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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 Thursday, May 15, 2014

3 About 3:04 p.m.

4                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  The meeting is called to

5      order.  Meeting is called to order at 3, about 3:04.

6                My name is Commissioner Jessica Taylor and

7      I'm going to ask the Secretary if he would call the

8      role, please.

9                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, Madam Chair.

10      For the record, George Anthony, Secretary to the Board.

11      Commissioner Donnell R. White?

12                Commissioner Richard Shelby?

13                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Present.

14                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Wendell L.

15      Byrd?

16                COMMISSIONER BYRD:  Present.

17                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Reginald

18      Crawford?

19                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Present.

20                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Willie E.

21      Bell?

22                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Present,

23                SECRETARY ANTHONY:   Commissioner Willie E.

24      Burton?

25                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Present.
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1                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Lisa Carter?

2                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Present.

3                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Ricardo R.

4      Moore?

5                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Present.

6                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Madam Chair, you have

7      eight commissioners.  You have a quorum.

8                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you.  I'd like to

9      introduce from the Chief's Office A.C. White and also

10      joining us now is the vice-chair Donnell White.

11                VICE-CHAIRPERSON WHITE:  Thank you.

12                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Mr. Secretary, would you

13      introduce the rest of the staff?

14                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, ma'am.  We

15      have present Mr. Ainsley Cromwell seated in the front.

16      He is representing the Office of the Chief

17      Investigator.  He is our Senior Supervising

18      Investigators for the office of the Chief Investigator.

19      We also have Mr. Robert Brown who is our Office

20      Manager, Sergeant Allen Quinn who is recording our

21      proceedings in the back and Miss Mindy Womack from

22      Hanson Court Reporting Service.  That completes the

23      introduction, ma'am.

24                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.  At this time we'd

25      like to have our prayer.  I don't -- so I'm going to
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1      ask Vice-Chair if he would lead us in a word of prayer.

2                VICE-CHAIRPERSON WHITE:  Let us pause.  Dear

3      Heavenly Father we graciously ask you to protect those

4      who are daring to serve this great city, those who suit

5      up each and every day.  We ask that you bless this

6      meeting, put us all on one accord of like mindedness

7      that we may further the agenda serving your people.  We

8      ask all these things in the Mighty Name of our Lord and

9      Savior we pray, amen.

10                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  At this time I entertain

11      a motion to approve the agenda for Thursday, May the

12      15th, 2014.

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  So moved.

14                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:   Second.

15                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  It's been moved and

16      supported.  Are there any discussion?  All in favor?

17                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

18                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All opposed?  Agenda

19      stands approved.

20                I entertain a motion to approve the minutes

21      for Thursday May the 8th, 2014?

22                COMMISSIONER BELL:  So moved.

23                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:   Second.

24                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  It's been moved and

25      seconded.  Any discussion?  All in favor?
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1                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

2                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:   All opposed?  The

3      minutes stand approved as written.

4                At this time we're going to move to our

5      reports.  Are there any reports, officers reports?  No

6      officers reports.

7                We move to the presentation from the Chief's

8      Office.  We have the downtown services.

9                COMMANDER HALL:  Good afternoon Board and

10      Chair.  I am Commander Rennee Hall.  I am in charge of

11      the Downtown Services Division.  I want to ask you to

12      excuse my appearance.  We had training today, that's

13      why I am not in full uniform, as the A.C. is not as

14      well.  Other than that, I would have been in full

15      uniform.  But good afternoon.

16                Basically I want to tell you about the

17      Downtown Services Division.  The Downtown Services

18      Division was created in October of 2014 by the Chief of

19      Police.  Currently we fall under the -- I'm sorry you

20      guys don't have a picture.  If you take a look at the

21      screens, currently this is how we fall under the

22      organizational chart.  Under the Assistant Chief of

23      Operations, Enforcement Operations, under the

24      Neighborhood Policing Bureau, which is headed by Deputy

25      Chief Darryl Brown, and there is Downtown Services,
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1      myself.  We fall under the Neighborhood Policing Bureau

2      much like all of the other precincts.

3                As I stated earlier, Downtown Services

4      Division was established in October 2013.  The Chief

5      saw the need for downtown which was growing as a

6      residential area as well as businesses and a lot of

7      economic growth and that this too needed to have its

8      own entity, own police services and to bring together

9      the visitors, the residents, the key stakeholders and

10      to create a community atmosphere.  So Downtown Services

11      Division was created.

12                I am in charge of three precincts.  The 1st

13      Precinct, special events planning, which is all of our

14      major events, casino operations, the 3rd Precinct, and

15      the 4th Precinct all fall up under the Downtown

16      Services Division.  1st Precinct is headed up by

17      Captain Petty, and as you take a look at the screen, he

18      has special events planning as well as gaming.  You

19      have 3rd Precinct who is headed by Captain Tosqui and

20      4th Precinct which is headed by Captain Chambers.

21                I know you ask yourselves how do these things

22      link and how do they fall under Downtown Services.  The

23      1st, 3rd and the 4th precinct share all of the critical

24      infrastructure from the Tunnel, the Bridge, the

25      Marathon Oil Plant, as well as our Detroit River.
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1                Additionally we have increasing economic

2      growth and population in each one of these areas.  The

3      Southwest District, the 4th Precinct is one of the

4      fastest growing neighborhood populations in the City of

5      Detroit, as well as the Downtown and Midtown

6      Associations as we look at their productivity, their

7      growth, all of the economic growth that's coming into

8      the city is formulating through these respective

9      precincts.  They all share grants and programs that

10      stimulate the growth in the city, and under my

11      leadership up under the A.C., and A.C.Y. and the Chief

12      of Police, we are expanding those growths to the

13      neighborhoods.  Gaming operations is also under the

14      auspices of this.

15                What is our mission you ask?  It's no

16      different than any other precinct within the City of

17      Detroit.  These three precincts are linked to combine

18      community, business and the police working together to

19      solve neighborhood crime and quality of life issues.

20                There are some programs that are instituted

21      in the downtown area much like the Lighthouse Project.

22      This is a project where all the security directors in

23      the downtown area got together, placed phones and a

24      light in the downtown area to identify safe havens in

25      the event that individuals encounter some kind of
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1      emergency.  Well this program, we've expanded the

2      Lighthouse Program to the west side and it's at our gas

3      stations and now we're moving it to McDonald's.  So

4      what we're doing is taking those things that work,

5      those community resources and we're branching them out

6      into the City of Detroit so we're all one big, happy

7      neighborhood.

8                Some of the programs and initiatives that are

9      going on throughout all of these three precincts, as I

10      stated before, policing the growing population in the

11      entertainment district.  Right now we're experiencing

12      three casinos, we have two side-by-side stadiums, and

13      in the near future we will have two separate

14      entertainment districts.  The Ilitches will host an

15      entertainment district at Woodward and Chrysler Service

16      Drive area that will extend to Mack, and then Mr.

17      Gilbert will also be building an additional

18      entertainment center in the area where the courts are.

19      That 36th District Court, 3rd Circuit Court, as well as

20      the county jail is slated to move to the Mound Road

21      area and that area is going to be much like L.A. LIVE.

22      If you're familiar with L.A. LIVE, it's going to be

23      music, restaurants as well as residential living in

24      that particular area.

25                How does this affect what we do in law
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1      enforcement?  Secondary employment.  Because we are a

2      police department that is diminishing as it relates to

3      numbers, we encourage secondary employment.  A lot of

4      these individuals hire off-duty police officers in full

5      uniform to police a lot of these activities because our

6      goal is to not take away from anything that the

7      citizens in the City of Detroit need for the

8      entertainment aspect specifically.  So they work

9      together with us, it generates revenue for the City of

10      Detroit and a safer atmosphere for everybody.

11                Neighborhood police officers, this is

12      duplicated throughout the city.  Each precinct has

13      neighborhood police officers, and again, whether it's

14      entertainment, whether it's residential, business,

15      sporting events, we work together to find viable

16      solutions to any issues or concerns that these areas

17      face.

18                These are some of the community groups that

19      exist in both the 1st, in all the 1st, 3rd and 4th

20      Precincts.  You have the Central Business District, and

21      they all have neighborhood watch programs, the Greek

22      Merchant Association.  In the 3rd Precinct, Woodbridge,

23      Corktown and Midtown Association, as well as in 4th

24      Precinct the Congress of Community, Urban Neighborhood,

25      and Southwest Detroit Business Association.  These
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1      individuals share Hudson-Webber grants.  They are

2      directly responsible for some of the secondary

3      employment contracts that we have, whether it's the

4      Bridge.  They also have the DTE contract, and the

5      Corkcork has a secondary beat that works up and down

6      Michigan Avenue, again, providing police services on a

7      continuous basis and more safety in our community.

8                When we look at crime, oftentimes people look

9      at Downtown Services and say, you know, how does that

10      have anything to do with what we do in the city.  Well

11      each one of us experiences our own levels of crime,

12      although crime is not the same in the 1st Precinct as

13      it is in 9th Precinct, we still have our share of

14      issues, and our goal is to drive that down no matter

15      where we are.  If you look at the numbers on the board,

16      they fluctuate a little bit since the inception of this

17      particular Powerpointe presentation, but we're

18      experiencing dramatic decreases through the City of

19      Detroit, and that's no different from the 1st, the 3rd,

20      and the 4th Precinct.

21                Also you look at the boundaries of the 1st

22      Precinct, the 1st Precinct's boundaries have changed

23      just a little bit since our, the birth of the 1st

24      Precinct.  It opened March 31st, 2014.  We go to the

25      north at Mack, to the east at the Chrysler Freeway, to
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1      Schweitzer Place.  We go to the south to the Detroit

2      River and north to Mack.

3                On the 3rd Precinct we go to 14th Michigan

4      Avenue for the west, Woodward to Woodland Street near

5      Highland Park, to the east we go to Chrysler, and to

6      the south we go to the river.  And the 4th Precinct

7      boundaries are listed as well.  We have that entire

8      southwest area, West Outer Drive to the west, to the

9      north we go to Warren, east of 14th Street and south to

10      Detroit River.

11                When you look at these screws, is what we

12      call them, police downtown business neighborhood

13      community, our goal is to recognize that the downtown

14      community does have the financial stability, the

15      workability, the plan that is going to stimulate growth

16      in the City of Detroit.  These things we're working

17      together to combine, to branch out so these things are

18      reflective on the east side, the west side, the south

19      side, and the north side of the City of Detroit.  And I

20      think that we're doing a great job as a police

21      department in bridging those gaps.  Any questions?

22                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Commissioner's, do you

23      have any questions for Commander Hall?

24                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  With regard to the

25      Lighthouse Program, you said they expanded to the west
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1      side.  Do you have a list of those locations?  That's

2      something I would like to share with my district.

3                COMMANDER HALL:  I can get that for you, sir.

4      I don't have them ready available for me, but I'll have

5      those available for you.

6                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  You said gas stations?

7                COMMANDER HALL:  Yes.  We went to one gas

8      station.  That was March, the middle of March and we're

9      expanding to most of the McDonald's that are throughout

10      the city.

11                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Thank you.

12                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Commissioner?

13                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Thank you, Madam Chair.

14      I have two questions.  The first one we talked about

15      early.  What is actually considered downtown?

16                COMMANDER HALL:  Downtown borders is Mack,

17      which is the Cental Business District in essence, Mack

18      to the north, the River to the south, east over to

19      Schweitzer Place, which is right a block over from

20      Rivard, and then to the west, which is the Lodge

21      Freeway, and that makes up your downtown area, which is

22      what we consider to be the Central Business District.

23                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Okay.  My follow-up

24      question is what determines the manpower employment in

25      terms of manpower employment?
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1                COMMANDER HALL:  Our manpower is deployed

2      based on, we do an overall assessment of residents,

3      businesses.  It's based on everything else around the

4      city how we said if you have X number of residents, I

5      think the 8th Precinct is one of the largest residents,

6      residential areas.  They have close to 100,000 people

7      so they have about 129 police officers.  Well the

8      downtown area doesn't have 100,000 police officers -- I

9      mean 100,000 residents, but at any point in time we

10      have more than 200,000 people visiting at any one

11      particular time with about 8000 people living in the

12      Central Business District.  So based on that, we came

13      up with an assessment and analysis and deployed the

14      number of officers that we thought was acceptable to

15      that respective area.

16                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Thank you.

17                A.C. WHITE:  And if I may through the Chair

18      to piggyback what the Commander's offered.  Was it

19      January we did that assessment?

20                COMMANDER HALL:  Yes, sir.

21                A.C. WHITE:  We looked at the footprint that

22      each precinct represented, and we also took a look at

23      the crime and we based the resource needs on -- to put

24      it in simple terms, if they represented 50% of our

25      crime, they got 50% of the resources.  We tried to tie
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1      the responding units to the amount of resources that

2      they needed, the crime, the demographics and issues

3      such as that.  That process worked very well and we're

4      constantly reevaluating it.

5                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the chair, I

6      have a question.  How many officers do we have for the

7      downtown area?  My community, which is Harbortown,

8      which is pretty close to downtown, I'm curious.

9                COMMANDER HALL:  Right now we have 70

10      officers that are assigned to the 1st Precinct.

11      Harbortown actually falls in the 7th Precinct, but we

12      do a lot of overlapping.  We work really closely with

13      the East Jefferson Coalition, we do Community Comp

14      Stats with those individuals, so whenever there's an

15      overlap of crime, then we deploy the resources

16      respectfully.

17                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Thank you.

18                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Any other questions?

19                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Under the Chair.

20      Commander Hall, on the secondary employment, where is

21      Mr. Ilitch on this today because I do recall years ago

22      when Dennis Archer was the mayor, then Chief Benny

23      Napoleon, Mr. Ilitch said he didn't mind paying for the

24      secondary employment out of pocket.  And I have a lot

25      of history with this that goes back from the very first
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1      election when Mayor Archer was elected in terms of the

2      secondary employment because I did that for five years

3      when I was in Atlanta for Atlanta PD, and they cover,

4      secondary employment covers all the stadiums, all the

5      downtown events.  So where are we today in terms of the

6      mega business owners paying for?

7                COMMANDER HALL:  I'm glad you asked that

8      question.  I actually had the fortune of as a

9      Lieutenant in the Commanding Officer Tactical

10      Operations working with all of the key stakeholders as

11      it relates to secondary employment when secondary

12      employment was first being introduced, and initially

13      coming off in its inception, there was a little

14      pushback and, you know, some resentment in the fact

15      that they needed to pay for additional police.  I'm

16      happy to say to date all of our key stakeholders are

17      paying for secondary employment.

18                Currently the Ilitches have a contract, not

19      for the current baseball season, but the upcoming

20      stadium that's being built as well as the next season

21      of baseball there on board, and we work really well

22      together as well as the Fords, Dan Gilbert, and his

23      crew, Quicken Loans, everybody's on board and we have

24      several entities throughout the downtown area that are

25      actively engaged with secondary employment.
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1                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:   Yes, ma'am, thank

2      you, because that's so important that we get the

3      officers back in the neighborhoods.

4                COMMANDER HALL:  Absolutely.  And they

5      recognize that we as a department can't do it alone.

6      And in order to get the resources that are needed, they

7      have to do secondary employment.  So everybody's on

8      board and we're working on that each and every day.

9                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I'm glad to hear that

10      because it's been years, trust me.  I've been on the

11      forefront of that fight.

12                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Commissioner White.

13                COMMISSIONER WHITE:   Thank you, Commander,

14      for a very informative report.  Two things under DSD,

15      does that include Homeland Security and/or Belle Isle?

16                COMMANDER HALL:  No.  Homeland Security is a

17      separate entity.  Actually it falls up under the city.

18      Help me A.C. White.

19                A.C. WHITE:  It's under the Chief's Homeland

20      Security, direct report to the Chief's Office.

21                COMMANDER HALL:  And Belle Isle, there is no

22      more detail for the Detroit Police Department as it

23      relates to Belle Isle, it falls up under the state so

24      we no longer police Belle Isle.  We do have a great

25      working relationship with MSP.
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1                COMMANDER WHITE:  So the physical edifice

2      that we were using on Belle Isle, we no longer use that

3      at all?

4                A.C. WHITE:  That's a good question.  Through

5      the Chair, we have started a park detail because what

6      we recognize with some of the changes that have taken

7      place at Belle Isle, we've actually seen an uptick with

8      the use of some of our other community parks, so we

9      found it necessary to take those officers that we would

10      normally deploy at Belle Isle and put a park unit out

11      to police those other park areas in the community.

12                VICE-CHAIR WHITE:  That would include Rouge

13      Park.

14                A.C. WHITE:  Every one on the list.  In fact,

15      we have an opportunity to physically move some officers

16      to Rouge Park.  We're in negotiation right now with GSC

17      to try to get it going so it will be running right out

18      of the park area.

19                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Commissioner?

20                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Pardon me, through

21      the Chair.  Yes, sir, Assistant Chief White, I noticed

22      the uptick too on the River Walk.  Since the state has

23      taken over Belle Isle, there are more people on the

24      River Walk now.

25                COMMANDER HALL:  We are addressing that



5/15/20145/15/2014

Page 19

1      through our deployment efforts in the downtown area.

2      We're using officers as well as our reserves, and the

3      county also has a contingency of the Riverfront.  So we

4      work with the Riverfront Conservancy on curfews and

5      things like that, so that is on our radar, something

6      that we do.

7                VICE-CHAIR WHITE:  I did have one last point,

8      Madam Chair.  Commander, with the upcoming fireworks at

9      Hart Plaza, I'm assuming the A.C. includes Hart Plaza.

10      I just wanted to know, are plans underway with the

11      planning for the fireworks for this year?

12                COMMANDER HALL:  Absolutely, and that's a

13      touchy subject for me, but yes, we are.  I'm actually

14      presenting on Monday to the entire executive staff as

15      it relates to the current plans.  We have been in

16      constant communication with all of the law enforcement

17      entities relative to the fireworks and I will be

18      presenting to the mayor on Wednesday of next week the

19      plans.

20                VICE-CHAIR WHITE:  And through the Chair,

21      Commander, I would be interested in seeing that plan,

22      particularly in how we're handling the juveniles who

23      are coming down.  I know that was a concern in previous

24      years, and how we were busting and or handling the

25      young people who were coming downtown.  So we would be
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1      very interested in reviewing that and/or specifically

2      that component of how we're handling young juveniles.

3                COMMANDER HALL:  Yes, sir.  And just so you

4      know, the plan is pretty much the same.  We do have a,

5      a curfew ordinance that's instituted every year through

6      the City Counsel.  I can share that with you, and we

7      plan to do it the same way that we have done in the

8      past because it has rendered to be somewhat successful.

9      I do know that there's a lot of individuals whose

10      parents are concerned about the roundup, so to speak,

11      and that is where I'm, you know, a little, you know,

12      indifferent with the fireworks.  It takes a lot of

13      resources to put on fireworks.  And although the City

14      of Detroit we've done I think a good job in past of

15      doing it, there are some concerns, and as a city, we

16      need to learn how to act as a city before we can just

17      release the reigns on curfews and things like that.  So

18      we will be pushing that out, and I can get that

19      information to you as soon as the A.C. tells me it's

20      okay.

21                A.C. WHITE:  It's okay.

22                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:   Through the Chair.

23      With regard to the Marathon Oil, do we have a good

24      working relationship with them as it relates to the

25      emergency contingency plan?
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1                COMMANDER HALL:  Absolutely.  We work hand in

2      hand Director Simon who is in charge of our Homeland

3      Security.  We meet actually quarterly.  We do have

4      secondary employment officers over there.  We actually

5      meet at a critical infrastructure group, and that's

6      with the Bridge, the Tunnel as as well as the Marathon

7      Oil plant to ensure that we are all in sync when it

8      relates, relates as it relates to deployment and

9      critical incidents.

10                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Through the Chair.

11                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Yes.

12                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  There was a concern a

13      few months ago that was raised about the evacuation

14      plan and the lack of communication between Marathon and

15      the residents of the community that's never been

16      addressed.  The head of Homeland Security was supposed

17      to come and address it, and he never did.

18                A.C. WHITE:  He did not, ma'am?

19                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  No, he did not.

20                A.C. WHITE:  Okay.  If I may through the

21      Chair.  I will ensure that that's done.  He may not

22      have come and addressed this Board, which was not my

23      directive, it was that he did in fact come and address

24      the board, but we did have a conversation about it.  I

25      looked at the plan.  I believe the city in question was
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1      Melvindale where the residents of Melvindale were

2      treated one way and the residents of Detroit were

3      treated another.  If you look at the plan, which I in

4      fact did, and I asked him to provide you with a copy of

5      the plan.  If you look at them side by side the only

6      difference really is the name Detroit versus

7      Melvindale.

8                Very comprehensive strategies in both.

9      Frankly where the ball is dropped is the communication,

10      the communication from the police department as well as

11      communication from Marathon.  And I don't want to blame

12      Marathon because we should be taking the lead on that,

13      and I've asked him to do some educational work with

14      that and push the word out to the community.  So I will

15      make sure that he is here at the next meeting.

16                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Commission Burton?

17                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Yes, through the Chair.

18      Commander Hall, I'd like to know what is your plan

19      reducing crime for the downtown neighborhoods, which is

20      which falls under the 5th District.  I have a lot of

21      the condo associations in the downtown area talk to me

22      about during the Lion's season, the football season,

23      how cars are being broken into right off of Rivard and

24      Lafayette area, so they have a lot of strong concerns

25      that they have brought up to me as their commissioner
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1      for the district.  And I'd like to hear more about how

2      you and, you know, plans to reduce crime in the

3      downtown area.

4                COMMANDER HALL:  That's actually something

5      that we just address at Com Stat on Wednesday.  The 1st

6      Precinct, as I said, just became operational on March

7      31st.  What we have decided to do, because we're

8      recognizing that there are larcenies and crime in the

9      downtown area, so we have officers additionally than

10      the ones that are assigned to the 1st Precinct who come

11      in for various football and baseball games.

12                In addition to patrolling the stadiums they

13      will now be deployed into those parking structures

14      around those various areas where these larcenies are

15      taking place and they will be directly responsible for

16      reducing the larcenies in those areas.  We do a monthly

17      Com Stat with all of the individuals in the 1st

18      Precinct, the businesses, communities, stakeholders

19      alike and we find out where those hotspots are, where

20      they're actually occurring, what time, what day, and

21      that's how we're deploying.

22                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Thank you, Commander

23      Hall.

24                COMMANDER HALL:  You're welcome.

25                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Are there anymore
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1      questions for Commander Hall?  If not, thank you,

2      ma'am.

3                COMMANDER HALL:  Thank you very much.

4                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Great report.

5                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Madam Chair, I have a

6      question for A.C. White.

7                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Yes.

8                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Have the precincts been

9      realigned yet?  Has that project been completed?

10                A.C. WHITE:  Yes, sir.  The boundaries of the

11      precincts, yes, sir, it has been.

12                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Can we get a copy of

13      those?

14                A.C. WHITE:  Yes, sir.

15                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Thank you.

16                A.C. WHITE:  You'll have that by the next

17      meeting as well.

18                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Sir, yes, sir.

19                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Do we have any standing

20      committee reports?  If not, let's move to new business.

21      Any new business?  Old business?

22                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madam Chair, I'd like to

23      address the Assistant Chief White in deference to the

24      issue about the Belle Isle, you know, the high profile

25      from the counsel people and the Mayor, I guess.  Is
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1      there any type of -- I know Miss Bernice went out there

2      and talked with the lieutenant.  Is there any type of

3      rapport that DPD could share with the Michigan State

4      Police and DNR in terms of the issue that's before us

5      Detroiters with this transition period?  I understand

6      it's a transition period.  Is there any type of rapport

7      that we might try to establish with the issues at hand,

8      for what it's worth?

9                A.C. WHITE:  Most certainly.  Through the

10      Chair.  I certainly didn't want to associate my

11      comments earlier with the uptick at the parks with a

12      negative association with something that's happening at

13      Belle Isle, that wasn't my intention, but we are in

14      fact seeing an uptick of other parks, that's a fact.

15                With regard to relationship with Michigan

16      State Police, we enjoy a very good working relationship

17      with the Michigan State Police.  Like you, I'm aware of

18      some of the concerns from the community.  I saw the

19      news reports as well.  We are in constant conversation,

20      the Commander and her team, my office so, you know,

21      when issues are brought to us and I have not seen an

22      uptick in complaints.

23                A.C. you may -- Cromwell, you may be able to

24      speak more to that.  I don't know if you're getting the

25      complaints, even though it involves the State Police,
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1      but I have not specifically seen a large number of

2      complaints.  I've heard of a couple of instances where

3      citizens were walking across the bridge and being

4      approached.  My understanding is there was an issue

5      with some bikers, bike riders that were potentially

6      unsafe.

7                But with regards to our relationship with the

8      State Police, it's good, it's strong, they are open to

9      understanding our community.  They have been open to

10      working with us and we don't see any reason why we

11      can't foster a very positive relationship.

12                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Maybe perhaps it might be

13      appropriate that we make request of Michigan State

14      Police to come before this Board and address some of

15      those concerns directly.  I think that would be

16      reassuring the community and us that we're all

17      concerned.  This issue's come up in the community and

18      forums in reference to -- and while misinformation,

19      understand that it's a new day, it's new entity out

20      there so we got to make that adjustment.  But it's also

21      sensitive in terms of the race question and stuff like,

22      you know, that race too about the profile.  Someone

23      indicated that the State Police graduating class that's

24      only one or two African-Americans in that class.  So I

25      know one time the State Police used to get a bonus when
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1      they first came into Detroit for working in Detroit,

2      like a combat zone.  I just think maybe we should take

3      that initiative as the Board of Police Commission, not

4      to burden on you, but just to get for the reassurance

5      we represent the community more or less in that forum.

6                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.  I just

7      wanted to add to what Commissioner Bell stated.  Also

8      too we know now that Belle Isle is under the, under the

9      State now and so we as a Commission, it doesn't even

10      reference that as Commission as the Commission, it

11      doesn't reference that even in the City Charter now.

12      So I think it would behoove us to get on the front end

13      of this and get with all the individuals involved,

14      activists like Ron Scott, Brendan Jones.  I'm sorry,

15      Counsel Member Brenda Jones, and the clerks.  And, and

16      communication set -- all of this sit down together as

17      Commissioners, the State Police, DNR, they're out there

18      too, to getting on the front end, NAACP, etcetera,

19      bring all of the stakeholders to the table so that we

20      can resolve this issue and find out, you know.

21                There evidently is, I strongly suspect, some

22      need for some sensitivity training, if you want to call

23      it that.  I've always had an issue you had to train

24      people how to treat people.  But I really think before

25      this escalates that something needs to be done, and us
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1      as Commissioners because we represent the City and the

2      community in various district too so.

3                A.C. WHITE:  If I may through the chair.

4      Certainly I don't want to speak for the State Police.

5      I've work closely with them on a variety of different

6      projects, and I know that this is not the only urban

7      community that they've serviced, we're all aware of

8      that.  I think, though, it would serve us in addition

9      to that a, some form of community educational

10      engagement opportunity we should take because the DNR

11      is different than what we've seen in the city, you

12      know.  They are going to be looking for things on the

13      waterways and in the, you know, such as fishing

14      licenses and things like that.  Those of us who've gone

15      to state parks know that you've got to have your

16      fishing license.  I don't think I've ever seen anybody

17      ask for fishing license at Belle Isle so, you know,

18      that's going to create some real serious issues.  So we

19      need to educate the community as well.  So I don't know

20      if Comcast or any other cable companies can assist us,

21      but some form of public service address might be

22      helpful.

23                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

24                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:   At this time I'm going

25      to ask if the budget director ask if you could come
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1      forward with the budget report.

2                BUDGET DIRECTOR:  Good afternoon.

3                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Good afternoon.

4                BUDGET DIRECTOR:  There were a few additional

5      items that were open as a result of yesterday's

6      meeting, and I just wanted to follow up and ensure that

7      you guys received information that was needed.

8                There were a couple binders that were

9      delivered today to George.  I asked him if he needed

10      additional ones to definitely let us know, we will go

11      through that process and let you guys have more copies.

12                So through the items that I wanted to give

13      you the answers for were capital expenditures, CB

14      patrol and to restore the 10% pay cuts.  So to answer

15      the question, capital improvements the question was how

16      often, how soon and what amount of money was going to

17      be spent and what timeframe.  So the capital

18      improvements is 34.2 million dollars, it's projected to

19      be spent over ten years.  The majority of the money is

20      going to be spent about 13 million in 2015, and 6.5

21      million in 2016.

22                Now as we had discussed yesterday, this is a

23      restructuring initiative, what the process was

24      submitting restructuring initiative would be put

25      together the plan, the purpose, recommendation, and
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1      then submit it through the Chief Financial Officer

2      Hill, and then he would give us the approval to move

3      forward with project, depending on the availability or

4      the quality of life funding.  So that has -- we are in

5      the process of submitting that plan and we'll move

6      forward once approval is given.

7                The next question is CB patrol, how much

8      money was set aside for funding and what was it for.

9      There are -- there's $205,000 set aside for CB patrol

10      for belts, holsters, magazine holders, handcuffs,

11      carriers, protective vests and radios.  That money will

12      be spent in two different years $102,000 each year in

13      2015 and 2020.

14                The last question was when is the -- what is

15      the intent to restore the 10% pay cuts, is it initial

16      or what was the plan.  I've been advised to defer you

17      guys to Jones Day as that negotiation is still in

18      process with the union, but the remaining question was

19      in the restructuring plan today how long is it going to

20      take to restore the 10% and it's going to be four

21      years.  The initial plan includes a five-year increase

22      in 2015, zero for '16, and 3% for '17.

23                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Are there any questions

24      for the Director.

25                COMMISSIONER MOORE: I have a quick question.
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1      The 8th Precinct, what are the plans for the 8th

2      precinct as far as the status of the emergency?

3                BUDGET DIRECTOR:  There is a plan to add

4      three new precincts this year.  Let me just get to my

5      notes real quick.  And there are -- there's a plan 5th

6      Precinct, 7th Precinct and 8th Precinct.  The initial

7      spending would start before June 2014, carry on through

8      '15 and in '16.  A.C. can probably speak further as to

9      whether or not the project was actually started.  I

10      know that the 8th Precinct itself I don't believe has

11      been --

12                A.C. WHITE:  I was actually trying to relay

13      something too.  I apologize.  What was your question?

14                BUDGET DIRECTOR:  What are the plans for 8th

15      Precinct?

16                A.C. WHITE:  Okay.  The 8th Precinct -- okay.

17      The 8th Precinct they're in negotiation with Meijers.

18      I don't know if you are aware, but the Meijers store is

19      building a location at the -- right across from the old

20      8th Precinct, I think that was Redford High School.

21      We've had some preliminary discussions with them about

22      partnering with them on a facility, and there is a

23      building that is currently on that property that used

24      to be a Wellness Center.  It's really in great shape.

25      There's been some looting there, but it's not going to
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1      take us much to transform it into a police precinct.

2      It actually kind of looks like a police precinct now.

3      Meijers is not only willing to assist us in obtaining

4      the property, but to also add some financial support as

5      well.  So that is something that they're looking to

6      launch if we can get all the approvals with their build

7      out, the Meijers location, which is scheduled to

8      commence late this summer.

9                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Any other questions?

10                COMMISSIONER MOORE: Just a quick follow-up.

11      So the budget, the budget amount, what year were they

12      talking about or you stated about the 8th Precinct?  Is

13      that like '13/'14 budget or '12/'13 budget?

14                A.C. WHITE:  Well it's, it's actually drawn

15      out over the course of ten years how the monies are

16      going to be used.  The first -- what we've tried to do

17      is we're looking at how much is it going to cost to

18      build the 8th Precinct, and then once that's

19      established, we will look to take the first couple of

20      years of the money and use those, you know, on the --

21      early on.

22                There's also some discussion about having

23      Meijers build it and, and just basically rent it from

24      them until like a rent-to-own type situation.  So

25      there's a lot of moving parts with Meijers.
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1                I'm confident that something will get done.

2      I just don't know what it will look like, but I don't

3      want to misrepresent how the budget piece is going to

4      play out, because if I say to you, you know, we're

5      going to use a ten-year budgeted dollar and then next

6      year we're standing in front of you saying well, we

7      want to do something different.  You know, I'd rather

8      wait until those things cement.

9                But I will tell you with regards to this

10      process, which is unlike anything we've ever seen, so

11      the plan of adjustment monies are almost in like a

12      competitive sector of the department where you have to

13      present a plan that will allow you to obtain those

14      funds.  So simply because they're there doesn't

15      necessarily mean we're going to get them.  We have 13

16      priorities for the department in the budget, and

17      hopefully we got all 13, but we may not, and so

18      something's going to fall off.  But the facilities are

19      most important because we have the Cain facilities in

20      regards to 8th Precinct, one of most densely populated

21      precincts in the city doesn't have a precinct.  So that

22      is a priority.

23                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Thank you.

24                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Any other questions?

25                COMMISSIONER BYRD:  Through the Chair, just



5/15/20145/15/2014

Page 34

1      one question.  I kind of reviewed the budget just last

2      night, and actually I had the opportunity to go through

3      it thoroughly, but this year it appears as though it's

4      not to normal budget proceeding, being that we are

5      under the direction of emergency manager.  Am I correct

6      in that assumption?

7                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  That is correct.

8                COMMISSIONER BYRD:  So the Charter says that

9      the police budget is to be submitted annually.  Why

10      would we want to go three years out for a budget that

11      basically we're not having a lot of input in, and what

12      role does this body play this year?  Why wouldn't we

13      want to go one year and wait for the budget process to

14      revert back to the normal proceedings that's detailed

15      in the Charter?  Why go three years out over a budget

16      that basically we're not in control of?

17                BUDGET DIRECTOR:  The City mandated that each

18      unit of the City of Detroit submit a triennial budget.

19      This is completely different than anything that's ever

20      happened in the past.  And the reason for the three

21      years is to project what is going to happen moving

22      forward in the bankruptcy process.  The actual plan of

23      adjustment is actually forecasting ten years.  The City

24      of Detroit has said that the plan of adjustment needs

25      to correspond with the budget that was submitted in the
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1      same format that you guys are used to.  So Budget has

2      mandated that we submit a triennial plan.

3                Now as far as the Charter goes, I don't have

4      an answer to that question.  I did ask whether or not

5      that was still a requirement for your approval.  I

6      don't have an answer at this time.

7                COMMISSIONER BYRD:  Okay.  So if we go out

8      three years, next year will we be able to come back and

9      amend that budget?

10                BUDGET DIRECTOR:  Yes, just like every other

11      budget.

12                COMMISSIONER BYRD:  Will it require approval

13      of this body to do the amendment or will it be

14      something that's already been settled?

15                A.C. WHITE:   Well, again, as I indicated

16      earlier through the Chair, this is unlike anything

17      we've ever seen so um, you know, this is part of the

18      bankruptcy process.  I would highly encourage this

19      honorable board to take a strong look at the three-year

20      projected budget, and if you have concerns, note those

21      concerns now because we are operating with that three

22      years, I mean that's real, that's not, you know,

23      theory.  I mean that's where we're at.

24                I do, sir, understand, your concerns about

25      the Charter indicating an annual review, and I'm
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1      certainly not giving advice to this panel, but just

2      from where I sit, I'm looking at what the City is

3      telling us we have to do in order to meet the

4      requirements of the budget, and we looked at the full

5      ten years.

6                COMMISSIONER BYRD:  So in actuality, the City

7      is telling us to violate the Charter.

8                COMMISSIONER BELL:  I wouldn't answer that.

9      Madam Chair, since Assistant Chief is pausing for a

10      long time, I'm not an attorney, but I would advise him.

11      But I would like to raise the question since we're

12      talking about facilities.  What is the update on Palmer

13      Park facilities in reference to office of the Chief of

14      Investigator moving there from downtown to that

15      location?  Is that in the budget?  I'm not familiar

16      with the budget, but I just know there's supposed to

17      been some transition or a movement there.

18                A.C. WHITE:  What facility was that?

19                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Office of Chief

20      Investigator to move to Palmer Park.

21                A.C. WHITE:  Okay.  That's the Merrill

22      Plaisance location.  That is still part -- or that is

23      still in consideration as one of the buildings that we

24      did ask for, yes.

25                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay.  My concern is
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1      this, that we have always been centrally located as far

2      as Office of Chief Investigator, and I understand the

3      leasing issue somewhat, but without any thought to

4      moving that facilities to that location, which is

5      Northwest, and we have serious transportation issue in

6      the City of Detroit and I don't think that -- I don't

7      know, was there any thought to that process of the

8      citizen coming to that location versus downtown area,

9      which is -- seemed to be more convenient for the

10      citizens who really have issue.  My understanding we

11      moved into this facility because we wanted to be

12      separated from DPD.  However, my understanding that

13      mounted is in that facility area, is that correct, in

14      the same building or is that separate?

15                A.C. WHITE:  Mounted should not be in Merrill

16      Plaisance.

17                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay.  Getting back to my

18      original question, was there any thought to the

19      location of the facilities?

20                A.C. WHITE:  Yes, there were, there was a lot

21      of thought put into the location of the facilities.

22      The mandate that we received, and I can speak to this

23      because it was in my office that handled it, was that

24      we must move to facilities in which the City owned for

25      the purpose of saving money.  There were a number of
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1      facilities that we looked at.  Currently OCI's in a

2      lease, as you know, and when we looked at the buildings

3      that we owned and we considered A, bus lines, you know,

4      how can -- there's a bus line that runs right through

5      there.  B, has to be -- OCI should be closely linked to

6      the community.  Merrill Plaisance is literally in the

7      community, it's in a residential area.  And size and

8      location.  So we looked at that from a disciplinary as

9      well as OCI, and then the money that we had set aside

10      for build-out purposes, it fit right into the budgetary

11      number, so we did look at all those issues.

12                COMMISSIONER BELL:  I guess my thought, Madam

13      Chair, is that this is a newly constituted board and I

14      don't know, you know, in the past, but I think there's

15      something that we should really weigh in and that we

16      should weigh in on it versus DPD weighing in on it and

17      making the final decision.  I just think that we need

18      to revisit that issue, for what it's worth, if that's

19      appropriate.

20                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Yes, and we did go

21      because Pam, you know, advised me too, but I still

22      think this board, the new board should also maybe take

23      a look at that and understand that whole process and

24      what's going on.

25                A.C. WHITE:  For the record, as Madam Chair
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1      indicated, there was a number of discussions that

2      happened with regards to this location, some concerns

3      that were raised, some visits to the facility.  It was

4      not -- the decision was not made in a vacuum but it was

5      prior to this board, previous board.

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  My position is this,

7      since there's not finalization, you haven't started

8      renovating this facility?

9                A.C. WHITE:  Yes, we have.

10                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madam Chair, I just think

11      we need to be brought up to speed in reference to that

12      particular item, you know.

13                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Yeah, I agree.

14                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the Chair.  You

15      know, anybody ever thought about moving OCI to police

16      headquarters?  We do have Internal Affairs here, and I

17      think with our staff, I think the rest of our staff

18      should be here with us.  Anyone thought about that?

19                A.C. WHITE:  Yes, through the Chair.  It was

20      considered, but the concern that was raised is that the

21      community would not feel comfortable amongst police

22      officers complaining about police officers and may be

23      some reluctance to come into the building so we felt --

24      and I agree with that.  I think it should be a separate

25      facility.
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1                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  That was a concern,

2      Commissioner, that people wouldn't feel comfortable

3      coming in filing a complaint against police in the

4      police station so.

5                Are there any other questions?

6                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Yeah, through the

7      Chair.  The budget that we presented, the final say is

8      going to be by the EM, is that correct, the Emergency

9      Manager?

10                BUDGET DIRECTOR: I believe it's going to be

11      by the EM as well as the creditors.

12                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  So this could all

13      change.

14                BUDGET DIRECTOR:  It could.  And as I

15      indicated yesterday, this is still changing, so this

16      may not be the final version that you guys have.  It

17      could change tomorrow.  It could have already changed

18      last week.  We are kind of rolling the dice at this

19      point trying to stay with a consistent plan.  As A.C.

20      White had indicated with the facilities plan changing

21      and money changing as to for spending in the 2014 or

22      spending in 2015, that changes everything.

23                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Are there any other

24      questions?

25                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.
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1                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Go ahead.

2                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

3      For the record, I certainly hope that the 10%, restore

4      the 10% doesn't take four years.  I hope that changes

5      like immediately.  Thank you.

6                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.  Are there any

7      other questions?  If not, thank you.

8                BUDGET DIRECTOR:  Thank you.

9                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Now we can move to

10      announcements.  Our next meeting is Thursday, June

11      22nd, 2014 3 p.m. here at the headquarters.

12                There's, Commissioners, you have in your

13      packet two district community meeting fliers, and I

14      just would like to suggest that as many of us attend

15      these meetings, especially the commissioners of that

16      district, District 6 and 7.  The Mayor will be doing,

17      is doing his district community meeting tour so just

18      wanted to bring that to your attention.  Are there any

19      other announcements?

20                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madam Chair.

21                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:   Yes.

22                Commissioner BELL:  I would just like to

23      announce that councilman, James Spivey, is having a

24      District 4 meeting on the 21st of this month at 6 p.m.

25      at St. Mary's church.  Hopefully you got something that
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1      was shared through the e-mail process for District 4

2      people on the east side of Detroit in that District 4.

3                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.

4                A.C. WHITE:  Madam Chair, I have an

5      announcement as well.

6                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Yes.

7                A.C. WHITE:  I'd like to invite any member of

8      the board, as well as community members, to Wayne

9      County Community College tomorrow at 10 a.m.  We're in

10      the process of selecting -- the Chief is in the process

11      of selecting a new Assistant Chief and potentially a

12      Deputy Chief and there's a program that will be where

13      each group will present tomorrow as part of the

14      selection process so everyone here is welcome to

15      attend.

16                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Which location?

17                A.C. WHITE:  Downtown campus.  Downtown, main

18      building.  It's 1001 West Fort Street.  It's the

19      campus, not the Administration Building.

20                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Commissioner, let me

21      just add to that.  When I was talking about the

22      District meeting, try to have as many of your people in

23      the community out as possible, and one of them is my

24      district, so Commissioner Carter.

25                Okay.  Let's move to our Oral Communications.
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1      Please give your name and limit your comments to two

2      minutes as you come forward.  Are there any comments?

3                MR. SCOTT:  Thank you.  I have to leave

4      shortly.  Ron Scott.  I just wanted to make a couple

5      comments today.  I'd like to thank Commissioner Byrd

6      for raising the question about the juxtaposition

7      between the Emergency Occupation and the, and the

8      Charter, and I won't dignify it by calling it emergency

9      management.  I think when democracy is under threat,

10      this is the anniversary, 50th anniversary of the

11      freedom, freedom struggle in Mississippi.  And I think

12      we're under a freedom struggle in Michigan so,

13      therefore, I won't dignify it in relationship to that,

14      capital takeover or any other takeover, that diminishes

15      democracy.  And I might add that the group that's

16      challenging the emergency managers raising the 13th

17      Amendment as an objection to that and that deals with

18      involuntary servitude and denial of the vote, so within

19      that context, that's the way I see it.  So especially

20      when you have large law firms that are making money

21      here and are sending it offshore as far as Singapore in

22      fact.

23                So essentially, having said that, I think

24      this august body would do well in terms of raising

25      those questions as vociferously and as particularly and
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1      within the legal forums as you can in terms of the

2      sanctity of the Charter.  This body was created

3      primarily for the purpose, which I'm sure all of you

4      understand, to be its purpose and, therefore, I think

5      that should be validated.  And I think continued

6      oversight of the budget was one of the major functions

7      of this entity, so I appreciate that, and I do believe

8      that there may be a framework where this could be

9      raised.  And even if it can't be raised in court, it

10      certainly can be publicly dispensed.  And

11      Commissioner Bell similarly raised that in terms of

12      location of this body for the public.  It's absolutely

13      significant, and I think that the mayor and the

14      individuals in the EM's office should do something

15      similar to what was happening.  Dan Gilbert has a lot

16      of property I think he could possibly donate to the

17      city because the city's donating a lot of to him so,

18      therefore, a portion of that new entertainment district

19      that he's pushing for might do well to be a location

20      for a place where the Office of the Chief Investigator

21      could find its way to do that.

22                The other thing is, having been involved in

23      Belle Isle situation, I would like to invite all of you

24      when we do it to join us on our Freedom Ride.  We're

25      using the nomenclature 50 years ago, since some of us
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1      are sliding backwards, to use that because we're going

2      to do that with cycles and classic cars and we intend

3      to be very respectful.  We're not confrontational and,

4      in fact, A.C., we held our little gathering across the

5      street from the old precinct on Belle Isle in the old

6      location, and we more than likely will be doing that

7      this weekend and say that I welcome our organization.

8      We have a component of our organization to focus on --

9      focuses on cycles.

10                And if I can have a deference at least for

11      one minute.  When we had the licensing issue with

12      cycles that came up about people having to have

13      licenses, the former chief, Chief Bully-Cummings, we

14      negotiated that and they joined us in an information

15      ride, and that was resolved very peacefully, it wasn't

16      confrontational.  In this context what we're asking, we

17      have about 13 very specific items which we can share

18      with you that we have concerns about, and some of them

19      are sensitivity issues, but members of the conservancy

20      had asked about sensitivity before.  So one of the

21      things we want to know is who's conducting sensitivity

22      training and whether or not the sensitivity training

23      needs sensitivity because, in effect, the matters that

24      have come up with the DNR and the state police are

25      certainly in need of vetting and assessing in terms of
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1      whether or not that process is working.  So we welcome

2      all of you and we welcome this body in terms of being

3      involved.  And I mentioned it briefly to Donnell and to

4      others in the Civil Rights community about this.  So we

5      welcome that, we welcome you to come along and ride

6      with us because part of our riding is to basically gain

7      an assessment as to what actually is happening on the

8      island.

9                Can say for those who ride cycles that the

10      bike lanes talked about how dirty it is, the bike lanes

11      are replete with glass, so individuals who go out to

12      cycle have a very difficult time doing that.  And I

13      think the DNR and state police should do well to try to

14      make those things safe as opposed to, you know, looking

15      at only the stops that are taking place.  So we've

16      asked for and we've submitted for your request to find

17      out who's being stopped, why, we want to get the

18      ethnicity, race, background and so forth and find that

19      out in terms of what actually has been done.

20                And then subsequently we'd like to speak not

21      only with the -- and we sent letters to this respect,

22      not only to conservancy and not only to DNR Chief as

23      well as the state police, but also we want to speak

24      with the representatives of the governor's office

25      because the governor weighing in on what we think, so
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1      we think it would be reasonable for us to meet with his

2      office, especially in this election year, to find out

3      what he's going to do to make sure that we have a more

4      peaceful island.

5                And I'm thankful to the citizens of the City

6      of Detroit that the ire has been raised because the

7      island is more than just a place to go and fish and

8      hang out, it's a place where it's been one of the

9      safest places in the City of Detroit, and that's

10      because the citizens of Detroit have deemed it to be,

11      like what we say, a peace zone where they go out and

12      enjoy the island.  And we certainly would like for our

13      young people this summer to have similar experiences

14      that we have without having any confrontation.  And in

15      that context, I thank you for raising it, and we invite

16      everybody to the table to be involved in that.

17                And then finally, if I can conclude, I have

18      some questions for Commander Hall.  I'd like to thank

19      her, for one thing, because the demeanor that has been

20      illustrated by officers in the downtown area, and I

21      live downtown, has been, has been different, that's all

22      I can say, and it's been engaging with people in the

23      downtown area.  I'd just like to encourage to make sure

24      that the gentrification process goes peacefully in the

25      area, but I think she's been very diligent in that
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1      context and I just wanted to put that on the table.

2      Very professional, that's what I can say.  That's the

3      term.  And we see each other at Whole Foods all the

4      time.  So at any rate, thank you very much, and on this

5      and I'll send out the information about Belle Isle as

6      we proceed with that.  Thank you.

7                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Excuse me, through

8      the Chair.  When is the next Freedom Ride?

9                MR. SCOTT:  Well we're looking at Sunday, we

10      were looking at Friday, but we didn't know whether or

11      not it was going to rain so now we're looking at Sunday

12      afternoon.  And I know you told me that you had to

13      work, but we're essentially doing it on most Fridays,

14      and then roughly 5:00 riding from Milliken Park at the

15      Downriver walk, those of you have cycles you can do

16      that, we go across the bridge, which is a good thing.

17                So all officers who haven't been that way

18      since the Academy, you can come out and join us.  And

19      then we ride around where the old police building was,

20      and then we ride back and that's basically it.  And,

21      like I said, we're going to have classic cars in the

22      future.

23                And I might add that Hoods Tire Services,

24      which is located across from Cantrell Funeral home on

25      the east side on Mack and Bewick, it's like a fourth
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1      generation African-American business.  And Eric Hood

2      who graduated from King High School told me that he and

3      his car club that we were going to have come on the

4      Island, that they were afraid to come on the Island.

5      And I think that's very significant.  These guys put

6      50, 60, $70,000 dollars in cars, and they only want to

7      do the same thing that the Dream Cruise does, and the

8      fact that they don't feel comfortable I think,

9      Commissioner Bell, is very significant, so we want to

10      make it comfortable for people.

11                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All right.  Thank you,

12      sir.

13                COMMISSIONER MOORE: What is the status of

14      Harbor Master?  Is it still there?

15                A.C. WHITE:  Yeah.  We're going to work with

16      the state police.  There's some unresolved issues

17      there.  But the Harbor Master, to answer your question,

18      is still intact.

19                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Thank you.

20                MR. MANDONA.  Good after noon.  Gerald, Gerry

21      Mandona.  I've been a resident here for just over 25

22      years, grew up on the east side near Mack and Outer

23      Drive, Warren and Outer Drive, Old Wine Basket for all

24      you guys on the east side.  So I moved just west of

25      here about two blocks five years ago and I applaud the
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1      increased presence and visibility of our police

2      officers.  They've been wonderful to work with and it's

3      to the point now where my father, who's a retired

4      employee that moved to the suburbs, is now open to

5      moving back, and I think that's the direction we need

6      to get to to start growing our tax base.

7                We still have a lot of work to do and I

8      wanted to bring a few things to your attention.  One is

9      that auto burglary is still a real problem.  I know

10      that there are other priority items that are taking

11      consideration but it's still pretty bad and those are

12      the kinds of things that keep people from moving back.

13                The second, I'd really more like your advice

14      on this.  There is an establishment called the TV

15      Lounge that's right by the Motor City Casino, and

16      especially when they bring big-name acts, noise is

17      heard well past 2 a.m. all the way out here where a

18      live, and they're serving alcohol after 2 a.m..

19      there's rampant drug use and possible drug sales.  The

20      problem is that when you call 911 on Saturday at 2

21      a.m., there's about 1000 other priority calls that are

22      going to take precedence.  And so I'm wondering what,

23      what I can do, what can we do to maybe pare that kind

24      of stuff back because their patrons, many from the

25      suburbs, need to get the message too that it's a new
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1      day in Detroit.  Thank you guys.

2                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Commander Hall.

3                A.C. WHITE:  Chair you've already done it.

4      Thank you, sir.  Commander Hall, can you meet with me?

5                COMMANDER HALL:   Yes.  I just did want to

6      address one thing, though.  Because the TV Lounge Does

7      fall under my purview that we have -- we're on a

8      regular basis are outside of the TV Lounge on the

9      weekends when the crowds are pretty large, and we have

10      done some vice enforcement at that location.  Vice has

11      been given that location.

12                I'm not sure about the calls for service.  If

13      you know, our calls for service, we've gone from a

14      what, 50, 45 minutes to we're out 8.8 minutes in the

15      downtown area.  So I'm not sure what calls for service

16      are not being answered, but we'll go outside and I'll

17      get your information and we can talk further.

18                MR. MANDONA:  Thank you very much.

19                MR. LUND:  As well I am Dana Lund again.  I'm

20      always coming up here to address you guys with a

21      problem that's always going on in my neighborhood.

22      First of all, do you have a listing of your names of

23      all of you that I can get of who you are?

24                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  You can see secretary

25      George Anthony.
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1                MR. ANTHONY:  And it should be also on the

2      top of the agendas that are in the back as soon as you

3      walk in.

4                MR. LUND:   My problem again here is the 9th

5      Precinct and in my area.  I called the 9th Precinct

6      after I called 911 about a situation about things

7      that's going on in my neighborhood about a basketball

8      rim.  I called and an officer answered, answered the

9      phone.  She answered the phone with a nasty attitude.

10      I asked for her name or a badge number.  She gave me a

11      very nasty attitude like she didn't want to give me her

12      name so forth and so on.  And I had to call back.  I

13      asked for the commander or the sergeant, could I speak

14      with them, she hung up the phone.

15                And I had called back again.  Then a

16      lieutenant answered the phone.  So I had to file a

17      report, which I really don't want to have to go through

18      all that foolishness.  I got, you know, the report

19      number and all that.  I never -- I got, you know, some

20      paper work and so forth and so on.

21                I had to go through that process.  I'm trying

22      to keep my neighborhood up because I own a house in

23      that neighborhood.  The kids hit my truck, they ran out

24      in front of my truck.  I wasn't drinking or anything.

25      I don't want to hurt nobody's kid, I got grandkids.
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1      And that's a foolish thing.  And I want -- I don't know

2      if I have to go to address it down at the Mayor's

3      office.  Can they give out tickets to these people

4      that's bringing my neighborhood down by parking on

5      their grass?  That's totally ridiculous, parking on the

6      grass and having these kids put these basketball rims

7      right there on the street.

8                And another thing, which is a sad thing, I

9      know you all heard it on the news, a little

10      two-year-old girl, the father, I don't know how it was

11      that he ran over his baby.  And I called 911 so many

12      times about these speeders.  I'll give you my address,

13      19526 Waltham.  I done called the 9th Precinct.  I done

14      called 911.  My granddaughter is tell me granddaddy,

15      granddaddy she wants to ride her bike.  I'll be 50 this

16      year, but I mean I'm in good shape enough to walk her,

17      I walk her around the block.  I got to deal with dogs

18      and everything and all of this, but I got to call 911.

19                I don't have to address threats to somebody

20      at the police department not directly to them and tell

21      them if somebody hit my grandbaby and I'm going to say

22      this to you guys, and I'm not threatening no one, if

23      they hit my grandbaby, you can look at he news, there

24      will never be a 12 jury judging them, there will be six

25      carrying them because they hurt my child, I'm not going
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1      to let them go to court.  I'm just telling you because

2      I called for years asking them can they put a

3      patrolman.  They can sit in my yard.  I got a big yard.

4      They can sit on Pinewood, they can sit on Manning.

5      There's not a stop sign from 7 Mile to State Fair.

6      I've been doing this for years begging them to come on

7      that block, asking the officers to sit.  He can wear

8      out several books, that's how fast they come down there

9      60 miles an hour down that block.

10                I came here asking can I be a reserve.  I

11      done even got my whatever.

12                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  I'm doing some reentry

13      training at the 9th Precinct with Captain Roche, and I

14      would definitely talk to him about that Monday.  I just

15      need to -- if you can give A.C., gentleman there, give

16      him your contact information.

17                MR. LUND:  I'm sorry.  In didn't mean to get

18      upset or anything.

19                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  You're fine.

20                MR. LUND:  I just come down here every time

21      and I just never get anything done.  I don't mean to be

22      rude.

23                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  I'll take care of that

24      for you on Monday.  Just give him your information.

25      One of the commissioners want to address that?
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1                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, I will also call

2      Captain Roche because you live in the 3rd District.

3      That's my district.

4                MR. LUND:  I'm not trying to by rude or

5      anything.

6                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  No, you're not being

7      rude.

8                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  That's good information

9      to know because I'm sure that didn't get to him so I'll

10      make sure that Captain Roche.

11                MR. LUND:  Thank you.

12                MS. PANNELL:  Good afternoon.  Sharon

13      Pannell, P-A-N-N-E-L-L.   First of all, I just want to

14      know, I heard Wilson is retiring, is that correct?

15                A.C. WHITE:  Yes, that is correct.

16                MS. PANNELL:  And the Emergency Manager is

17      leaving in July, so will the Chief leave too and we'll

18      have to go back through getting another chief?

19                A.C. WHITE:  I mean I don't anticipate that

20      happening, ma'am, but I don't know.  I mean there's no

21      indication that the chief is leaving or planning to

22      leave.

23                MS. PANNELL:  Okay.  Thank you.

24                MS. SMITH:  Good afternoon, Deputy,

25      Commissioners.
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1                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Good afternoon.

2                MS. SMITH:  Commander Hall, that was a very

3      very good report.  With me being a resident in that

4      particular area, I appreciate the fact that you did a

5      very good report, but there was some things that the

6      commissioners didn't ask.  As we all know, there's

7      going to be rebuilt, not only Iliches did buy, but it

8      was given away from the city council.  But my thing was

9      when I heard about it a couple of weeks later, the

10      price or whatever, the negotiations was, I was very

11      upset about it because the fact that they neglected,

12      they got a speech saying they're going to do this and

13      do that.  Well we all know people will say anything to

14      get what they want, especially millionaires and

15      contractors and everything else in this town, people

16      that have business.  My thing was the fact that they

17      did not get a written contract.

18                As I understand it, speaking about the

19      Iliches now, what they have done, they got their own

20      consulting companies and they're going to have the job

21      of choosing whoever companies that they're going to

22      have or employees to come and work there.  Their

23      choosing, not the City or anybody in the Mayor's office

24      because with me being in the Mayor's -- did I say my

25      name?  I'm sorry.
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1                But anyway, I'm just upset because the city

2      is not doing what they should do in regards to giving

3      this land away and giving all this property to people

4      who they don't deserve it in a way because we got to

5      watch them, and I mean we got to watch them.

6                All right.  As far as what else?  I wrote my

7      notes down here.  The contract.  As I stated, we do not

8      have that much crime down in Midtown, I'm glad to tell

9      you, and I think the way they have it all situated and

10      how the police are going to be spread out in the

11      different districts and everything, that's a very good

12      idea.  But I do want to ask one thing, how is the class

13      of the police department coming along?  Are we given

14      anymore recruits because, you know, crime is on the

15      uprise in some areas, and they do need police officers,

16      and I just want to know, do we have a class that's

17      going to be graduating?  I was told last month that we

18      do have a class that will be out in the next three or

19      four months?  Are you aware of that, Deputy?

20                A.C. WHITE:  Yes, ma'am.  We have classes

21      scheduled to graduate early June, and then there is a

22      class of 50 that will be starting late June.  And we

23      have a total of I believe it's two classes in now, one

24      will be coming out in June and shortly thereafter the

25      other class will be graduating.
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1                MS. SMITH:  And will they know about the

2      sensitivity when they get out there on the street?

3                A.C. WHITE:  Absolutely.

4                MS. SMITH:  That's one of the main things.  I

5      heard Ron state about the state police.  Well I don't

6      have any problem with the state police.  I was out

7      there the times that I told you about, but since he's

8      been out there several times since I have, and he just

9      told me about the glass on the bike.  I asked him did

10      he throw it down there, but he said he didn't.

11                But in the meantime, I am going back out

12      there and I'm going to talk with Lieutenant Shaw and

13      I'm going to see if there's any change to what has

14      happened since the time that I have.  When I saw Ron in

15      the picture he was raising his hand and going on, so

16      that must have been something that he, he was saying to

17      them and trying to explain to them.

18                I don't have no problem with the police

19      period, state police, N -- DNR, whatever they are, I

20      don't have no problem with them.  But the fact is we

21      have to know how to treat them also.  We're not asking

22      to kiss them, by no means, but the fact is we got to

23      let them know we're respectable and we are decent,

24      honest people and we're not looking for any trouble.

25      We can talk to them in a way where we want them to talk
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1      to us.  If they get out of order, then that's when we

2      have to get a report on them.

3                But in the meantime, I will talk with the

4      lieutenant again, and I understand you want them to

5      come before you.  I won't take that job away from

6      George because I know he's sufficient enough to call

7      and get a appointment for him because it would be nice

8      for Shaw to come here and talk with the commissioners

9      and then you could judge for yourself whether he's, you

10      know, telling the truth or whatever the case may be.

11                But I do suggest that most of you do go out

12      there and just take a ride out there.  But do 25 now

13      because this way you won't have to worry about him

14      stopping you, just do 25 and then you know you're not

15      in the wrong, all right?

16                All right.  Also I know that Burt is having

17      trouble in his district.  There is -- Burton.  There is

18      a area down there where a couple of our church members

19      came to me and told me they live on the same street

20      where the Chief live and they said -- Former Chief

21      Logan, and they did state that his car was broken into

22      and they asked me for any kind of cooperation in

23      regards to that.  So I don't know how prevalent it is,

24      I'm not aware of it, but I do know it has happened in

25      his particular case.
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1                So in the meantime I told them what to do.

2      And I'm glad that the gentleman that was here is in the

3      district with Roche.  Is that how you pronounce it?

4      Roche, he's a very good, good officer, and I'm glad

5      that he's in that precinct because I think he will

6      straighten it out, and I know goodness well that we

7      give him all the kudos in the world because he was good

8      when he was down here.

9                And in the meantime, I want all of you to

10      have a blessed, blessed day.  We had a good -- those

11      mothers that had Mother's Day, I know they had a good

12      day.  But in the meantime, go to Belle Isle yourself

13      and see what's going on and then you will make your own

14      opinion about that, but be careful to do 25 though.

15                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.  I

16      take it you're going to do your Freedom Drive, not

17      Freedom Ride.  But also I just want to add that you're

18      absolutely correct.  There's one issue with those, the

19      state police, DNR and those so-called law enforcement

20      officers out there, but the other part in terms of the

21      community too, we have to make sure our driver's

22      license is correct, fishing license, we're wearing our

23      seat belts, we're driving the speed limit, your car is

24      correct, your tags aren't expired, etcetera.  So that's

25      another educational of --
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1                MS. SMITH:  That would be a main thing for

2      them to stop you because they did stop those men what,

3      about a couple of weeks ago or am I off key on that?

4      There was four of them in the car if you recall.  I did

5      report to you about it.  Two of them had warrants on

6      them and one didn't have a driver's license.  So you

7      got to be strict when you go out there.

8                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Absolutely.

9                MS. SMITH:  And I don't blame at all for if

10      they're suspicious of a car.  You know, just stop them

11      and do the right thing by talking to them right, but

12      the fact is, a lot of people get upset when the police

13      stop them.  Well what's going on now?  But if you're

14      right, you don't have to worry about being stopped.  I

15      don't have no problem.  I got my license, my handicap

16      and everything else so I don't worry about being

17      stopped.  But I do give kudos to the police partnered

18      here in the city.  And I want Hall to keep on doing a

19      fantastic job downtown because we love her down there

20      and she will have to have problems with the people

21      that's coming in this summer because we all know what

22      they do, they be going up and down the street drinking

23      their beer and so forth so we got to make sure that

24      they, you know, obey the law.  And I do wish that the

25      business people will pay the police the right kind of,
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1      you know, fee because they deserve to be down there.

2      And I understand they got a contract with them and so

3      forth, but Ilitch didn't have no contract, so I want

4      you guys to be sure that you get a contract with the

5      Ilitch folks.  Olympia, that's the name of it.  The

6      Olympia Company.  If you need their number, I will give

7      it to you.  They getting away with murder.  I thank you

8      so much for your time.

9                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Are there any other

10      comments?  If not, we'll move to adjourn.

11                COMMISSIONER BELL:   Madam Chair, before we

12      adjourn, I have one minor question for Assistant Chief

13      White.  We keep talking about 911, but at one time we

14      had a non-emergency number.  Is that still in existence

15      or did we promote that?

16                A.C. WHITE:  I think you're talking about

17      311?

18                COMMISSIONER BELL: Yes, sir.

19                A.C. WHITE:  The 311 in its original form

20      doesn't exist.  What we have now is we have the

21      opportunity to call TCRU to make a non-emergency police

22      report.

23                COMMISSIONER BELL: So we should promote that

24      with the community, and that's what we're not doing,

25      because I heard he called over and over again 911, and
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1      I know we have community forums coming up, and we need

2      to really speak to the TCR number.  Thank you.  Thank

3      you, Madam Chair.

4                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Move for adjournment.

5                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Second.

6                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  It's been moved and

7      seconded.  Meeting is adjourned.

8                (The proceeding was adjourned at 4:25 p.m.)
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1                     CERTIFICATE OF NOTARY

2

3 STATE OF MICHIGAN  )
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5 COUNTY OF OAKLAND  )

6

7                I, Melinda R. Womack, Certified Shorthand

8      Reporter, a Notary Public in and for the above county

9      and state, do hereby certify that the above deposition

10      was taken before me at the time and place hereinbefore

11      set forth; that the witness was by me first duly sworn

12      to testify to the truth, and nothing but the truth,

13      that the foregoing questions asked and answers made by

14      the witness were duly recorded by me stenographically

15      and reduced to computer transcription; that this is a

16      true, full and correct transcript of my stenographic

17      notes so taken; and that I am not related to, nor of

18      counsel to either party nor interested in the event of

19      this cause.

20

21                     ___________________________

22                     Melinda R. Womack, CSR-3611
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