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1                          Detroit, Michigan

2                          Thursday, June 5, 2014

3                          About 3:00 p.m.

4

5                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Good afternoon.  Welcome

6      to the Board of Police Commissioners meeting.  The

7      meeting is called to order at 3:00 p.m.  My name is

8      Commissioner Jessica Taylor, Chairperson.  And I'll ask

9      if the Secretary would call the role.

10                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, Madame Chair.

11      For the record, George Anthony, Secretary to the Board.

12      Commissioner Donnell R. White?  Commissioner Richard

13      Shelby?

14                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Here.

15                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Wendell L.

16      Byrd?

17                COMMISSIONER BYRD:  Present.

18                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Reginald

19      Crawford?

20                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Present.

21                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Willie E.

22      Bell?

23                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Present.

24                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Willie E.

25      Burton?  Commissioner Lisa Carter?
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1                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Present.

2                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Ricardo R.

3      Moore?

4                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Present.

5                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Madame Chair, you have a

6      quorum.

7                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you.  And from the

8      Chief's Office is DC LaValley.

9                DEPUTY CHIEF LaVALLEY:  Yes, ma'am, Deputy

10      Chief David LaValley, Support Services Bureau sitting

11      instead of Chief Craig.

12                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you, sir.

13      Mr. Secretary, will you call the rest of the staff,

14      please?

15                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, ma'am.  We have

16      seated in the front Miss Aliyah Sabree, our attorney to

17      the Board, Miss Pamela Davis-Drake, our chief

18      investigator, and Mr. Robert Brown to my right who is

19      our office manager.  We have Sergeant Allen Quinn in the

20      back recording our proceedings and Miss Wendy Boer from

21      Hanson Court Reporting Service.  That completes the

22      introductions.

23                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.  Do we have the

24      chaplain here?  No.  Okay.  Well, I'm going to have to

25      call on Deacon Tom Adams if you'd come and give us a
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1      word of prayer, please, if you don't mind.

2                DEACON ADAMS:  In honor of God, who is head of

3      my life, it's always an honor to pray.  Dear awesome

4      wonderful God, we love you, we praise you, we glorify

5      you, we honor you, oh Heavenly Father.  Please give us

6      the emphasis to do the things in your will, to be able

7      to come together and represent the people in the mind of

8      unity and a mind of right, oh Heavenly Father.  Let

9      everybody be heard.  Let deliberations be fair, oh

10      Heavenly Father, that we do you justice in all the

11      things we do.  All this we ask in the name of your son

12      Jesus Christ of Nazareth and thanks we give this day and

13      giving you all the honor, all the glory and all the

14      praise.  Amen.

15                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.  Call for a motion

16      to approve the agenda for Thursday, June 5th, 2014.

17                COMMISSIONER BYRD:  So moved.

18                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Support.

19                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  It has been moved and

20      supported.  Any discussion?  All in favor?

21                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

22                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All opposed?  Agenda

23      stands approved.  Call for a motion to approve the

24      minutes for Thursday, May 29, 2014.

25                COMMISSIONER BELL:  So moved.
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1                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Second.

2                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  It's been moved and

3      seconded.  Any discussion?  All in favor?

4                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

5                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All opposed?  Minutes

6      approved as written.  Let's move to the officer's

7      report.  I don't really have a report.  But I did have

8      just something from last week we had.  And I did have an

9      opportunity to visit the Detention Center.  And I have

10      an appointment with Warden Stewart tomorrow to tour the

11      facility.  Warden Stewart has also agreed to come in and

12      do a presentation before the Board.  So, I thought maybe

13      we might want to do that before we call this big meeting

14      because I think he can make -- he can take care of all

15      that in his presentation.  So, I'll let you know the

16      date as soon as I get it.

17                Okay.  Is there a report from the Chief's

18      Office, presentation or report?

19                DEPUTY CHIEF LaVALLEY:  There is no formal

20      presentation this week.  In light of that, I do have

21      some crime statistics to report.  These are unofficial

22      statistics, and I reiterate, unofficial.  Cases are not

23      -- investigations are not complete yet.  So, official

24      crime report, crime stats, come out after the first of

25      the year.
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1                But as of June 4, 2014, year to date we are at

2      108 criminal homicides.  Last year the same date we were

3      at 131, 23 less this year.  That's a reduction of

4      17.5 percent.  Non-fatal shootings, 2014, we're at 392.

5      Last year we were at 446, 54 fewer for a 12.1 percent

6      reduction.  Armed robberies, 652 this year.  Last year

7      we were at 1,001, 349 fewer armed robberies year to date

8      for a 35 percent reduction.  Car jackings, 2014, we are

9      at 212.  Last year we were at 268.  We've had 56 fewer

10      car jackings this year for a 21 percent reduction.

11                Criminal sexual assaults -- and these are what

12      we refer to as stranger rapes.  These don't include

13      domestic or known offender type situations, date rapes.

14      We are at 136 this year.  Last year we were at 145, 9

15      fewer for a 6 percent reduction.  The last category is

16      domestic violence.  And this is the area that we are

17      struggling with this year.  Right now we are at 3,503

18      cases.  Last year we were at 3,058, for an increase of

19      445 or 14.5 percent increase for domestic violence.

20      That concludes the report.

21                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Any questions for DC

22      LaValley?  Okay.

23                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Madame Chair, if I may, I

24      think Commissioner Burton and Commissioner White are

25      here.
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1                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Yes.  The vice chair,

2      Commissioner White, has joined us.  And Commissioner

3      Burton was here but he had stepped out.  So, he is back

4      now.  Okay.  Thank you, Mr. Secretary.  Standing

5      committee reports?  Are there any standing committee

6      reports?

7                New business?  How about old business?  Well,

8      let me -- we've got old business.  Go ahead.

9                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.  Through

10      the Chair, last week, there was a request for the

11      results of the audit pertaining to the Commission, Chief

12      Investigator's Office, vehicle resources, I mean

13      equipment and other resources, et cetera.  I'm sure all

14      the Commissioners have as I have received an e-mail

15      today a couple hours prior to this meeting as to the

16      results of that audit.

17                And I would like to put a motion on the table

18      that the next few weeks or some time in the next

19      two-week window that we as a commission discuss the

20      results of that audit and also make recommendations if

21      necessary in terms of some of the findings in that

22      particular audit.

23                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.  There's a motion

24      on the table to discuss the audit and make

25      recommendations.  Is there support?
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1                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Second.

2                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  It's been moved and

3      supported.  Any discussion?

4                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Madame Chair, just a

5      point of information.  Through the Chair, Commissioner

6      Crawford, is it your intent that that would be discussed

7      in the open forum or is it your recommendation that we

8      go to sub-committee format?

9                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Let me correct myself,

10      sub-committee discussion.

11                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.  So, go to

12      sub-committee.  So, the motion is for sub-committee.

13                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.

14                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All in favor?

15                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

16                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All opposed?  Motion

17      carries.  The next item -- well, it's not -- this is old

18      last week.  I think, Commissioner White, you had put in

19      the reverend and his wife was here for their son with

20      the cleanup.  And I want to ask, DC LaValley, do we have

21      any update on their son's -- it was a crime scene

22      involving their son.

23                DEPUTY CHIEF LaVALLEY:  I know that particular

24      scene, Captain Decker found it.  It was that the scene

25      was turned over to the victim's father.  The reverend is
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1      his step father.  So, the scene was turned over to his

2      natural father after we had been there for a number of

3      hours and had the evidence techs at the scene, collected

4      all the necessary evidence and interviewed everybody at

5      the scene.

6                So, after that was presented to them, my

7      understanding is that they were satisfied with who the

8      scene was turned over to.  I don't know right now the

9      status of the investigation on the homicide.  I can get

10      an update for the Board on that.  But I do know that

11      there was no indication to Captain Decker after he

12      looked into it that there was impropriety on the part of

13      the officers at the scene.

14                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  But you will get us an

15      update on the case?

16                DEPUTY CHIEF LaVALLEY:  I can get an update on

17      the status of the criminal investigation, yes.

18                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you.  Now we move

19      to announcements.  Our next meeting is Thursday,

20      June 12, 2014, at 6:30 p.m., at the 4th Precinct at the

21      Southwestern Church of God.  And that's at 3032 South

22      Fort Street.  Are there any other announcements?  If

23      not, we will move to oral communications from the

24      audience.

25                If you would come forward and limit your
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1      comments -- state your name and limit your comments to

2      two minutes, please.

3                MR. WELBORNE:  My name is Bill Welborne,

4      W-e-l-b-o-r-n-e.  I'm president of Detroit City Wide

5      Community Relations.  I'm kind of perturbed in a couple

6      ways.  In fact, I am real mad.  First of all, I got 32

7      calls this morning and about ten e-mails from people,

8      most from the 11th Precinct.  They're mad over there.

9      And as they say in Japan, they're (inaudible).  They are

10      really mad, and they want to know what's going on.

11                Captain Roshay who just got there in April has

12      been transferred.  And he is a guy -- I have known

13      Captain Roshay for a long time.  He's a guy everybody

14      like.  He's a good guy.  He works hard as far as I'm

15      concerned, and everybody like him.  He is gone now.  And

16      they would like some answers.  And I know lot of things

17      the Chief can't tell the people, and I realize that.

18      But they should be told something in my opinion.  They

19      got to know something, what's going on because these are

20      people that back them up.  And if he can't support them,

21      then all is lost as far as I'm concerned, not only from

22      the 8th Precinct.  I got a call -- couple calls from

23      there.  Captain Job (phonetic) is gone.  They want to

24      know why over there.

25                There's been a lot of transfers.  I don't know
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1      the reason why.  And I'm not trying to point the finger

2      at anybody.  But I think the people deserve to know

3      something.  Also, I got an -- I don't know if I can say

4      it -- a bitch with the Chief's Office.  I think the

5      communication between the Chief's Office and my

6      organization and the president of all the precincts is

7      bad.

8                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madame Chair, may I call

9      for a point of order?  Sir, with all due respect, we

10      cannot utilize profane language.  I think we do need to

11      pause and apologize to the Board and to the audience

12      because that's just totally inappropriate.

13                MR. WELBORNE:  I know it.  That's why I

14      said --

15                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Totally inappropriate.  I

16      would appreciate it if you would just apologize for that

17      type of language.

18                MR. WELBORNE:  I do.  I apologize.  I don't --

19      I'm going -- I make an apology when I'm wrong.  I can

20      always do that.

21                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, sir.

22                MR. WELBORNE:  I think the communication has

23      been nil and none.  And I have tried to contact the

24      Chief.  I have written letters and haven't gotten an

25      answer back, and I resent that.  I really resent that
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1      because I have been a strong advocate of his.  I

2      volunteer for everything.  And I help as much as

3      possible.  But I'm at the point now where I'm through,

4      completely through as far as I'm concerned.  And I'm

5      writing a letter to the Chief and tell him that.

6                I'm not going to volunteer any more until I

7      see some change.  And I have been doing this for over 20

8      some years.  And I think I deserve something, some kind

9      of respect as far as City Wide is all the precincts

10      together.  We try to make so everybody is getting

11      something and get information for each precinct and give

12      it to the people.  And the people can't get it back.

13      That's it for me.

14                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Mr. Welborne, let me just

15      say, I'm going to let DC LaValley answer the part about

16      the why.  But Captain Roshay is at the 9th Precinct,

17      which is -- he's helping doing a lot of things with me

18      with the reentry program.  So, he is at the 9th

19      Precinct.  So, I don't know why he is there.  But I'm

20      happy he is there.  But I'm sorry he had to leave.

21                COMMISSIONER BELL:  You plan to get him back I

22      know.  Excuse me.

23                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  DC LaValley is going to

24      answer that.

25                DEPUTY CHIEF LaVALLEY:  The captain
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1      Mr. Welborne is referring to is Rochon.  He was assigned

2      to the -- earlier this week, the Chief did make two

3      promotions of new captains.  One of them is Tim Leach,

4      and the other one is Nick Kyriacou, both promoted to

5      captain.

6                The executive team of the Department had to

7      make some decisions, personnel decisions on where people

8      were best suited to work.  And there are a number of

9      factors that are taken into consideration.  One is

10      interaction with the community.  But others include

11      their crime fighting strategies, how effective those

12      are.  Administration, how effective the particular

13      captain in that area is with dealing with areas of

14      concern, with Consent Decree compliance, personnel

15      management.  And, I mean, there is a lot that goes into

16      it other than just one of those factors.

17                So, there were decisions that were made.  And

18      yes, Captain Rochon is moving on to a different

19      assignment.  Tim Leach is the captain that will be

20      taking over at the 11th Precinct, very enthusiastic,

21      energetic.  I think that you'll really like Tim Leach

22      once you get to know him.  And I'll make sure that

23      there's an introductory meeting that takes place where

24      he can introduce himself to the community groups in the

25      area so that everybody knows who the captain is at
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1      Number 11.

2                And I will also try to coordinate a meeting

3      with the Chief of Police so that you can sit down with

4      him and express some of your concerns.  Maybe he can

5      give you some answers as well.

6                MR. WELBORNE:  I'm not from 11.  I'm from 12.

7      But since I am City Wide, everybody calls me.  Everybody

8      calls me for an answer.  And I've said to them, hey, I'm

9      dumbfounded.  I don't know what to tell them, you know.

10                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Mr. Welborne, I can speak

11      on Captain Leach worked with OCI.  And I sure did hate

12      to lose him.  You will love him.  He's a good guy.

13                MR. WELBORNE:  I will get to know him before

14      my term is up.  I'm going to stay until my term is up.

15      I'll get to know him because I try to meet all the

16      officers I can so they will know me, I know them if we

17      can help each other.  But I don't know what to say.  I

18      don't know him.

19                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  He is good.  If I could

20      steal him, I would.

21                MR. WELBORNE:  I know Captain Rochon,

22      everybody want to grab him.

23                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  You'll shake his hand.

24      You're okay.

25                MR. WELBORNE:  What I would like to see is
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1      somebody come to that meeting next week.  They are

2      meeting next Tuesday night at the precinct at 6:30.  I

3      plan to be at that meeting.  So, if somebody come there,

4      explain to them because they have been getting on me all

5      morning long you know.  I can only take so much or I

6      will be in the ground.

7                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Perhaps DC LaValley can

8      help you with that too.

9                MR. WELBORNE:  Okay.  Thank you very much.

10                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.  Through

11      the Chair, I just had a question for Deputy Chief

12      LaValley.  Where was Captain Rochon moved to?

13                DEPUTY CHIEF LaVALLEY:  Captain Rochon,

14      effective Monday, will be assigned to the Chief's duty

15      officer, which is the night command.  So, he will be the

16      ranking member on duty in the evening citywide.

17                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Thank you, sir.

18                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Commander --

19                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madame Chair, I would like

20      to also -- since we are talking about promotions,

21      transfer, I'd like to direct this concern to the Chief's

22      Office.  It would help greatly that those promotions,

23      assignments, would be -- at least the Board should be

24      informed.  It's somewhat of a disadvantage to come to a

25      forum like this -- and I interacted with the captain on
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1      Sunday.  And I addressed him as the captain and one of

2      the neighborhood police officers' address where he is

3      now, you know, commander.

4                And I think that's somewhat -- I thought we

5      had a mutual understanding of communication at least.

6      If you notified the Secretary, he can inform the Board

7      members.  And at least we would be in the communication

8      loop.  Would that be too much to ask?

9                DEPUTY CHIEF LaVALLEY:  It would not.  I will

10      make sure that somebody handles that with the Chief's

11      office.

12                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Would the Chief take duly

13      note of that, that we feel as though that would be a

14      little protocol to communicate that to us as the Board,

15      as the Board of Police Commissioner members?  Thank you,

16      sir.

17                DEPUTY CHIEF LaVALLEY:  Yes, sir.

18                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Commissioner White?

19                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, Madame Chair.

20      My colleague, Commissioner Bell, stated the essence I

21      believe of what my comments were geared to.  But I also

22      wanted to -- to Mr. Welborne's point, I think past

23      practice of this Board having the responsibility to

24      approve promotions gave the community the opportunity,

25      one, to be updated.  Many of you are ambassadors of not
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1      only this body but the entire department to citizens

2      within the community.  So, to be the first bearer of

3      good news as it is.  And I agree, Madame Chair, Timothy

4      Leach being a great person who came out of OCI, worked

5      closely with this Board prior to the Chief's Office.

6                But when we get information secondhand, now

7      you're in crisis management.  Now you're dealing with a

8      community that doesn't understand why, how, or who is

9      coming in their place or their seat.  So, I think there

10      is a huge opportunity, Deputy Chief, as you reiterate

11      this to the Chief's Office, for us to have some

12      communication, understanding what Emergency Order Number

13      11 says and the direction and the posture that the Chief

14      has taken then gives us a huge opportunity at minimal to

15      be able to have open channels of communication certainly

16      to this body but more importantly I believe to the

17      public and the community.  Thank you, Madame Chair.

18                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you.  Yes, sir?

19                COMMANDER BETTISON:  Todd Bettison, commander,

20      just newly assigned to the Chief's Office.  So, all of

21      your concerns, I have heard them as well.  And Commander

22      Charles Wilson will be retiring soon.  So, I'm going to

23      be backfilling the commander.  So, I'm taking on that

24      role.  And I will assure this Board and members of the

25      community that in my role -- and, Mr. Welborne, I want
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1      to get you back.  I'm not letting you go anywhere.  We

2      have worked together before over at Southwest.  So, I

3      promise you, we will be working very closely together,

4      jumping in there.  And I'll ensure that all

5      communications are cyclical and everybody is notified.

6                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you, sir.

7                COMMANDER BETTISON:  Thank you all.

8                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair, I have

9      a question for Commander Bettison.  One question.  What

10      is the communication mode we can use with you?  I do a

11      lot of e-mails by the way.

12                COMMANDER BETTISON:  I'll be available for

13      e-mails, telephone.

14                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  What's your e-mail

15      address?

16                COMMANDER BETTISON:  I will get that to the

17      whole Board.  I will get you all of my contact

18      information.  I will go through George Anthony, and you

19      will all have it.

20                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Thank you.

21                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

22                COMMANDER BETTISON:  Telephone, cell phone,

23      you will be able to get in contact with me.

24                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All right.

25                MS. McCANTS:  Good afternoon to the Board of
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1      Police Commissioners.  I am Yolanda McCants also from

2      the Northeastern District, now the 11th Precinct.  And

3      we do have some concerns because these changes has just

4      about destroyed the communication between the police

5      department and the community.  Now, it's just been three

6      months ago we had someone else, and three months later

7      we have someone else.  And at this time, it's a very

8      crucial time because we have a big event where we paid

9      to have flyers to do a community project.  And the

10      project is running from Ryan Road to Mound Road, from

11      Nevada to 7 Mile.

12                And all of our information has Captain

13      Rochon's name on it.  Even though we do make changes, I

14      know that your change is your change coming from the

15      Chief's Office, and I clearly understand that.  But it

16      should have been taken into consideration that there was

17      a project getting ready to take place.  And if he could

18      have just stayed for part of it before he was just

19      snatched up, I mean, over night.

20                I called to relay some information, and they

21      said he was in a meeting.  I get a call, he is gone.  I

22      mean, we as citizens, we do a little bit.  If we give a

23      little bit, we do a little bit.  And it's just in

24      fairness.  And this -- the Department or I should say

25      maybe not the Department but the Chief's Office have
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1      been totally unfair.  We have went through with them for

2      the last year, four different people.  And I'm one, I

3      hit the ground.  I come to the -- I mean, I have been

4      here for a while.  But I have been going to different

5      meetings and doing different things in the community.

6                So, we need something.  I understand that, you

7      know, people get promotions, okay?  You say that there's

8      a process that determines who goes where.  And I

9      understand that too.  But in the meantime, you're just

10      totally destroying the communities, okay?  We had a hard

11      time when we came in as districts, okay?  So, we've kind

12      of pooled everybody together.  Now, we say we going back

13      to precincts.  We have two precincts in one building,

14      then we are just separating us again.

15                Okay.  Now we got a new person.  Before I got

16      here, I got a lot of phone calls.  Well, I'll just give

17      up.  I just give up.  We can't get anything going.  What

18      do you all say?  You saying he says, and I'm going back

19      to the Chief, that he is a community person.  What he is

20      doing is not community, not at all.

21                And to this Board, like you say, you just

22      found out.  I mean, what, it has been in the past that

23      we would receive information from you all.  Now you all

24      are not receiving information to bring it back to the

25      community.  This is totally, totally unfair.
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1                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Did anyone want to -- DC

2      LaValley, did you want to comment?

3                DEPUTY CHIEF LaVALLEY:  I can comment and say

4      that I know that one of Chief Craig's top priorities is

5      community engagement.  And that's one of the factors

6      that are taken into consideration when he determines who

7      to promote in addition to the other areas.  But that is

8      one of the biggest considerations that he makes.  Like I

9      said, there were a number of considerations that were

10      made with regard to these recent transfers and to making

11      sure that the right person is in all of the seats.

12                With regard to the project that you're working

13      on, I'm sure that Captain Rochon will be happy to

14      continue to participate in that and be there side by

15      side with Captain Leach and make sure that there's a

16      seamless transition.  So, because we change the person

17      sitting in that seat doesn't mean that the commission

18      changes and doesn't mean that projects that are ongoing

19      and the work that the officers are doing, the sergeants

20      are doing, none of that changes.

21                So, Captain Rochon I'm sure is going to brief

22      Captain Leach on everything that's on going in the

23      precinct and make sure that there's a seamless

24      transition.

25                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Does that help you any,
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1      Ms. McCants?

2                MS. McCANTS:  No.

3                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madame Chair, I think the

4      point has been well taken that the community is really

5      concerned about all of these changes.  And I think that

6      we all need to take heed in reference to this Board and

7      to the Chief of Police and his team, that they really

8      take the concerns of the community in reference to

9      consistency of leadership.  And the concern, I think

10      really that's been one of the gray areas.  And I think

11      the Chief is doing an excellent job with this

12      communication gap to stabilize, especially at the

13      precinct level and that the command level is crucial to

14      this whole process.  I just want to emphasize I think

15      that I hear you.  I think we hear you.

16                MS. McCANTS:  It effects the community.  And

17      if it effects us, then it effects the officers too

18      because then it's like okay, whatever.  You know what I

19      am saying?  I'm just coming to work.  I'm just doing my

20      job, you know what I'm saying?  And I can understand

21      their frustration.  So, if they frustrated and they

22      getting as I can say big dollars because I'm not

23      working, okay?

24                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Ms. McCants, I think we

25      all can do better.  I think the Board can do a better
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1      job of getting information from the police department as

2      well as the police department giving us that information

3      because you, the citizens, deserve to have it.  And from

4      this point on, that effort is going to be put forth.

5      And again, your event that you're having is going to be

6      -- is going to be on time.  It's going to be right.  And

7      the people that he is sending -- there may be a lot of

8      changes.  But from what I'm seeing now, the quality of

9      those people is not -- he's not lowering quality.  He's

10      putting quality people in those positions.

11                So, you're going to get the same type of

12      service.  It's just a different person.  The change must

13      take place.  But there's a better way we can do this.

14      We can handle it better, and we will.

15                MS. McCANTS:  I hope so.

16                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair,

17      yes, ma'am, I heard what you said.  And Mr. Welborne and

18      all of those who rely in the 11th Prec8inct and the

19      Third District, which is my district, I am the

20      Commissioner there.  I have known Captain Rochon I guess

21      from the day he came on the job.  He worked the 7th

22      Precinct over 20 some years.  And my sentiments are the

23      same as the community.  And I live in that community

24      too.  And Captain Rochon and I would call each other

25      from time to time.  And this is the first time I have
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1      heard this.

2                So, yes, ma'am, I'm hearing it for the first

3      time too.  And I'm hearing it from you.  So, I thank you

4      and everyone else who have -- those who in the community

5      have called you, Mr. Welborne, about this issue.  And

6      Commissioner Bell already expressed and so did the Vice

7      Chair as to the communication issue.  Thank you for

8      coming down.

9                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  We are going to take care

10      of you, Ms. McCants.  Don't worry.

11                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair, I have

12      a quick question for you.  Were those other transfers

13      department wide?  You mentioned the precincts.  What

14      about specialized units, were there any transfers or

15      demotions or anything?

16                DEPUTY CHIEF LaVALLEY:  There were no

17      demotions.  Two captains were promoted.  One of the

18      captains, Nick Kyriacou, is going to be at the 10th

19      Precinct.  Tim Leach is going to be at the 11th

20      Precinct.  Captain Bliss who was the night command

21      captain, he is going to be assigned to the 5th Precinct.

22      Previously, the 5th Precinct was Captain Mahoney

23      (phonetic).  He was promoted to commander, and he is now

24      overseeing organized crime.  And Rodney Cox who is the

25      captain at Number 10 was sent to organized crime.
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1                So, we have an entire new command staff at

2      organized crime, captain and commander.

3                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Can you just forward us a

4      list?  Is it possible you can do that, to our Secretary?

5                DEPUTY CHIEF LaVALLEY:  Commander Bettison

6      will make sure that happens.

7                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Good evening, sir.  I

8      apologize for the wait.

9                MS. SIMPSON:  That's fine.  I'm Ralph Simpson.

10      I'm here with reference to the Mound facility and

11      specifically Alana Harada's letter to the Commission.

12      As a criminal defense attorney, particularly when I

13      worked for the state, I've been familiar with the Mound

14      facility since its opening.  And I have assisted Miss

15      Harada in preparing some of her questions.  I understand

16      that there's been some interest and some investigation

17      with regard to the Mound facility.  But I guess I'm not

18      entirely clear what the next steps are with regard to

19      presenting information to Miss Harada and the public

20      with regard to the procedures there, who is in charge,

21      the questions about the suitability of medical care and

22      some other procedures there.  And if you can elaborate

23      further on that, I'd appreciate it.

24                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  I did talk with Warden

25      Stewart today.  And I'm going over there to tour the
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1      facility.  I have been through the facility but not

2      while the inmates were there.  Now, so I'm going to go

3      again.  He has also agreed to come before the Board and

4      to answer any questions that you might have.  He is you

5      know if -- and to you know bring you up to date on that

6      facility and the technology and the things that they are

7      using.

8                He's a very bright young man.  I think he can

9      clear up anything that you have.  And whatever is wrong,

10      then we'll just have to -- we will fix it.  So, he's

11      agreed to do that.  And I'll be meeting with him again

12      in the morning at nine.

13                MR. SIMPSON:  So, you will report on when that

14      meeting will be, and that will be an opportunity to

15      follow up on those questions?

16                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Yes, sir, I will.  And it

17      will be in a short time span.  It won't be -- I'm hoping

18      he can do something at the next meeting, he can be there

19      at the next meeting because he was out of town today.

20      That's why he couldn't stay.

21                MR. SIMPSON:  A couple of other minor related

22      issues.  One, the fact that a message was sent through

23      the website of the Police Commission and there were

24      indications the members hadn't received it.  Is that the

25      correct address to direct communications to the
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1      Commission?  At the last meeting, Miss Harada's letter

2      was not acknowledged as being received by I think

3      anyone.

4                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  If you could let Robert

5      look at that information to make sure you have the right

6      e-mail addresses on there.

7                MR. SIMPSON:  Well, it is the one that's on

8      the website.

9                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Well, maybe he needs to

10      check and see if it's updated.

11                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Madame Chair, I have

12      shared my card with him.  And he can always contact me

13      directly.

14                MR. SIMPSON:  Thank you.  And then the final

15      thing is a comment that I -- regardless of how

16      outstanding the head of the new Mound facility is, I

17      think that there's a question about communicating the

18      procedures and who is in charge on the website or in

19      other ways to the public.  That was a large part of the

20      complaint was that when people were taken there from

21      Belle Isle or from other places, that there was a

22      complete lack of understanding about how to find out

23      more about their loved one or relative.

24                Again, it is not as far as I can tell on the

25      Detroit Police or city website at all, how to
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1      communicate with that facility.  And so, I think that

2      that's something that should be addressed regardless of

3      what other investigation there is.

4                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Warden Stewart is very

5      open to all of that.  And he will get to the bottom of

6      it.  And anything that you need to know, want to know,

7      you know, will be shared with you.  I will get with

8      George or either one of the staff people will contact

9      you after tomorrow and give you an update on how, you

10      know, you want to proceed.  And I just don't want to

11      commit.  But I'm thinking that he's not going to have

12      any problem meeting with the public.

13                As a matter of fact, I want to even have one

14      of our meetings in that facility and maybe where people

15      can tour it and do things because he is very open.  So,

16      I don't think you're going to have a problem with that.

17      And the Board's responsibility is to get that

18      information to you.  And I guarantee he will get it to

19      you.

20                MR. SIMPSON:  Fine.  Appreciate that

21      information.  Thank you.

22                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Next?

23                DEPUTY CHIEF LaVALLEY:  Madame Chair, I'd also

24      like to have our captain commander there in charge of

25      the DDC, the Detroit Detention Center from the DPD end
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1      involved in that as well.  That's a joint venture with

2      the Detroit Police Department and the State of Michigan.

3      We play a part in that as well.

4                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.  All right.  Well,

5      are you talking about tomorrow, the 9:00 meeting that I

6      have with him or the one that he's -- because he is

7      going to set up one.  And we can do a special meeting.

8      I think that was the meeting that we said we would do.

9      And I don't think we -- I'm doing this out front to see

10      if it's really going to be necessary because if they can

11      get their answer -- but certainly you can be a part of

12      it.  I mean, I will be there tomorrow.

13                DEPUTY CHIEF LaVALLEY:  Tomorrow at 9:00?  I

14      will have the captain sit in that meeting as well.

15                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.  Thank you.

16                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Madame Chair, before we

17      proceed, through the Chair, Deputy Chief, are you aware

18      of any outreach that has been done on behalf of the

19      department?  Given that we have gotten out of the

20      business of detaining individuals, have we done any

21      widespread outreach in terms of what happens when you're

22      arrested within the City of Detroit by a Detroit Police

23      Officer?

24                DEPUTY CHIEF LaVALLEY:  I'm not aware of what

25      type of outreach has occurred with regard to that.
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1      Other than the bonding procedure, what changed most for

2      us was the location that we took a person to.  So, I'm

3      not sure what type of campaign was conducted when that

4      facility opened as to telling everybody that any time

5      you're a resident, you go to this facility instead of

6      your local precinct.  But as far as our procedures for

7      bonding for somebody who is arrested on traffic

8      warrants, there's a front desk at the Detroit Detention

9      Center that if somebody wants to post bond for a loved

10      one, they can go there to the front desk, post the bond

11      and we'll release them just like we always did except

12      that we're doing it over at the Detention Center instead

13      of the precinct.  So, I will find out what happened and

14      make sure that there is some further information

15      released.

16                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, sir.

17                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madame Chair, who do you

18      call now in reference to inquiring about a police

19      prisoner?

20                DEPUTY CHIEF LaVALLEY:  There's a desk at the

21      Detention Center that's staffed.

22                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Telephone number?

23                DEPUTY CHIEF LaVALLEY:  Yes, sir.  I don't

24      have it off the top of my head.

25                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  368-3200.
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1                COMMISSIONER BELL:  I think that's the kind of

2      communication we need to know and the public needs to

3      know, who do you call.  There needs to be a standard

4      practice, call the precinct.  They might refer you to

5      whoever that is.  So, we're not in that business.  But

6      they still need to know who you communicate with just on

7      the basics.

8                DEPUTY CHIEF LaVALLEY:  Yes, sir.

9                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

10                MS. PANNELL:  Good afternoon, Board, Sharon

11      Pannell.  2nd Precinct is having a crime walk June 20th

12      from 5 to 7:00 p.m.  Just want to welcome everybody over

13      to the 2nd Precinct.

14                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  2nd Precinct, June --

15                MS. PANNELL:  June 20th, 5:00, five to seven.

16                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Are you going to remind

17      us again?

18                MS. PANNELL:  Of course.  Thank you.

19                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All right.  Any other

20      comments?

21                MS. PANNELL:  2nd Precinct on Leshure and

22      Grand River, right behind McDonald's.

23                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Miss Pannell, I think it

24      was at a church on Strathmore.

25                MS. PANNELL:  You're right.  I can't open up
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1      my e-mail here.  Yes.  Well, you read the e-mail.  Why

2      don't you finish it up?

3                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  I send them, I read them

4      too.

5                MS. PANNELL:  It's at that church on

6      Strathmore.  I'm sorry.  But it's the 2nd Precinct.

7      Next week I will have the address right.  I can't pull

8      it up in here.

9                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All right.  Thank you,

10      Miss Pannell.

11                MS. SMITH:  Good afternoon, Board, Chief, good

12      to have you.  Bernice Smith, human resources.  Well, I

13      have some good news.  This morning, the Chief was on the

14      air with us, well, with the Detroit listeners.  And he

15      wasn't on very long because I wasn't able to get in.  I

16      was quite upset about it because I had called Chief Knox

17      this morning and let him know that he was going to be on

18      the air.  And I thought it would be nice for the two of

19      them to communicate.  But, like I said, I didn't get on.

20      There was so many people that was calling in.  And then

21      Cliff was taking up all the time asking him questions

22      because he was so delighted for him to be a guest on the

23      program.

24                In the meantime, something that was very

25      interesting, one of your police officers called from the
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1      8th Precinct, and he expressed some bad news out of the

2      precinct.  And I'm very glad that the Chief accepted

3      what he had said, and he is going to check into it.

4      Also, what the news was, I know Reggie is looking for me

5      to tell.  So, I'm going to tell it.  There were three

6      things.

7                The morale is low in that precinct.  Also, the

8      urine of your wash room needs to be repaired.  And also,

9      they just want the Chief to come over there and do some

10      investigation and see if he can solve the problems that

11      they have over there.  I was quite upset about the urine

12      though.  I didn't think that you should have that not

13      repaired, you know, with you working there.

14                In the meantime, let me see what else.  Oh,

15      George, I did the little job that I was to do.  I went

16      after I left last week, I went over to and met the DNR

17      officers.  And I have their name and numbers.  And I

18      asked them about appearing before us at a public

19      hearing, which that was what we had suggested.  And they

20      were very cordial about it, and they accepted the

21      invitation.  So, I will give George the number and name,

22      and he can make arrangements.

23                I see on our list here we are going to be next

24      week.  So, I suggest that you get with them, George, and

25      see.  If the captain is not in his office, he's out of
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1      Lansing.  But he is going to give you -- I got a card

2      for his substitute.  The Chair.  Sorry.  Sorry.  To the

3      Commission, the Chair, I have the cards and the business

4      card.  So, he can translate it to George.

5                And in the meantime, I have been working also

6      with Congressman Conyers.  And I'm going to invite all

7      of you -- at least I want to invite all of you to his

8      open house, which is at 3939.  And it's going to be on

9      the 14th.  That's next Saturday.  And I'm looking

10      forward to every one of you that's sitting in this seat

11      to come and see me and let me know that you're welcome,

12      that you're going to be welcome.  It's 3939 Woodward

13      there at Alexandrine.  He's going to have the office

14      ready by next week.

15                As most of you know, that area there is all of

16      Wayne State -- no, Michigan State.  And they have

17      offices also in that particular building.  And that's

18      the building that George Stewart bought that whole area

19      from Alexandrine all the way down to Stinson.  It's a

20      beautiful building.  You should come in just to

21      investigate.

22                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  What's the date?

23                MS. SMITH:  The date of his affair is

24      June 14th.  And it's from 12 to 2, 12 to 2.  And I would

25      like to see all of you there, you know.  If you have the
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1      time, we would like to have you come in there and see

2      what he is doing and talk to him and let him know what

3      you think about what he is doing.  In the meantime, I

4      think that's all I have to tell you, to report to you.

5                And I wish sometimes, Chief LaValley, would

6      the Chief come and sit in on some of our meetings here

7      because some people would love to come to our meetings

8      here in the building.  I have invited so many people to

9      come over here and let them express what they want to

10      think about the Police Department.  But we don't have

11      the Chief.  I know he has a busy schedule.  But see if

12      he would take time at least once a month and come and

13      sit in with us and talk to the people because they would

14      like to see him in person.  That's all my report.  I

15      thank you for listening to me.

16                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you Miss B.  Are

17      there any other comments?

18                MR. WELBORNE:  I forgot to mention, nobody

19      mentioned that Officer Frickly (phonetic) at the 12th

20      Precinct passed away yesterday.  I was -- I don't know

21      if anybody knew about it.

22                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Yes, sir.

23                MR. WELBORNE:  If you want any of the

24      information, call Sergeant Bledsoe at 596-1221.  She

25      passed away yesterday.  And I don't know all the
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1      situation, everything that happened.  But she did pass

2      away.  She's in her 40's.

3                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you, Mr. Welborne.

4                MS. McCANTS:  I'm sorry.  I gave the gentleman

5      at the desk some flyers about the program that I was

6      speaking of.  So, if you all would at least read it,

7      please.

8                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Yes, ma'am.

9                COMMANDER BETTISON:  Commander Bettison.  I

10      just wanted to give you all some information.  The

11      question was who can we call to find out about our loved

12      ones that have been detained.  The telephone number at

13      the DDC, Detroit Detention Center, that number is area

14      code 313-596-2242.  And then we also have a prisoner

15      information hotline.  That number still exists.  And I

16      just walked up to the telephone crime reporting unit,

17      talked to the sergeant.  And the number you can call for

18      that is 313-267-4601.  So you have two choices.  Thank

19      you.

20                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you.  Are there any

21      other comments?  Seeing none, we move to a motion to

22      adjourn.

23                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madame Chair, I'd like to

24      depart on a good note.  I think Deputy Chief LaValley

25      needs to announce to the public that we had a graduating
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1      class on Monday.  That's good news that you should share

2      with us and the public.

3                DEPUTY CHIEF LaVALLEY:  Yes, sir.  Thank you.

4      We did have a graduating class of 29 new police officers

5      Monday, also the promotion of one sergeant who was

6      promoted, active duty in the military when the last

7      groups of sergeants were promoted.  And all 29 of those

8      police officers for right now are going to be assigned

9      to the downtown district.  And all of the officers that

10      were assigned into downtown from the precincts are being

11      returned to the precincts.  So, you will see a lot of

12      those officers walking beats downtown, looking polished

13      and ready to go I'm sure and whatnot.

14                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you.  Are there any

15      -- well, we passed the comments, didn't we?  If there is

16      no other comments, I'm going to move to adjourn.

17                COMMISSIONER BELL:  So moved.

18                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Second.

19                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  It's been moved and

20      seconded.  Any discussion.  All in favor?

21                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

22                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Meeting adjourned.

23                          (Proceedings concluded at 3:55 p.m.)

24

25
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