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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 Thursday, August 14, 2014

3 About 6:36 p.m.

4                 (Commissioners White and Taylor not present).

5                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Good evening.  I am

6       Commissioner Willie Bell, your Chair of the Board of

7       Police Commission.

8                 And to my right is the Vice Chair,

9       Commissioner Carter.

10                 And we are going to do a little housekeeping.

11       There is food in the back.  We just request that if you

12       go and indulge, do not sit on the front row or the

13       second row or the third row, but eat sort of quietly.

14                 And if you would keep in mind that this is a

15       public meeting, and this meeting is recorded as

16       required by Charter.  And we want to make sure that we

17       have respect at all times for the Commission, for the

18       DPD representative, and you.  We just want to make sure

19       we have that type of decorum in the house at all times.

20       I just want to remind you of that.  And I ask if you

21       are a young man or young man at heart, remove your

22       caps, in terms of -- this is a business meeting and we

23       just ask for you to uncap.  So we appreciate that.

24                 And there is a sign-in sheet, it is not

25       required, but we would love to have your name, and if
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1       you have got an organization, that will be even better.

2       And if you have an e-mail, we are trying to increase

3       our communication with you.  So that's one way that we

4       have instituted an e-mail process, we can get out a

5       news blast, good blast, good news.  We don't sell bad

6       news.  Okay.  We leave that up to TV.

7                 But we are also looking for -- if you would

8       like to interact as a volunteer with the Board of

9       Police Commission, you can contact me or the Board

10       Secretary, Mr. Anthony.  We are just trying to follow a

11       little bit more rapport in terms of the volunteer

12       concept.  As you well know, that is the heartbeat of

13       any organization community.  So we want to establish

14       that.

15                 And I am going to -- that's the housekeeping

16       part of it.  Like I stated, there is great food, and I

17       really appreciate the committee, Ms. Brown, initiating

18       that, her committee, for the pizza and cake and salad

19       and all those ingredients.  So that's a blessing to

20       have food and fellowship this evening.

21                 At this time, I would like to pause and

22       introduce the Commission.  I am going to allow the

23       commissioners to introduce themselves.  And you have an

24       agenda -- I mean, not a -- well, you have an agenda and

25       pictures of the commissioners.  So I want them to
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1       verbalize in speaking for themselves.  And then we will

2       do the roll call.

3                 Mr. Secretary, is that okay?

4                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  That's fine.

5                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.

6                 Starting to my left.

7                 COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Good afternoon,

8       everyone.  My name is Richard Shelby.  I am the Police

9       Commissioner for District 1.  Also a former City

10       employee.

11                 COMMISSIONER BYRD:  Good afternoon.  My name

12       is Wendell Byrd.  I am the Police Commissioner for

13       District 2.

14                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Good evening.  My

15       name is Reginald Crawford.  I am the Police

16       Commissioner for District 3.

17                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And?

18                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Well, former police

19       officer, retired, activist.  Currently Wayne County

20       Deputy Police Commissioner, District 3.

21                 Any UAW members in the house from Local 7, a

22       shout out to you because this is where I started out,

23       across the street in the Kercheval Jefferson Assembly.

24       In activism, as far as union activism, we shut the

25       plant down.  We didn't walk out.  We sat in.  We shut
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1       it down for a couple of days because of health/safety

2       issues, 1972, Summer of '72.  And it was hot too.  And

3       it was kind of stereotypical of management to always

4       want to bring us a slice of watermelon when they wanted

5       us to work, and it was 100-some degrees in there.  But

6       that's some of my activism.  I started across the

7       street involving unions.

8                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  See what happens, I give

9       him the mic, and he just went on and on.  I love him.

10       And I thought you would get a little background because

11       he's got extensive background, and I appreciate Brother

12       Crawford.

13                 And to my right, the Vice Chair.

14                 COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Good evening.  My name

15       is Lisa Carter.  And I represent District 6.  Retired

16       from the Sheriff's Department, after 27 years of

17       service, I retied at the rank of lieutenant.  Currently

18       working for Wayne State University with the AmeriCorps

19       Urban Safety Project.  And that's about it.

20                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

21                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  I am Commissioner

22       Willie Burton; represent the 5th District.

23                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Good evening.  Police

24       Commissioner Ricardo Moore, representing the

25       7th District.  The 7th District encompasses the
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1       2nd Precinct, the 6th Precinct, as well as the

2       10th Precinct.  Glad to see you this evening.

3                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Is that it?  We have a

4       quorum?  I am sorry.  Once again, I am Willie Bell,

5       District 4, your Chair.  And I am a former police

6       officer, community person, a longtime standing member

7       of the Eastside.  Eastside I said.

8                 AUDIENCE:  All right.

9                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Eastside I said.  Thank

10       you.

11                 We have a quorum now?

12                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  We do have a quorum,

13       Mr. Chair.

14                 Just want to put on the record that

15       Commissioner Jessica Taylor and Donnell R. White are

16       absent.

17                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Thank you, sir.

18                 And to my far left, in uniform,

19       representative of Chief Craig, one of our favorite

20       Assistant Chief citywide, and he is going to introduce

21       himself in terms of his duties and responsibility.

22                 Assistant Chief?

23                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  I am Steve Dolunt.

24       I am one of three assistant chiefs.  And I think there

25       are two more popular, to be honest with you, because I
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1       am a little outspoken.

2                 Anyway, I am here in charge of patrol

3       investigations.  I am representing the Chief today.  He

4       had another engagement.

5                 So we are going to have a couple things going

6       on today.  A resolution for one of the citizens that

7       are very active in the community.  And also the

8       Directive on the lesbian, bisexual, transgender and gay

9       communities, we have the new liaison.  She is here

10       today, and she will be the face of the Department.  And

11       I think it is a good thing, one of Chief Craig's in

12       terms of community.  So Officer Danielle Woods will

13       speak or answer questions in a little bit.  She is a

14       little shy, so bear with her.

15                 Is that good?

16                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes and no.

17                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Oh, no.

18                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Would you introduce the

19       rest of your staff from DPD and members of the DPD?

20                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Who's here?  Let's

21       see.

22                 We have got Marlon Wilson.

23                 You know what, stand up, tell them who are

24       you.

25                 CAPTAIN WILSON:  Marlon Wilson, 8th Precinct.
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1       Captain Marlon Wilson.  Is that okay?

2                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Man, you're like me.

3                 COMMANDER BARREN:  Commander Elvin Barren,

4       Commander, Metropolitan.

5                 COMMANDER FITZGERALD:  Commander Charles

6       Fitzgerald, Western Patrol.

7                 LIEUTENANT JOHNSON:  Lieutenant Dennis

8       Johnson, Commanding Officer, 2nd Precinct.

9                 CAPTAIN BALINSKI:  Captain Ken Balinski, 12th

10       Precinct.

11                 CAPTAIN JARVIS:  Captain Donna Jarvis,

12       Professional Education Training.

13                 CAPTAIN CHAMBERS:  Captain Michael Chambers,

14       4th Precinct.

15                 CAPTAIN LEACH:  Captain Timothy Leach, 11th

16       Precinct.

17                 COMMANDER EWING:  Commander Eric Ewing,

18       Eastside Patrol.

19                 CAPTAIN HOPE:  Captain Hope, 7th Precinct.

20                 CAPTAIN BLISS:  Captain Bliss, 5th Precinct.

21                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Captain Bliss, say that

22       again.

23                 CAPTAIN BLISS:  Captain Bliss, 5th Precinct.

24                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And you are the Commanding

25       Officer for the 5th Precinct.  Are we in the 5th
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1       Precinct?

2                 CAPTAIN BLISS:  Yes.

3                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Thank you.  Give

4       him a round of applause.

5                 (Applause).

6                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.

7                 Any others?

8                 2ND D.C. WASHINGTON:  2nd Deputy Chief Celia

9       Washington, Legal Advisor.

10                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

11                 We always have to be kind to the legal

12       advisor.

13                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Absolutely.

14                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And our Board Secretary,

15       Mr. George Anthony, is going to introduce the staff of

16       the Board of Police Commissioners at this time.

17                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

18                 For the record, George Anthony, Secretary to

19       the Board.

20                 We have seated in front Ms. Aliyah Sabree,

21       who is our attorney to the Board.  And we have sitting

22       in for our Chief Investigator, Supervising Investigator

23       Ainsley Cromwell, from the Office of the Chief

24       Investigator.  We have Sergeant Alan Quinn, who is

25       recording our proceedings, and Ms. Rhonda Foster from
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1       Hanson Court Reporting Service.

2                 That completes the introductions, sir.

3                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.

4                 And being a military veteran, I would like --

5       some of you are probably here, but I see one in

6       uniform.

7                 Sir, would you stand up and introduce

8       yourself, please?

9                 MAJOR TILLMAN:  Yes.  My name is Major Bob

10       Tillman.  I am with the Tuskegee Airmen.  We train

11       young people to the age of 17 to become pilots.

12                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Let's give Tuskegee Airmen

13       applause, historically.

14                 (Applause).

15                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Any other -- and thank

16       you, all you VIPs, for attending this meeting tonight.

17       And I just want to give you a round of applause for

18       coming out this night.

19                 (Applause).

20                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.  Thank you.

21                 If this is your first meeting tonight for the

22       Board of Police Commission, would you just please stand

23       up, and we can give you a special round of applause if

24       this is your first meeting.

25                 (Applause).
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1                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Wow, pretty good.  Thank

2       you.  Thank you.  A warm welcome to you for coming out

3       this evening.  I know there are so many activities

4       going on this evening that you could indulge, but you

5       thought you would come out and be with us.

6                 And we are happy to be at the UAW Local 7.

7       We want to give special thanks to Ms. Evelyn Wynn for

8       their hospitality.  Is she in the house?  Is she here?

9                 Well, we just want to acknowledge and thank

10       the UAW.  It's a long history in Detroit.  We all know

11       the history.  I am a former UAW member.  You look on

12       the wall, you see some of the most prominent -- Martin,

13       Walter Luther, and Dr. King, and Coleman A. Young and

14       the President.  So it is something that -- this has

15       been a union involvement over the years, and if you go

16       to the far Eastside of Detroit, you see a baseball

17       field, there was a grand opening this year, and it is a

18       jewel that the UAW sponsored and Ford Motor sponsored.

19       And there was a great deal of involvement, so the kids

20       can now play baseball on a real baseball diamond.  And

21       I think that's a plus.

22                 (Applause).

23                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  That's a plus.  So that's

24       a commitment that we have gotten from UAW and others in

25       terms of the park has been enhanced greatly in terms
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1       of -- people talk about Belle Isle, you know, by all

2       means, Belle Isle is great, but it is a whole lot of

3       activities going on in your neighborhood parks.  I want

4       you to know that, but you already know that because you

5       are engaged, right?

6                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Right.

7                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  So that's a blessing.

8                 We are going to pause before I go any

9       further, and thank the Lord for giving us the

10       opportunity to convene this evening.

11                 And Commissioner Byrd, duly elected State Rep

12       for his district, is going to render a prayer.  Thank

13       you.

14                 COMMISSIONER BYRD:  Let us pray.

15                 Heavenly Father, we thank you for this day.

16       Like all days you bestow upon us, it is a great day.  I

17       want you to bless our police officers, our

18       commissioners and our citizens of this great City of

19       Detroit.  Give us the ability to move forward and live

20       the lives that you gave your son Jesus Christ on our

21       behalf, that we should be able to live.  And we thank

22       you for all the wonderful blessings that you bestowed

23       upon us, because you never give us more than what we

24       can bear.

25                 We all ask these blessings in the name of
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1       Jesus Christ, your precious son.  Amen.

2                 AUDIENCE:  Amen.

3                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  We are approximately ten

4       minutes from 7:00.  But once we engage, we want to

5       acknowledge what's going on in the country, in

6       reference to an incident.  And Commissioner Crawford is

7       going to speak briefly to that and ask for a moment of

8       silence.

9                 (Moment of silence).

10                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

11                 Will you speak?

12                 (Commissioner Taylor entered proceedings at

13       about 6:48 p.m.)

14                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, I will.

15       Actually, it is said 7:00 exactly across the nation in

16       many cities, including Detroit, there is a prayer vigil

17       for what happened in Ferguson, the city of Ferguson.

18                 Let me -- I am going to stand.

19                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, by all means.

20                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  (Raising hands).

21       This right here represents what occurred in Ferguson to

22       Michael Brown.  This right here represents surrender.

23       This right here represents "I don't have anything in my

24       hand."

25                 This is what saved my life on March 23rd, 20



8/14/20148/14/2014

Page 15

1       years ago, on the street corner of Philip and Warren,

2       working undercover.  Carjackers, three -- well,

3       actually, it was four, who had previously carjacked

4       someone, put a gun in my face, put a gun in my face.

5       And wanted to take the car that I was in, which was an

6       undercover City car.

7                 By the will of God, really, it was God first

8       that I am standing here, this is the only reason I

9       wasn't shot and killed, because this represented to

10       them, at that moment, that I didn't have a weapon in my

11       hand, and there was no reason to shoot me.  Of course,

12       I begged them not to shoot me.  But how it was

13       resolved, there was a gunfight, some two feet away from

14       me.  By the grace of God, I am here.  Three of them

15       were shot.  By the grace of God, they all lived.

16                 So when we talk about Ferguson, and what has

17       occurred, and things in this city, and you look at the

18       stats, the city that's 20,000, 67 -- well, 70 percent

19       African-American, 55 police officers on the force, only

20       three African-American.  Police officers don't see

21       themselves in the city, as citizens.  The population

22       that lives there don't see themselves on the police

23       department.

24                 So we pray for peace.  And there can be no

25       justice or no peace.  Okay.
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1                 So in the words of -- the spoken word that

2       was written by Marvin Gay, the song Inner City Blues,

3       wanna make me holler, wanna throw my hands up in the

4       air, and make me holler.

5                 There are sometimes people come before this

6       Board and also before the Police Department with

7       complaints.  They hurt, sometimes angry, emotional,

8       they are under stress.  But they are just seeking some

9       redress to their issue.

10                 So I say this in prayer for Ferguson.  And if

11       you stand up and hold your hands up, you understand

12       what this represents.  Even if you don't see it,

13       visually, just when people come before us, as police

14       officers before this Board, they are seeking some sort

15       of redress to issues in the community.

16                 So thank you.

17                 (Applause).

18                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.  We continue

19       for peace and tranquility in reference to the police

20       community and the community all over America.

21                 So that's the prayer that we have rendered,

22       and I think Commissioner Crawford did an excellent job

23       to highlight his awareness in reference to that.

24                 Commissioners, you have the agenda before

25       you.  The Chair would entertain a motion to approve the
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1       agenda for this evening's meeting.

2                 And before I do that, I would like to

3       acknowledge that Commissioner Jessica Taylor has joined

4       us at this time.  Thank you for your attendance.

5                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  So moved.

6                 COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  Second.

7                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It has been properly moved

8       and second.

9                 Ready for the question, those in favor?

10                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

11                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed?

12                 Motion carried.

13                 Also, you have the minutes from Thursday,

14       August 7, 2014.

15                 What is your pleasure, Commissioners?

16                 COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  So moved.

17                 COMMISSIONER BYRD:  Second.

18                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Properly moved and second.

19                 Ready for question, those in favor?

20                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

21                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Motion carried.

22                 I just want to pause to highlight a

23       couple -- perhaps we can recognize at this time

24       individuals that represent the Office of the City of

25       Detroit.  I know we have a young lady from Councilman
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1       Jenkins' office, that she gave me a business card a

2       minute ago.  And could you stand up and identify

3       yourself, please, the Community Liaison; is that

4       correct?

5                 MS. WILSON:  Do you want me to come up there?

6                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, ma'am.  That will be

7       fine.

8                 MS. WILSON:  Hello, everyone.  My name is

9       Kesha Wilson.  I am the Community Liaison for Council

10       Member Saunteel Jenkins.  Thank you for having me.

11                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

12                 Any other councilman representatives or any

13       other elected officials in the house while we pause?

14                 Dr. Divers?

15                 DR. DIVERS:  Mr. Chairman and members of the

16       Board of Police Commissioners, I am Arthur Divers.  I

17       am the liaison representative for President Pro Tem

18       George Cushingberry, Councilman for District 2.  And

19       this is my first meeting in the absence -- this year,

20       but I did want to come.  And he said he wanted to

21       express his good wishes for your success.  He is

22       interested in what you are doing.  And so he asked me

23       to come and to bring a report back on what happened at

24       your meeting.  And I shall do that.  And thank you for

25       an honor to present myself.
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1                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.  Dr. Divers is

2       a long-term Board of Education teacher and counselor.

3       I think his longest stay was on the eastside of

4       Detroit, Osborn High School.  Did I get that right?

5                 DR. DIVERS:  Yes, sir.

6                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  So I just want to

7       acknowledge, and he is also a community activist, many

8       years.  And on a side note, he is a church member.

9                 Thank you.

10                 DR. DIVERS:  Thank you.

11                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Any others?

12                 At this time, I am going to give you a brief

13       profile of the duties and responsibility of the Detroit

14       Board of Police Commissioners.

15                 In 1973, the citizens of Detroit adopted a

16       new form of governance for the Police Department by

17       revising the Detroit City Charter and creating the

18       Board of Police Commission.  The revised City Charter

19       became effective on July the 1st, 1974.

20                 I am going to give you a little tidbit on

21       that.  Prior to that, in 1861, if my research is

22       correct, this is prior to the date of the Police

23       Department forming in 1865, the governor of this state

24       at that time appointed a four-member Police Commission,

25       for the duly formed City of Detroit.  Before that, it
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1       was policed by the military.  And that established the

2       Police Commission in 1861.  And thereafter, the Police

3       Department was created in 1865, if my record is

4       correct.

5                 So we predate the Police Department.  I just

6       want the police officers to know that; that the

7       citizens and the governor -- and there was a great deal

8       of opposition to that, you know, in terms of creating

9       that entity.  So that was a blessing in reference to --

10       the reason why, because the Department is going to be

11       celebrating -- how many years next year?

12                 How many years, George?

13                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  150.

14                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  150.  So that's a blessing

15       too, you know, as we move towards that.

16                 And just to give you a little -- another

17       little history, that in 1893, L.T. Toliver, that's with

18       one L, T-o-l-i-v-e-r, was the first black officer to be

19       appointed to the Detroit Police Department, according

20       to research.  At the same time, the first female, Marie

21       Owens, was appointed to Detroit Police Department.  And

22       we have been first in other areas.  1922, radio

23       dispatch, and, you know, the rest is history in terms

24       of advancement of the technology that we have engaged.

25       So that brings us up to date.
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1                 In getting back to the Charter, the 2012 City

2       Charter provided for the Board to have 11

3       commissioners, four members appointed by the Mayor,

4       subject to the City Council approval, and seven elected

5       members.  That's why you see the seven here.  We are

6       missing -- well, we have got all seven elected, and one

7       appointed, Donnell White.

8                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Two.

9                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Two.  One is here.

10                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay.

11                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  The 2012 Charter gives the

12       Board supervising control, oversight of the Detroit

13       Police Department set forth in the Charter.

14                 As you well know, we are not under the

15       Charter at this particular time.  We all know the

16       history.  I don't have to get off into that.

17                 The meetings -- the Board is required to meet

18       at least once each week, but may vote to recess during

19       the Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year.  They didn't

20       even give us a summer vacation, I mean, but they all

21       get summer vacation.  So we have to rectify that.

22                 Specific duties, we establish policy, rules

23       and regulations of the Police Department in conjunction

24       with the Chief.  As you well know, the Chief is the

25       Chief Executive Officer of the Detroit Police
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1       Department.  And he is the -- he or she is the man, the

2       go-to person 24/7.

3                 We are -- commissioners are nonsalary, and we

4       are part-time commissioners, in that sense, but I think

5       they don't know that, because the duties and

6       responsibilities have been like, okay.  It has been

7       really a challenge.  And the Board appointed the Board

8       Secretary, you met Mr. George Anthony, you met the

9       staff.  And that's basically the overall function of

10       the Commission.

11                 Anything else I should highlight?

12                 One of the areas that we do have authority

13       over, and we have authority over citizen complaints.

14       And we have a Chief Investigator to handle all

15       noncriminal citizen complaints.  That's something that

16       we are engaged in now and have in the past and is

17       ongoing.  So we have a Chief Investigator, one of the

18       staff members here representing the Chief Investigator.

19       So that's one of the key areas that we involve.  But it

20       also interact with the Mayor and the Police Department,

21       and I think it has been a great working relationship in

22       terms of my experience for the last several months in

23       reference to Detroit Police Department under the

24       leadership of Chief Craig and his staff.  They have

25       been really warm and kind, and there has been a great
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1       deal of interaction.  So we just look forward for that

2       continuation.

3                 So that's the Board of Police Commission.

4       There's a little bit more in-depth reporting, you want

5       blow by blow, it is on the website, on the website.

6       It's also part of the City Charter.  I know some of you

7       are students in terms of being well-versed on that

8       area.

9                 And my report, I think I just said too much,

10       a whole lot.  So I am just going to move on to the

11       Deputy Chief in terms of the 5th Precinct.

12                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Captain Bliss?

13       Captain Bliss has had a terrible day today.  If

14       anything could go right, it didn't.

15                 So is your presentation ready to go?

16                 CAPTAIN BLISS:  Thank you, sir.

17                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Introduce your

18       staff.  Okay.  You don't have a staff.  In that case --

19                 CAPTAIN BLISS:  No, actually, I have my

20       neighborhood police officers here, if you would please

21       stand.

22                 (Applause).

23                 CAPTAIN BLISS:  Please introduce yourself.

24                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  This is the third

25       one.
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1                 CAPTAIN BLISS:  Thanks for joining us.

2       Appreciate that.

3                 OFFICER KING:  I am Officer King, 28 years on

4       the Department, all in number 9.  I have been appointed

5       for sections five-five, five-seven, that's the furthest

6       east part of the 5th Precinct.

7                 OFFICER GAINES:  I am Officer Deborah Gaines.

8       I have 27-and-a-half on the Department.  And I am happy

9       to be an NPO.

10                 OFFICER ROBINS:  Officer Shawnee Robins.  I

11       have 18 years on the job.

12                 (Applause).

13                 CAPTAIN BLISS:  Before I start, I just want

14       to say one thing.  I am very fortunate to be at the 5th

15       Precinct.  It doesn't happen too often that you can

16       start your career at a precinct, and then end up coming

17       back as the Commanding Officer of that precinct.

18                 In 1999, 2000, is when I became Police

19       Officer Mark Bliss.  And I was assigned to the 5th

20       Precinct back when it was at Jefferson and St. Jean.

21                 And to come here now and to say that -- you

22       know, to get the round of applause, that I am the

23       Commanding Officer, it really means something because

24       it is rare that you do get to come back.  And it just

25       feels like home.  I guess that's the best way.  Because
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1       you go through everything.  You remember, oh, I

2       remember when I really screwed that up there, or when I

3       gave a ticket over here is my first ticket, but when

4       you have that, there is a sense of ownership for your

5       precinct.  And I hope that my fellow captains can be as

6       fortunate as myself.

7                 But moving on to the 5th Precinct.

8                 The 5th Precinct, which currently shares

9       housing in the 9th Precinct, which is at 11187 Gratiot,

10       is one of the Detroit Police Department's largest

11       precincts.  The majority of the 5th Precinct falls in

12       District 4, which is managed by Mr. Odell Tate of Mayor

13       Duggan's office.

14                 The 5th Precinct covers approximately

15       12 square miles, actually it is 11.99, but -- and is

16       bound on the north by Interstate 94 and Kingsville, the

17       east by Mack Avenue and Alter Road, the south by

18       Detroit River, west by Cadillac, and then it is

19       completed by pieces of Gratiot and Conner.

20                 The future home of the 5th Precinct will be

21       located at 3500 Connor, a former UAW property directly

22       across from the Chrysler plant.  It is actually right

23       up the street from where we are right now.

24                 The structure and parking areas are currently

25       under renovation, and we are hoping to be able to
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1       occupy the building before the end of this year.  And

2       from what I have been told by our Resource Management,

3       we are looking at a possible December date to come back

4       to the 5th Precinct.

5                 Notable properties and landmarks within the

6       5th Precinct consist of Waterworks Park, the Chrysler

7       Jefferson North complex that extends from St. Jean and

8       East Warren to Conner and East Jefferson, the Fisher

9       Mansion, and the UAW Ford baseball diamond, and Balduck

10       Park.

11                 In addition, we are fortunate to have what I

12       call the three big -- the big 3 for our communities:

13       And that is the MorningSide, East English Village, and

14       Cornerstone, which are shining examples of what

15       concerned and involved citizens can accomplish with

16       hard work and dedication.

17                 According to the result of a 2011 census, the

18       5th Precinct's total population has reduced over the

19       past ten years, and currently there are approximately

20       100,000 residents.  And of that, one-third are

21       juveniles.

22                 Other points of interest in the 5th Precinct

23       are that we have 11 public teaching facilities, which

24       consist of three high schools, seven K through 8

25       schools, and also the Golightly Technical Center, and
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1       the Wayne County Community College District - East

2       Campus.

3                 Statistically, I just want to give you a

4       couple just random statistics about the 5th Precinct.

5       For patrol, we put out approximately four to five cars

6       a night on each shift.  On average, we answer about 25

7       to 30 calls for service per shift.  And on average, the

8       5th Precinct answers approximately 2,000 calls for

9       service every week, and issue between 300 to 500

10       tickets within the precinct.

11                 Another statistic is during the month of

12       December 2013, prior to the precinct being split, the

13       Eastern District Community Relations Officers and their

14       volunteers from various shifts assisted the Old

15       Newsboys Goodfellow organization in distributing over

16       9,000 Goodfellow boxes to low income residents residing

17       in the Eastern District and also parts of the

18       Northeastern District.

19                 And also, on August 5th, the 5th Precinct,

20       along with the nation, celebrated National Night Out.

21       The National Night Out, as you know, is an ongoing

22       effort to show the dedication, strength and

23       relationships between the communities, citizens and

24       businesses along with the police united together

25       against crime.
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1                 The overall goal is to encourage neighborhood

2       spirits and police community partnerships, and to send

3       a message to criminals, informing them that

4       neighborhoods across the country are organized and are

5       fighting back.

6                 I took command of the 5th Precinct June 9,

7       2014.  The one thing that I can tell you is that right

8       now we are still -- we are still living in the District

9       phase.  We want to be the 5th Precinct.  I am actively

10       trying for us to break away to be the 5th Precinct.  I

11       think that the start and the real finality to it will

12       be when we occupy 3500 Conner.  Because there is some

13       disconnect when my office and where my police officers

14       change and get in their cars, is not in the District

15       that they patrol.

16                 I attend various shifts, talk to a lot of

17       officers.  And the one thing that's overwhelming from

18       them all is they always say that, I can't wait to get

19       back home, to get back to the 5th Precinct.  A lot of

20       our -- the average seniority of our officers is, you

21       know, 15 -- it is relatively a high seniority precinct.

22       A lot of them have come back to number 5.  And that

23       tells you their love for the community, the love for

24       the surroundings.

25                 There is some things that I am going to try
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1       to undertake while being the captain of the 5th

2       Precinct.  In an effort to revitalize the Block Club

3       and Community Watch movement, my neighborhood police

4       officers have attempted to contact inactive Block Club

5       Presidents and Board Members to reestablish

6       neighborhood and business watch groups in areas where

7       there is an increase in high Part 1 and Part 2 crimes

8       within the last six-month periods.

9                 Like I stated earlier, we are very fortunate

10       because we have the perfect example of community

11       organization.  And that is the East English Village,

12       Cornerstone and MorningSide.  So, you know, we have the

13       template.  Everybody knows about those types of

14       communities.  And, you know, every time I have spoken

15       to members of those communities, they are very giving

16       with their information and their time.  And I just hope

17       that it has become something where other parts of the

18       5th Precinct adopt that type of love for their

19       community.

20                 Also, we have undertaken -- the neighborhood

21       police officers have contacted victims of home

22       invasions and B and Es to offer home security and

23       business surveys.  They have also done that for

24       businesses.  We have had some businesses that have

25       called because they had some type of crime problems,
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1       and we have sent our neighborhood police officers up

2       there to do assessments for them, to let them know what

3       could be contributing to this.

4                 I also want to establish a youth explore

5       program and recruit high school students attending

6       Southeastern, Davis Aerospace, and Golightly, and East

7       English Village Preparatory Schools that allow students

8       to explore a career in law enforcement through active

9       participation.  Currently we don't have that.  And it

10       is something that I would like to bring back.

11                 I also want to establish an East Jefferson

12       and East Warren patrol beat to address specific

13       concerns within that area.  I think that there is

14       nothing better than the foot beats.  There is a reason

15       why crime was down and officers knew exactly what was

16       going on in their community, because they didn't have

17       the windows up and they weren't driving 30, 40, 50,

18       60 miles an hour through their community.  They were

19       walking.  They had to have interaction with the

20       community.  They had to know what was going on.  I want

21       to bring that back, that intimacy with the community.

22                 I also -- as you know, there are a lot of

23       very beautiful parks here in the 5th Precinct.  And I

24       would like the 5th Precinct, once we are established,

25       to basically adopt a park.  And that is that we take
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1       care of it, it becomes the 5th Precinct's park.  Maybe

2       it might have a softball diamond and we can play games

3       on it.

4                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Better have a

5       softball diamond.

6                 CAPTAIN BLISS:  But again, it is an

7       investment in the community.  I would like the

8       community to come out there and play and know that the

9       people that are cutting the grass or pulling the weeds

10       or planting the trees are people that walk or patrol

11       these very streets in the 5th Precinct.  We are part of

12       the community.

13                 Also, I have heard from the community about

14       the high speeders.  East Warren, Alter, it is an

15       ongoing problem.  I also am looking to expand the

16       traffic enforcement by having blitzes in highly

17       traveled roads.  It is no secret that a lot of people

18       don't travel down Mack, because once you hit Alter,

19       part of it is Grosse Pointe.  So they decide that,

20       well, I can't speed there because Grosse Pointe is

21       there.  So what I am going to do is I am going to speed

22       on East Warren.  Well, what I would like to do is have

23       it so bad on East Warren that the speeders say, you

24       know, I am just going to take my chances at Mack,

25       because Warren, no, there is no way.
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1                 And finally, I know that we have a lot of

2       abandoned vehicles.  I know that blight is a priority.

3       I don't want to establish an increase in number of

4       abandoned vehicle impounds in the 5th Precinct, so when

5       there is a call, there is somebody there.  It has

6       always been a specialization, but I think it is

7       something that we need to expand.  Because blight, you

8       know, when people see cars that are abandoned or cars

9       that are sitting in a vacant piece of property, you

10       know, we are allowing that to prosper.  And that's just

11       the beginning of the downfall of a community.  We have

12       to know that as soon as we see something that's out of

13       place, be it a street light, a vacant car, garbage,

14       that it is handled.

15                 So those are just a few things that I would

16       like.

17                 And that concludes my presentation for the

18       5th Precinct.

19                 (Applause).

20                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioners, any

21       questions or comments?

22                 If not, I just want to say that you are

23       really engaged.  You identified the speeding problem,

24       some other issues, and that means you are familiar with

25       the 5th Precinct.  You are familiar with this area.
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1       And it is great that you are able to return to lead the

2       charge in terms of public safety.  And you can see the

3       reaction of the audience here.  They appreciate your

4       remarks.  Because these are issues dear and close to

5       their hearts in terms of the public safety issues that

6       we have in the city of Detroit.  Also, we want a clean

7       city, so you have addressed all those issues.

8                 So thank you on behalf of the Board.

9                 CAPTAIN BLISS:  Thank you.

10                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Deputy Chief, any other

11       remarks in reference to the Chief report?

12                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  That was pretty

13       good.  A lot better than this morning, I will tell you

14       that.

15                 No, I appreciate your sincerity.  I

16       appreciate your sincerity, you were sincere, you showed

17       some passion.  I never got an ovation like that.

18       That's pretty good.  So nice job.

19                 CAPTAIN BLISS:  I just want you to know that

20       I did have a slide presentation.

21                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I understand.

22                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Oh, here we go.  Let

23       it go, while you are on top, let it go.

24                 CAPTAIN BLISS:  You know, due to some

25       technical difficulties --
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1                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  You did a great job.  You

2       didn't need that.

3                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Sit down.  Sit down.

4                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  That's even better than

5       technology.  We get hung up on that sometimes.  You did

6       an excellent job.  So you get a 10.  And I am going

7       to --

8                 Any other comments, Deputy Chief, about the

9       Chief report, you want to share with us?

10                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  That was good.  No.

11       That was good.

12                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you.  No other

13       comments?

14                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  No.

15                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  You have nothing else for

16       us?

17                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Oh, we have

18       the Directive.  You want to go into that right now or

19       not?  I need to put my glasses on.  We are good for

20       that.

21                 Oh, we have -- tomorrow we are having a

22       graduation at Greater Grace, 24 new members are going

23       to join the Police Department graduating from the

24       Academy.

25                 (Applause).
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1                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Yeah, we need it.

2                 And the Chief is going to appoint 20

3       individuals to the rank of detective tomorrow at the

4       same time.  So that will be good.  It is a new ranking

5       started.  And I think it is going to help us out.

6                 UNIDENTIFIED WOMAN:  Where is it at?

7                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  At the Greater

8       Grace, right?  Greater Grace Temple.  10:00.

9                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  10:00 a.m., Greater Grace.

10       We all know Greater Grace on the far west side of

11       Detroit.

12                 2ND D.C. WASHINGTON:  Yes, sir.

13                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  You can't miss it.  10:00,

14       get there early.  I am looking forward to interaction

15       with -- we had an opportunity to speak to the class.

16                 I would like to pause.  Sir, was there

17       anything else?  I mean, I know there's something else

18       on the agenda, but right now?

19                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  No, that's it.  We

20       are good.

21                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Mr. Knight, would you come

22       forward?

23                 Mr. Knight represents this District in terms

24       of the business part of it.  He is the Deputy District

25       Manager, and my understanding that the long-term
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1       President of MorningSide, Odell Tate, mother passed.

2       And we offer our condolence and prayers to Mr. Odell

3       Tate.  He was the former MorningSide President, you

4       heard the Captain talk about MorningSide.  And he is

5       also the Manager for this District 4, and each District

6       has a District Manager.  And you are the --

7                 MR. KNIGHT:  -- Deputy Chief.

8                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  -- and I didn't want to

9       pull you away from your pizza earlier when I was asking

10       people to come forward.  So we will do that now.

11                 MR. KNIGHT:  Thank you very much.  Good

12       afternoon, everyone.  It's a pleasure to be here.  I am

13       excited.  I am excited about the Captain's report.  He

14       is definitely engaged.  I work with him.  Every day, I

15       am sending him a text about something.  So I am just

16       thankful, just let you know, he is very responsive.  I

17       am also thankful for you all being in our neighborhood.

18       Glad you are able to see District 4.  So I think most

19       people know me around here.  So excited to be here.

20       Thank you.

21                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  You are not that popular.

22                 We know you work for the Mayor.  Thank you.

23                 Okay.  I would like to identify a couple of

24       other people.  I saw my former precinct commander, Mack

25       and Gratiot, 7th Precinct, Captain Hope, would you
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1       stand up and --

2                 (Applause).

3                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Tell us something about

4       Mack and Gratiot, the old 7th Precinct.  So you are

5       commanding my old home.

6                 CAPTAIN HOPE:  I love it.  I am having a

7       very, very unique experience here at number 7.  We have

8       a beautiful water line there.  We have a diverse group

9       of individuals.  We have high rises, seniors, we have

10       the business district.  We have Chene Park.  We have so

11       many wonderful activities in our community.  And we are

12       all engaged.  And we are hoping for our new building

13       soon.  And that will be located at 3501 Chene.  We

14       cannot wait.  It is going to be really, really great,

15       because just like Captain Bliss said, there is nothing

16       like having your own.  We share with number 11.  And

17       they have been so inspirational for us.  A great

18       support with Captain Leach in the back there.  But it

19       is nothing like the community having their home.  So

20       with that being said, we are very, very excited for all

21       the possibilities.  We are doing well.

22                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, Captain.  I

23       just want to say before the Captain leaves the mic that

24       she is our only female captain commanding a precinct;

25       is that correct?
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1                 CAPTAIN HOPE:  Yes.

2                 (Applause).

3                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  She has held the boots on

4       the ground.  And I want to say I didn't work with her

5       directly, but I know she worked formerly in narcotics.

6       I was doing administration stuff.  You were going

7       through the doors.  So she has been the real police,

8       and over the years, so I just want to commend you on

9       your career.  Glad you are still with us.  So that's

10       challenging when you talk about working in a precinct.

11       So we appreciate you.

12                 CAPTAIN HOPE:  Thank you, sir.

13                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

14                 (Applause).

15                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioners, any

16       standing committee or subcommittee reports at this

17       time?

18                 If not, we move on to new business.

19                 We have a Resolution for Mr. William Barlage,

20       but he is flying in.  He might be able to come from the

21       airport and make it here in time.  If not, we might

22       just do a resolution without him, but he wants to be

23       here.  I am just going to save that.  If he arrive

24       prior to us adjourning, we will activate that at that

25       time.
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1                 So he is the President of East English

2       Village, my neighborhood.  And the Resolution will

3       speak to his involvement.  I know he is pleased to see

4       the D.C. Dolunt, because he always -- you did an

5       excellent job when you worked this area.  Now you are

6       working citywide.  So there is a relationship there.

7                 And we can move on to item number 2 on the

8       agenda, the Directive from lesbian, bisexual,

9       transgender, and gay communities.  Someone is supposed

10       to address that.  Is that something --

11                 Mr. Secretary, will you help me out on that?

12                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  There is a

13       representative.

14                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  I am looking at

15       you.  Oh, this young lady here.  Former student at --

16                 OFFICER WOODS:  Dominican.

17                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  -- Dominican High School

18       and Academy.

19                 OFFICER WOODS:  I am.

20                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  My former coaching job.

21       So it's good to see the young lady have moved on.

22       There are great things come out of Eastside, not just

23       Renaissance.  And Cass Tech.

24                 OFFICER WOODS:  Okay.

25                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Continue.
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1                 OFFICER WOODS:  Okay.  I am Officer Danielle

2       Woods.  I work for the Office of the Chief,

3       Neighborhood Liaison Unit.  I am the LGBT liaison for

4       Detroit Police Department.  This is a historical moment

5       because this has never happened here.  This has never

6       been a part of the Directives.

7                 It started off, of course, as a special

8       order.  And now it is Directive 102.9.

9                 The purpose of it is to establish guidelines

10       and procedures for the Detroit Police Department and

11       Department's members' interaction with the lesbian,

12       gay, bisexual and transgender individuals, commonly

13       referred to as the LGBT community.

14                 My particular job in a nutshell is pretty

15       much to be the bridge, from the LGBT community to the

16       Department, and vice versa.  So I can be the voice on

17       both ends.

18                 Any questions?

19                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

20                 COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  Through the Chair, you

21       were reading the purpose, and you said the purpose was

22       to establish guidelines.  So there is no -- there's

23       been no -- any guidelines to address those -- the

24       individuals?

25                 OFFICER WOODS:  Well, that's the point of the
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1       Directive.  It is to let the officers know that they

2       will be held accountable, and to let them know how to

3       address persons of the LGBT community, how to house,

4       specify, and the courtesies, because it can sometimes

5       be a very sensitive subject.  And everybody is not

6       always so open to that community.  So this just kind of

7       sets the bar for what's expected of DPD officers.

8                 COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  Thank you.

9                 COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Through the Chair.

10                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

11                 COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Officer Woods, have you

12       reached out to that community yet or --

13                 OFFICER WOODS:  Oh, yes, I have.  I am very

14       involved in the community.  Actually, the first

15       weekend -- I can't exactly remember the dates -- but

16       that Tuesday through Sunday, in June, was Detroit Gay

17       Black Pride where there were multiple forums and

18       picnics and different things, different activities.  I

19       am involved with Equality Michigan, former Triangle

20       Foundation, KICK of Detroit, I already said Equality

21       Michigan, Affirmations, Caribou House.  There's

22       anything LGBT in Michigan, I am hands on with.

23                 COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Second question,

24       through the Chair.

25                 Are they aware of this new Directive?
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1                 OFFICER WOODS:  They are.  Yes, they are.

2                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir?

3                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

4                 Yes, ma'am.  Were they involved in, I guess,

5       or had some input in this Directive?

6                 OFFICER WOODS:  Oh, most definitely.  This

7       was drafted by members of the community, of course, DPD

8       staff, the Legal Department, myself.  And I think

9       that's pretty much it, but everyone -- participants

10       both from the community and the Department was involved

11       in drafting this document, this Directive.

12                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay.  So you did do

13       it in consultation with them?

14                 OFFICER WOODS:  Oh, definitely, yes.  Like I

15       say, it can be very sensitive, and the verbiage has to

16       be -- you know, nobody wants to be left out.

17                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay.

18                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioner to my right,

19       any other comments?  Questions?

20                 Thank you, Officer.

21                 OFFICER WOODS:  Thank you, sir.

22                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioner, I think we

23       received this early on back in June.  Oh, sorry, go

24       ahead, speak to it.

25                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Mr. Chair, this is a new
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1       Directive.  So this Directive should come back before

2       the Board next month at the community meeting.

3                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.

4                 You heard the Board Secretary.  So we will

5       act accordingly at the next month.  So we are receiving

6       it now.  And we will have a chance to digest it.  And

7       next month, I guess we will take action on it.

8                 Item number 3 on the agenda is in reference

9       to Nextdoor.  And I ask our Vice Chair of East English

10       Village, the one and only Latisha Johnson, to come

11       forward.

12                 (Applause).

13                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  She is the first Vice

14       President, I get those titles right, and she is a

15       community activist, and I really commend this young

16       lady in the path she has taken to take time out from

17       her duties and responsibilities to really spend some

18       quality time with community issues.

19                 MS. JOHNSON:  Good evening, everyone.

20                 AUDIENCE:  Good evening.

21                 MS. JOHNSON:  Thank you for the opportunity.

22       I am Latisha Johnson.  I am the first Vice President of

23       East English Village.  I have been for the past

24       five-and-a-half years working extremely hard in the

25       community, and I am glad to look around the room and
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1       see so many neighbors that I do know, whether in

2       MorningSide, East English Village or Cornerstone.

3                 I was asked to come today to speak about

4       Nextdoor.  Hopefully many people are familiar with

5       Nextdoor.  It is Nextdoor.com.  It is another social

6       media website, but it has a unique component to it in

7       the fact that it allows community groups to communicate

8       with one another.  So East English Village,

9       MorningSide, Cornerstone, Yorkshire Woods, there are

10       also some communities in Grosse Pointe that I can see

11       that are near or adjacent to our community.  And it

12       gives us all an opportunity to share what we are all

13       dealing with in our neighborhoods.

14                 One of the greatest things about that, of

15       course, is for us, it allows all of us to be a bit more

16       proactive in addressing some of the issues that we see

17       within our communities.  So if someone has a break-in,

18       if someone has seen an individual that has perpetrated

19       a crime, then we can share that information throughout

20       the various communities.  And we can be proactive and

21       vigilant as it relates to ensuring that it doesn't

22       happen to us or to our neighbors.

23                 It also gives us an opportunity to share all

24       types of information.  There are several people here

25       that share quite a bit on the website, whether it be a
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1       community meeting, this meeting in particular, or

2       anything that's going on in the city that would be

3       beneficial to residents of the city and of our

4       communities.

5                 So I always strongly encourage for

6       neighborhoods to join, for residents to get linked on

7       the website.  It is different from a Facebook website

8       because it just gives us all a greater voice within our

9       communities.

10                 I am aware that the administrators of the

11       site have been working on giving police officers,

12       elected officials, the ability to link into the

13       communities that they serve, even if they don't live in

14       that community.  Just so that everybody can be aware of

15       the challenges that we are facing and we can all work

16       toward a concerted effort to deal with those challenges

17       that we are having.

18                 I personally would like to see more

19       neighborhoods linked into our page, connected with us,

20       because I have been to some community group meetings

21       where they don't have representation on Nextdoor.  And

22       I always strongly encourage them to, even if the

23       community group has not created their own page, the

24       residents can go on to the website and sign up.  And

25       once you put your address onto the website, it puts you
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1       in the community that you are in.  But, of course, if

2       there are leaders within that community, it gives them

3       the ability to monitor the information that's coming

4       out from their community.  So I strongly encourage

5       that.

6                 One thing I learned today is that the field

7       managers that had jobs within the City of Detroit to

8       encourage more communities to join Nextdoor, their last

9       day is August 21st.  So that just essentially means

10       that we will have to e-mail to get questions answered.

11       We won't have a specific person to address our issues

12       and concerns with, as it relates to the website.  But

13       community groups can still go on and add their

14       organization on the website.

15                 Any questions for me?

16                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioners?

17                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the chair, I

18       just have -- what's happening with the field managers?

19                 MS. JOHNSON:  I am not sure.  Nextdoor.com is

20       apparently a for-profit, it is run by a for-profit

21       organization.  And earlier this year, Detroit didn't

22       have a large presence on the website.  So they hired I

23       believe six or seven field managers throughout the

24       city of Detroit to increase the number of community

25       groups that were on Nextdoor.  And I guess they have
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1       done a great job.  So they -- their last day is

2       August 21st, but like I said, there are still some

3       community groups that I would love to see connected

4       with us on Nextdoor.

5                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay.  Thank you.

6                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Any other comments from

7       the Commissioners?

8                 I would like to just pause for one second to

9       acknowledge, we keep talking about MorningSide, East

10       English Village and Cornerstone.

11                 I would like MorningSide to stand up, if you

12       are in the house.  Any representative from MorningSide?

13       Is that Reverend Reed?

14                 PASTOR REED:  Yes.

15                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Oh, okay.  Good.  That's

16       MorningSide.  That's just a part of the leadership team

17       there, there are others.  That's one, you know, Captain

18       mentioned how active they are.

19                 And also, East English Village, would you

20       please stand up?  Any other members of East English

21       Village?  Okay.  There's two.

22                 (Applause).

23                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Thank you.  And

24       also Cornerstone, are you here?  I see you.  Would you

25       please stand up?
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1                 (Applause).

2                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  That area is over by

3       Balduck Park, by St. John, okay, in that area.  Just

4       you can identify.  We hope that we can -- Councilman

5       Spivey, we are trying to do a better job in other areas

6       who are not as organized, but these are the pillars of

7       the community.  We have -- stand up, sir, identify your

8       organization -- East Outer Drive.

9                 MR. MORTON:  Pierce Morton, East Outer Drive

10       Community Association.

11                 (Applause).

12                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Any other community

13       organizations here?  Any others here?  I just want to

14       thank you for --

15                 Yes, ma'am?

16                 UNIDENTIFIED WOMAN:  I just want to say

17       Mr. Pierson and his wife, they have some signs they

18       have been selling for a few years now, Bring Back the

19       Pride, and put them in your lawn.  Even though we are

20       not in his area, we love -- they even have T-shirts,

21       so...

22                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, I bought one of those

23       signs.

24                 So that's really fantastic in terms of

25       community involvement, because without you, we cannot
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1       function, and you need that type of leadership in the

2       city of Detroit.  And you hear about other areas, but

3       there is a lot going on on the Eastside.

4                 I just mentioned that the Council Spivey is

5       trying to impact other neighborhoods and business

6       associations, trying to tie it all together in terms of

7       the quality of life in the city of Detroit.

8                 So we move on with the agenda.  Project WHAT!

9                 MR. MELCHOR:  Good evening, everyone.  My

10       name is Paul Melchor.  I am representing Youth Voice, a

11       project of the Harriet Taubman Center.

12                 I am here today to present Project WHAT!

13       WHAT! is an acronym that stands for We're Here and

14       Talking.  The program was launched in 2006 in Oakland,

15       California.  It is a program that raises awareness of

16       youth with incarcerated parents.  Project WHAT! offers

17       paid summer jobs to youths, to share their stories, and

18       help others with incarcerated parents.  It was helping

19       bring this program to Michigan.

20                 If you are asking yourselves, why did Project

21       WHAT! wish to come to Michigan?  Why not some other

22       state?  Michigan is known for having long sentences, as

23       well as having highly restrictive visitation policies.

24       In Michigan, approximately 45,000 fathers are

25       incarcerated, and 3,000 mothers incarcerated.  We wish
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1       to change visitation policies and arrest protocols in

2       order to make the situation less traumatizing for

3       youth.

4                 There are various myths that revolve around

5       the effect incarceration has on families.

6                 For starters, people say that children of

7       incarcerated parents are six times more likely to be

8       imprisoned than an average child.  In reality, there is

9       no evidence to support this claim.

10                 However, various studies supports that

11       children of incarcerated parents do have a higher risk

12       of negative behavior and school issues.

13                 One of them states that parents that are

14       incarcerated are dangerous people.  This is not the

15       case.

16                 Seventy-one percent of mothers are arrested

17       for non-violent offenses.  And 52 percent of fathers

18       are arrested for non-violent offenses.

19                 The final myth is that children who visit

20       prisons to visit parents are often traumatized by the

21       event.  And this is, once again, not the case.

22       Children of incarcerated parents often feel isolation

23       and guilt and shame because their parent is

24       incarcerated.  However, visiting their parent can often

25       help with their emotional adjustment to the situation.
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1                 Now I am going to talk about the present and

2       future of Project WHAT! here in Michigan.

3                 Youth Voice is helping with a crowdfunding

4       campaign on indiegogo.com, with Project WHAT!  We have

5       currently raised over $4,000 statewide on July 8th.

6       The campaign ends on August 22nd, and we have to each

7       our goal of $10,000 before that date.  We are asking

8       for your help.  If you are capable of making a

9       donation, we would greatly appreciate it.  However, if

10       you are unable to make a donation, you can still help

11       us by spreading the word of the campaign on social

12       media, with friends and family, with members of your

13       colleague -- with members of your congregation, sorry,

14       and colleagues.

15                 With your help, we may launch a capacity of

16       youth to become leaders, peer mentors, and facilitators

17       in the movement for reform in Michigan.

18                 Thank you for your time.

19                 (Applause).

20                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

21                 Commissioner Taylor probably wants to respond

22       to -- this is not your first appearance before this

23       Board, and Commissioner Taylor is taking on some

24       interaction.  I guess she can elaborate.

25                 COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  No.  I said I am part
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1       of -- a member of the Commission on Community Action

2       and Economic Opportunity that deals with changing

3       policy, and for low income people.

4                 So my question to you, and I am going to

5       invite you to our forum once I get a date, so I talked

6       with Mr. Gomez -- is it Mr. Gomez that's --

7                 MR. MELCHOR:  Yes.

8                 COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  And also I just want to

9       ask you, what are some of the challenges you are having

10       as far as visitation you said?

11                 MR. MELCHOR:  In terms of visitation, as I

12       stated, sometimes rules can be highly restrictive.  For

13       example, somebody came to me and told me that their

14       children were unable to wear shoelaces when they visit

15       their parents.

16                 COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  Say that again.  They

17       are not able to wear shoelaces?

18                 MR. MELCHOR:  Shoelaces to visit their

19       parents, and so that can be an issue where children are

20       unable to visit their parents.  And they are children,

21       they don't mean any harm, they don't wish to cause any

22       harm when they visit their parents.

23                 COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  Okay.  Okay.

24                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Any other comments,

25       Commissioners?



8/14/20148/14/2014

Page 53

1                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Excuse me, through

2       the Chair, I just have one.

3                 What happened to the youth that were here

4       last time you were here?

5                 MR. MELCHOR:  Unfortunately, they couldn't

6       make it.  They had other business to attend to.

7                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay.  There was a

8       number of youth last time we talked about it.

9                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, young man.

10                 (Applause).

11                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  This is a glaring issue.

12                 Perhaps we can lobby the newly elected State

13       Rep Wendell Byrd to look into this matter when he take

14       office in 2015.  I am putting something on his -- I am

15       putting something on his plate, because we are talking

16       about incarceration of parents, there is a significant

17       number.  And I never thought about it in terms of the

18       impact on the children who has nothing to do with

19       anything.  But in terms of visitation, interaction.  We

20       know what impact they have in reference to not having a

21       father figure.  So if we can impact that, that would be

22       great.

23                 So you heard it here first, Commissioner

24       Byrd.

25                 COMMISSIONER BYRD:  Thank you, sir.
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1                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Moving on to old business.

2                 We have a Directive 205.10, Internal Border

3       Crossing Threat Response Protocol.

4                 Mr. Secretary?

5                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  I thought Lieutenant

6       Merkerson from Planning and Inspection may be here

7       to address that.

8                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  He is here.

9                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  He was.

10                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Could the president of

11       MorningSide acknowledge?  We are pausing for one

12       minute.  Just come to the mic and introduce yourself

13       and MorningSide.

14                 MS. ANDERSON:  Hello, everyone.  My name is

15       Zelda Anderson.  I am the newly elected President of

16       MorningSide.

17                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Where is MorningSide?

18                 MS. ANDERSON:  Okay.  MorningSide, the

19       borders are Alter Road, East Warren -- no, Alter Road,

20       Outer Drive, Mack, and I-94.

21                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Anything else you wanted

22       to share?

23                 MS. ANDERSON:  Well, no, not really.

24                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  We thank you for

25       your commitment, and you are the newly elected
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1       President.

2                 MS. ANDERSON:  Yes.

3                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.  I know you

4       served as Vice President not too long ago.

5                 MS. ANDERSON:  Yes, I did, you know, while --

6       after Odell Tate, he was appointed to District 4

7       Manager.

8                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes.

9                 MS. ANDERSON:  -- and so that, needless to

10       say, moved me up as of, what? April.

11                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And that quiet spirit.

12                 MS. ANDERSON:  Yeah, that's true.

13                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.  Thank you.

14                 MS. ANDERSON:  All right.  And thank you too.

15                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Appreciate you.  Okay.

16                 (Applause).

17                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Ms. Brown?

18                 Now this young lady is involved with

19       everything.  What can we say, without her --

20                 MS. BROWN:  I just want to say that Zelda,

21       she doesn't say a whole lot, but she is a hands-on

22       person.

23                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I know.  I know.

24                 MR. BROWN:  She is every cleanup, everywhere.

25       She is always making sure the workers got food and
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1       stuff.  She is a hands-on President.  We are glad to

2       have her.

3                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Ms. Brown, would you give

4       your name for the record, please.  I am forgetting the

5       protocol here.  Give your name here, or we are going to

6       be in trouble.

7                 MS. BROWN:  I am so sorry.  My name is

8       Beverly Brown.  I am Second Vice President of

9       MorningSide.  And Vice President of the Eastern

10       District Police Community Council.

11                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you for the food

12       this evening.

13                 MR. BROWN:  Now you know you weighing in on

14       that.

15                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

16                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Commissioner, I

17       think Merkerson left; is that correct?  Dan -- Alan?

18       Merkerson left the building?

19                 OFFICER QUINN:  I can look.

20                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  We can table that to the

21       next meeting in the future.

22                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Thank you.

23                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Is that okay,

24       Mr. Secretary?  Would that be fine?

25                 SECRETARY ANTHONY:  That's fine, sir.
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1                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Just want to --

2       announcement, the next meeting is going to be held on

3       Thursday, August the 21st, 2014, at 3:00 p.m., at the

4       Detroit Public Safety Headquarters, 1301 Third Avenue,

5       the Michigan Room, Detroit, Michigan.

6                 Are you familiar with the new Public Safety

7       building that's downtown on Third and Michigan?  It is

8       a great building, great facility.  If you haven't had

9       an opportunity, come down for one of our meetings.  I

10       am pretty sure you can -- you will really be impressed,

11       your tax dollars at work.  So check it out.

12       Headquarters is not the same when I was on the Police

13       Department.  So it is really -- and it is public

14       safety, it is police and fire, and I think State and

15       some other unknown entity, you don't want to know

16       anyway, in that building.  So it is great in terms of

17       the facility there.

18                 Now, we are going to follow the agenda by

19       initiating oral communication from the audience.  And

20       we are going to ask that you give your name, and if you

21       are from an organization.  There is a two-minute

22       timeframe.  We ask that you be respectful of this

23       process.  And hopefully you will be focused on the

24       point and then we don't have to cut you off in terms of

25       mid sentence, but -- unlike the Council, they will cut
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1       you off.  But we are friendly, but we want you to be to

2       the point in terms of 2 minutes .5.  Thank you.

3                 MR. WELBORNE:  Good evening, Council.  My

4       name is Bill Welborne.

5                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Did you say who?

6                 MR. WELBORNE:  Huh?

7                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  You said Council.

8                 MR. WELBORNE:  I'm sorry.

9                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I threw you off.

10                 MR. WELBORNE:  The other day Brenda Jones

11       made a mistake.  She said Mayor Dave Bing, so I can

12       make a mistake too.

13                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Revisit that, huh?

14                 MR. WELBORNE:  My name is Bill Welborne,

15       President of Citywide, Police Community Relations

16       Council.

17                 First of all, kudos to Project WHAT!  I had a

18       meeting with them yesterday, and they have got an

19       excellent program.  I had about an hour-and-a-half

20       meeting with them.  And I am going to be working with

21       them.

22                 But my thing now, is I have Major Tillman

23       here, which is one of the original Tuskegee Airmen.  I

24       am the second generation Tuskegee Airmen.  And he has

25       got a program where he is working with kids, so I am
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1       more or less going to let him speak rather than I

2       speak.  I can get back to you guys later on.

3                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.  Thank you.

4                 MAJOR TILLMAN:  It is an honor to be here.

5       My name is Major Bob Tillman.  I am with the Tuskegee

6       Airmen.

7                 We have a program that trains young people

8       from 8 to 17 to become pilots.  Most of our kids have

9       their pilot's license before they turn 17.  Even before

10       they drive.

11                 We have another program in Wayne State, SEMMA

12       program, Science, Engineering, Mathematics and

13       Aerospace.  Kids from kindergarten to 12th grade.  So

14       the kids are very advanced in there.  They know about

15       aerodynamics.  They know about physics, science, you

16       know, this is the new way of the future.  So we are

17       trying to actively get organizations to get these young

18       people there.  We flew this past Sunday.  We had about

19       a hundred kids over at City Airport flying.  So we are

20       looking for many more.  Thank you.

21                 (Applause).

22                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.  Thank you,

23       sir, Major.

24                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair, does

25       he have any contact information?



8/14/20148/14/2014

Page 60

1                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Sir, would you come back

2       to the mic, please?  The Commissioner has a question.

3                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Do you have any contact

4       information that someone can get in contact with you?

5                 MAJOR TILLMAN:  Yes, sir.  I will give you my

6       card.  You can contact me.

7                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Yes, sir.

8                 MAJOR TILLMAN:  And we will give you the

9       agenda of all the programs we have.

10                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Thank you.

11                 MAJOR TILLMAN:  Thank you, sir.

12                 Oh, also, before we leave, I have a young man

13       here.  He is eight years old.  He is a part of our

14       program.

15                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  He is nine.

16                 MAJOR TILLMAN:  Nine.  He is also an actor.

17       We are doing a movie.  It's called The Boy Who Outran

18       the Baseball.  And he is the boy who outran the

19       baseball.

20                 (Applause).

21                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Major, I just want

22       to -- Commissioner Crawford, you had a comment.

23                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, through the

24       Chair.

25                 Can we hear from the young man?
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1                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  They want you up

2       there.

3                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Can we hear from the

4       young man?

5                 JORDAN ST. CLAIR:  Hello.

6                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  What's your name?

7                 JORDAN ST. CLAIR:  My name is Jordan

8       St. Clair.

9                 MAJOR TILLMAN:  And you are part of the

10       movie.

11                 JORDAN ST. CLAIR:  I am part of the movie

12       that's called The Boy Who Outran the Baseball, an

13       animation movie.

14                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Well, what's

15       that -- Jordan is your name?

16                 JORDAN ST. CLAIR:  Yes.

17                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I want you to know, if you

18       achieve that, you will have surpassed the great and one

19       and only, the greatest ball player in the history of

20       baseball, and that is Willie Mays.

21                 JORDAN ST. CLAIR:  (Nodded).

22                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Looking forward to that.

23       Thank you.

24                 (Applause).

25                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir?
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1                 MR. LUNN:  Hello, again.  I assume most of

2       know who I am.  I am Mr. Dana Lunn.

3                 I come to you again to complain about my

4       area.  In my yard, I am building a play area, for one,

5       for my grandkids, but my complaint is, again, could I

6       get officers or an officer to please come, again, as I

7       beg, again, to patrol my area on Waltham Street.

8                 I continue to come down here, or not here,

9       but on 1301 Third Street, but I never could get an

10       officer to come over there.  I mean, I just heard the

11       Captain that was speaking, but -- and which he did give

12       a great speech on about what he is going to do in the

13       5th Precinct area.  But can we get someone over there

14       in the 9th Precinct area?  I come down here all the

15       time, well, not down here, but over there on Third, and

16       I beg every time.  There is so many kids in the area.

17       That's why I am building a play area in my yard.  I

18       have a big yard.  But I can't get no one over there,

19       because there is so many children over there.  And I am

20       using my money to keep them off the street.

21                 But they speed up and down my block

22       continuously every day.  Every day.  Night and day.

23       And I call the 9th Precinct.  And I tell them.  I call

24       911.  And I still tell them.  But I get a --  I still

25       get a bad attitude from that precinct.  But I hear this



8/14/20148/14/2014

Page 63

1       young man speak on what he is going to do when they

2       build that precinct in that area.  I assume this is the

3       5th Precinct area that's here right now, but I am

4       fighting for my area.

5                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  The 9th Precinct?

6                 MR. LUNN:  The 9th Precinct.

7                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Excuse me, would you like

8       the 9th Precinct captain?

9                 MR. LUNN:  I think I met him one time.  I

10       don't know who it is.

11                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  You are going to get a

12       chance to interact with him again.  Commissioner Taylor

13       wanted to respond.

14                 COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  Mr. Lunn, through the

15       Chair, I think the last time you came, I talked with

16       Captain Roche.  And Captain Roche went over.  And they

17       patrolled that area.  They gave out tickets.

18                 Ainsley, did you want to speak to that?

19                 INVESTIGATOR CROMWELL:  I spoke to you.

20                 MR. LUNN:  Yes, I did.

21                 COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  So he did come --

22                 MR. LUNN:  They come out there maybe once out

23       of a month.  And I can guarantee, I will do -- I will

24       get video.  I built the play stand in my yard.

25                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Sir, would you allow the
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1       captain to respond?

2                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yeah, through the

3       Chair, Captain Roche, could you step up and -- because

4       that is my District, the 3rd District, and I talked

5       to --

6                 CAPTAIN ROCHE:  Good afternoon, Board.

7       Captain Roche, 9th Precinct.

8                 We are aware of this issue, and we have the

9       deployed NPO's over there.  I spoke with Mr. Lunn on a

10       couple of occasions in regards to this personally.  I

11       personally went over there to address this issue.  We

12       are issuing -- we have issued tickets.  We have towed

13       vehicles.  We will continue to stay in this area, as

14       well as any area of the 9th Precinct, and I will work

15       more closely with him.  I actually will invite him to

16       go on a ride-along with us in order to see what we are

17       doing over in that area.  And I am sure that we can

18       alleviate those concerns at the 9th Precinct level.

19                 MR. LUNN:  I have no problem going on a ride.

20                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.

21                 CAPTAIN ROCHE:  You are welcome, sir.

22                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.  I think

23       we have the gist of your concern.  And the Captain

24       responded, and the Commission have responded.  We are

25       going to hopefully satisfy you at some point in time.
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1       We doing the best, citywide, you know, Jefferson,

2       Chalmers, you know, everybody want the police 24/7.

3       And they are 24/7, but we are trying to --

4                 MR. LUNN:  What do I have to do to get a

5       community thing going then for my area then?  Because I

6       am just only one person.

7                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  We can work with

8       you.  Commissioner Crawford is going to interact with

9       you and the Captain is going to interact with you.  And

10       there is other resources from East English Village,

11       MorningSide.  At the end of this meeting, you should

12       just intermingle and find out what -- that's why we

13       wanted to expose the organization, the leadership, they

14       are here tonight.  I think they can be very, very

15       helpful in terms of what you are trying to do.  And we

16       want to be supportive too.  But we have move on the

17       agenda this evening.

18                 MR. LUNN:  I have no problem with that.

19                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.

20                 (Applause).

21                 PASTOR REED:  Good evening.  My name is

22       DaRell Reed.  I am the Pastor of Spirit of Love Church

23       on Mack Avenue at Somerset.  And I am also on the Board

24       for MorningSide Neighborhood Association.

25                 And over where my church is at, this summer,
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1       a marijuana dispensary opened up just 10 feet away from

2       our church.  And I have been actually complaining on

3       the phone about this since November when they first

4       started remodeling the building that used to be a

5       Little Caesars.

6                 And so I found out by Zoning is that Zoning

7       did not authorize any dispensaries to open.  And then I

8       contacted Lansing.  Licensing and Regulations gave

9       permission for people to handle marijuana, but they

10       have not authorized anyone to open a store.

11                 They said to call the police.  Zoning said to

12       call the police.  But when I call the police, they say

13       somebody must have told them they can open.  And then I

14       contacted Zoning again, and Zoning said that they have

15       not authorized anyone to open, but they do not have the

16       resources to shut them down.

17                 So now, in Detroit, we have over 220

18       dispensaries that are open, and they are not authorized

19       to be open.  So what can we do?  It is right next door

20       to my church.  I just left my church, and I probably

21       smell like marijuana right now.  So what can we do?

22       Because it is only going to get worse.

23                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Well --

24                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Through the Chair.

25                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Deputy Chief.
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1                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Through the Chair,

2       Assistant Chief Dolunt.

3                 Eric Jones, who was the Assistant Chief here

4       before, is now in charge of Buildings, Safety, and

5       Licensing.  And I am going to have Captain Bliss reach

6       out to him directly, see what we can do about that.  I

7       find it amazing that you can't have a bar within so

8       many feet of a church, but you can have a drug house.

9                 PASTOR REED:  That's right.

10                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  You got to love the

11       legislature.

12                 So Bliss, reach out to Eric Jones.  He is the

13       Director now.  See what we can come up with.  Because

14       this is ridiculous.  I don't care if it is legalized

15       marijuana or not.  You can't have it by a church.

16       Okay.  Is that fair?

17                 PASTOR REED:  Can I have a contact with

18       someone that we can go back and forth?  Thank you very

19       much.

20                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Pastor Reed, please

21       don't -- when you meet with the Captain, please do not

22       leave.  I want you to do a closing prayer.

23                 PASTOR REED:  Okay.

24                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Because we need prayer,

25       all that's happening in the United States and the City.
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1       Thank you, sir.

2                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Commissioner Bell?

3                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

4                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Bill Barlage showed

5       up.

6                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Tell him to have a

7       seat in the front row.  And we will call --

8                 Relax for a minute.  I know you just got off

9       the jet.  We will call you up.

10                 MS. BROWN:  And I am sorry --

11                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  That's okay.

12                 MS. BROWN:  -- I'm up here so quick.  And I

13       would like to make an acknowledgement, the people that

14       helped with the food --

15                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

16                 MS. BROWN:  -- yourself included, Sandy

17       Butler, who always helps, and Maurice Mitchell, he is

18       my President of my block club.  And he looks out for

19       me.  He makes sure I don't have to carry heavy water

20       and ice and everything.

21                 Who else was there?  Jackie.  Jackie helped

22       us.  And Zelda, Zelda with the salad.  And Jack Rabbit

23       with the chicken.  And I just wanted to thank

24       everybody.  Yes.

25                 (Applause).
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1                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.  Thank you.

2       Thank you.

3                 Yes, ma'am?

4                 MS. LOLLES:  Good evening, everyone.

5                 You are going to be surprised because I don't

6       have a complaint.

7                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Give us your name.

8                 MS. LOLLES:  My name is Shirley Lolles.

9                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.

10                 MS. LOLLES:  I live on College between

11       Algonac and Elmo.  And we recently contacted Sergeant

12       Blue to help us with a problem we are having.  Thank

13       you.  He is helping us.  We have been able to call and

14       get service so far.  That's what I want to say today.

15                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, ma'am.

16                 Hold on a second.

17                 COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  Through the Chair, I

18       would just like to introduce this young man.  He is a

19       member of Chance for Life organization.  The young man

20       was talking about a prison organization.  Mr. Kenneth

21       Foster who spent -- was it 38 or 40?

22                 MR. FOSTER BEY:  Forty-one.

23                 COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  -- forty-one years in

24       prison.  He has been out about --

25                 MR. FOSTER BEY:  Fifty-eight days exact.
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1                 COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  -- fifty-eight days.

2                 (Applause).

3                 COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  And he was in the

4       program for 15 years.  And Chance for Life has a

5       recidivism rate of 98 percent where they don't go back.

6       So hopefully Mr. Foster --

7                 MR. FOSTER BEY:  Okay.  Thank you.

8                 First of all, I want to say good evening to

9       the honorable Commission and staff.  I want to say good

10       evening to everyone in the audience.

11                 I am going to try to speak real fast.  My

12       name is Kenneth Foster Bey.  I am not tied with any

13       particular group or any particular active group or

14       anything.  But since I have been out for 58 days, I

15       have visited a total of five churches.  Five of those

16       churches, I spoke at two of them, Greater Grace being

17       one of them.  And the pastor of the Prison Ministry

18       Board wanted me to get on the staff there and work with

19       them in terms of crimes in the community.

20                 I done talked with a lot of people in the

21       community.  I done talked with hundreds, perhaps, of

22       people, senior citizens, and youth.  I even done talked

23       with some gang bangers since I have been out here.

24                 And I am not trying to be condescending

25       towards the law enforcement, the Detroit Police
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1       Department, the Commission Board, but I just want to

2       give you a brief report of what I have been hearing

3       since I have been out.  I haven't stopped since I have

4       been out.  I appreciate highly the comments and reports

5       that we got from Captain Bliss and Captain Hope.  They

6       have some very good novel ideas, but this is what I am

7       hearing.  People are frustrated with crime.

8                 I go up and down Jeffries riding with people

9       on the highway, I-96.  And I am telling you, for about

10       a good 13-mile radius, at night, it is pitch black.

11       And all of the lights is out, all the way down

12       Schoolcraft, for about nine, eleven blocks, the lights

13       are out.  And there is trees hanging over into the

14       sidewalk, bushes over into the sidewalk.  And everybody

15       should know, especially law enforcement, when it comes

16       to crime, it must be appropriate logistics, the

17       logistics must be there for a would-be criminal to

18       commit a crime.  And from what I am seeing here in

19       Detroit, the logistics are high in the city of Detroit.

20                 And there's something that we can do about

21       it.  I talked with them.  I said, well, look, they gave

22       me their complaints.  I said, why don't you talk to

23       your local mayor, why don't you talk to your local

24       police department, and being truthful with you,

25       99 percent of the people, this is what their response
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1       was, well, look Foster Bey, we done tried that.  We

2       done talked to the Mayor's Office.  We done talked with

3       our police captains and lieutenants and everything.

4       But they sends us off.  They do not return our calls.

5       They just playing lip service.

6                 Before I left, I had something like 40 years

7       as a jailhouse lawyer.  And I was the best jailhouse

8       lawyer in the Michigan prison system.  So a bulk of

9       guys always came to me with various complaints.  I

10       would sit down and talk to guys coming in from prison,

11       okay, for the past 20 years, why are you guys still out

12       there committing crime?  And they basically saying,

13       nobody cares, nobody want to listen to them.  I said,

14       well, why don't you talk with your local police

15       department and other community -- and they said that

16       they just providing lip service.

17                 So right before I got ready to go -- I'm

18       going to wrap it on up -- guys was coming to me, and I

19       was telling them what my program was going to be.  I am

20       going to go out there and try to help work with law

21       enforcement and anybody else.  And I feel I am

22       responsible for the blight and the decay and the

23       decadence we see in the city.  But all of them stated,

24       when you get out there, Foster Bey, all you are going

25       to find is lip service.
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1                 So can we get more actively involved and not

2       just pay lip service to what we done heard today?

3                 Okay.  Thanks.

4                 (Applause).

5                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  We hear you loud and

6       clear.  And we trying our best to respond.  You know,

7       the Mayor has been -- two ZIP code areas, they have

8       completed the lighting.  They working on blight.  You

9       hear it from the business manager.  And DPD is definite

10       engaging.  I just attended a graduation ceremony for

11       internship for young people, young students, young

12       bright people.  We are graduating a class Friday, you

13       know, we are really trying to address it.  There is no

14       overnight solution.  It has been long-term failure, but

15       we are on the right track.  So just be patient with us.

16                 MR. FOSTER BEY:  I --

17                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I hear you loud and clear.

18       And thank you for coming out and sharing that with us.

19                 Yes, ma'am?

20                 MS. GASKIN:  Good evening.

21                 AUDIENCE:  Good evening.

22                 MS. GASKIN:  Willie Mae Gaskin.  Encouraging.

23       And I do -- my family has what they call one lunch, one

24       hug.  And we serve lunch to the Gaming Division.  I am

25       a mother of an officer.  And this takes place in March,
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1       on his birthday.  We go in.  We have lunch with the

2       officers in the Gaming Division and those that are

3       around.

4                 Encouraging.  Detroit's Finest.

5                 May I read this for you?

6                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Is it going to be within

7       the timeframe?  Yes, ma'am.  We will allow that.  Go

8       ahead.  Hopefully you are going to be on point.  Not

9       ten minutes, right?  How many minutes, ma'am?  We have

10       a couple more people want to speak.  Could you give us

11       the gist of it?  Could you give us the gist and share

12       copies with us?

13                 MS. GASKIN:  I will just give you a copy.

14                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  I appreciate it.

15       Thank you.  We appreciate that.  Okay.

16                 Yes, sir?

17                 MR. SMITH:  Good evening, Commission, Board.

18       My name is Charles Smith.  My first meeting I have ever

19       attended, and I live in part of the Cornerstone

20       District.  But I live on Hillcrest Street in Detroit.

21       And first of all I want to thank the police officers,

22       because this past Saturday, you know, Balduck Park, I

23       think since Belle Isle has changed, it is starting to

24       have more activity.  And this past Saturday was one of

25       the worst I have ever seen, with the activity,



8/14/20148/14/2014

Page 75

1       overload.  I mean, they were parked all up in the

2       neighborhoods, all up in the grass, all up in the park

3       area.  I think it was one of the worst I have ever seen

4       as far as --

5                 But I want to thank the police, because they

6       were there, at dark, to make sure everybody was cleared

7       out.  And I really appreciate it because I really think

8       they wanted to party all night.  But it was stopped.

9       And it was stopped at a reasonable hour, so we all

10       could get some rest.  I want to first of all thank all

11       the police officers and the precinct that was involved

12       with that too.

13                 But I just want to know, is that -- now that

14       this is happening, is it legal for the people to park

15       all in the neighborhoods?  And blocking people's home?

16       And parking on the corners?  You know, I was riding my

17       bike, I couldn't even go across the corner.  Is that

18       legal or should we call when they start disturbing --

19       they had their music playing all in our blocks, all in

20       the streets and everything.

21                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Sir, I am familiar what

22       you are talking about.  I noticed that.  I would hope

23       that the Assistant Chief and Captain respond, because

24       if we abuse the grass, and all of that, and parking

25       where we should not be parking, and we love to see
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1       people, they have got a right to park on any legal

2       parking spot on the side streets or whatever, but there

3       is a lot of abuse, people coming in now, and just

4       really not paying attention to where they park and how

5       they park.  And we will not be able to maintain that

6       park if we allow that to happen.  I am hoping that we

7       can get more enforcement.  And with all due respect to,

8       you know, the issues in that area, with all the other

9       crime going on, maybe the Assistant Chief could take

10       note and respond to your concern.  I identify what you

11       are speaking of.

12                 MR. SMITH:  Just real quick, if someone

13       parks -- even like you said, they can park legally on

14       the street, but that does not give them a right to

15       blast their radios in front of your homes and --

16                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  The Assistant Chief is

17       going to respond.  He is going to respond.

18                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Assistant Chief

19       Dolunt.

20                 No, they can't.  We have a park detail that

21       the Chief instituted at the beginning of the year.  It

22       will keep going until right after Labor Day.  You are

23       right, they are out there watching Balduck, watching

24       Rouge, watching different parks.  And we have had some

25       positive feedback on that.  No, they can't.  I want to



8/14/20148/14/2014

Page 77

1       go to sleep.  You want to go to sleep.

2                 Roche, Balduck is you, right?  No, it is

3       Bliss.  You are off the hook.

4                 Bliss, where are you at?  Balduck is you.

5       Touch base with the park detail, Mr. Smith.  And let's

6       make sure this doesn't happen this weekend.  We are

7       winding down the summer.  Let's enjoy the last few

8       weeks of this, okay?

9                 MR. SMITH:  Thank you.

10                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Thank you.

11                 MR. SMITH:  You all have a blessed evening.

12                 (Applause).

13                 OFFICER ROBINS:  Hello, Officer Shawnee

14       Robins.  I just wanted to read her poem.  It will

15       probably take a minute.

16                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  I just asked how

17       much time.  Go ahead.

18                 OFFICER ROBINS:  Yes.  It's titled Detroit's

19       Finest.

20                 Detroit's Finest.

21                 I wonder just what all the fuss is about and

22       just how that slogan came about, for what I see when I

23       am around and about, they are the ones we cannot do

24       without.  Detroit's finest.

25                 How can we help them out?  Like the one
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1       standing on the corner.  He takes the children across

2       the street, when the crossing guard is out.  Now, he is

3       one you can help out.  You be the crossing guard when

4       the crossing guard is out.  Detroit's finest.

5                 There is a lot to shout about.  And there is

6       not a one we can do without.  Just ask the man whose

7       car was stolen the other day, who did he call on to

8       save the day?  Detroit's finest.

9                 We can count on them each and every day.

10                 Who are the Detroit's finest?  Are they the

11       grocery men, mailmen, or the Indian chief?  No, no, no,

12       no.  They are our wonderful hardworking men and women

13       in blue.  Detroit police and firefighters too.

14                 Detroit's finest, we salute you.  And may the

15       Lord God Almighty protect you.

16                 (Applause).

17                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Ms. Willie Mae Gaskin,

18       come back up to the mic.

19                 (Applause).

20                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I was not trying to shoo

21       you away.  I was trying to identify how much time it

22       would take, you know, to share that with us.  And I

23       want to thank you for presenting that and sharing that.

24       Perhaps I can even tomorrow at the graduation ceremony,

25       I am going to have a chance to speak, in one minute,
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1       two minutes, I can share a little portion of that.  I

2       just want to thank you for blessing us with that.

3                 (Applause).

4                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

5                 Mother Bernice?

6                 MS. SMITH:  Good evening.  Bernice Smith,

7       Human Resource Commissioner for the City.

8                 You know, that was a heck of a poem.  And I

9       do hope that you make that tomorrow at the graduation.

10                 I will be very brief.  What I

11       happened -- Chief, good evening.

12                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Good evening.

13                 MS. SMITH:  What happened Monday on the air,

14       we had someone that made a remark about the police is

15       always in the black neighborhood, harassing the dope

16       dealers, and they are doing this and they are raiding

17       the houses and blah, blah, blah, blah.

18                 (Applause).

19                 MS. SMITH:  Well, I am going to change that.

20       In the meantime, I listened to it while I was getting

21       dressed.  And my thoughts were, what do they want the

22       police to do?  Go to Dearborn, go to Troy, go there and

23       do the raids and so forth?

24                 We have so many people that are doing wrong

25       in our city, and we have now the people are telling the
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1       police about it.  And we should be very grateful and

2       thankful because of the fact that the Chief is doing a

3       hell of a good job, the Police Department is doing a

4       hell of a good job.

5                 And most of you know when I come before you,

6       I either commend you, or -- and I get after you when

7       you do wrong.  But the fact is, I didn't like what the

8       gentleman said on the air, and I did have to give my

9       opinion of it.

10                 We are not in St. Louis.  We are not at

11       Ferguson.  The Police Department has a different

12       outlook on taking care of our citizens.  I have not

13       heard since I have been in this city, and that's going

14       on 45 years, of course, Coleman Young got rid of the

15       stress, which we are grateful to, but the fact is that

16       we do not hear about the Police Department having --

17       shooting someone when they have their hands up.  And

18       this is something we have to think about.  They are

19       going through a traumatic situation now.  The police

20       department are not giving them the true information on

21       what's going on.  We have to have it slip through

22       certain entities.  The reporters, last night, I saw it

23       on CNN, they were subjected to getting out of

24       McDonald's.  Come on.

25                 In the meantime, let's be grateful to our
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1       Police Department.  I love them all.  I love Roche.  I

2       love Hope.  And I love all of them.  And when they do

3       wrong, I tell them personally, because Mother Bernice

4       is not going to stand for a rotten Police Department

5       here in the City of Detroit.

6                 I give you my blessings.  Thank you so much.

7                 (Applause).

8                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir?

9                 CAPTAIN ROCHE:  Good evening, again.  Captain

10       Roche, 9th Precinct.

11                 As you are well aware, we had an incident

12       that occurred over on Berkshire and Nottingham, a

13       police-involved incident.  And I would like to call my

14       NPO's up, well, 5th Precinct NPO's up right now with

15       me.

16                 What we did today was called an After Action

17       Treatment.  We went into that community.  We worked

18       with the Mayor's Office.  We worked with Detroit 300.

19       And we handed out flyers.  And I will let them briefly

20       say what they seen and heard while engaging the

21       community over there.

22                 OFFICER ROBINS:  I thought there was such

23       a --

24                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Identify yourself.

25                 OFFICER ROBINS:  Officer Shawnee Robins, 5th
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1       Precinct.

2                 The community was very welcoming to us.  It

3       is like they had a little bit more hope because it

4       showed that we cared just to go out there and pass out

5       literature and say, hey, would you come out and join us

6       tomorrow?  You know, outside of everything going on, we

7       are still in unity in the neighborhood.  And we need to

8       work together.

9                 CAPTAIN ROCHE:  Thank you very much.

10                 (Applause).

11                 CAPTAIN ROCHE:  And also Toson Knight, he was

12       out there too handing out information on how to not get

13       your water shut off.  So that was very well received,

14       as well.

15                 But what I am here to say is tomorrow at

16       6:00, at Berkshire and Nottingham, we are going to have

17       a prayer.  A day of prayer.  We are going to invite

18       members of Detroit 300, clergy, citizen groups, as well

19       as the Board of Police Commissioners, and anyone who

20       wants to attend, just to really wrap our arms around

21       this community and show despite what happened, that

22       there is still love.  And love can concur all.  So you

23       are all invited to attend.  It will be at 6:00,

24       Nottingham and Berkshire.  We will have a prayer.  The

25       chaplain service will be leading us in prayer.  We
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1       invited all the members of the community today, that

2       was our purpose being out there today.  Mobile Command

3       Post will be out there.  Members of the NPO's will be

4       out there, as well.  And we are really going to regain

5       legitimacy in this community.  Because what happened --

6       obviously I was not there, but what I heard, it could

7       have got bad, but it didn't.  And we handled it in a

8       professional manner, but we will continue to handle it

9       in a professional manner from a community standpoint,

10       as well, Nottingham and Berkshire, 6:00.

11                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Don't sit down yet.

12       Have you called the PIO?

13                 CAPTAIN ROCHE:  Yes, he knows about it.

14                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  He knows about it?

15                 CAPTAIN ROCHE:  He knows.

16                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Do the news media

17       know about it?

18                 CAPTAIN ROCHE:  PIO knows about it.

19                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  I know.  I want to

20       make sure they all know.

21                 CAPTAIN ROCHE:  They will.  They will.  They

22       will, Chief.  Okay.

23                 Thank you very much.

24                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, Captain.  Good

25       news.
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1                 I would like to deviate.  And as I mentioned

2       earlier, we have a resolution for the one and only

3       William (Bill) Barlage from East English Village.  And

4       I would like the Vice Chair to join me.  And I want her

5       through the Chair to read the resolution.  He's such a

6       heavy weight.  It's going to take two of us.  We will

7       make sure.  This resolution is honoring Mr. William

8       Barlage.

9                 Mr. William Barlage is a proud, lifelong

10       resident of the City of Detroit who is active within

11       the Fifth Precinct.  For 17 years, he has been an

12       active member of the East English Village Neighborhood

13       Association; and

14                 Whereas, Mr. Barlage's desire to help others

15       prompted him to get involved within this community.

16       His efforts have helped to improve the quality of life

17       for everyone living or working in East English Village,

18       otherwise known as EEV.  For the last 15 years

19       Mr. Barlage has served as president of the EEV

20       Neighborhood Association, and during that time, he has

21       assembled a responsive and committed organization of

22       residents to address community concerns, including 2

23       vice presidents, a secretary/treasurer, and 8 street

24       representatives, 64 block captains, a security team,

25       and a code enforcement unit.  In addition, the
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1       Association publishes and distributes a monthly

2       information newsletter or flyer; and

3                 Whereas, Mr. Barlage has always been involved

4       in police community relations along with efforts to

5       improve neighborhood safety and quality of life.  He

6       has served as a board member for Next Detroit and the

7       Detroit Police Department's Eastern District Community

8       Relations Council.  He regularly volunteers his own

9       time to patrol the streets of East English Village, and

10       has been instrumental in implementing policies and

11       positive lines of communication among its residents;

12       and

13                 COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Whereas, Mr. Barlage

14       has been instrumental in establishing a common ground

15       for information sharing, and has helped foster

16       relationships and partnerships between the community,

17       the Police Department, and other city agencies.  He and

18       his organization realize that collaboration and grass

19       root efforts are a tried and true formula for securing

20       a safe and secure neighborhood environment.  Through

21       hard work and collaboration the East English Village

22       community has experienced a reduction in crime and a

23       better quality of life.

24                 Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the

25       Detroit Board of Police Commissioners, speaking on
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1       behalf of the citizens of the City of Detroit and the

2       Detroit Police Department, acknowledge the dedication

3       and persistence of Mr. William Barlage.  His highly

4       displayed commitment to community service and his

5       ability to build sustainable community partnerships

6       merit our highest regards.

7                 We thank and congratulate you, Mr. William

8       Barlage.

9                 Detroit Board of Police Commissioners.

10                 (Applause).

11                 (Photo taken).

12                 CAPTAIN BLISS:  Mr. Barlage, I am here to

13       present to you the Spirit of Detroit Award.

14                 It is presented herewith as an expression of

15       the gratitude and esteem of the citizens of Detroit to

16       William Barlage, outstanding citizen, in recognition of

17       exceptional achievement, outstanding leadership and

18       dedication to improving the quality of life.

19                 By the City Council of Detroit, Michigan.

20                 (Applause).

21                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Good evening.  You

22       know what, I don't want to interrupt your speech.

23                 MR. BRAMLAGE:  I don't want to --

24                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  This is from the

25       Chief.  Okay.  It is a Certificate of Recognition for
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1       everything that you have done.  We have worked together

2       for a long time.  The squeaky wheel gets grease.  It

3       should say, Mr. Squeaky Wheel.  He calls me all the

4       time.  However, he gets it greased.  I have been to

5       your house.  You have done a lot.  And I don't know you

6       as William; it is Bill.  Thank you very much.

7                 Now you can make your speech.  And you have

8       got two minutes to make your speech.

9                 MR. BRAMLAGE:  That's good.

10                 (Photo taken).

11                 PHOTOGRAPHER:  Open up that one.  We need all

12       the awards.  There you go.  Beautiful.  One more time.

13                 (Photo taken).

14                 PHOTOGRAPHER:  All right.  Speech away.

15                 MR. BRAMLAGE:  Speech away.  Wow.  Good

16       evening.

17                 AUDIENCE:  Good evening.

18                 MR. BRAMLAGE:  I am almost speechless.  I

19       have to tell you, I work with the most incredible group

20       of friends and neighbors, that includes the Detroit

21       Police Department, my incredible friends here in the

22       neighborhood.  A little bit of everybody makes all of

23       us whole.  We work hard.  We drive each other crazy

24       sometimes.  And I am like the worst one.  I am like the

25       poster child for ADD I believe.
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1                 We get a lot of things done because we care.

2       We care about the City.  We care about the State.  We

3       care about the neighborhood.  We care about the

4       surrounding areas.  I moved in, almost 18 years ago,

5       from Grosse Pointe.  Never did I ever imagine a

6       neighborhood like what we have.  We knew about it.  And

7       we bought.  But I think from the standpoint of when

8       someone says, well, the neighborhood has changed or the

9       City has changed, that's really up to the individual

10       that's made that statement.  We are here.  Whether you

11       are young or old, black or white, doesn't matter.  It

12       is a matter of principle of believing in something,

13       that you can make it better.  I have people in front of

14       me here that are my neighbors and friends.  And I love

15       them dearly.

16                 You know -- and EEV, it is always a unique

17       scenario.  You can call somebody at 3:00 in the

18       morning, someone is either going after my car, or I

19       need another bottle of wine, or my dog is lost, or my

20       kid didn't come home yet.  We get -- respond to

21       everything that we can possibly do in a very unique

22       way.  We care.  And I know we are trying to help other

23       neighborhoods, and neighborhoods are trying to help us

24       across the city.

25                 The Detroit Police Department, I have to tell
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1       you, I got involved years ago when they started doing

2       community policing with like five-four, and it was out

3       of Balduck, out of the office there.  And it changed

4       over the years.  It constantly is changing.  The people

5       don't change.  The mission doesn't change.  The overall

6       goal doesn't change.  We all want to be in a safe,

7       clean environment.  What's unique I think is that the

8       police officers of 5 and 9 and Eastern District, and

9       now back to 5, they have always been very consistent

10       partners with me and my entire team.  And I truly,

11       truly appreciate that.

12                 Assistant Chief Dolunt, I have to tell you,

13       he is one of the best guys out there.  Truly.  Truly.

14                 (Applause).

15                 MR. BRAMLAGE:  If not the best.  The entire

16       team, all of the NPO's, everybody at 5 and 9, they know

17       us, because we help wherever we can.  But I have got to

18       tell you, in terms of the overall commitment, you guys

19       are it.

20                 And whether you are on the police force or

21       not, everybody in this room is sort of the choir.

22       Right.  We try to get more people into the church all

23       the time.  And then hopefully, we will continue to

24       improve.  Last night, we had our EEV meeting.  We had

25       about 80 to a hundred people there.  I always hope that
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1       we overflow and have to set more chairs up.  And

2       sometimes we do.

3                 But it is a matter of working -- the overall

4       feeling of the city, whether you are downtown or not,

5       we hear everything about happening downtown.  There is

6       an immense amount of positive in our neighborhoods.

7       And whether you are downtown or here, you are still in

8       the city.

9                 I travel a great deal.  I travel 26 states

10       and Canada for my job.  It is sort of crazy and chaotic

11       at times.  People have my business card.  And they see

12       my address.  And they are like, well, that's your

13       office, but where do you live?  And I am like, well,

14       that's where I live.  You live in the city?  I say,

15       yes, I live in the city.  And they are like, well, you

16       don't have to.  I say, I want to.  And then usually the

17       conversation either goes very south or very north,

18       depending on what's happening.

19                 I think the bankruptcy for us has been

20       unique.  And I think from the standpoint, it is a new

21       day.  But it is a new day because all of us here.

22       Because we know how to reinvent things, but the bottom

23       line is the basic goal of the theory of being safe and

24       being kind and being communicative is really true here.

25                 And so I have never received these types of
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1       awards.  So it is an incredible evening today.  And I

2       want to thank my team because you guys deserve all of

3       this, as well.  It is really all about all of us.

4                 So thank you very, very much.

5                 (Applause).

6                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I just want to say on a

7       personal note, Bill, is my neighbor.  And with this

8       business schedule, and he is totally committed to East

9       English Village and the City of Detroit.  And he is one

10       of those people that sort of encouraged me when I was

11       thinking about running for this position as

12       commissioner, I just wanted to retire and play golf and

13       travel and all of that good stuff, but when I see that

14       type of dedication in my neighborhood, we have to step

15       up to the plate.  And that's why I am here today, is to

16       give my service to this community.  But Bill has been

17       on the case for a long time.  And I just want to bless

18       him and just bless the people that is in East English

19       Village, and bless Detroit, because if we move forward,

20       we have to think of this city as Metropolitan Detroit,

21       Metro Detroit, because it is not -- it don't stop at

22       Eight Mile Road.  We know that.  We interact across

23       Eight Mile, spending our money, interact.  So we have

24       to think in terms of Metro Detroit.  And that's where

25       we are moving to.  I just want to say that's the goal
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1       of public safety in the City of Detroit, because if we

2       don't promote Detroit, who else is going to promote it?

3                 So on that note, Commissioners, the Chair

4       will entertain a resolution -- not a resolution -- a

5       motion to entertain this resolution for Mr. Barlage.

6                 COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  Chairman Bell, I move

7       that the Board adopt the Resolution honoring

8       Mr. William Barlage and add it to the permanent

9       archives of the Board.

10                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Second.

11                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It has been properly moved

12       and second.

13                 Those in favor?

14                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

15                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Motion passed.

16                 Once again, thank you.  I know you made

17       special arrangement to fly back in to be here in

18       person.  We appreciate that.

19                 MR. BRAMLAGE:  I just want to thank Tony

20       Davis.

21                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  There it is right there.

22       We appreciate that.

23                 MR. BRAMLAGE:  Thank you.

24                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  As we move forward towards

25       adjournment, I just wanted to recognize Commander Eric
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1       Ewing.  Stand up, please.  This Commander, we briefly

2       worked together at the 11th Precinct?

3                 COMMANDER EWING:  11th Precinct.

4                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And he has moved on to --

5       come forward.  Come forward.  Just share some of your

6       duties and responsibility.

7                 MS. BROWN:  Has he retired yet?

8                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Not yet.  Not yet.  I am

9       not encouraging that.  He is a Commander with the DPD.

10                 COMMANDER EWING:  Commander Eric Ewing,

11       Commanding Officer of the Eastside Patrol.  I currently

12       wear the hat of patrol on one side.  And I am still

13       with the Resource Management portion on the other side.

14                 The Commissioner and I have been sitting in

15       several meetings with regard to the OCI building and

16       the 5th and the 7th precincts.  Captain Hope was so

17       hoping that I would let her in the building so she

18       could see the building.  But I will tell you, the 5th

19       Precinct is going well.  The 7th Precinct also is going

20       well.  And within, let's say, the next six months, you

21       should see two buildings opening up.  And I think

22       everyone will be very happy.

23                 Thank you, sir.

24                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Just wanted to share that.

25       Need to know the person that's going to be making that
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1       final -- any other -- not other, but retired officers,

2       police officers, DPD, Wayne County Sheriff, in the

3       house, would you please stand?

4                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Jackson.

5                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Jack Rabbit.

6                 (Applause).

7                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.

8                 MR. JACKSON:  James Jackson,

9       Jefferson-Chalmers District Homeowners Association.

10                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes.  Thank you.

11                 Rhonda?

12                 MS. MORTON:  Rhonda Morton, retired since

13       2001.  And still in the community, still here.

14                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Still involved with the

15       community.

16                 Yes, sir?  Lieutenant?  Stand up.

17                 MR. MAYFIELD:  Roscoe Mayfield, retired last

18       year.  Just retired and enjoying myself.

19                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Thank you.

20                 We are at that point in time where we are

21       going to call for an adjournment if there is no other

22       business before this body here.

23                 I would like to thank all of you for coming

24       out tonight.  It has been a really, really blessing to

25       see your smiling face, your dedication, your commitment
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1       and your concern.

2                 I just want to remind you, if you know any

3       young people who you think is qualified, Assistant

4       Chief, we are actively recruiting for Detroit Police

5       Department.  Am I right or wrong?

6                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  Absolutely correct.

7                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Captain, you want another

8       class, right?

9                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Right.

10                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  So we are recruiting.  The

11       way you get the officers, through word of mouth, if you

12       know the young people.  And I don't think we have an

13       age restriction.  If they can measure up to the tough

14       standards, then they can perhaps make the journey

15       through the testing process, the written process, the

16       physical process, and might end up in Academy.  So we

17       are looking actively for individuals who have an

18       interest in the Detroit Police Department.

19                 And as we close, I am going to call the

20       Reverend Reed up, please.  Put the pizza down and come

21       for closing prayer.

22                 MR. BRAMLAGE:  As the pastor is walking up.

23       Our neighborhood garage sale is this Saturday.  I am

24       very not bashful on this.  9 to 5, East English

25       Village.
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1                 And film on the hill at the Alger Theatre is

2       Saturday night at Balduck Park.

3                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Boundaries.  Say the

4       boundaries.

5                 MR. BRAMLAGE:  Boundaries, East English

6       Village, Outer Drive, Cadieux, Mack to Harper.

7                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Come down to 94 to

8       Cadieux.

9                 MR. BRAMLAGE:  Cadieux, make a right, and you

10       will be right in the neighborhood.

11                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I want to thank the

12       Commissioners for coming out tonight, for your

13       observation, and staff, for your input, and without you

14       we would not have a Board of Police Commission.  And I

15       think this is a great Board.

16                 As we move forward, as I stated, we should

17       have been on vacation, but we are not, but that just

18       goes to show you, this was a non-salaried, volunteer

19       job.  And I just am really impressed with the caliber

20       of people that we have on this Board.  And I just want

21       to thank you for electing people and appointing people,

22       because collectively, we are one Board.

23                 And we can't say enough about the DPD,

24       because they put their lives on the line, outside of

25       any other channel, outside of military, law enforcement
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1       put their life on the line daily.  And I just hope that

2       we reach some type of peaceful solution to what's going

3       on in Ferguson, Missouri, and L.A., and all over the

4       country.  And so we just -- that's why --

5                 ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  New York.

6                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  -- and New York.

7                 And I want to also introduce my personal

8       staff member, my sister Carolyn Hill.

9                 (Applause).

10                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  My younger sister, so she

11       is my personal staff, you do a whole lot of little

12       stuff for me, reference to duty.

13                 So on that note, before we have the prayer, I

14       am going to ask for adjournment.

15                 I hope that the Commission will at least

16       spend ten minutes interacting with you in terms of that

17       after.

18                 We have any food left?

19                 MS. BROWN:  Yes, we saved you some.

20                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Motion for

21       adjournment?

22                 COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  So moved.

23                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Second.

24                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It has been properly moved

25       and second.



8/14/20148/14/2014

Page 98

1                 Ready for the question, all in favor?

2                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

3                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed?

4                 Motion carried.

5                 Closing prayer.

6                 Could we just stand, please?

7                 PASTOR REED:  Our Father, we thank you for

8       this day.  We thank you for this meeting, and also this

9       Board of Commission.

10                 We ask you, Father, to continue to be with us

11       as we strive with one accord to make a better city, a

12       better city, and a better tomorrow, and we thank you,

13       Father, and we are speaking by faith that our cars and

14       our houses are just how they were when we left them.

15                 In Jesus' name, amen.

16                 AUDIENCE:  Amen.

17                 (Proceedings concluded at 8:30 p.m.)
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1                       CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

2

3       STATE OF MICHIGAN   )

4                           ) SS

5       COUNTY OF ST. CLAIR )

6

7                 I HEREBY CERTIFY that I reported

8       stenographically the foregoing proceedings and

9       testimony under oath at the time and place hereinbefore

10       set forth; that thereafter the same was reduced to

11       computer transcription under my supervision; and that

12       this is a full, true, complete and correct

13       transcription of said proceedings.

14

15

16                           ______________________________

17                           Rhonda M. Foster,

18                           CSR 3612

19       Notary Public

20       My Commission Expires:  3-11-2015
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