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Detroit, Michigan
October 17, 2013
About 3:07 p.m.

CHAIRMAN WARFIELD: Good afternoon, ladies
and gentlemen.

AUDIENCE: Good afternoon.

CHAIRMAN WARFIELD: Welcome to the Board of
Police Commissioners meeting. My name is Jerome
Warfield, Member of the Board of Detroit Police
Commissioners. It's so good to have you all here.
Serving on behalf of the Chief of Police with us today
is Assistant Chief James White. 1It's been so long.

A.C. WHITE: It's been so long.

CHAIRMAN WARFIELD: Also from our office at
the table before you is our Executive Secretary,
Mr. George Anthony. I'm going to ask Mr. Anthony to
introduce the rest of our staff that's here today.

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
For the record, George Anthony, Secretary to the Board.
We have present Ms. Pamela Davis Drake, our Chief
Investigator seated in the front, Mr. Robert Brown who
is our Officer Manager, Sergeant Alan Quinn in the back
who's recording our proceedings, and Ms. Beth Koller
from Hanson Court Reporting Service.

That completes the introductions, sir.
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CHATRMAN WARFIELD: For the record, Vice
Chairperson to the Board, Commissioner Donnell White
has just arrived. Sir, good afternoon.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Good afternoon.

CHATRMAN WARFIELD: I'll turn the meeting
over. We Jjust made the introductions.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you, sir. For
the record, at this time we do not have a gquorum
present, so we will table approval for the agenda dated
for Thursday, October 17th. Approval of minutes.

Okay. I apologize. Good to see you Chaplain Penson.
If you could come forward and bless us with the
invocation.

CHAPLAIN PENSON: Can we all bow our heads in
a word of prayer. Oh, Gracious God and Wonderful
Heavenly Father, we come before you first and foremost
to say thank you. And now, God, we ask your blessings
upon this agenda, your blessings upon this Board, and
blessings upon this Department, that it may continue to
serve as the safe haven of our community. We bless
your Holy name. In Jesus' name, amen.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you, Chaplain.
Again, for the record, let it be noted that a quorum is
not established and we will table the approval of the

minutes dated for Thursday, October 17th, table the
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approval of the minutes dated for Thursday,
September 26th, October 3rd, and October 10th.

At this time there is no report from our
Chairperson as she is absent today, so we will turn it
over for a presentation from the Chief. Assistant
Chief White.

A.C. WHITE: Good afternoon, everybody.

AUDIENCE: Good afternoon.

A.C. WHITE: I will be hopefully providing
you with crime stats at the end of the presentation.
At this time, however, I'd like to turn it over to
Brigid O'Droski from Finance for a presentation.

MS. O'DROSKI: Good afternoon. Today I'm
presenting Grants and Contracts, the unit and the
purpose of the unit. The team members right now are
myself, Brigid O'Droski, as well as for the team
members two of today which are present in the audience,
we have Officer Doeh, and Officer Milhouse. We also
have Officer Brownlee and Office McGhee who were not
able to attend today.

The department is primarily responsible for
three items, contracts, donations, and grants. Within
the grant process we write contracts for building
leases, mini stations, personal and professional

services as well as intergovernmental agreements.
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We also with the acceptance of the Board of
the Police Commissioners, City Council, and the Mayor's
Office, we accept donations that include cash,
equipment and services. With our grant process we
accept funds from government, private foundations, and
corporations. We use various funding for technology,
vehicles and equipment, contractual services, salaries,
overtime, and fringe benefits.

There i1is a process in order to accept grant
funding, and in the preapproval process we identify the
opportunity, apply for a grant, prepare a letter to
apply and submit documentation via the grant website.

Once the grant is awarded we accept the
grant, develop a planning strategy, verify spending
compliance and update our cost trackers. In doing so,
we also send modifications to the grant if needed if
spending it not available, and then finally we do
prepare reporting packages to the various entities.

Currently to date we have several grants that
are there. The pool of money that was awarded to us
was $32 million. Today's availability is $17 million
of which we just received approval for the 2013 COPS
grant. The initial award was for 2.5 million, and we
were award 1.8.

We also have to date accepted two donations
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both from -- one from Marathon and one MDOC, MDOT. To
date we've received $15,000 of $660,000. And that is
it. If you guys have any questions?

VICE CHATRPERSON WHITE: Thank you.
Commissioner Warfield?

CHAIRMAN WARFIELD: Thank you, Mr. Vice
Chair. Good afternoon.

MS. O'DROSKI: Good afternoon.

CHATRMAN WARFIELD: Is there a matrix as
relates to charting how we're doing with maintaining
the requirements of the grants?

MS. O'DROSKI: Sure. We are still in the
process of doing the reconciliation. We have gone
through all of the grants that have expired as of 9-30.
We are now focusing on future grants starting with one
that expires in October and one that expires in
December.

Our future needs absolutely are being looked
at as well, and we're doing any amendments that we can
possibly do to reallocate those funds.

CHATIRMAN WARFIELD: Certainly this predates
you, but one of the things we have requested is just a
progress report, if you will.

MS. O'DROSKI: Absolutely.

CHAIRMAN WARFIELD: As to some of the grants
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that we have approved for the Department to seek
approval from City Council to receive. And
unfortunately to this day we have not received that.
Certainly we know that you're getting up to speed and
we understand that. But when you can --

MS. O'DROSKI: Absolutely.

CHATIRMAN WARFIELD: -- if you can provide us
with just how we are doing as far as living out the
requirements because one of the things we do know was
that unfortunately some of our money goes back —--

MS. O'DROSKI: Correct.

CHAIRMAN WARFIELD: -- to some of the
agencies that issue that money, and we want to as best
as possible make sure we have policies and procedures
in place to avoid that from happening in the future.

MS. O'DROSKI: Yep, absolutely, I will get
that to you as soon as I can. Like I said, we're in
the process of doing that and hopefully in the next two
weeks we can commit to giving you that.

CHAIRMAN WARFIELD: And give me your title
again, I'm sorry?

MS. O'DROSKI: Director, Budget Operations.

CHAIRMAN WARFIELD: Can I -- this is a little
bit off your presentation.

MS. O'DROSKI: Yes.
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CHAIRMAN WARFIELD: We also are members of
the MACO which is a national oversight organization
which basically we go to to learn about standards of
civilian oversights that pretty much govern the nation.
We have a very significant role to play with that
organization. Yearly we go to their conventions for
teaching and training opportunities, as well.

Are you the entity that approves training
trips like this for the Board as far as from the budget
although that money has already been budgeted for this
quarter?

MS. O'DROSKI: Yes, all travel requests do
come through my office.

CHAIRMAN WARFIELD: Okay. Great. Thank you,
sir.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you,
Commissioner Warfield. Madam Director, I see a number
of grants that are listed here. Are all grants that
are awarded to the Department is it safe to say they're
coming through your office?

MS. O'DROSKI: No. There are additional
grants that are not coming through my office which are
Homeland Security. There are four grants that are
awarded through that and we're working on those as

well. There's an emergency operation center that's in
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process. There are some additional cameras for
security purposes at K-MAC, and there are other two
grants, one of which is funding for homeland security
team, a contract written by Strategic Staffing. And
I'm not up to speed on the fourth one, so I apologize
on that.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: To the best of your
ability if you could articulate why those grants would
vary from these other grants and not come through your
office?

MS. O'DROSKI: Sure. The best that I have
been told and I'm participating in those meetings as
well that they are special requirements meaning that
Homeland Security can only participate in that. They
went out, they sought the grant, they're responsible
for maintaining the paperwork. But I am involved in
those as well even though it doesn't run through my
shop, so to say, I'm aware of them.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Okay. And the new
vehicles that were donated to the Department, is that
through your office?

MS. O'DROSKI: Yes, primarily managed through
Fleet Management which is now a part of Facilities
Resources, I think the new title is. The communication

side is run through Communications, but the funding and
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the donation I was -- kind of came in right before I
came on board, so I'm in the loop on it but I can't
specifically speak of it.

With the grants that we do have in place
there will be additional cars that we can take on
through leases. With the ACPA grant right now there's
26 vehicles that we can lease up to $152,000 for a
one-year funding. There's a 47 percent match that the
City also has to do in order to seek out those cars.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Okay. So for the
original fleet, if you will, that came on board --

MS. O'DROSKI: Yes. Are you referring to the
hundred cars?

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Yes. We have to
provide 47 percent match?

MS. O'DROSKI: No, no, that's separate,
that's completely separate. I'm not sure if A.C. White
can help with that conversation, but I know that we
took on a hundred cars. It was prior to me that they
were here. Communication is taking care of the radios.
Fleet Management is taking care of the deployment of
the cars. But as far as --

A.C. WHITE: I don't have the information on
the funding, so I'd like to get that for you at the

next meeting, if that's okay?
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VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Okay.

A.C. WHITE: I think I know, but I would hate
to just provide information unless I can confirm it
first.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Sure, I appreciate
that. So, Mr. Secretary, if we could just table that
as a discussion for our next week's meeting?

MS. O'DROSKI: Absolutely.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Anything further,
Commissioner Warfield?

CHATIRMAN WARFIELD: Just a couple things, and
maybe A.C. White might know the answer to this, going
back to Homeland Security.

MS. O'DROSKI: Sure.

CHAIRMAN WARFIELD: Are they a department
under DPD now or are they separate or how does that
work?

A.C. WHITE: Right now we're working with the
previous Homeland Security entity which now reports to
the Police, but we still have a police component.

Going forward it almost appears to be the most logical
thing to do would be to merge the two because they're
doing the same work, you know, so just maybe add to its
staff.

CHAIRMAN WARFIELD: And going back for a
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second to the hundred cars, as far as maintenance on
those cars is that through the grant that the persons
who donate those cars are taking care of those or is
that DPD's responsibility to take care of those?

MS. O'DROSKI: I believe it's DPD's.

A.C. WHITE: That's correct. I can answer
that. TIt's DPD's responsibility to take care of those
vehicles.

CHATIRMAN WARFIELD: Are they repainting them
if they get into a crash and it messes up the pretty
logos?

A.C. WHITE: That's a very good question and
I will have an answer for you next week on that.

CHAIRMAN WARFIELD: Thank vyou.

MS. O'DROSKI: There is a process in place
right now where we are doing inspections daily where
they are actually at a change of shift they will be
doing inspections. So I'm guessing that during that
process those types of instances will be noted.

CHAIRMAN WARFIELD: Okay.

MS. O'DROSKI: Thank you.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you, Madam
Director. Anything further, Assistant Chief?

A.C. WHITE: 1If I could just have one second,

please.
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VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: No problem.

A.C. WHITE: Nothing further.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you, sir.
Mr. Secretary, I do apologize, I neglected to ask if
there was a Secretary's Report today?

SECRETARY ANTHONY: No.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Anything from our
Office of the Chief Investigator?

INVESTIGATOR DAVIS DRAKE: No, sir.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: At this time, our
New Business, there was a Resolution, we will take up
next week for Police Officer Rodney Jones,
(Posthumously), Retired D.C. Morris Wells, and Retired
Investigator Audry Thomas.

Under Old Business, Directives 203.4-Missing
Or Lost Persons and Directive 204.1-Crash
Investigations, is there anything on that today,
Mr. Secretary?

SECRETARY ANTHONY: No, there isn't, sir.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Under Announcements,
our next meeting will be held Thursday, October 24th at
3:00 p.m., Detroit Public Safety Headquarters, 1301
Third Avenue here in the Media Room, Detroit, Michigan
48226.

At this time the Chair will entertain oral
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communications from the audience. If you wish to
address the Board of Police Commissioners we would ask
that you come forward and for the record please state
and spell your first and last name for the record.
Please be mindful of the allotted two-minute time
period provided so that we can provide an opportunity
for anyone to speak today. Any communications?

MS. CRUMP-GIBSON: Good afternoon.

Good afternoon. My name is Jehan, J-E-H-A-N,
last name, Crump-Gibson, C-R-U-M-P-G-I-B-S-0O-N. It's
long. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to
speak. I'm here today on behalf of a client of mine
who is a Detroit Authorized Police Tower, and I'll
leave them nameless today.

But they were told toward the end of last
year when they got a letter about towing of abans to
not sign a contract because it was against the City
Charter. And in following the recommendation from this
Board my client along with about nine others did not
sign the contract. And there were about eight
companies that did. Those companies now have contracts
with Municipal Parking Department, and my client does
not.

So we're at the stage now where we're kind of

asking if this Board has any recommendations for next
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steps because my clients have been closed out of the
process?

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you,

Ms. Crump-Gibson. Commissioner Warfield, do you want
to —-

CHAIRMAN WARFIELD: Sure. There's a lot I
want to say about this.

MS. GRUMP-GIBSON: I know you do. Hello.
Wonderful. How are you?

CHAIRMAN WARFIELD: Just to go real briefly
backtrack in history there was a process that went
against the Charter to try to redo aban tows without
going through the Board of Police Commissioners, and we
do understand there's some emphasis still out there.
From what I understand it's coming from and this is
just what I'm hearing is coming from Mr. Gary Brown's
office and what they are trying to do or they have
effectively done somehow been able to move aban towing
away from the Detroit Police Department and placed
under Municipal Towing.

I still say that the Charter has not changed.
Neither has the responsibility or the role of the Board
of Police Commissioners been changed. And so obviously
I think there are some significant legal concerns with

those contracts that were issued under the parking for
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aban tows. It's very clear unless the Charter was
changed, and I know we heard some -- an attorney come

months ago and said that the City Charter passed a
resolution to change that ordinance. We have not seen
it —-

MS. CRUMP-GIBSON: It doesn't exist.

CHATRMAN WARFIELD: -- able to track it down.
Amen. Thank you. And it does not exist. So,
therefore, I believe that they are still in violation
of the Detroit City Charter. And, you know, I can't
speak on behalf of the Chair, but I know that I will be
willing to sign on as any type of validation that those
contracts still have to come through the Board, that we
still to this day determine the procedures for aban
tows.

And then something else I've heard is that
they're now towers who are doing business with the
Detroit Police Department who have not gone through the
authorization process and they're towers now that are
signed up doing towing that's not our towers. And I
think, sir, that has to be looked into, as well.

So I will just hope that, you know, if you
are going to look into this and certainly I believe we
will that we work together on this. Because, again,

according to the City Charter which is the only thing
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we have to go by it's still against the Charter and
it's not legal.

MS. CRUMP-GIBSON: Okay.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Ms. Crump-Gibson, to
Commissioner Warfield's point, if you could submit your
concern in writing to us that would certainly be
beneficial as we unravel this as we move forward.

MS. CRUMP-GIBSON: Sure. Thank you.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Mr. Secretary, also
for discussion for next week, certainly I think I hear
you clearly, Commissioner Warfield, there's probably a
few items that need a motion behind it in terms of how
we proceed on this. There's been a number of concerns
from the community centered around this issue of aban
towing.

So I think we should be prepared for our
meeting next week to discuss options as we move forward
whether that's with the Office of the Inspector
General, whether that's communications to the Mayor's
and/or Emergency Manager's office and/or City Council
to affirm some of these resolutions that could
potentially move by this body.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Sir, put also on that
list some things to discuss the potential move of

Office of Chief Investigation, that has not come before
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this Board and we have not put a resolution on it or
discussed it as a Board and if we can bring that up, as
well.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Certainly. Thank
you. Any other communications? Good afternoon.

MR. WELBOURNE: My name is Bill Welborne,
W-E-L-B-O-R-N-E. I'm president of City Wide Police --
Ms. O'Droski, is that it?

MS. O'DROSKI: Yes.

MR. WELBOURNE: She was talking about the
grants that the city has. I was just wondering if the
grants that a couple years ago that Chief Barron was
Chief he instituted a couple grants, so grants that T
know about, are those part of the grants coming in now?
Was they ever put into effect when they were written?
Anybody know?

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: I'm not certain,
President Welborne, but maybe possibly through the
Assistant Chief we can get a response. I think,
Assistant Chief, last week, I know someone was supposed
to followed up with that if I'm not mistake at the
meeting at Second Ebenezer?

MR. WELBOURNE: Right.

VICE CHATRPERSON WHITE: I think you had a

question regarding that grant process and whether it
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was coming back around, so I'm not sure if they
followed up with you or not?

MR. WELBOURNE: No, not yet.

A.C. WHITE: I belief Deputy Chief Levalley
was here last week. I'll check with him on that issue.
Would you happen to know the names of the grants?

MR. WELBOURNE: No, I don't. It was about

two or three written. I was Jjust wondering if they
were ever —-- as part of these grants coming in now. It
doesn't -- it's no big deal about it, but I happen to

know that some was written.

A.C. WHITE: Okay.

MR. WELBOURNE: Because he was adamant about
getting grants for the Police Department.

A.C. WHITE: What we can do, we can look at
the timeframe from when he was here and look at if
there was any specific grants that he was a part of and
I can get back with you.

It will take me a little time to do that
unless you have a name of a grant or what it was used
for. Do you happened to know what it was used for?

MR. WELBOURNE: I can try to find out.

A.C. WHITE: Well, don't worry about it. We
can do it from our end and I can reach out to you. I

still have your phone number unless you've changed it.
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MR. WELBOURNE: No, it's still the same.
Everything's still the same. Okay. Thank you.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you,

Mr. Welborne. Any other communications? Good
afternoon.

MS. DOWDELL: Good afternoon. My name is
Shirlene Dowdell, S-H-I-R-L-E-N-E, D-O-W-D-E-L-L. My
concern is my son was murdered in June. At the time of
his death he had my iphone in his possession. I have
been trying to reach the Detective who was in charge of
the case. Also his wife has emailed somebody down here
at the station about the situation. And we're getting
nowhere with this phone.

I'm still paying $112 a month bill on the
phone. You see, he just happened to have it in his
possession at the time of the murder. $So I just wonder
if anybody could direct me on how to retrieve my phone?

VICE CHATRPERSON WHITE: Certainly.

Ms. Dowdell, first of all, thank you for coming here
today, and we certainly grieve with you in the loss of
your son in a tragic way. And certainly if there's
anything we can do we certainly will be most responsive
to you.

Assistant Chief, is there someone we can get

Ms. Dowdell to to discuss where her phone may be or how
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she may --

MS. DOWDELL: Well, the last time, excuse me,
they said the State Police had it, but that's the only
information they gave me.

A.C. WHITE: Okay. Again, I second the
sentiments of the Chair in regards to your loss. Our
condolences. The Sergeant in the back of the room will
take your information and put you in contact with
Homicide. 1In fact, Sergeant, if we could reach out to
Homicide and connect Ms. Dowdell with the
appropriate people, please?

SERGEANT: Yes.

MS. DOWDELL: Thank you.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Was your son in
Detroit? You lost your son in Detroit?

MS. DOWDELL: Yes, I did, right in front of
the side door at my home. Thank you.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Again, we apologize
for your loss. Commissioner Warfield?

CHAIRMAN WARFIELD: Mr. Chair, and I don't
know if we refer to Robert Brown about this, but I'wve
received numerous concerns related to Detectives
getting back with victims who have -- especially those
who have been murdered, and if we can get a

presentation on the process that should be in place for
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Detectives to get back with our citizens will be
helpful.

I'm hearing over and over again phone calls
that are not being returned and information. We do
understand that, you know, there are processes and
procedures in place. But I think the public needs to
know what those processes and procedures are in order
that we may clear up any confusion that there might be.

MS. PANNELL: Good afternoon. Sharon
Pannell. The Detroit Police Citizen Academy 1is getting
with Homicide at this time right now to learn how to
talk to the victims. And I'm not in that class because
I don't do Homicide, but the other girls are doing it.
And they are going to start talking to the families and
they learning how to, you know, connect with the
people, so.

I don't know the young man that came over to
our meeting, I don't know his name, the Police Officer,
because Blackman has retired. So if you could get with
them or Dory from Detroit Police Citizen Academy, too,
I can email you her number. I don't know it offhand.
Okay.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you, that
would be great.

A.C. WHITE: Through the Chair, we, too, have
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received those complaints. Deputy Chief Levalley who
is new to that assignment and responsibility has
selected a Captain for the position of Homicide
Captain. One of the directives that he's given is to
implement a strategy where we are contacting citizens
within 24 hours. So those would probably be the best
times to have a presentation and I could ensure that
that occurs.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you, Assistant
Chief. Any other communications? Any other
communications? Any other communications? Seeing
none.

At this time, again, be reminded the next
meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners will take
place Thursday, October 24th, 2013 at 3:00 p.m., here
at Detroit Police Safely Headquarters, 1310 Third
Avenue here in the media room. That concludes our
meeting for today. Thank you.

(The hearing concluded at 3:34 p.m.)
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