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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 Thursday, March 20, 2014

3 3:02 p.m.

4

5

6                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  We'll call the meeting

7      to order at 3 -- 3:02, I think it is.

8                 I'm Commissioner Jessica Taylor and I'm

9      going to ask the Board Secretary to introduce the, I

10      mean to call the roll.

11                 COMMISSIONER/SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you,

12      Madam Chair.

13                 For the record, George Anthony, Secretary

14      to the Board.

15                 Commissioner Donnell R. White.

16                 VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE:  Present.

17                 COMMISSIONER/SECRETARY ANTHONY:

18      Commissioner Richard Shelby.

19                 COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Present.

20                 COMMISSIONER/SECRETARY ANTHONY:

21      Commissioner Wendell Byrd.

22                 (No verbal response)

23                 COMMISSIONER/SECRETARY ANTHONY:

24      Commissioner Reginald Crawford.

25                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Present.
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1                 COMMISSIONER/SECRETARY ANTHONY:

2      Commissioner Willie E. Bell.

3                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Present.

4                 COMMISSIONER/SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Willie E.

5      Burton.

6                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Present.

7                 COMMISSIONER/SECRETARY ANTHONY:

8      Commissioner Lisa Carter.

9                 COMMISSIONER:  Present.

10                 COMMISSIONER/SECRETARY ANTHONY:

11      Commissioner Ricardo R. Moore.

12                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Present.

13                 COMMISSIONER/SECRETARY ANTHONY:  And Madam

14      Chair, it looks like Commissioner Wendell Byrd has

15      arrived.

16                 COMMISSIONER BYRD:  Present.

17                 You have a quorum with all nine

18      commissioners present.

19                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay, and

20      Mr. Secretary, can you introduce the rest of the

21      staff, please.

22                 COMMISSIONER/SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you,

23      Madam Chair.

24                 From the staff, we have Ms. Aliyah Sabree,

25      our attorney to the Board seated in the front.  Next



3/20/20143/20/2014

Page 5

1      to her is Ms. Pamela Davis-Drake, our Chief

2      Investigator from the Office of the Chief

3      Investigator.

4                 Mr. Robert Brown, our officer manager is

5      seated to my right, Sergeant Allen Quinn is recording

6      our proceedings, and Karen Klerekoper is from Hanson

7      Court Reporting Services.

8                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  I'm going to ask

9      Pastor Darren Spencer, if he would come and give us a

10      word of prayer, please.

11                 (Word of prayer)

12                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  I would like to

13      entertain a motion to approve the agenda for today,

14      Thursday, March 20th, 2014.

15                 UNIDENTIFIED COMMISSIONER:  So moved.

16                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Second Bell.

17                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  It's been moved and

18      seconded.

19                 Are there any discussion?

20                 (No verbal response)

21                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All in favor?

22                 (Chorus of "ayes")

23                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All opposed.

24                 (No verbal response)

25                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  The agenda stands
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1      approved.

2                 There is no minutes for March 13th, so we

3      don't have to do that.

4                 And I'm going to move to the Secretary's

5      report.

6                 COMMISSIONER/SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you,

7      Madam Chair.

8                 This is the Secretary's report of citizen

9      complaints that were received in February 2014.

10                 The 2014 monthly count of complaints in

11      February were 97, when compared to the same period

12      last year of 82, it would represent an 18 percent

13      increase.

14                 The year to date for 2014 is listed at 205,

15      compared to last year of 172, represents a 19 percent

16      increase.

17                 At the end of February, 2014, the office of

18      the chief investigator had open investigations 251,

19      cased filed 205, cases closed 228.

20                 Of the 97 cases filed, 38 percent involved

21      unknown officers.  The alleged known units involved

22      leading in complaints filed in February 2014 were the

23      8th Precinct at 9 percent, the Eastern District at 7

24      percent, the 12th Precinct, Northeastern District and

25      Telephone Crime Reporting Unit at 6 percent.
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1                 The 97 cases filed in February 2014

2      involved 172 allegations where the leading areas of

3      concern were, procedure at 33 percent, demeanor at 24

4      percent, service at 16 percent, and force at 10

5      percent.  And that concludes the citizen complaint

6      report.

7                 Generally I prepare a report for the

8      unknown officers, I'll have that for you next week.

9                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Commissioners, do you

10      have any questions?

11                 (No verbal response)

12                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  If not, then we will

13      move to the Chief's presentation or report, the

14      Chief's Neighborhood Liaison.

15                 ASSISTANT CHIEF HOUSER:  Yes, Commander

16      Charles Wilson will be doing the presentation this

17      afternoon.

18                 COMMANDER WILSON:  Good afternoon,

19      Honorable Board.

20                 (Chorus of "good afternoon")

21                 COMMANDER WILSON:  Through the Chair, I'm

22      Commander Charles Wilson, I'm the commanding officer

23      of the Chief Neighborhood Liaison, as well as I have

24      public information under my purview.  I'm a direct

25      report to Co-Assistant Chief LaShinda Houser.
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1                 I'm going to bring forward my support staff

2      to take care of the presentation.  Currently, I have

3      three sergeants assigned to me, Sergeant Daran Carey,

4      Sergeant Wendie Collier, who will be doing the

5      presentation, and Sergeant Curtis Perry.

6                 I know you guys are probably wondering

7      where Lieutenant Hope, now newly promoted, she's the

8      captain over at the 7th precinct, so she has moved on

9      from the Chief Neighborhood Liaison office.

10                 But without further ado, Sergeant Collier.

11                 SERGEANT COLLIER:  Good afternoon,

12      Honorable Board.  Once again, I'm Sergeant Collier,

13      Chief's Neighborhood Liaison Office, I'll be doing the

14      presentation for our unit.

15                 The Chief Neighborhood Liaison office, as

16      Commander Wilson stated, we had a change recently,

17      Commander Wilson was in charge and he's over our city

18      camp and our LGBT group.

19                 We also have three sergeants, Sergeant

20      Daran Carey, myself, and Sergeant Curtis Perry, and as

21      you can see, we are over those individual entities

22      within our unit.

23                 Here we have a list of our missions and

24      goals, to develop and maintain the communication

25      between the community and the police department, also
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1      to offer crime prevention and education and assistance

2      to the residents, partner with our groups and

3      businesses to develop, implement crime reduction

4      strategies, and to also offer education and programs

5      for you.

6                 Here we have a list of the different

7      entities within our unit, the PAL, Mounty is no longer

8      under us, be we do have reserve corps under us,

9      chaplains, traffic safety unit, our workstations,

10      which once were our mini stations, now they have been

11      transferred to workstations.  We have the police

12      cadets, our explorers and our CB patrol.

13                 Here we list a few knew initiatives that we

14      have.  The first one is the CITI CAMP, basically a

15      program that we're working on with I believe is Cody

16      High School and Henderson Elementary.  Basically a

17      program that we are focusing on students that have

18      been identified with certain issues, so we try to

19      bring them in to teach them leadership, and different

20      other things we have listed there, restorative

21      practices, physical training, discipline.

22                 We also have the NPO program, and that was

23      recently brought forth in the news.  I don't know if

24      you saw the news piece on that, but that's a program

25      that the Chief has implemented within our department,
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1      so we have officers that have been assigned to certain

2      sections in the precincts as mini chiefs, and they're

3      in place to try to engage with the community to work

4      with the youth, businesses, gas stations and community

5      groups to try to come together and combat crime in the

6      neighborhood, and also to do events and different

7      things of that nature.

8                 And here is another list of new initiatives

9      that we have, we have SALT, which is explained there,

10      and we also have the LGBT.

11                 New advisory boards that we have in place

12      are the chief's advisory board, the chief's clergy and

13      the chief's youth advisory.

14                 And here we have a list of different

15      academies and projects that are ongoing within the

16      department.

17                 Here is just a list of a summary of

18      everything that we have going on.

19                 Is there any questions from the Board?

20                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Board, do we have any

21      questions?

22                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  I do, Madam Chair.

23                 You had mentioned workstations, what's the

24      difference between a workstation and a mini station?

25                 SERGEANT COLLIER:  A mini station -- well,
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1      the workstation is also like a place where the NPOs

2      can come and they can work, they can use the place to

3      come and do their paperwork, or whatnot, I'll let the

4      Commander...

5                 COMMANDER WILSON:  Again, Commander Charles

6      Wilson.

7                 The biggest difference is the mini stations

8      we were staffed specific hours, but we really wanted

9      the NPOs not to be stationed there, we wanted them to

10      be out in the community, so we turned it to

11      workstations where you can come in, take a report but

12      they will not be manned or staffed during a certain

13      time period, they will be more for them to come in,

14      take reports, or if they're doing a community meeting.

15      Most of the workstations are within the rec centers,

16      they'll come in and do a community meeting, something

17      like that, but we really wanted to push the NPOs out

18      in the neighborhood as opposed to doing stationary.

19                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Thank you.

20                 COMMANDER WILSON:  Any more questions?

21                 COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Are mini chiefs

22      assigned to a specific area?

23                 COMMANDER WILSON:  Yes, each precinct is

24      divided into three of four areas, we are total of 38,

25      and we'll make sure once we have the maps finalized,



3/20/20143/20/2014

Page 12

1      that this Board has the maps of each individual NPO,

2      but they pretty much sectored them into three or four

3      areas, and we gave them a geographic area, which is no

4      more than a two- or three-squad car area, just to make

5      sure that they were staffed.

6                 COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  How will the citizens

7      in the area know who their mini chief is?

8                 COMMANDER WILSON:  What we have is, we have

9      a graphic coming through, we'll be giving them cell

10      phones, as well as tablets to each individual NPO

11      officer, and that NPO officer is going to make sure

12      that they bring the community together and give that

13      number out.

14                 We actually have some of the NPOs that have

15      developed fliers, they're going door to door

16      introducing themselves to the community that they

17      service, so they are already out there doing it.

18                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Is that all the

19      questions?

20                 Well, I have one, I just wanted to know

21      because, Officer Hope, Lieutenant Hope.

22                 COMMANDER WILSON:  Yes, ma'am.

23                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  You were going to talk

24      with her and, like, form a partnership where the

25      Commissioners would work with them to be informed
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1      about what's going in the community, so how do we do

2      that now?

3                 COMMANDER WILSON:  Wendie Collier, she will

4      be her liaison for that and you can work directly with

5      her.

6                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All right, thank you.

7                 COMMANDER WILSON:  Thank you.

8                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Any more questions?

9                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madam Chair, I one

10      question, I think, for the Sergeant.

11                 What's the process of handling minor

12      neighborhood disputes, over-the-yard noise complaints,

13      you know, we used to try to mediate, is that something

14      that falls in your area?

15                 SERGEANT COLLIER:  Well, we still have that

16      process in place.  The NPO officer will contact them,

17      or I can contact them for you, and they come out, try

18      to bring them together and work on the issues at hand.

19                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  If I can add to that,

20      we are working with the Chief, we haven't put anything

21      in place yet but we're talking about mediation

22      centers, community mediation centers, so that will be

23      something that's coming in the future.

24                 SERGEANT COLLIER:  Thank you.

25                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.
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1                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Any more questions?

2                 Okay.  If not, thank you.

3                 Let's move to our standing committee

4      reports, are there any committee reports?

5                 Are there any new business to come before

6      the meeting?

7                 Old business?  Are there any old business?

8                 Okay, if not, our next meeting is Thursday,

9      March 27th, 2014, at 3:00, here at the headquarters.

10                 Next we'll have oral communications from

11      the audience.

12                 Please give your name and limit your

13      comments to two minutes.

14                 Are there any comments?

15                 MR. CARTER:  Good afternoon.

16                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Good afternoon.

17                 MR. CARTER:  Hi, I'm Tyrone Carter, the

18      president of the Original United Citizens Southwest

19      Detroit.

20                 I think I appeared before this Board two

21      weeks ago about the Marathon incident and the lack of

22      an emergency plan.

23                 Well, to kind of illustrate why there's a

24      need for a plan:  Yesterday, I-75 was shut down, and

25      if you're familiar with the area, the Jefferson Street
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1      Bridge is up and the Fort Street Bridge is up.

2                 There was a train wreck behind Marathon for

3      the detour.  It took people two and a half hours to

4      get there.  This is a public safety issue.  48217 is

5      cut off from the rest of the city.

6                 Now, I did get a phone call, too, maybe a

7      week ago from Ms. Brenda Ice, who used to work with

8      Homeland Security, now she's back contractually.  And

9      I got the same run-around, I'm going to be honest with

10      you.

11                 As a retired lieutenant and a person that

12      lives in a community with mostly seniors, it's kind of

13      insulting to me when you keep saying, go to your

14      website when half of my people don't have cable or

15      Internet.

16                 The city does a great job when they want to

17      get in touch with people, they can print these

18      pamphlets and door to door them.  If it's that

19      unreasonable, then give them to me and I'll do it.

20                 We have a community meeting tonight, and

21      you know, I pulled my notes up, June 10th, I appeared

22      before Detroit City Council to discuss Petcoke storage

23      and the fire at Marathon June 10th of last year,

24      there's still nothing done this year.  This is not

25      acceptable.
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1                 No other community would tolerate this, and

2      I say that because we have the only oil refinery in

3      the State of Michigan in our city.  I guarantee you

4      there's an evacuation plan for the Fermi plant down in

5      Monroe.  We have to do better, we deserve better in

6      that community and the city as a whole.

7                 I hate to say this, I guarantee you this

8      wouldn't happen in Rosedale-Grandmont, and some other

9      areas, thank you.

10                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you.

11                 Are there anymore comments?

12                 Yes, ma'am, come on up.

13                 MS. DOWDELL:  Hello, my name is Cherlyn

14      DowDell.

15                 I have a son that was murdered in June 22nd

16      of 2013.

17                 There is a detective named Kevin Wright,

18      he's assigned on this case.

19                 What I don't appreciate what Detective

20      White is doing to me, put it like that, I called him

21      with the information about there's someone has

22      information concerning my son's murderer, would you

23      talk to him?

24                 So I had went on the cell phone and went on

25      the house phone, so I told Detective White that this
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1      person is going to be calling you right now.

2                 He said okay, but when he called him, he

3      wouldn't answer, he didn't answer.

4                 I called him, he didn't answer.

5                 We did -- the following day, he didn't

6      answer, so I'm just wondering what can I do, you know,

7      with the detective?

8                 If he don't want to investigate or do his

9      job, maybe they can give it to someone else.

10                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay, well, let me

11      turn that over to Chief Houser.

12                 ASSISTANT CHIEF HOUSER:  Yes, ma'am,

13      through the Chair, I'm going to ask that Sergeant Ryan

14      Harris to come up and take some information down, and

15      then if she could stand by, then I'll follow up right

16      after the meeting with Deputy Chief LaValley in

17      regards to this matter.

18                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay, thank you,

19      ma'am.  Are you going to see him again?

20                 MR. RHOADES:  Good afternoon.

21                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Good afternoon.

22                 MR. RHOADES:  My name is Peter Rhoades,

23      R-h-o-a-d-e-s, I'm a resident of Detroit.

24                 I've been before the Board on several

25      occasions, and it's just a small problem with business
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1      license enforcement.  I did get an update from

2      Attorney Sabree, I want to thank you very much for the

3      update, the law department is still working at it, as

4      soon as possible.

5                 So let me give you just a story to give you

6      a little background, what I think this is important.

7      Years ago Immigration Enforcement did a big raid on a

8      chicken process plant.  Around the plant there were

9      hundreds of officers, they stormed the plant, they

10      hold everybody, they go through all the paperwork and

11      they arrest two or three people because they were

12      undocumented aliens.

13                 The entire community is an uproar there,

14      there's a massive use of manpower, and all they wanted

15      to do was get the business to comply with the law and

16      say, only hire documented workers.

17                 Later, the same problem, they hired one

18      employee, and he had a computer.  He went down the

19      list of employees' Social Security numbers and a list

20      of all the, and he found out which ones were bad

21      Social Security numbers, notified the employer, within

22      a week all of those employees that he had bad Social

23      Security numbers and maybe undocumented, they no

24      longer work at the plant.  There was one employee with

25      a computer, and not only did he take care of that one
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1      plant, he took care of every plant in the state, so

2      all of the chicken processing plants were treated

3      equal.

4                 So when we have this matter coming up

5      eventually, do the right thing.  Instead of hammering

6      businesses to try to get compliance by giving tickets

7      to individual employees to a criminal prosecution,

8      just use the building safety engineering department

9      show cause hearing procedure and one person with one

10      computer can go down, just down goes the list and make

11      sure every business in that category complies with the

12      law and gets the business license.

13                 It's been done successfully, it can be done

14      successfully before, but when I, as a citizen, a

15      resident, hear that we're still giving out tickets,

16      that's why I'm here, thank you.

17                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you, sir.

18                 Are there any other comments?

19                 MS. SMITH:  Got the computer up here.

20                 Good afternoon, Bernice Smith, Human Rights

21      Commission.

22                 I just want to express my opinion about

23      Monday at the City-County Building, it was just

24      wonderful.  Those that did not see the Chief and all

25      the officers that was present, it was just a wonderful
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1      sight.  I was at home watching it on television

2      because I wasn't able to get down, and you know

3      parking is a mess down there, anyway.

4                 But seeing all the police officers and the

5      expression that was on their face, I mean, it was just

6      wonderful, because of the fact that there is a new day

7      here in the City of Detroit, and we have a police

8      chief that's head of it, and he's going to do a

9      marvelous job for the citizens here in Detroit, and

10      I'm sorry, I didn't even speak, good afternoon.

11                 And I just had to come today and let you

12      know that I'm very proud.

13                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Can you state your

14      name for the record?

15                 MS. SMITH:  Yes, I did, at the beginning, I

16      did do, I know Brown is sitting over there.

17                 But anyway, it was just wonderful, and I

18      just had to come and tell you about it, I don't know,

19      most of you probably was at work and didn't see it,

20      but I was able to see it, and they just took up the

21      whole center of the auditorium, and they did take

22      pictures of them, and they had the Chief to come up

23      and sit next to the council people.

24                 So I just want to let you know, we have

25      someone to be proud of, not only the officers, we have
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1      a chief who is a good leader and I think morale has

2      really come up more so than what it has been, and I do

3      hope the Board keeps him, I think the mayor, I think

4      he will be in favor of keeping him.  And we don't keep

5      going through the ranks of getting different police

6      chiefs all the time.

7                 I subscribe to the Defender there in

8      Chicago, because I'm a former Chicagoan, and I brought

9      the paper for the Chief to see.

10                 On the headlines it had the new chief of

11      Chicago, I said to myself, I'm going to let the Chief

12      see what he's doing, and he is Caucasian, but the fact

13      is, they are having more problems than we have over

14      here.  They have a gang situation over there, so it's

15      just wonderful to know that we are talking care of our

16      troubles over here and we don't have all the troubles

17      that Chicago has, because they do have plenty, and I'm

18      telling you, they can't get it under control nowadays.

19      I understand through friends they tell me the police

20      let them do the shooting and then they will come

21      afterwards, so in this respect, our police officers

22      are in certain areas, they got them numbered in the

23      cars, and they're are going to be right on on time,

24      just like what happened the other day, you have

25      several incidents, the man and his son that jumped on
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1      the 42-year-old man, what happened, within hours that

2      there were caught.

3                 Also the hijackers of the man, they got,

4      well, I'm not saying Good Lord, he knows best, but one

5      got killed and the other one is seriously injured.  So

6      we can't continue to let these crooks do what they

7      want to do in our city and not have anything to be

8      done about it.

9                 So again, I thank you for listening to me,

10      and also, one little tidbit, you know, you're in a

11      situation just like the City Council, if you do

12      anything, they are going to put it on the headlines,

13      all right, so I'm just telling you that advice,

14      because I've seen it happen at the City Council, as

15      you might know, they wasn't after George this time but

16      they were waiting for him, but I want you guys to

17      know, please be careful whatever you do in the public

18      and not give them anything to talk about, because this

19      is a good board, I approve of it, even though I'm not

20      on it, but I approve of it.  But the fact is, you got

21      to be careful on what you're doing, because they want

22      anything to put you in the spotlight, and I don't want

23      none of you to be in the spotlight because I care too

24      much for you.

25                 I thank you so much for your time.
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1                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Yes, ma'am.

2                 MS. SMITH:  Take care.

3                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  When I came on this

4      Board, and I intend to be involved more, about the

5      integrity of the Board in confidence that the

6      community has in this board.

7                 I'm very family and reading all the

8      information as to what has occurred, even in the

9      e-mails that were sent, people claim they didn't know,

10      they didn't have knowledge of the department policy.

11      But back in January, we all were issued a copy of the

12      DPD manual, and that was through Ricardo Moore's

13      e-mailing and my requesting of the Board Secretary.

14      In all instances, the manual, for the DPD, this is the

15      policy.

16                 I know some there's people said they should

17      have known, they didn't know.  I always say, you

18      should have know in this policy.

19                 For those who don't know, let me just, a

20      few things I pulled from the policy dealing with that

21      is applicable to that issue with the department

22      vehicles.

23                 It's a directive, it was effective

24      4-1-2010, and for those who aren't familiar with it,

25      they can write this down and research it if they like,
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1      303.1-1, 303.1-2.1, 303.1-3, 303.1-4, 303.1-4.1, and

2      303.1-5.

3                 It's absolutely correct, it would be

4      hypocrisy in front of the police officer who may want

5      to appeal discipline, we're sitting on the Board and

6      we have to sit in judgment of them.

7                 When I talk to parties involved at the

8      scene and everything has been resolved, and for the

9      sake of reconciliation they said they would reconcile,

10      I certainly hope they would reconcile with the Chief,

11      I mean, because the e-mails I saw, I mean, and I read

12      back and forth, was like some skit from an old sitcom

13      Sanford and Son, I'm serious.

14                 MS. SMITH:  I don't blame you.

15                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  This ignorance of

16      not having knowledge, policy, read the City Charter,

17      that's what this commission is supposed to be about,

18      one of the issues is, with policy of the police

19      department.

20                 So I just want to say that, you know, I

21      certainly hope, and all the rest of the board members

22      we can move forward, but if something like this

23      happens again, I personally will call for some

24      sanctions against everyone involved and everybody

25      involved in this is to have some sort of culpability
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1      anyway.

2                 MS. SMITH:  That's fair.  There is so much

3      going in politics here in the city, we all know, we

4      went through a tiring, what, five years ago, so we

5      don't need to go through it no more, because we sit

6      and waiting to see what the next step we're going to

7      do, so this is good board.

8                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  We shouldn't been

9      engaged in the politics or the politricks.

10                 MS. SMITH:  That's true.

11                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Let me just comment on

12      that, you're absolutely right, Commissioner, but the

13      Chief and I was never out of sync.  I was talking with

14      the Chief all along, as a matter of fact, the Chief

15      was the last person I talked to and he had, you know,

16      that was before this policy thing came up, and I'm

17      sure, Cecilia, if you want to comment on that policy,

18      or anything, but the Chief and I was always in sync.

19                 The sad thing, is that I had to find out

20      from the media, if George Hunter hadn't called me, I'd

21      still being driving a car and don't know anything

22      about I'm not supposed to be driving it now.

23                 I know you say I should know, and maybe I

24      should, but the fact still remained that I didn't.

25                 So, we have reconciled, it was never
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1      anything that was really out of sync.  The e-mails

2      were just answering e-mails, but I have talked to the

3      Chief, the Chief and I was communicating when George

4      called, George Hunter called me, I immediately called

5      the Chief and we communicated throughout that process,

6      so that was never anything between the Chief or this

7      Board.  The Chief was in tune with everything and the

8      Chief and I relationship is good, it always has been

9      and always will be.

10                 There is nothing about that, that little

11      incident that happened, I talked to George and George

12      and I agreed that we should have been talking, but I

13      didn't know anything to talk about.

14                 Like I said, I learned it from the media

15      and I hope that would not happen again.

16                 MS. SMITH:  That was the reason why I said,

17      you got to be careful because they watching you guys,

18      just like they doing the City Council.

19                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  I know that for a

20      fact.

21                 MS. SMITH:  Whatever you do, I know it's

22      been an uproar, you know, I'm not worried about it.

23                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair,

24      with all due respect, we talk about policy, policy,

25      policy.  The issue is ethics here and to be above, for
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1      me, to ask for any police resources, a car anything,

2      would be unethical, for me to sit here in a position

3      that I was elected to represent the people and we are

4      talking about leadership here, to ask for anything

5      like that, and no disrespect to anyone here.

6                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  That may be true, sir,

7      but when you think that I was told that the Chair had

8      a car, I never asked for a car from this Board even

9      when they said that.  I don't think that should be an

10      issue, that was a mistake on my part maybe in asking

11      for a car, but when you don't have the knowledge, I

12      know you being a police officer, a police officer, or

13      still police officer may know these things, but that

14      doesn't mean everybody knows these things, and I

15      certain would not do anything unethical, never have,

16      never will, my reputation stands on it own.  I don't

17      have to sit here and defend my reputation, because it

18      does not need any defending.

19                 As you said in the e-mail, I would not

20      speak on this matter again because there is nothing to

21      speak on.

22                 VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE:  Just as a point of

23      order, we are currently on the agenda under

24      announcements and public comments, communications from

25      the audience, so I would move that if this matter
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1      needs further discussions as it relates to policy or

2      Commissioners' understanding, or lack thereof, that we

3      place it on the agenda for further discussion.

4                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  I agree with that.

5      Okay.

6                 Mr. Welborne?

7                 MR. WELBORNE:  Bill Welborne,

8      W-e-l-b-o-r-n-e.  I'm president of the Detroit City

9      Wide Police Public Relations.

10                 I'll going to bring some good news for a

11      change, Monday, Burgess Smith had a thing for

12      Olympics, running, Lauren Williams, which I thought

13      was great, and, I was talking to him later on, and

14      her, and he's going to try to have another one later

15      on, and myself, I like to see more people there, you

16      know, when I was in Europe, and when English people

17      want something, they come out by the thousands, they

18      support their people, we don't.

19                 We don't support our athletes at all,

20      especially when something she did.  Now she won a

21      silver medal in the 100-meter dash, a gold medal in

22      the 400-meter relay, and come to the Olympics, and

23      they lose, won a silver medal, that's outstanding, you

24      know, for somebody to make it like that.

25                 You know, I ran track, I wasn't, I wasn't
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1      quite good enough to make the Olympics, I was pretty

2      decent, but I couldn't make it, I wasn't quite good

3      enough.  For somebody to get out from and go to the

4      Olympics and win a medal, that's great.

5                 And I think we should next time we come out

6      and support her, she's going to move back to the City

7      of Detroit.  She said she wants to move back to

8      Detroit so she can help Detroit become a better city.

9                 And Dr. Womack is a good friend of hers,

10      like a Godfather of hers, and I think she's going to

11      work through him to become a, find a job, or something

12      like that, so just want to let the panel know about

13      that, I thought that was great, that she came back to

14      the Detroit.

15                 She's a young lady and she's got a lot to

16      offer, we need more young people to come back to

17      Detroit.

18                 Me, I'm on my way out, I'm in bad shape.

19                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Meeting tonight.

20                 MR. WELBORNE:  We have City Wide meeting

21      tonight, but I'm going to worry about the City Wide

22      meeting tonight, I got a meeting coming up, I'd like

23      everybody to come to, I got a special speaker that is

24      coming to this meeting, I'm going to let everybody

25      know, in September, I hope to have a awards dinner, a
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1      sit-down awards dinner, and I hope to have the

2      Attorney General from Washington come to being guest

3      speaker.  I have written a letter already.  He hasn't

4      responded to me yet.  If he don't send a letter pretty

5      soon, I'm going to send another letter because I want

6      him to come down.

7                 It will be a big thing.  My term is up in

8      December, I want to get him to come down be a speaker.

9      Thank you.

10                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you,

11      Mr. Welborne.

12                 MR. BASHAUNT:  Good afternoon, Board.

13                 (Chorus of "good afternoon")

14                 MR. BASHAUNT:  Nicholas Bashaunt

15      (phonetic).

16                 I just want to let the Board know that the

17      committee, Public Health & Safety Committee is having

18      a towing discussion on Monday at 10:00 regarding what

19      has been going on regarding towing in the City of

20      Detroit, municipal parking, the police, and what you

21      have authority over, so I encourage you to appear.

22                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you, sir.

23                 VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE:  Through the Chair,

24      I do believe that is an important discussion that will

25      take place on Monday.  I just wanted to check through
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1      the Chair, with Secretary Anthony, do we have anyone

2      who's likely to participate in that?

3                 COMMISSIONER/SECRETARY ANTHONY:  I'll be

4      there, I don't think I have necessarily the authority

5      to participate, unless the Board gives me that

6      authority, but I will certainly be there to advise and

7      bring back information to the Board.

8                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Are there any other

9      comments?

10                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madam Chair, I would

11      like to digress for a minute to Mr. Carter's concern.

12      This is my understanding, a subject before this Board,

13      would you, perhaps the Assistant Chief will be able

14      to, is this a Homeland Security-type issue that falls

15      under the Chief of Police?

16                 MR. CARTER:  Well, yes, I was told in a

17      meeting with the mayor that prior to this transition,

18      I know that Homeland Security is now under the police

19      department.  Before that I think they were own their

20      own entity under the last administration, or however

21      it was set up.

22                 So we had meetings with Director Lundy, and

23      actually I have notes from saying he was going to meet

24      with the community, that was in June of last year.

25                 Everybody remembers the big fire, the
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1      evacuation, the Melvindale evacuation, the sirens and

2      no communications with the residents of Detroit.

3                 Well, yesterday kind of illustrated that,

4      because if something had gone wrong yesterday, there

5      is still no plan to do anything.

6                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well, I spoke briefly

7      to Director Gerald Simons in reference to this matter,

8      and I think we have to respond to this serious

9      concern, and I was hoping perhaps he would have

10      contacted you since last Friday when we talked

11      briefly.

12                 MR. CARTER:  Well, he has not personally.

13      Brenda Ice contacted me and we had the same

14      conversation that we had before.

15                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well, if this call, the

16      chief authority, chain of command, I would hope

17      there's a follow-up, and be able to report back at the

18      next meeting in reference to this matter, because this

19      a serious issue, and we don't want to take it lightly.

20                 I apologize, not responding when you was up

21      at the mic.

22                 After I thought bit, we should respond as a

23      Board in terms of this issue, so I'm hoping that we

24      can really entertain this concern and report back to

25      the Chair, minutes at the next meeting.
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1                 ASSISTANT CHIEF HOUSER:  Through the Chair,

2      apparently, and we do have our Director of Homeland

3      Security, Gerald Simon, and he's prepared, apparently

4      last week, to present and provide some information to

5      the Board.

6                 I will get with him after the Board, and

7      sit with you, Mr. Carter, and we can figure out where

8      we here as it relates to the operational plans that

9      would be taken care of.

10                 MR. CARTER:  That's fine.

11                 Just a side note, after talking to Ms. Ice,

12      I went to the website, and again, we're talking about

13      a community living below the poverty level.  Everybody

14      doesn't have Internet, and then if you want it, you

15      have to print it out, it's a bunch of page and it's

16      generic, okay, and that's fine, but to say go to the

17      website, go to the website, go to the website is

18      insulting on a lot of fronts because if my mother was

19      alive and I live in the same neighborhood that grew up

20      in, that wouldn't be an issue because she wouldn't

21      have access, so we need start to giving the respect

22      due to community that's entitled to.

23                 ASSISTANT CHIEF HOUSER:  I'm totally with

24      you, Mr. Carter, and we'll work with Director Simon

25      and you to get some things moved.
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1                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you, Chief

2      Houser; thank you, Mr. Carter.

3                 MR. STIDHAM:  Good afternoon, Madam Chair,

4      Members of the Commission, Mr. Secretary.

5                 My name is Tom Stidham, I'm an attorney,

6      I'm just following up on what Mr. BaShay (phonetic)

7      brought to the Board's attention about Monday's

8      hearing related to towing, but I think it's

9      imperative, Madam Chair, and Commissioner White, that

10      one of you be there, if possible, because of the

11      institutional knowledge that you have and from the

12      discussion at the council, the last time at the table,

13      there definitely needs to be someone, unless you're

14      going to authorize George, but there definitely needs

15      to be someone with historical or institutional

16      knowledge about what's transpired, so I would

17      certainly encourage either one of you to personally

18      attend, if possible.

19                 Also, I'd reach out to the Chief's office

20      and also ask to ensure that someone from their office

21      is there, perhaps Ms. Washington.

22                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  We'll discuss that,

23      I'm sure someone will be there.

24                 MR. STIDHAM:  Thank you.

25                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Are there any other
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1      comments?

2                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madam Chair, just one

3      more small comment in reference to Lauren Williams,

4      track, and Bob, I had opportunity to coach the young

5      lady and see she had potential, she was at the

6      Dominican Academy School on the east side, and her

7      mother is a former schoolteacher in Detroit, and

8      father who is now deceased relocated her.  And I was

9      sad because I saw the potential, she also participated

10      in summer track program, track and field, and I'm

11      familiar with them because my daughter went through

12      track and field.  I coached Dominican.  We went to the

13      state but I didn't have the Lauren Williams' talent,

14      but we participated, but basically we didn't know, I

15      saw the article later on that evening in the paper.

16                 I know Dr. Jimmy Womack, he's a church

17      member, and hopefully something like that we can get

18      some high profile, because this young lady, even

19      though she grew up in Philadelphia, I don't think

20      she's coming back to Detroit, maybe she's coming back

21      to help us.

22                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAK:  She can come back.

23                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  We really need to

24      expose some people, I was playing at Cass Tech High

25      School team there in reference to interaction, but the
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1      PR was not there.

2                 Basically what happened is that, you know,

3      sometimes the media, we don't lobby hard enough to

4      promote the good things that happen with young people

5      and she's in that age group we really need to bring

6      back home that was possible.

7                 And one other note, in reference to the

8      Chief forum at Wayne State, that we was invited and

9      Commission Crawford attended, I think I'm going to,

10      there is no age limit for recruiting, I think I'm

11      going to apply, reapply, because I was impressed in

12      reference to the team, and I'm a sports man, I'm a

13      team player, DPD, I think the tone was established

14      there, and I'm happy this young lady was promoted to

15      first assistant chief.

16                 ASSISTANT CHIEF HOUSER:  Assistant Chief.

17                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Assistant Chief, but

18      the main thing is that, my 32 years that this chief

19      was rather unique because he brought in working police

20      officers to kick off the forum and they did not miss

21      no word, same dialogue you would hear in the locker

22      room, in the scout car, a concern, they were able to

23      focus in on that.

24                 And the other side of the coin, that the

25      management of deputy chief, assistant chief,
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1      lieutenant, they were receptive to that, they were

2      receptive, so that's how you build a team of the

3      spirit of Detroit in terms of reversing the attitude,

4      the morale is, the change is taking place, I just want

5      you to know that, the citizens, that we need your

6      input, we need your help to get people out to our

7      community forum.  We're going to go to them but we

8      need your help in terms of bridging that gap, because

9      I think this Board is great, I know it's great, but we

10      can only be so great in the minds of the people if we

11      are engaging Bob.

12                 So on that note, I just want to say the

13      spirit of Detroit is alive and well.  We need your

14      involvement, we need more attendance, especially when

15      we go out in the community, so take those initiatives

16      and help us develop that type of program.

17                 Thank you.

18                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you, sir.

19                 Are there any other comments?

20                 Are there any other comments?

21                 Any other comments?

22                 If not I'll entertain, a motion to adjourn.

23                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So moved.

24                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Support.

25                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  It's been moved and
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1      supported.

2                 All in favor?

3                 (Chorus of "aye")

4                 CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Meeting adjourned.

5                 (Meeting adjourned at 3:46 p.m.)
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