

6 come from the front and try to box the car in.

7 Unfortunately we lost an officer last year because of

8 that.  And it's happened again here where another

9 officer was shot.  The chief has instituted, has

10 demanded that the units in the 30 series and the

11 tactical response unit go through mandatory traffic

12 stop training for their safety.  It wasn't mandated for

13 the patrol officers.  I did that for their safety and

14 the citizens' safety because if I never made a traffic

15 stop and if I get panicky, bad things could happen to

16 both the citizen and the officer.  I don't want that to

17 happen.

18           So, George, there's your answer.  Okay?

19           It's a safety issue.  There is no quota

20 except for the fact that they will make a traffic stop

21 for their safety, the citizens' safety.  And if nothing

22 else, it shows the police presence out there.  Some

23 people might actually slow down.  We discussed all the

24 fatal accidents we've had.  Usually people slow down

25 when they see a police officer with the lights on.
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1           So is that good enough?  That should be on

2 page 5, not page 1.  That's all I've got.  Thank you.

3           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Assistant Chief, I just

4 want to respond to your last remark.  And you made

5 reference to -- I don't know about the other former

6 retired police officers on this panel here, but I

7 support that position 100 percent, 110 percent.  I

8 cannot see how you can function as a patrol officer and

9 not make traffic stops.  If I had the opportunity to

10 make traffic stops in this position now, I would make a

11 lot of traffic stops.  And at one time I was not a

12 pro-ticket person.  You know, but I am a pro-traffic

13 enforcement.  It is out of hand in terms of, as you

14 stated in the past, some of the residents complaining.

15 But they are the ones speeding in our neighborhoods.

16 So traffic stop is basic police work.  And I spent most

17 of my career in the rank of sergeant lieutenant.  And

18 as a working person, I made traffic stops.  So I just

19 encourage -- it's just basic police work in terms of

20 traffic stops.  If not, you're not earning your pay.

21 And I just cannot see -- whatever politics is going on,

22 I always take the position that you are a police

23 officer first, first and foremost for your protection,

24 also for your fellow officers.  I know at one time they

25 were advocating a slow down.  But we advocated.  That's
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1 not going to happen on my watch.  I think that's the

2 position we should take in this day and age that you've

3 got a paycheck and you should do your job and protect

4 the citizens of Detroit.  And traffic enforcement is a

5 main stay of policing.  It's just like a doctor saying

6 I'm not going to monitor your heart.  Come on.  Let's

7 be for real.  Commissioner Crawford.

8           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes.  Through the

9 chair.  I just think it's ironic that we're at this

10 point that the Assistant Chief or anyone in this

11 department has to ask the officers to make a traffic

12 stop.  I mean, one would think that they're making

13 traffic stops.  And in my driving getting here today

14 and throughout the city, I see five to ten traffic

15 stops when I'm to and from.  So I echo Commissioner

16 Bell's comments.  I don't know where we are today in

17 terms of whether or not the officers have slowed down

18 on doing their jobs out here now.  But it's really a

19 sad day when you have to ask officers just to make one

20 traffic stop a day, especially in lieu of all the

21 accidents and fatalities that have occurred recently in

22 the City of Detroit.

23           And I just have one question.  Obviously

24 traffic stops are down.

25           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Obviously.
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1           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.

2           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Through the chair.

3 The biggest complaint is well, we're short of help.  I

4 understand that.  However, it's more of a novelty when

5 an officer spends eight hours going run to run to run.

6 There is some down time.  Again, I'm not asking you to

7 write a ticket.  I want you to let the people know they

8 can't -- like you said, you see five or six traffic

9 stops potentially you could do a day.  It's for their

10 safety and the citizens and for visibility.  That's

11 all.

12           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.

13           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Any other comments?

14           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Mr. Chair, if I could.

15 AC, before I actually make my comments or remarks, can

16 you help enlighten me how that was communicated to the

17 members of the department?  Was that a directive?  Was

18 that a communication at role call?  How was that

19 communicated.

20           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  At a COMPSTAT

21 meeting today.  The meeting started out and it was --

22 we were talking about traffic stops and a lack thereof.

23 And I've been telling individuals for a while you need

24 to make a traffic stop for all the reasons I just

25 stated.
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1           Deputy Chief LeValley leaned over and said

2 why don't we just make it mandatory.  We shouldn't have

3 to.  I agree.

4           I'm going to throw you under the bus, Dave.

5           But I agree with him completely because we

6 all did it, all of us that were ever on the job.  And

7 those that haven't been on the job or were ever having

8 road rage have thought more than once why doesn't

9 someone pull that person over.  So I don't think asking

10 for one a day -- again, there's a lot of officers that

11 go above and beyond.  But some have become complacent,

12 and I don't think it's asking too much for one traffic

13 stop a day.

14           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  And with that being

15 said, I certainly applaud your efforts.  And

16 unfortunately I was not a previous member, as you

17 stated, of the department, and may offer a variance of

18 opinion coming from a civil rights background.  And not

19 that this may be the case or potentially could be the

20 case, but I think we could potentially foster an

21 environment where we are encouraging officers to make a

22 stop for me from the outside looking in, the assumption

23 would be that if an officer saw a violation of the law,

24 they would act upon that.  And if I'm hearing that's

25 not the case, there may be some other disciplinary
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1 actions that are needed.  But if we are, in fact,

2 instructing individuals to make a traffic stop, the

3 concern I would have is that some members may take that

4 to mean well, I'm not seeing a traffic violation, but I

5 need to make a stop because I've been mandated to make

6 at least one stop a day.  And it's kind of -- it's

7 almost parallel to what we saw in New York quite a bit

8 when we went through a lot of the stop and frisk

9 conversations.  There were members of the department

10 who were stating that the rank and file of the

11 department had issued directives for us to make certain

12 stops throughout the day.  And I think if we're going

13 to ask a member of the department to do something, that

14 one, it should be between constitutionality and

15 policing.  But, two, it also should be done in the form

16 of a directive so there is no ambiguity in terms of

17 what the rank and file is asking its members to do on a

18 day-to-day basis.

19           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Through the chair.

20 I understand your concerns.  There are actually

21 departments out there that stop people and say thank

22 you for being a safe driver.  Thank you for wearing a

23 seatbelt.  I don't necessarily want you to -- you don't

24 have to lock them up and write a ticket.  You can say

25 here's a thought, put a seatbelt on your child.  Here's
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1 a thought, turn your music down.  I'm not asking them

2 to lock anyone up or issue an order.  I'm asking for

3 more visibility.  It's -- we've already added one

4 individual to the fatal squad because there's been such

5 an increase in critical and fatal accidents.  I

6 understand your concerns.  I think my officers are more

7 professional than that than just pull people over

8 randomly.  I'll talk to the chief.  It shouldn't have

9 to be a directive like Commissioner Bell said.  That's

10 what we always did.  It shouldn't have to be a

11 directive.  But I will talk to our legal advisor and to

12 the chief and we'll do it.

13           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I just want to make one

14 little -- I acknowledge Commissioner White's concern.

15 But I come out of a civil rights concept too, the

16 Guardians Police Association with the National Black

17 Police Association, and we discussed this issue across

18 the country.  But when you look at it in this day and

19 age the way people are driving, Stevie Wonder could see

20 there's an issue here when you're talking about the

21 hit-and-run, the accidents, the kids, and the

22 neighborhoods.  People are soliciting, asking for more

23 traffic enforcement from East English Vision to

24 Jefferson Chalmers to the east side of Detroit.

25 They're asking for more enforcement because they are
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1 concerned.  And I can't recall ever in my police career

2 that this department has asked for a ticket a day.

3 There's never been a ticket quota.  But traffic

4 enforcement is basic police work.  They do traffic

5 enforcement with one-man cars in Memphis, Tennessee,

6 all hours.  So it's something that you have to

7 appreciate the concern of the community.  When you

8 listen to them and interact with them, they want more

9 traffic enforcement.  But as you well know, it's

10 selective.  In fact, some people want the old traffic

11 enforcement unit.  Is that still out there?

12           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Yes, it is.

13           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  We won't even talk about

14 the freeways because there's very little State Police

15 enforcement in the City of Detroit.  So I just want to

16 say that we need to really -- I appreciate Assistant

17 Chief's remarks.

18           (Vice Chair Lisa Carter enters meeting.)

19           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I want to acknowledge our

20 vice chair, Lisa Carter, joining us.  And I see Deputy

21 Chief Washington joining us and some others.

22           So we can move on as far as the agenda.

23 Something else, Assistant Chief?

24           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  No, sir.  That's it.

25 I think that's plenty.
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1           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Okay.  That's it.

2           Standing committee.  I guess --

3           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Body camera.

4           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  At this time we can

5 address that.  Thank you, sir.

6           Deputy Chief LeValley, right?

7           DEPUTY CHIEF LEVALLEY:  Yes, sir.

8           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

9           DEPUTY CHIEF LEVALLEY:  I understand there

10 was a question or issue that came up last week with

11 regard to the body cameras.  The department conducted a

12 pilot program in June, May and June -- I'm sorry.

13 April and May of this year.  20 officers from the 2nd

14 precinct participated in a program.  There was no cost

15 to the department for this.  TASER company provided a

16 body camera to each officer.  They wore them for a

17 month, provided some feedback to the department on what

18 they thought of the camera use, as well as some of the

19 supervisors provided some feedback as to what their

20 thoughts were on reviewing the videos and how it worked

21 as far as that went.  And then we ended the program, I

22 returned the cameras, and we had an evaluation.  So I

23 -- I understand there was some questions about cost.

24 Cameras -- the camera that we tested costs about $499 a

25 camera.  The cameras -- similar cameras -- they all
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1 have slightly different features.  But similar cameras

2 range anywhere from $200 to $1,000 a camera.  But

3 assuming the camera that we tested, since that's the

4 only one we have accurate information on, if we were to

5 outfit the department with that, it would be $500 an

6 officer.  So just roughly 2,000 cameras is the cost of

7 $1 million.  We haven't made any decision yet as to

8 whether it's something that we would go forward with.

9 There are a lot of other factors that we're going to

10 take into consideration with regard to implementing

11 this.  We would have to develop a policy.  We'd have to

12 come up with training.  We'd have to find the funding

13 source to spend $1 million dollars on the cameras.  And

14 then also figure out how these cameras would integrate

15 with our in-car video camera system, which is actually

16 an area we've had a little bit of difficulty with.

17 Most of the department is being recorded on patrol.

18 But we still -- that's one of the paragraphs in the

19 recent consent judgment that we never came into full

20 compliance with.  So it's one that we're going to

21 continue to be evaluated with over the next 18 months

22 with.  So that's a consideration to determine how this

23 camera integrates with the cameras that were in the

24 cars.

25           Some of the feedback from the officers is
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1 that utilizing this camera in addition to that camera

2 was too much.  When they got out of the car, they had

3 multiple microphones on, cameras on them, cameras here.

4 And mind you, all of the officers that participated in

5 this, actually the officers themselves brought forward

6 the ideas.  Said we'd like to try out these body

7 cameras.  These were not officers that were resistant

8 to using cameras.  These officers wanted to use it.

9 But what they found is once they started getting out of

10 the car, it was a concern for them that they had to

11 turn two different microphones on, make sure everything

12 was pointed in the right decision, where kind of like

13 AC Dolunt was mentioning, there are other environmental

14 considerations.  They felt it was a little bit unsafe

15 to have all that going on.  So like I said, we haven't

16 made any decision yet as to whether or not we would

17 proceed with these body cameras because there's a lot

18 more we have to take into consideration.

19           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioner Crawford.

20           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes.  Through the

21 chair.  Total cost of the department is about

22 $1 million.  Probably a little more?

23           DEPUTY CHIEF LEVALLEY:  Probably a little

24 more.  That would be just the basic $500 times 2,000

25 officers.  I'm sure we would have unrealized costs like
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1 training and -- that we would handle ourselves but

2 still have to dedicate that.

3           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  The reason the cost

4 is so important to me and probably others is police

5 litigation payouts last year were $4.4 million.

6           DEPUTY CHIEF LEVALLEY:  Yes, sir.

7           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  So that's

8 $4.4 million versus $1 million cost in body cams.

9           DEPUTY CHIEF LEVALLEY:  I guess that would be

10 assuming that spending a million on cameras would make

11 litigation zero.

12           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  It wouldn't make it

13 zero, trust me.

14           DEPUTY CHIEF LEVALLEY:  But I do understand.

15           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  And perhaps it would

16 lower the cost.  And also litigation from 1987 to the

17 year 2000 was $142 million.  That's an average of

18 $8.9 million per year.  I do recall one year when -- a

19 couple years when I was tracking this and Sheila

20 Cockrel was on the Detroit City Council, it was

21 $40 million we paid out.  I think that was a two-year

22 period in litigation.  Also too there's this national

23 call since what has occurred in Ferguson, Missouri, for

24 body cams and in terms of the federal government

25 justice department looking not only at Ferguson but
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1 other police departments across the country.  And

2 congress and perhaps senators are looking at this issue

3 too, versus your military gear, so to speak.

4           DEPUTY CHIEF LEVALLEY:  Right.

5           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  And cutting the

6 funding and how departments are able to obtain surplus

7 federal military gear for the departments.  So that

8 whole pitcher is going to be looked at, whole issue is

9 going to be looked at in its totality.  And my

10 prediction is down the road that this is going -- it's

11 calling for -- this calling for body cams is going to

12 pick up.  Detroit has always been on the cutting edge

13 in terms of policing America.  I think we were the

14 first with the prep radios, the motorcycles, mini

15 stations.  So it's just important.  And also I believe

16 there's going to be something coming from the federal

17 government in terms of a call for departments to

18 acquire body cams, if possible.  And I certainly hope

19 there's some funding to go along with it.

20           DEPUTY CHIEF LEVALLEY:  Correct.  And that

21 will be part of the search for funding too.  It doesn't

22 mean we have to pay all the bills.  There may be grants

23 available, ways that we can get a portion of the

24 funding paid from other entities outside the city.  And

25 we'll explore that.
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1           With regard to the cameras, there was

2 positive feedback from the officers.  The only negative

3 was from the officers themselves was the -- having too

4 much equipment on them to be able to manage it all.

5 But as far as cameras themselves, I agree and the other

6 command staff that I've talked to agree that there are

7 a number of benefits to having a camera on the officer

8 versus just mounted on the car.  As soon as our

9 officers leave the site path of the camera that's on

10 the car right now, they're out of site.  So recording

11 what goes on in front of the car assumes all their

12 interactions are going to take place in front of the

13 car.  We know they don't.  Officers go in houses.  They

14 go get in foot chases, go around corners, etcetera.

15           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I think this will be

16 a major contributing factor to the transparency of this

17 department to -- but, like I say, getting back to the

18 -- and you talked about grant monies and funding.  I

19 don't know if you heard, but there may be something

20 coming from the federal government, justice department,

21 congress, senate calling for the defunding or taking

22 away of grants because of what happened to Ferguson in

23 terms of how the military gear was being used by some

24 of these departments.  So I don't know if that's going

25 to happen, but that's just another issue to think about
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1 too.

2           DEPUTY CHIEF LEVALLEY:  I understand.  I know

3 that -- I know the chief agrees in the conversations

4 that I've had with him about the military type

5 equipment.  There's a certain setting for it in certain

6 situations.  Obviously patrolling streets in it is not

7 the situation we're talking about.  It's barricaded

8 gunmen type situations where you need that type of

9 equipment for the safety of everybody concerned.  And

10 we do benefit from the military reallocation program.

11 I mean, we have a helicopter right now that we got from

12 the military and a variety of other equipment we got

13 from the military.

14           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Excuse me.  I know

15 about the helicopter.  But some of the other stuff

16 we're not so transparent on as to the cost and what we

17 really have.

18           DEPUTY CHIEF LEVALLEY:  Okay.

19           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  That's all.

20           DEPUTY CHIEF LEVALLEY:  But overall, I would

21 say we're in agreement.  There are a lot of benefits to

22 the body cameras.  There are a lot more steps we would

23 have to take before we get to the point where we're

24 actually ready to make a statement that we would be

25 outfitting officers with cameras.
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1           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  Thank you,

2 sir.

3           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Any other comments from

4 the commissioners?

5           COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Through the chair.  I

6 worked for a department for three years and they had

7 body cameras.  It's a great asset.  When you get in

8 critical situations or a situation where -- whether you

9 have to -- the officers have to take action or they're

10 answering complaints, a video is worth a thousand

11 words.  It tells what the officer did, what the officer

12 said.  I highly recommend the cameras.

13           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

14           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I'm sorry.  I had one

15 further comment.  When you ran your pilot program, I

16 understand there was an incident where one officer was

17 wearing a body cam and there was a complaint filed or

18 something.

19           DEPUTY CHIEF LEVALLEY:  It was not a

20 complaint.  According to the captain's report on the

21 assessment of the cameras, he reported that there was

22 one use of force incident.

23           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.

24           DEPUTY CHIEF LEVALLEY:  It was actually

25 recorded.  It wasn't -- it would not have been recorded
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1 because it occurred outside of the scout car's view.

2 So there was a use of force incident that was actually

3 captured and it showed that the -- according to the

4 report, that the force was appropriate.

5           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I see.

6           DEPUTY CHIEF LEVALLEY:  So in those

7 situations, you know, normally it would be just

8 statements.  Like Commissioner Shelby said, the camera

9 speaks volumes.

10           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  Thank you,

11 sir.

12           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Deputy Chief, it appears

13 that that issue came up last night at the 5th and 9th

14 precinct community meeting and people were, you know,

15 about it in terms of the body camera.  They're looking

16 forward to that.  They think that would really be

17 something that is positive in reference to the

18 interaction with the citizens and the police.  So I

19 note the chief investigator proudly nodding her head

20 too.  That would be very, very helpful.  So hopefully

21 like Commissioner Crawford said, down the road that

22 funding is -- we're in a transition period.  I know the

23 attorney general is encouraging -- in reference to

24 what's happening in Ferguson, they're looking at other

25 cities surrounding Ferguson.  So maybe out of this
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1 something would happen in reference to funding of such

2 a program of this nature.

3           And other than that, any other comments?  Any

4 other comments?  Thank you, sir.  I appreciate it.

5           DEPUTY CHIEF LEVALLEY:  Thank you.

6           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Standing committee

7 reports?  New business?  Unfinished business?

8 Unfinished business.

9           MS. SABREE:  Good afternoon to the board.

10 Last week we heard a disciplinary appeal for Officer

11 Tymisha Pheasant.  And there were five commissioners

12 present, and we had a quorum to hold the meeting and

13 vote.  However, for a suspension without pay or when a

14 police officer's benefits or pay is at jeopardy or

15 could be forfeited, the charter requires a two-third

16 majority vote be in concurrence in order for the vote

17 to go through.  So I'm asking the chair today to

18 revisit the issue so that the four commissioners that

19 were not present last week can vote today.  The

20 commissioners would be Commissioner White, Commissioner

21 Taylor, Commissioner Shelby, and Commissioner Carter.

22 They were provided the minutes from last week as well

23 as my recommendation.  I just want to put it on the

24 record again what my recommendation was.  It was that

25 the board uphold the trial board's decision as a whole



9/4/20149/4/2014

Page 34

1 and suspend Officer Pheasant for six days for a guilty

2 charge for specification 1 and specification 3.  So I

3 ask that the chair open it up for voting for the four

4 commissioners that were not present last week.

5           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  The chair at this time

6 would entertain the commissioners to hopefully -- we

7 received this case about three or four weeks ago, two

8 to three weeks ago.

9           MS. SABREE:  Yes.

10           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And we voted.  The

11 majority voted except for one abstained because there

12 was a past work experience.  That was Commissioner

13 Moore.

14           MS. SABREE:  Correct.

15           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  But the others voted in

16 favor of your recommendation.  So at this time, in

17 order to get the two-thirds vote, the chair would

18 entertain a motion to that effect.  We can pretty much

19 revisit the motion if there's -- is that something

20 appropriate, have all the commissioners vote again?

21 You know, would that be proper?

22           MS. SABREE:  I don't think that the

23 commissioners that already voted need to vote.  Just

24 the ones who did not.  And the record shows their votes

25 from last week.
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1           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Mr. Anthony, would you

2 call a role for the commissioners not present last week

3 and give them opportunity to vote at this time so

4 the --

5           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner White.

6           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  I vote in favor of the

7 recommendation.

8           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Shelby.

9           COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  I vote in favor of the

10 recommendation.

11           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Taylor.

12           COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  I vote in favor of the

13 recommendation.

14           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Carter.

15           COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  I vote in favor of the

16 recommendation.

17           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Mr. Chair, I would say

18 you have a two-thirds majority vote in favor of the

19 recommendation based on this vote and last week.

20           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Does that satisfy the

21 attorney to the board?

22           MS. SABREE:  Yes.  Thank you.

23           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  So thank you.  And thank

24 you for bringing it to our attention.

25           MS. SABREE:  Thank you.
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1           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  I'd like to pause

2 to -- for another introduction.

3           If Commissioner Crawford would introduce this

4 young man that is attending the board meeting.

5           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Oh, I'm sorry.  My

6 son.

7           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  He's related to you.

8           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, he's related to

9 me.  My son is here.  You can stand up.  He's in the

10 yellow shirt over there.  He's here from Atlanta,

11 Georgia.  He's a police officer there.  He decided to

12 move out of the City of Detroit years ago.  I don't

13 know why he'd want to become a police officer in

14 Atlanta and not Detroit.  But, you know, he has a

15 unique experience with this commission because when he

16 was young, we used to -- I used to come to the

17 commission for the meetings, and he also stood there

18 with me on the other side of the podium at the mic, he

19 and his sister.  So --

20           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Perhaps, would you care to

21 come to the mic and introduce yourself properly for the

22 record?  And we still recruiting you.  Going to

23 probably make an offer for a lateral movement from

24 Atlanta to Detroit.

25           OFFICER REGINALD CRAWFORD:  Yeah.  I'm
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1 Officer Reginald Crawford for the Atlanta Police

2 Department.  I've been there for about five years, and

3 I enjoy it.  I miss home a lot.  I may be back sometime

4 in the near future.  I'm thinking about it.

5           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.  You are the

6 quiet spirit in the family because your father is not.

7 Thank you for coming out to the meeting.  And once

8 again, to see your father on the other side of the

9 table, it's sorts of a different experience; is that

10 correct?

11           OFFICE REGINALD CRAWFORD:  Yes, it is.

12           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Thank you.

13           OFFICE REGINALD CRAWFORD:  Thank you.

14           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Any other

15 unfinished business?

16           Announcement.  The next meeting will be held

17 on next Thursday, September 11th, 2014, at 6:30 p.m.,

18 at the 3rd precinct, Boy Scouts of America, 1776 West

19 Warren in Detroit, Michigan.  That is an evening

20 meeting, not a community meeting, at 6:30 p.m.

21           And I'd like to share with some of the board

22 members, we probably will make the announcement

23 officially since I'm just exploring this, that we would

24 not meet on September the 18th, which is the week

25 afterwards, because we will be attending a training
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1 session in Kansas City, Missouri.  So we would formally

2 address that since -- at the next meeting.  The proper

3 name of the organization is -- Mr. Anthony, would you

4 identify the training?

5           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  It's the National

6 Association of Civilians Over Law Enforcement.  That's

7 the organization NACOLE.

8           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  So it should be quite

9 informative, and it's a four-day forum.  So on that

10 point, we would probably just cancel that meeting and

11 would meet the week afterwards.  But the board has to

12 approve that.  So we're not ready at this time.  I just

13 wanted to share that with you in terms of a

14 preannouncement, if I may.

15           And the next point of business would be oral

16 communication from the audience.  And you have the

17 opportunity for two minutes.  And please give your name

18 and please be respectful because we are respectful to

19 you and this is your opportunity to speak to the board.

20 Thank you.

21           MR. WELBORN:  Bill Welborn, from City Wide.

22 I just want to go back on what the chair said about the

23 changing of the precincts into -- the changing of the

24 districts into precincts.  And he's right.  Every time

25 I get a call, they say Central District, Northwestern
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1 District, something like that.  And I thought it was

2 correct.  I say it's precincts from now on, nothing

3 more.  But the thing that I have -- and he saw it

4 firsthand last night.  I've had a problem at the 9th

5 precinct for years, and nobody wants to change.

6 Everybody wants to stay in power.  And I've got ways

7 that -- I come up with ways that I wanted to separate

8 these precincts.  The 9th precinct and the 5th

9 precinct, they've got a president for the 9th precinct

10 and vice president for the 5th precinct.  They go their

11 own way.  The president for the 9th precinct stays

12 there and runs the 9th precinct.  The vice president

13 goes to the 5th precinct and remains as president until

14 elections, until they're having election.  To me that's

15 the only way to do it.  There's no other way to do it

16 at all.  That's the way we did it at the 12th a long

17 time ago and it worked beautiful.  But a lot of people

18 fighting.  They don't want to go along with it.  And

19 I'm going to put my foot down and say we going to do it

20 anyway.  There's no other way.  I'm used to doing it --

21 the buck stops with me.  And I'm going to say it's

22 going to be done.  It's going to be done.  That's it.

23 I'm tired of arguments, tired of everything.  Last

24 month we had a few arguments last month at my City Wide

25 meeting and the argument is over.  Said he's going to
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1 work on getting these people to try to see the change

2 because Captain Houghton, she's already trying to help

3 people already.  She's working her people.  And Captain

4 Bliss too is working her people to get them to spread

5 out and start the transition now.  So when they move,

6 everything be in place.  And that's the only way to do

7 it as far as I'm concerned.  Thank you.

8           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.  Yes,

9 ma'am.

10           TONIA WELLS:  Good evening.  Investigator

11 Tonia Wells.  I have a number of issues that need to be

12 addressed.  First and foremost, I see that the Chief of

13 Police is not in his seat again today.  He had

14 delegates at the budget and finance committee meeting

15 yesterday with City Council and provided documentation.

16 I have a copy of it, but I'll need my copy back.  There

17 were -- it was a 361 percent rise in ticket -- tickets

18 given to cab drivers.  The Chief of Police is a part of

19 that committee that has not met yet.  And I'd like to

20 see from this board a recommendation go to City Council

21 because they have 15 days to commence that commission.

22 They have not done that yet.  I'm kind of disappointed

23 that the chief is not again in his seat.

24           The second thing is I have a copy of the

25 vehicle for hire information.  Again, I will need my
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1 documentation back.  I have a copy of the report he

2 gave to that one yesterday saying there were 4 -- I'm

3 sorry.  574 citations issued this year so far as

4 opposed to last year 159.  I don't think I like the

5 fact that the officers are writing a ticket a day.  I'm

6 not the initiated in the room.  But being stopped by a

7 police officer, what they do is they hit those lights,

8 and what in the world is the emergency.  Also, in the

9 10th precinct, I was told to make a phone call if I saw

10 the -- if I saw the fire department on the corner

11 soliciting for change.  And I did that.  But I have not

12 heard anything from the 10th precinct or 911.  I was

13 told to call 911.  There are people in the district

14 that are blocking off streets without enforcement.

15 And, again, we need a code enforcement officer to

16 actually be doing that job.  I don't think traffic

17 enforcement is really an issue because if an officer

18 sees somebody doing something wrong, according to the

19 Kansas City study of 1975, visibility does work.  So to

20 see them riding around is a good thing.  But if they're

21 harassing people because they need to make a quota,

22 I've got a problem with that.  I do.

23           And my final thing, stop and frisk is

24 illegal.  You can't stop somebody unless there is an

25 equipment violation, failure to comply with traffic
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1 laws.  And with respect to your comment about the state

2 police, they're just on the state highways, sir, not in

3 the City of Detroit, contrary to what they're doing on

4 Belle Isle.  Black people don't like to go around them.

5 No.  They go to jail literally because their job is to

6 enforce state law.  The city police officers' job is to

7 enforce city code.  And this, again, is a part of the

8 city code that I'd like the commissioners to take into

9 consideration.  And it's also been brought to my

10 attention that people come to this meeting and breach

11 security by not showing ID.  When my identification was

12 asked for downstairs I provided it.  They put my number

13 inside of the computer.  And I don't think that's

14 appropriate.  People should feel free to come into the

15 building.  And if they're asked to comply with showing

16 identification, each and every person who is not a law

17 enforcement officer is supposed to do that.  So please

18 let's not break the law.  Let's not break the law while

19 trying to get down to the bottom of what we need to do

20 as far as this commission is concerned.  And it's also

21 been brought to my attention that a high ranking

22 investigator has a brother who is soliciting patrons to

23 take to the airport who does not have a bond plate of

24 which I am discussing.

25           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, Ms. Wells.
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1           MS. WELLS:  Yes, sir.  Do you want me to pass

2 those --

3           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.  Just pause one

4 second.  Commissioner Crawford wants to address --

5           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes.  Through the

6 chair.  Yes, Ms. Wells.  There was no call for a ticket

7 a day.  No one said anything about issuing a ticket a

8 day.  It was a traffic stop, not issuing a ticket a

9 day.  I just wanted clarification for the record.

10           MS. WELLS:  It's still disgusting, sir.  They

11 should be doing something a little different.  Maybe

12 informing people of what they should do to be lawful in

13 the community.  Stopping with those nice cars that we

14 couldn't afford I think is disgusting.

15           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Ma'am, have you

16 talked with the other cab drivers who were -- and

17 people associated with the cab association who had a

18 meeting last week?  Because I do strongly suspect that

19 there's movement on -- I believe the department can

20 elaborate on that in terms of a meeting that was

21 supposed to be set up.

22           MS. WELLS:  It was my understanding the cab

23 driver's association -- there are 2,000 cab drivers.

24           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes.

25           MS. WELLS:  Not 15.  I'm not a part of that
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1 association because they are operating illegally and

2 they want preferential treatment.  They're not going by

3 the code.  The code says a certain thing.  And I have a

4 copy for the board.

5           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  But their issues was

6 basically some of your issues in terms of the ticketing

7 of the cab drivers.  That's what they were here about

8 last weekend -- last Thursday.  I'm sorry.  Correction.

9           MS. WELLS:  I was here last Thursday.

10           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Well, you were here?  You

11 heard their presentation when they came before --

12           MS. WELLS:  No.  But it's my understanding

13 from the meeting yesterday at council, the budget and

14 finance meeting, the cab drivers association was to be

15 meeting with the chief.

16           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes.

17           MS. WELLS:  I found that to be very

18 precarious because I wasn't invited for the meeting.

19 I've been coming before you all for about three months

20 now trying to tell you what we all should be trying to

21 do.  I wasn't even invited.

22           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I'm sure, Ms. Wells,

23 that you'll be invited to the meeting.

24           MS. WELLS:  I haven't been.  I'd like to be.

25           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Thank you, Ms. Wells.
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1           MS. WELLS:  Who should I give the

2 documentation to?

3           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  You can submit it to us.

4 But if there's an issue with us getting it back to you,

5 I would suggest you make your copy, submit it at a

6 later date and time.  Feel free to submit it at this

7 time.  But the board will get it back to you with the

8 proper address, mailing it to you, whatever.  But

9 whatever your pleasure.

10           MS. WELLS:  Okay.  I have a copy that I can

11 leave with you because I have the entire code at home.

12 I paid for it.  But this is a part of my private

13 record.  And I did leave my number on the top.  I

14 understand if you're not familiar with it, you need it.

15 So you guys will know what we're talking about because

16 the chief is supposed to be in the seat according to

17 the code.

18           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, ma'am.  I understand

19 that.  If you want to submit it, it's up to you.  If

20 you want to hold on to it, submit it at a later date

21 with your own copies, that would be fine too.  Whatever

22 your pleasure.

23           MS. WELLS:  If you could have the chief's

24 office give you a copy of the report that he submitted

25 to council yesterday.
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1           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, ma'am.  We can handle

2 that part of it.  Yes, ma'am.  Thank you.

3           Any other response from the audience?

4           MR. MAYFIELD:  Good evening board.  I'm

5 Roscoe Mayfield, concerned citizen in the City of

6 Detroit.  I've got a couple of issues.  One, I don't

7 know if I heard correctly last week, the assistant

8 chief made a comment about not responding to robbery

9 armed cases.  I think they should -- they should

10 continue to --

11           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Excuse me, Mr. Chair.

12 Could you ask the speaker if he would speak into the

13 mic for the reporter.

14           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.  Thank you.

15           MR. MAYFIELD:  The assistant chief made a

16 comment regarding not responding to robbery armed

17 reports on the streets, like Chicago.  That's what I'm

18 trying to get some clarification on, that.  I don't

19 know if that was the case or not.

20           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Last week?

21           MR. MAYFIELD:  Yes.

22           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  The chief was here last

23 week.

24           MR. MAYFIELD:  The assistant chief made a

25 statement.
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1           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I'll let him respond.

2           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Through the chair.

3 Assistant Chief Dolunt.  The remark was despite the

4 fact that they have 12,000 more officers in Chicago,

5 they're not responding to robbery runs.  We weren't

6 sure if it was robbery report or robbery one.  The

7 chief wanted to assure everyone that we still are

8 responding to robbery one, despite the fact that we

9 have less officers.

10           MR. MAYFIELD:  That's what I wanted to know.

11           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  That's all it was.

12 No.  We're going to be there.

13           MR. MAYFIELD:  I just wanted to get some

14 clarification on that.

15           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  No.  We're going to

16 be there.

17           MR. MAYFIELD:  All right.  Also I think it's

18 a good idea to have the officers, you know, stopping

19 cars because I'm telling you, traffic in the city is

20 off the hook in the city.  You have people running red

21 lights, speeding, you know, disregarding traffic

22 altogether.

23           Also, I have a concern in the area down by

24 Schoolcraft, Six Mile, Southfield, and Evergreen.

25 There seems to be a rash of cars being stolen in that
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1 area.  They seem to be Ford motor vehicle cars and also

2 Chrysler vehicles.

3           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  I'm sorry.  Can you

4 repeat that.  Schoolcraft, Six Mile --

5           MR. MAYFIELD:  Schoolcraft, Six Mile,

6 Southfield, and Evergreen.

7           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Okay.  Thank you.

8           MR. MAYFIELD:  Right.  It seems to be in the

9 evening, late evening up until about 6:00 in the

10 morning.  I don't know if -- I'm quite sure you should

11 be aware of it.  The area I live in, they make

12 notification of this all the time, people's cars

13 getting stolen out of their driveways, being stripped.

14 My niece's car just got stolen and they found it a

15 couple blocks over stripped and everything like that.

16 So I'm concerned that the department need to be --

17           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  These are straight

18 steals or carjackings?

19           MR. MAYFIELD:  Straight steals.  They stole

20 her car right out of the driveway.  And it seems to be

21 a rash of -- seems to be picking up for some reason.  I

22 don't know why.  That's all I have.  Thank you.

23           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.

24           Young lady, give your name and speak into the

25 mic clearly.
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1           MS. SMITH:  Good afternoon.  Bernice Smith.

2 Chief, commissioners, glad to see.  Ms. Taylor.

3           MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you, ma'am.

4           MS. SMITH:  Mr. White.  And I'm very glad

5 that we have our guest here.  I've known him since he

6 was a little guy.  But anyway, what I wanted to tell

7 you -- not little.  But you know what I mean, what

8 Reggie said about him coming to the meetings.

9           I have one comment.  The chief was here last

10 week.  My feelings are this.  Whatever problems that

11 you have, when he's here sitting at that seat, you

12 should get up off your behind and come on up to the mic

13 and let him know what you think.  That's one of the

14 reasons why he come here.  He doesn't come all the

15 time, and I know he has schedules.  But the fact is you

16 have a competent chief here also.  So either one of

17 them can answer any questions that are being presented

18 to the commission.  And I don't think it's fair for you

19 to come here and say what you have to say in regards to

20 the police not doing this, the police is not doing

21 that.  But anyway, that I have off my chest.

22           I witnessed an accident at the CVS over on

23 Warren across from the museum.  The lady got her car

24 hit from behind.  She took my name and number because I

25 was a witness to it.  It wasn't that much, at least I
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1 thought.  But anyway, she called me the day before I

2 come to the meeting and she stated -- she said,

3 Ms. Smith, the lady didn't have any insurance, which I

4 wasn't surprised.  But anyway -- because she was in an

5 outdated car.  In the meantime, she wants to know --

6 she only has $1,000 deductible.  And she wants to know

7 what would be her position in regards to getting her

8 car fixed, which was a total of $700.  I told her to go

9 to -- and file for -- to an attorney.  She can't afford

10 an attorney.  And she would like to know should she go

11 to small claims court in regards to that.  So I don't

12 know if that's in your realm or what she should do.

13 She did make a police report.

14           All right.  The next thing was my church,

15 Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church, we're interested

16 in having a session which would include people who

17 would like to get their records expunged.  I spoke with

18 Reverend.  He was on his way from North Carolina and he

19 called me and he said whenever we would want a date, he

20 would be willing to cooperate with us.  Now, what I'm

21 asking from the commissioners, if they ever have the

22 time -- this is not going to be no one session.  We

23 want to have a lot of the neighborhoods to do this

24 because you'd be surprised, there's a lot of people

25 that would like to get information in regards to
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1 expunging their record.  One in my church, he has nine

2 years and he had a DUI and he hasn't been drinking

3 since.  But he would like to know how he can get his

4 record expunged.  I think this would be really nice if

5 the commissioners have time to give their input to the,

6 -- you know, to the people whenever we have these

7 meetings, you know, if you have the time.  So it would

8 be very interesting to let them know that the police

9 commissioners are interested in talking to them and

10 letting them know what -- the right way of keeping a

11 good record because this is important because you'd be

12 surprised, so many people that really need to get their

13 records expunged and they're ashamed to come before the

14 public and let anybody know.  So that's what I'm asking

15 the chief, if he has the time.  And congratulations on

16 getting the baby.  I saw it on the TV.

17           ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Thank you.

18           MS. SMITH:  The baby was recovered at a gas

19 station.  So you guys are doing a hell of a good job.

20 I'm really proud of you.  And whenever you're doing

21 bad, I'm going to tell you about it.  But you're doing

22 good so far.  I thank you for your time.

23           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Ms. Bernice, as far as

24 expunging, I think the Wolverine Bar Association and

25 the National Conference of Black Lawyers would be very,
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1 very helpful in that arena.  And also the Legal Aide

2 Defendants would be very helpful, those three

3 organizations.  But we probably would be more than

4 willing to come talk about issues that impact our

5 community.  We all have a background in that area, you

6 know, and I --

7           MS. SMITH:  I do have Judge Thomas.  She's

8 been doing it for the longest.  So I approached her.

9 She said just get the facility, and she'd be willing to

10 come.

11           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioner Crawford

12 wanted to respond.

13           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  I have

14 attended numerous, Ms. Saunders.

15           MS. SMITH:  Did you call me Saunders?  How

16 many years you know me?  I'm Smith, Mother Bernice.  Go

17 ahead.

18           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Mother Bernice, I'm

19 sorry.  With all due respect.  I have attended numerous

20 programs, particularly with Judge Deborah Thomas.  So

21 just if you want to -- when you facilitate that, just

22 get some of the dates.  If I'm available, I'll come.

23           MS. SMITH:  That's what I intend to do

24 within the next two weeks.  Hopefully it will be before

25 you guys go on your trip.  And I hope you let it be
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1 known to the public that it's not being paid for by the

2 city so you won't have no problem with that, you know.

3 You know, or whoever's paying for it, make it public --

4           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

5           MS. SMITH:  -- that you're not doing it on

6 the city.

7           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, Mother Bernice.

8 Thank you.  Any other oral communication from the

9 audience?  Yes, sir.

10           MR. WELBORN:  I forgot to announce something.

11 Can I make one announcement, please.

12           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

13           MR. WELBORN:  Okay.  This is -- this weekend

14 -- Bill Welborn again.  Out to Selfridge, the Selfridge

15 is having the air show out there this weekend Saturday

16 and Sunday.  And it's going to have the Blue Angels out

17 there.  So if anybody want to go, they can go out

18 there.  And it's starting at 7:00 in the morning and

19 they start lining up out there for the Blue Angels.

20 Blue Angels are -- they're the best in the game.  I'll

21 put it that way.  Even though I was in the Air Force

22 and flew F-16s and everything, they're still better

23 than we were.  So that's Saturday morning.  But when

24 you go out there, tell everybody when you go out there

25 make sure you park in the area that you're supposed to
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1 park in.  You go to the wrong area, you're going to be

2 in trouble.  You'll find yourself on the ground spread

3 eagle.  So don't park over there.  That's all.  If

4 anybody -- if you want to find anymore information

5 about that, you can go to 927alumni@yahoo.com if you

6 need anymore information about that.

7           COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, sir.  Any

8 other comments from the audience?  So we at the verge

9 of adjournment.

10           I just want to -- since the media is here, I

11 want to clarify that I think this board -- I know I am

12 a supporter of NAACP.  And I just respect Mr. White.  I

13 just want to clarify that they continue to play a major

14 role in reference to monitoring issues of stop and

15 frisk and the rights of African Americans and other

16 minorities.  So I'm a life member and a former board

17 member of the NAACP.  I just wanted to make sure

18 there's no difference in terms of we all concerned

19 about civil rights.  And I want to make sure that's in

20 the forefront of why we as a board elected and

21 appointed here are making sure that our primary

22 interest is the community.  And that's basically how it

23 goes.  And the objective is the community.  I don't

24 want people to misunderstand because sometimes there's

25 a tendency that we somewhat bias, that we are former
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1 police officers.  That is some of the -- that's true.

2 But the bottom line is that I think you hear and see

3 the people have a broad background, and it's just not

4 police officers.  And this commission has been well

5 represented since 1974 of people from all walks of

6 life.  And so I just want to make sure Mr. White and

7 the public and the media understand that they are the

8 largest and the most well-respected organization in

9 America and the world.  So at this point, I wanted to

10 close on that note.

11           So the chair would entertain adjournment.

12           MS. TAYLOR:  So moved.

13           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Support.

14           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been properly moved

15 and seconded.  Those in favor?

16           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

17           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

18 carried.  And thank you for coming out.  And we'll see

19 you next week at the Boy Scouts of America on the west

20 side of Detroit.

21                          *  *  *

22

23

24

25
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