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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 Thursday, October 24, 2013

3 About 3:07 p.m.

4                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Let me say good 

5      afternoon to everyone and welcome you to the 

6      Board of Police Commissioners meeting dated for 

7      Thursday, October 24, 2013. 

8                My name is Commissioner Donnell White.  

9      I have the pleasure of serving as your 

10      Vice-Chair.  I'm joined today with the Chair to 

11      the Board of Police Commisioners Commissioner 

12      Jessica Taylor and representing our staff is 

13      Executive Secretary to the Board Mr. George 

14      Anthony. 

15                Mr. Anthony, can you please introduce 

16      our staff present?

17                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, 

18      Mr. Chair.  For the record, George Anthony, 

19      Secretary to the Board.  We have present 

20      Mr. Robert Brown who is our office manager and 

21      recorders for the day is Sgt. Alan Quinn, Officer 

22      Kent Cooper and Mr. Dale Rose from Hanson Court 

23      Reporting Service. 

24                That completes the introductions, sir.

25                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, 
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1      Mr. Secretary.  I would certainly like to note 

2      the presence of Commander Charles Wilson 

3      representing the Office of the Chief. 

4                Good to see you, sir.

5                COMMANDER WILSON:  Thank you, sir. 

6                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  At this time we 

7      would ask if Chaplain Penson will come forward 

8      for the purpose of invocation.  

9                (INVOCATION WAS GIVEN).

10                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, 

11      Chaplain Penson.  Just a word of appreciation.  

12      You come consistently to the meetings.  For those 

13      who are called to believe know that prayer 

14      changes things and I'm certain that the men and 

15      women of this department and certainly this body 

16      appreciate your words of encouragement and prayer 

17      over the proceedings of this meeting and over the 

18      safety of our men and women of this great 

19      department, so we appreciate you week in and week 

20      out for coming. 

21                I do believe Commissioner Warfield will 

22      be joining us, so we should have quorum to move a 

23      few of these motions that need to be moved, but 

24      until such time let the record reflect that there 

25      is not a quorum, so we will table the approval of 
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1      the agenda for Thursday, October 24. 

2                Also we'll table the approval of the 

3      minutes dated for September 26, October 3, 

4      October 10 and October 17. 

5                Madam Chair, is there an official 

6      Chairperson's report? 

7                COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  No. 

8                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you. 

9      Mr. Secretary? 

10                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, 

11      Mr. Chair.  There is a Secretary's report.  

12      Citizen complaints received September -- in the 

13      month of September, 2013. 

14                The monthly count of complaints for 

15      September were 121 when compared with 2012 it was 

16      103, so there is a 17 percent increase. 

17                Year-to-date figures for citizen 

18      complaints are 963 through the end of September  

19      compared to 985 last year for the same period 

20      which represents a 2 percent decrease. 

21                At the end of September, 2013 the 

22      Office of the Chief Investigator had open 

23      investigations 297, cases filed 963, cases closed 

24      881. 

25                Of the 121 cases filed, 31 percent 
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1      involved unknown officers.  The alleged known 

2      units involved leading in complaints filled in 

3      September, 2013, were the 8th Precinct at 10 

4      percent, the Eastern District at 9 percent and 

5      the Central District at 7 percent. 

6                The 121 cases filed in September, 2013 

7      involved 203 allegations where the leading areas 

8      of concern were demeanor at 28 percent, procedure 

9      at 26 percent, service at 17 percent and force at 

10      9 percent and as usual, Mr. Chair and 

11      Commissioner, we have the unknowns for your 

12      perusal. 

13                That completes my report.  

14                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, 

15      Mr. Secretary.  Any questions, Madam Chair?

16                COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:   No, I don't have 

17      any questions.  

18                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, 

19      Mr. Secretary. 

20                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you. 

21                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  At this time we'll 

22      have a report of presentation from the Office of 

23      the Chief.

24                COMMANDER WILSON:  Yes, sir.  Thank you 

25      for this opportunity.  At this time we're not 
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1      going to have an official presentation for any of 

2      our units, but keeping in mind with the Chief's 

3      mandate to be transparent to our citizens and our 

4      community I wanted to give out some stats, some 

5      criminal stats right now. 

6                Year to date our homicide total is 270 

7      which is a reduction of 13.7 percent compared to 

8      this time last year.  Looking at our carjacking 

9      numbers, we're finally starting to trend downward 

10      on our carjackings.  Year to date we're at 589 

11      for a slight reduction of less than a point, .8.  

12      This time last year we were at 594. 

13                If we look at our non-fatal shootings 

14      currently we're at 1,011 for a reduction of 2.6 

15      percent compared to last year we were at 1,038.  

16      I'm sorry, I should say that in reverse.  We're 

17      at 1,038, last year we were at 1,111. 

18                Total our violent crimes are down 5.6  

19      percent, so with the help of our community we're 

20      starting to see some steady declines in our 

21      violent crime and we hope to take those down even 

22      further. 

23                Also one of the things we looked at and 

24      we're continually looking at is our response 

25      time.  It's been reported in the media that our 
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1      response time has been upwards of 58 minutes.  

2      With some of the new things that we put in place 

3      we looked at our response time and overall it's 

4      12 minutes.  We're still trying to get that down 

5      to the national average of about seven to eight 

6      minutes, but we still have some work to do.  We 

7      think we'll be able to get that down.

8                And lastly I don't know if everyone is 

9      aware, but for those who are, our Officer Patrick 

10      Hill succumbed to his injuries.  We're asking 

11      that everyone keep him and his family in their 

12      thoughts and prayers. 

13                The funeral will be held this Monday at 

14      Greater Grace Church located at Seven Mile and 

15      Telegraph.  Funeral services will start at 10 AM, 

16      so again we ask for your prayers and your 

17      sympathy at this time; thank you. 

18                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, 

19      Commander Wilson.  Any questions, Madam 

20      Commissioner?

21                COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  I have none.  

22                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you for that 

23      report, sir.  At this time I would offer a moment 

24      of silence in recognition of the service of 

25      Officer Patrick Hill to this department and the 
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1      men and women of the city of Detroit.

2                (MOMENT OF SILENCE).

3                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you.  There 

4      are no standing committee reports under new 

5      business.  There is a resolution of PO Alfred 

6      Thomas.  Mr. Secretary, have we already read this 

7      into the record? 

8                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  No, we haven't  

9      read this one for Alfred Thomas into the record.  

10      Others we have read into the record, but this 

11      one, no.  

12                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Shall we read it 

13      into the record or should we wait until a quorum 

14      has been established? 

15                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  The Board 

16      generally, they may read the resolved clause and 

17      that can be read into the record and a motion can 

18      be cast later when the majority is present.

19                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Okay.  I will read 

20      the resolved clauses for Police Officer Alfred G. 

21      Thomas and actually I'll read the entire piece, 

22      it's not long and that way when we have quorum we 

23      can read the resolved clauses and move it 

24      forward. 

25                Resolution honoring Retired Police 
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1      Officer Alfred G. Thomas. 

2                WHEREAS, Alfred Thomas was appointed to 

3      the Detroit Police Department on January 20, 

4      1986.  Upon graduating from the Metropolitan 

5      Police Academy Officer Thomas began his career at 

6      the 7th Precinct and 

7                WHEREAS, Officer Thomas dutifully 

8      served in the Law Department, Protective Services 

9      Section, 10th Precinct, Western District and the 

10      12th Precinct until his retirement and 

11                WHEREAS, during his law enforcement 

12      career Officer Thomas was the deserving recipient 

13      of one Chief's Citation, a Major League Baseball 

14      All-Star Recognition Award, the Rosa Parks 

15      Funeral Recognition Award, the Super Bowl XL 

16      Recognition Award and numerous letters of 

17      commendation from citizens and superiors and

18                WHEREAS, Officer Thomas has tirelessly 

19      served the Detroit Police Department, the 

20      citizens of Detroit and its neighboring 

21      communities for 27 years.  His professionalism, 

22      commitment to public service, integrity and 

23      dedication has been a credit to the Detroit 

24      Police Department.  He is highly respected as a 

25      consummate professional throughout the law 
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1      enforcement community. 

2                NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the 

3      Detroit Board of Police Commissioners speaking on 

4      behalf of the citizens of the City of Detroit and 

5      the Detroit Police Department award this 

6      resolution in recognition of Police Officer 

7      Alfred Thomas for his 27 years of dedicated and 

8      diligent public service.  His professionalism, 

9      integrity and standard of commitment to the city 

10      of Detroit and its citizens merit our highest 

11      regards and best wishes for continued success. 

12                We salute and congratulate you, Police 

13      Officer Alfred G. Thomas. 

14                Signed the Detroit Board of Police 

15      Commissioners adopted this day October 24, 2013.

16                (APPLAUSE).

17                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Under old business 

18      I would ask that, again, we table the directives 

19      until we have a quorum to move those.  Our 

20      resolutions that need to be moved that have been 

21      read into the record currently are for Police 

22      Officer Rodney Jones posthumously, Retired DC 

23      Morris Wells, Retired Investigator Audrey Thomas, 

24      Retired DC James Tolbert and Mr. Jim Green. 

25                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Mr. Chair, if I 
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1      may, the resolutions for Officer Rodney Jones, 

2      Retired DC Morris Wells and Retired Investigator 

3      Audrey Thomas have not been read into the record. 

4                DC James Tolbert and Mr. Jim Green were 

5      read into the record at the community meeting, so 

6      the others will need to be read.  

7                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Okay, thank you 

8      for that, Mr. Secretary. 

9                Resolution honoring Police Officer 

10      Rodney W. Jones posthumously. 

11                WHEREAS, Rodney Jones was appointed to 

12      the Detroit Police Department on August 12, 1985.  

13      Upon graduating from the Metropolitan Police 

14      Academy, Officer Jones began his career at the 

15      8th Precinct and

16                WHEREAS, Officer Jones dutifully served 

17      in Gang Enforcement, the 2nd Precinct, Traffic 

18      Enforcement and a member of the Detroit Police 

19      Honor Guard.  He also served on the Executive 

20      Board of the Detroit Police Officers Association 

21      (DPOA) as a union steward. 

22                On Saturday, September 14, 2013 after 

23      28 years of service Police Officer Rodney Jones, 

24      Badge 5020 died while representing the Detroit 

25      Police Department in the annual Bikes on Bricks 
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1      Police Motorcycle Competition held in Flint, 

2      Michigan and

3                WHEREAS, during his law enforcement 

4      career Officer Jones was the deserving recipient 

5      of one Chief's Merit Award, one Chief's Unit 

6      Award, three Chief's Citations, the Major League 

7      Baseball All-Star Recognition Award, the Rosa 

8      Parks Funeral Recognition Award and the Super 

9      Bowl XL Recognition Award and numerous letters of 

10      commendation from citizens and superiors and

11                WHEREAS, Officer Jones tirelessly 

12      served the Detroit Police Department, the 

13      citizens of Detroit and its neighboring 

14      communities for 28 years.  His professionalism, 

15      commitment to public service, integrity and 

16      dedication were a credit to the Detroit Police 

17      Department.  He was highly respected as a 

18      consummate professional throughout the law 

19      enforcement community.  His life's combined 

20      philosophy was, "What's understood doesn't need 

21      to be said."  He loved, he lived, he served and 

22      savored all life's joys with fervor. 

23                NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 

24      Detroit Board of Police Commissioners speaking 

25      for the citizens of the city of Detroit and the 
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1      Detroit Police Department award this resolution 

2      posthumously in recognition for Police Officer 

3      Rodney Jones' 28 years of dedicated and diligent 

4      public service.  His professionalism, integrity 

5      and standard of commitment to the city of Detroit 

6      and its citizens merit our highest regards. 

7                We salute you, Officer Rodney W. Jones 

8      for a job well done. 

9                Signed Detroit Board of Police 

10      Commissioners, adopted October 15, 2013.

11                (APPLAUSE.)

12                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Madam 

13      Commissioner, were you going to say something 

14      there? 

15                COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: I guess I could 

16      read it.  

17                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, Madam.  

18      How about for retired DC Morris Wells.

19                COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: 

20                WHEREAS, Morris Wells, a life-long 

21      resident of the city of Detroit was appointed to 

22      the Detroit Police Department on June 30, 1975.  

23      Upon graduating from the Detroit Metropolitan 

24      Police Academy Officer Wells was assigned to the 

25      1st Precinct and
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1                WHEREAS, Officer Wells was also 

2      assigned as a police officer to the 13th, 14th 

3      and 16th Precincts, Special Events and Internal 

4      Affairs, and

5                WHEREAS, Officer Wells showed 

6      tremendous knowledge and dedication and was 

7      appointed to the rank of sergeant on September 

8      26, 1986.  In this role Sgt. Wells was assigned 

9      to the Internal Controls Bureau. 

10                On December 30, 1994 Sgt. Wells was 

11      promoted to the rank of lieutenant where his 

12      assignments included the Internal Controls 

13      Bureau, the Office of the Executive Chief of 

14      Staff and the Personnel Bureau and

15                WHEREAS, Lt. Wells continued to 

16      progress in his career and was promoted to the 

17      rank of inspector where his assignments included 

18      the Personnel Recruiting Section and later became 

19      the commanding officer of Internal Controls 

20      Division and 

21                WHEREAS, Insp. Wells was appointed to 

22      the rank of commander on March 17, 2005 where his 

23      assignments included Internal Controls, Force 

24      Investigation, Homeland Security, the Western 

25      District and the 10th Precinct and 
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1                WHEREAS, Comm. Wells was appointed to 

2      the rank of Deputy Chief on August 26, 2011 and 

3      was assigned to the Patrol Operations Bureau and 

4      the Criminal Investigations Bureau where he 

5      remained until his retirement on June 29, 2013  

6      and

7                WHEREAS, Deputy Chief Wells dutifully 

8      served the citizens of Detroit for more than 38 

9      years.  During this time he was the deserving 

10      recipient of one GOP Commemorative Award, three 

11      Chief's Unit Award, one Departmental Citation, 

12      two Breaking and Entering Awards, three Perfect 

13      Attendance Awards, one Chief's Merit Award and 

14      numerous letters of commendation from citizens 

15      and superiors and

16                WHEREAS, Deputy Chief Wells has made 

17      public service his life's mission and has 

18      devotedly served the citizens of Detroit with 

19      loyalty, professionalism and integrity.  He is 

20      highly respected throughout the law enforcement 

21      community, by numerous churches, businesses, 

22      schools and community organizations as the 

23      consummate professional.

24                NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 

25      Detroit Board of Police Commissioners speaking on 
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1      behalf of the citizens of the city of Detroit and 

2      the Detroit Police Department recognize the 

3      commitment and life's work of Deputy Chief Morris 

4      C. Wells. 

5                Your commitment to public service and 

6      improving the quality of life for the citizens of 

7      the city of Detroit merits our highest regards.  

8      We thank you for your leadership and congratulate 

9      you, Deputy Chief Morris C. Wells. 

10                (APPLAUSE.)

11                COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  Resolution 

12      honoring Investigator Audrey A. Thomas.

13                WHEREAS, Ms. Audrey A. Thomas was 

14      appointed to the Detroit Police Department on 

15      April 13, 1987.  Upon graduating from the Detroit 

16      Metropolitan Police Academy Officer Thomas was 

17      assigned to the 2nd Precinct and 

18                WHEREAS, Officer Thomas faithfully and 

19      dutifully worked in numerous areas of the 

20      department which included Domestic Violence and 

21                WHEREAS, Officer Thomas' love for the 

22      city and its citizens was reflected in her career 

23      advancement in law enforcement.  She was promoted 

24      to the rank of investigator on July 24, 1998 and 

25      assigned to the Armed Robbery/Home Invasion Unit, 
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1      the Sex Crimes Unit and later to Internal Affairs 

2      where she remained until retirement and 

3                WHEREAS, Inv. Thomas was the deserving 

4      recipient of one Chief's Merit Award, one Chief's 

5      Unit Award, four perfect attendance Awards and 

6      numerous letters of commendation from citizens 

7      and superiors. 

8                WHEREAS, Inv. Thomas has proven to be 

9      selfless and giving to the cause of public 

10      safety.  She retired from the department on April 

11      17, 2012 after 25 years of dedicated service to 

12      the citizens of Detroit. 

13                NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 

14      Detroit Board of Police Commissioners speaking on 

15      behalf of the citizens of the city of Detroit and 

16      the Detroit Police Department recognize and honor 

17      the life-long commitment of Inv. Audrey Thomas.  

18      She has devoted her life to public service and 

19      safety and has executed the duties of a 

20      remarkable police officer.  Your extraordinary 

21      efforts and selfless giving merits our highest 

22      regards. 

23                We thank and congratulate you, Inv. 

24      Audrey A. Thomas. 

25                (APPLAUSE.)  
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1                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, Madam 

2      Chair and we certainly again congratulate each 

3      and all of our retired officers, posthumously and 

4      those who have retired for their exemplary 

5      service to this department and we will officially 

6      move those resolutions at a later date. 

7                Let the record reflect that I did 

8      receive a message from Commissioner Warfield who 

9      sends his regrets that he cannot be here due to 

10      his pastoral duties.  He's with a member of his 

11      congregation who is going to make their 

12      transition, so he will not be with us today so we 

13      certainly send our prayers to Commissioner 

14      Warfield and his church family in his absence. 

15                Under announcements our next meeting 

16      will be held Thursday, October 31, 2013 at 3 PM 

17      here at Detroit Public Safety Headquarters, 1301 

18      Third Avenue here in the Michigan Room, Detroit, 

19      Michigan 48226. 

20                At this time we will have oral 

21      communications from the audience.  If you wish to 

22      address the Board of Police Commissioners we 

23      would ask that you come forward.  For the purpose 

24      of the record please state and spell your first 

25      and last name and also please be mindful of the 
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1      allotted two-minute time period that everyone may 

2      have an opportunity to address the Board today. 

3                Are there any communications?

4                MS. CRUMP-GIBSON:  Good afternoon.  My 

5      name is Jehan Crump-Gibson.  I came before you 

6      last week on behalf of one of my clients who is a 

7      Detroit police authorized tower and expressed 

8      some concerns relative to towing with abans and 

9      we were asked to reduce those concerns to writing 

10      which I have done this week and I'm going to 

11      submit them now. 

12                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you very 

13      much.  Ms. Crump-Gibson, just so you are aware, 

14      you are familiar with the conversation that we 

15      had last week and upon our next meeting when 

16      there is a quorum you can expect a few motions to 

17      be made and how we will proceed with that going 

18      forward so we certainly appreciate your 

19      communication to this body.

20                MS. CRUMP-GIBSON:  Thank you.  

21                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Good afternoon.  

22                MS. GARCIA:  Buenos tardes.  My name is 

23      Jane Garcia.  I'm the chair of the board of 

24      directors of LA SED which is the oldest Hispanic 

25      organization in Southwest Detroit and I've come 
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1      before you many times in the past and we've had 

2      representation on the Commission. 

3                I hope that you look forward to 

4      replacing Ms. Rivera because we've been waiting a 

5      while, we haven't seen that happen and I really 

6      do believe we need to have representation because 

7      diversity does arrive with everyone at the table. 

8                I come before you today because we're 

9      very concerned.  I sent you a letter, 

10      Mr. Vice-Chairman.  I wasn't sure if you got it, 

11      but I did send you a letter through the e-mail.  

12      My concern was with Comm. Serda who was able to 

13      be set in Southwest Detroit and he had been there 

14      several months, did a lot of work for us.  Then 

15      they moved him. 

16                Stability is something that we're 

17      looking forward to.  He was able to come forward 

18      and do a lot of the things that we needed to be 

19      done including we've been under siege the last 

20      several -- during the summer where the vandalism 

21      that happened in our community, the attacks that 

22      happen on the seniors, but he was able to come in 

23      and really wrap his arms around -- because he is 

24      from -- he is from that area, he knew it well.

25                And I'm just real concerned that they 
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1      moved him and he had only been there a couple of 

2      months and this is the second time he's been 

3      moved from there, and I just want you to please 

4      look at it. 

5                We really would like to appeal to you 

6      to please bring back Serda because he does 

7      understand the community very well.  He speaks 

8      the language, he is from there and he knows and 

9      basically has a lot of respect. 

10                I don't know what was in the process, 

11      but I come before you as someone who volunteers 

12      and wants to make sure that you know how we feel; 

13      gracias.  

14                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Ms. Garcia, I 

15      think we might have a few questions.

16                MS. GARCIA:  And I do have the letter 

17      that I did send to you, a copy of the letter that 

18      I sent to the emergency manager. 

19                COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  Just one 

20      question.  And I think that --

21                COMMANDER WILSON:  I certainly don't 

22      want to speak for Chief Craig, but I will say 

23      this.  Most of the movements for our new captains 

24      were based on -- I'll speak with Serda -- very 

25      experienced, very long serving captain.  We 
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1      thought that he was more beneficial in the area 

2      that we moved him to because it's going to be a 

3      more crime-ridden area. 

4                You have a new captain by the name of 

5      Steve Waldon who actually used to be at Homicide, 

6      very strong investigative background and I'm 

7      pretty sure he's going to be --

8                MS. GARCIA:  He doesn't speak the 

9      language though.

10                COMMANDER WILSON:  He does not, but I'm 

11      pretty sure you will help him learn some of it, 

12      but I'm going to make sure that I have --

13                MS. GARCIA:  I think that's why I came 

14      before you and I think in fact the minute we had 

15      those meetings I sent the letter right away to 

16      the emergency manager because we knew that 

17      changes were coming and we just weren't ready to 

18      be prepared. 

19                I mean, we've been under a lot of siege 

20      lately.  I mean, you have no idea what we -- 

21      personally LA SED suffered over $300,000 worth of 

22      damages, so we really are under the lot of siege 

23      in our community.  So to have someone there 

24      representing us because he knew it best, it's 

25      just a little bit of a change and the new Chief, 
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1      I don't know him, but I do know Serda, so that's 

2      why I wanted to make sure that I came before you 

3      all and you're the commissioners.

4                COMMANDER WILSON:  I'll make sure that 

5      Capt. Waldon partners with Capt. Serda and gets a 

6      background on all the issues that's going on in 

7      that area and, like the Chief said, we're all a 

8      team, so they're just a phone call away.

9                MS. GARCIA:  I'll give you an example.  

10      Our senior citizens walk around Patton Park.  He 

11      made sure that officers walked with them because 

12      they thought they were at risk.  That says that 

13      he understood what was going on, so that's why we 

14      come before you today; gracias.

15                MS. KOPACK:  My name is Laura Kopack  

16      and I serve also as the president and legal 

17      counsel of LA SED and throughout the summer as 

18      Ms. Garcia indicated not only was LA SED under 

19      siege, but various other constituencies from our 

20      Senior center, from our Youth Center, personal 

21      property being vandalized and also people being 

22      attacked, and they were not just normal attacks, 

23      they were vicious attacks. 

24                We've had relationships with the police 

25      department before, but prior to that it was a 
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1      distant relationship.  There weren't boots on the 

2      ground and there was not a continuing 

3      relationship and that's one thing we valued.

4                And as I explained to our Commissioner 

5      Taylor it was -- recently it's more been like 

6      speed dating and you don't really form a 

7      relationship if people come in and out of your 

8      community. 

9                And the special issues that surround 

10      Southwest Detroit with respect to language, with 

11      respect to immigration issues, with respect to 

12      the ordinance and the Border Patrol and ICE, and 

13      quite frankly, our commander that had left the 

14      post did have that -- those issues under control.  

15      He was boots on the ground. 

16                He did have one-on-one relationships 

17      with the community.  When we called on him, he 

18      had special meetings not only with the business 

19      associations, but with the community 

20      organizations and with the citizens, and while it 

21      may not be possible to have him return, however 

22      we do expect that whoever is assigned to that 

23      post have the same type of relationship and 

24      cultural understanding and language understanding 

25      and be a boots-on-the-ground police officer.
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1                And today we saw one of the Ford cars 

2      pass by LA SED that was given by Ford Motor 

3      Company and we're very pleased to see that 

4      they're back on the street and the police 

5      officers were very friendly and we need presence 

6      in Southwest Detroit because if you don't work 

7      there and if you don't live there you have no 

8      idea what the citizens are undergoing right now.

9                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you.  

10      Commissioner Taylor?

11                COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  Yes.  I'm hearing 

12      a lot about the culture.  Are you saying that you 

13      would refer to have a Latino in that -- there?

14                MS. KOPACK:   Our preference would be 

15      because a lot of people do not speak English and 

16      some of them that do speak English, it's not very 

17      fluent and a lot of times issues with respect to 

18      communications arise and rather than have a 

19      translator it would be beneficial for an 

20      individual to have that type of background and 

21      certainly the cultural issue is one that as in 

22      all societies there's nuances in everyone's 

23      individual cultural group.

24                And if a person is familiar with it 

25      sometimes that cements the relationship much 
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1      better than somebody that does not have that 

2      understanding. 

3                COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  Thank you.

4                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Again, Ms. Kopack 

5      and certainly, Ms. Garcia, thank you both for 

6      coming and certainly LA SED as an anchor 

7      institution for this city has served Southwest 

8      Detroit and Detroit for that matter extremely 

9      well, and I say it is the Chief's prerogative to 

10      move members at his pleasure and certainly Comm. 

11      Serda is one of the shining stars of this 

12      department, and I'm certain individuals will be 

13      excited to have him to say the least wherever he 

14      lands, but I think this particular moment is in 

15      essence what this board has pushed for.

16                For those of you who come weekly know 

17      that this is the important part of civilian 

18      oversight for law enforcement agencies, not that 

19      the board has the ability to weigh in or say who 

20      goes where, but the community has a voice through 

21      this process.

22                And so we really appreciate you coming 

23      to share that sentiment.  I'm certain that Comm. 

24      Wilson will take that sentiment back to the Chief 

25      and we as well will formalize your concerns 
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1      through our concern to the Chief as well in 

2      writing, that if there's anything that can be 

3      done we'll ask that it will be done so that there 

4      can, at minimum, be a smooth transition between 

5      Comm. Serda and -- is it still Comm. Serda?

6                COMMANDER WILSON:  Captain.

7                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Capt. Serda and 

8      Capt. Steve Waldon.  We'll make sure that at 

9      minimum there is a smooth transition and that he 

10      understands your concerns in your community.

11                MS. KOPACK:  Thank you.

12                MS. PANNELL:  Good afternoon, Sharon 

13      Pannell.  I just want to tell the ladies about 

14      the captains meet and greet Friday over at 

15      Triumph Church.  You know about it? 

16                It's at Triumph Church on the Boulevard 

17      and 75.  I don't know the address, but you can go 

18      over there and you can meet your captain and the 

19      Chief is going to be there. 

20                COMMANDER WILSON:  It's at 5 PM.  Let 

21      me see if I can find that address for you.

22                MS. PANNELL:  It's 5 to 6, only an 

23      hour.  

24                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  While Comm. Wilson 

25      looks for that address, are there others that 
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1      wish to address the Board of Police 

2      Commissioners?  Good afternoon, sir.

3                MR. PERELLI:  Good afternoon.  I am 

4      Perelli.  I am basically a gentleman who guys -- 

5      I say in my own opinion as well as the streets 

6      need to know.  I have a show, a hip-hop show, 

7      that's been on the last 13 years in our community 

8      and everybody -- as you know, the problem we're 

9      having now is the hood is going crazy.

10                And no offense, I love -- I go to 

11      church every Sunday, but the church is not going 

12      to help, 2-4-7 is not going to help.  Shows like 

13      myself which is MTV based and hip-hop based.  

14      I've been -- I had initiative three years ago 

15      that I unfortunately told Channel 2 so when that 

16      young man got shot on Warren and Southfield they 

17      stole my idea and you guys used Reggie Reg to do 

18      the old buy the guns back program and all that, 

19      which I initiated should be on my program. 

20                Next time we get funding for this grant 

21      for buy the guns back program it needs to be 

22      publicized on television programs like myself, 

23      not -- again, thugs don't watch 2, 4 and 7. 

24                But today I came because -- I'm out of 

25      breath because I ran because I thought I was 
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1      late, sorry guys.  It's to initiate me and you 

2      guys working together. 

3                Unfortunately my past brother-in-law 

4      was Rodney, Hot Rod, and I ran into Chief Craig 

5      at the wake and he asked me one thing.  He said, 

6      "Do you think you could put together a meeting 

7      together with the hood basically and us", the 

8      first ever, and I told him yes, because my name 

9      is Perelli, I've been on TV and these guys look 

10      up to me.  I started a lot of people's careers 

11      off, so as far as my show is to get the guys who 

12      think they're all this on the streets or 

13      whatever, whatever God put into them so far as a 

14      business, get that out of them so some of them 

15      rap some of those things, etc.

16                That's what my show does.  Well, today 

17      I just came just to introduce myself, let you 

18      guys know I'd be willing to work with you so we 

19      can set up a program, one short one is just like 

20      we do the prostitute and john sting.  It needs to 

21      be Gang Squad going to one of those cars you all 

22      confiscated, ride to all these hot gas stations 

23      between 1 AM and 5 AM and you guys will catch a 

24      real carjacker.  Same way y'all jump out of these 

25      dudes paying for these young ladies is y'all 
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1      could jump out for real killers. 

2                So I haven't seen that.  I've offered 

3      this many times and me and Capt. Roche I believe 

4      it is, we started to do more talking so I know I 

5      have a short time, so hopefully I would like to 

6      talk to you guys again and get this going because 

7      without us -- between us two, the city is not 

8      going to be cleaned up. 

9                My name is Perelli Baker and if you 

10      guys have any questions, I am going to be here.  

11      I know I have just so much time at the mic.

12                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  We appreciate your 

13      passion, we look forward to working with you.  

14      There's possibly something we can do in one of 

15      our community meetings where we can maybe share 

16      your ideas with a larger format, so certainly we 

17      can talk offline how we can be more strategic in 

18      a holistic partnership and I'm sure both from the 

19      department's side and the Board's side we've 

20      always had an open door to new innovative ideas, 

21      particularly coming from the community.

22                MS. PERELLI:  I heard there's a Cease 

23      Fire program going on or something like right 

24      right now?

25                COMMANDER WILSON:  There's a Cease Fire 
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1      program going in the Eastern District right now. 

2      I don't know if you're familiar with the premise, 

3      but basically it's kind of what you're saying.  

4      You take somebody -- the worst of the worst, your 

5      trigger pullers, bring them in the room, you sit 

6      them down, tell them this is no longer tolerated.  

7      We need to have them stop.  Then we offer them 

8      help to move, trade, help, that so we're in the 

9      same -- we're on the same page. 

10                Capt. Roche, he's the community 

11      liaison, so he's definitely the right person for 

12      you to be talking with and I'll make sure that 

13      I'm there too.

14                MR. PERELLI:  I really appreciate it.   

15      Thank you.  

16                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  What channel is 

17      your show on?

18                MR. PERELLI:  Right now I'm not trying 

19      to promote anything that they're doing right now, 

20      so I'm trying to bring it back on with the help 

21      of you guys, bringing on positive TV.  

22                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Good luck with 

23      that.  Are there others?  Are there others?  We 

24      can only give you three times.

25                MS. SMITH:  Good afternoon.  Bernice 
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1      Smith, political activist.  Ladies from LA SED, I 

2      will tell you one thing about LA SED.  My 

3      children went to Western High School --

4                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Direct your 

5      comments to the Board.

6                MS. SMITH:  I'm letting the Board know. 

7      My children attended Western High School before 

8      it was international, so that was in the '80s, 

9      all right, and the '70s, so I know of LA SED.  It 

10      is a very prominent active organization there on 

11      Scotten and Vernor, so I do praise you in what 

12      you do in regards to the area because they went 

13      from Earhart Mayberry so I'm familiar with that 

14      area. 

15                Now, for more serious announcement, 

16      most of you know that I do radio commentary on 

17      1200.  This morning I'm not going to go into all 

18      the details and everything, but most of you -- I 

19      don't know whether you read the paper today or 

20      not. 

21                The Chief was a guest -- well, no, he 

22      wasn't a guest, he was supposed to be a guest on 

23      our show at 10 o'clock, but something developed 

24      earlier in the other station, same station, but 

25      the other host.  It was something that was not 
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1      nice that was in the paper and spoke about the 

2      Chief.

3                But my thing is, being a commentary and 

4      knowing what's going on out here in the street 

5      and how people will talk, they did say some 

6      things that was not pleasant about the Chief and 

7      the Chief was quite upset about it. 

8                Matter of fact, he was in his car when 

9      he called in and I feel as though that he 

10      shouldn't have never called into that radio 

11      station because it was a trap for him. 

12                And I want you, Chief Wilson, when you 

13      speak to him when you leave here tell him I said 

14      -- Mother Bernice said do not -- whatever they 

15      say on the radio or in the paper about him, do 

16      not make a scene the way he did and embarrass 

17      hisself because I was most embarrassed for him 

18      because he was angry and he showed it and that 

19      was just what the host wanted. 

20                It was so bad that he didn't show up on 

21      our program and I was quite upset about that, but 

22      anyway I just want you to let him know this is a 

23      tough world out here.  People will talk about 

24      you.  They did the same to me, but I let it go 

25      off my shoulder because the fact I'm too old to 
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1      be arguing and going on out here. 

2                But in the meantime I want him to hold 

3      his head up because it's all over the city and I 

4      don't want his character to be brought down as 

5      far as the police department is concerned because 

6      we don't want the morale to drop, we want it to 

7      continue to rise, all right. 

8                So therefore I just want him to be 

9      strong and do not display that character any 

10      more.  Now they're going to be after him because 

11      they found out that he don't carry a gun.  I 

12      thought that was the worst thing that could have 

13      came out of it, but anyway regardless I just want 

14      him to be the Chief that he has intended to be 

15      and not let people on the air bring him down.

16                Because that's what happened this 

17      morning and I was very upset about it and I was 

18      going to get him today and jack him up in the 

19      corner, but in the meantime you deliver to him my 

20      message, don't let it happen again, he's too 

21      smart for that. 

22                I thank you for your time. 

23                COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  Thank you. 

24                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Good afternoon.

25                MR. SCOTT:  Good afternoon, Ron Scott, 
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1      Detroit Coalition Against Police Brutality.

2                I wanted to say to Jane Garcia, I agree 

3      with you.  I think -- I'm glad that you took the 

4      initiative to send to the emergency manager that 

5      issue because I've been raising the issues about 

6      the executive orders which have stifled 

7      essentially the functioning of this body and I 

8      think post haste.  It's long overdue that that 

9      situation be addressed. 

10                There may be some reason to address it 

11      from a legal definition or clarification, but I 

12      hope that this will once again push us to that 

13      point where that happens. 

14                I would like to say I feel strongly 

15      like my brother Perelli.  I've worked with a 

16      friend of mine who's been publishing a hip-hop 

17      magazine for a long time called The Promoter, 

18      promoter.com and many of the people who come 

19      through our doors are involved. 

20                We have a focus program called Peace 

21      Zones for Life, much of which is focusing on 

22      changing the flow of music and others. 

23                As strongly as we push things out, what 

24      I'm encouraging us not to do is to set up a 

25      scenario and a strategy that makes it a 
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1      them-against-us scenario. 

2                Everybody in the gas station between 1 

3      and 5 is not a criminal and everybody that's 

4      there between 5 and 7 is not a good guy, so 

5      essentially I think what we have to do is talk 

6      about community building as opposed to 

7      identifying people because of their association. 

8                You know, there was an issue here with 

9      the whole stop and frisk issue and I want to make 

10      sure that that does not occur because when you 

11      put certain strategies out, culture develops on 

12      both sides of the issue and I think we need to 

13      have resolution and mediation as opposed to 

14      confrontation and consternation. 

15                That is the best way to resolve this.  

16      Young people in this city, especially young 

17      males, African-Americans, Latinos and so forth, 

18      do not need to become the pariah that we build 

19      something on.  They need to become the anchor for 

20      the rebuilding of the city. 

21                And so I urge you in the desire to move 

22      forward that we not isolate, that we communicate 

23      the process and there are many many people who  

24      work here.  I note that Operation Second Chance 

25      and many others that the meetings and the 
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1      discussions need to be comprehensive, not 

2      selective.  

3                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Are there others 

4      that wish to address the Board of Police 

5      Commissioners?  Are there others that wish to 

6      address the Board of Police Commissioners.  Are 

7      there others that wish to address the Board of 

8      Police Commissioners?  

9                Seeing none, we will close that portion 

10      of our meeting.  Comm. Wilson has that address 

11      for those that were wishing to have the date for 

12      the captains meet and greet at Triumph Church.

13                COMMANDER WILSON:  Again, that's this 

14      Friday from 5 to 6 PM, Triumph Church address is 

15      2760 East Grand Boulevard, that's Detroit, 

16      Michigan 48211.  2760 East Grand Boulevard.

17                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you.  Seeing 

18      no other announcements and no other business 

19      before this body at the time this body will stand 

20      adjourned.  Thank you.

21                          (Proceedings concluded at 

22      3:50 p.m.)

23

24

25
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