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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 September 12, 2013

3 About 6:45 p.m.

4           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Good evening and welcome

5 to the Board of Police Commissioners meeting.

6           I'm Commissioner Jessica Taylor.  Joining me

7 is Commissioner Vice Chair Donnell White.  Commissioner

8 Warfield may be enroute or he may not come.  I'm not

9 sure if he's going to be here or not.  And also joining

10 us from the Chief's Office is Assistant Chief

11 Eric Ewing.

12           Mr. Secretary, will you introduce the rest of

13 the staff, please.

14           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, Madam Chair.

15 For the record, George Anthony, Secretary to the Board.

16 We have present Ms. Pamela Davis Drake seated in the

17 front, she is our Chief Investigator.  Inspector

18 Lashinda Houser who's representing the Personnel

19 Division.  We also have Mr. Robert Brown, our Office

20 Manager seated to the right.  We have recording our

21 proceedings Officer Kent Cooper, Sergeant Alan Quinn,

22 and Ms. Beth Koller from Hanson Court Reporting

23 Service.  That completes the introduction of staff.

24           But if the Board would permit me, I would

25 also like to introduce from Wayne County Community
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1 College my law enforcement students, my law enforcement

2 students from Criminal Law and Justice.  They're in the

3 audience.  And would you stand so we can see you?

4                       (Applause.)

5           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, ma'am.  That

6 completes the introductions.

7           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Let me introduce at this

8 time I would also like to introduce men from the Chance

9 for Life Program, if you can stand.  They're mediators

10 for the Chance For Life Program.

11                       (Applause.)

12           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Is Chaplain Powell here?

13 Okay.  Sir, if you could come and give us a word or

14 prayer.

15           CHAPLAIN POWELL:  Let's look to the Lord.

16 Lord our Grace, in the name of Jesus, we thank and

17 praise you, Lord, for just looking down upon us and

18 blessing us, Lord God, this day.

19           Lord, this is the day that you have made and

20 we'll rejoice and be glad in it.  Asking you, Lord God,

21 just to look down on our Mayor, Lord God, his staff,

22 look down upon our Officers, Lord God, and our Chief,

23 look down up this Commission, Lord God, and we ask you

24 to bless and strengthen, bring their minds together and

25 let your blessing be upon them.  In Jesus name.
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1           Lord God, we asking you to just look down

2 upon our Officers, watch over them and protect them,

3 Lord God, as they protect the citizens of this great

4 City.  Lord, we ask that you just bless each and

5 everyone of us that are here today.  Help us, Lord God,

6 to draw our minds together, Lord, so that not only that

7 we serve, but that we may serve, Lord God, the citizens

8 of this great City.

9           Bless us and strengthen us.  Give us that

10 that we need and help us to do your blessed will, and

11 Lord God, help us to come out with the victory.  In

12 Jesus name.  Amen.

13           AUDIENCE:  Amen.

14           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  We're happy to be here

15 at the Boy Scouts of America.  Is there a

16 representative from the Boy Scouts?  Okay.  Well, we

17 appreciate the hospitality.

18           At this time I'm going to ask the Vice Chair

19 if he would read the duties and responsibilities of the

20 Board.

21           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Good evening to

22 everyone.

23           AUDIENCE:  Good evening.

24           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  The Board of Police

25 Commissioners were created by City Charter July 1st,
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1 1974.  It's composition currently is comprised of five

2 members which are appointed by the Mayor and confirmed

3 by City Council.

4           The Commissioners serve five-year terms and

5 may not serve more than five years consecutively.  The

6 Commissioners meet once a week.  They have recess

7 during Thanksgiving and Christmas and New Year's

8 holidays.  All meeting are open to the public.

9           The duties of the Board of the Police

10 Commissioner are to establish policy, rules and

11 regulations in consultation with the Chief and the

12 approval of the Mayor, to review and approve the

13 Department budget, to review and approve Department

14 promotions, to receive and resolve complaints

15 concerning the operation of the Police Department, and

16 to act as the final authority to impose and review

17 discipline of the Department employees.

18           Also to appoint Civilian Personnel Director

19 and to prepare an annual report of Department

20 activities for the public, the Mayor, and the City

21 Council.  Its staff consist of an Executive Secretary

22 who serves as Secretary to the Board and attends all

23 Board meetings, a Chief Investigator and additional

24 Investigators, and other staff as necessary to provide

25 support to the Board.
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1           The Police Commission consider itself a

2 liaison between the citizens of the City of Detroit and

3 the Detroit Police Department.

4           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you.  At this

5 time, do you have a report, sir --

6           A.C. EWING:  Yes.

7           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  -- from the Chief's

8 Office?

9           A.C. EWING:  Currently right now I want to

10 report that we are enjoying a slight decrease in

11 overall crime all over.  I'll give you some numbers.

12 Outside currently right now were down ten percent

13 homicides, six percent rapes, 11 percent reduction in

14 aggravated assaults, 18 percent reduction breaking and

15 enterings, one percent reduction in stolen vehicles.

16           We're currently up about three percent in

17 robberies, and about eight percent in larcenies.

18 However, if you look at the overall Department in

19 crimes, we're enjoying a pretty good decrease at this

20 particular point in time.

21           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you.  Are there

22 any questions, Commissioner?

23           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Just a couple quick

24 questions, Assistant Chief.  The number that's over

25 from the previous week or?
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1           A.C. EWING:  This is year-to-date, this is

2 year-to-date.

3           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Okay.  In the part one

4 crimes is carjacking fall in the Department?

5           A.C. EWING:  Yes, they do.

6           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you.

7           A.C. EWING:  I think we have presentation

8 from the Central District.  Inspector Kyriacou will

9 come up and introduce his staff.

10           INSPECTOR KYRIACOU:  A.C. Ewing, Board.  Like

11 the A.C. said, the first thing I want to do is -- now

12 that I've I broke it.  First thing I want to do is

13 recognize my staff.  I have Lieutenant Shawn Gargalino,

14 Acting Inspector for the 1st and 13th Precincts.  I

15 have Lieutenant Ilaseo Lewis, he's Acting Inspector for

16 Gaming and Central Events, Lieutenant Darin Szilagy,

17 who's in charge of our Special Ops Compuware Detail.  I

18 have Sergeant Lashanna Potts, she wears a couple hats.

19 She's Admin Sergeant, the OJ Compliance Sergeant, the

20 Community Relations and whatever we happen to throw at

21 her on a given day to see that things get done.

22           And in back of the room I also have some very

23 integral components of the operation at Central

24 District.  I have Officer Chris Gibson, a lot of you

25 know him, he does a lot of our environmental
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1 enforcement.  He keeps a keen eye on the crime trends

2 in the Midtown area.  Officer Melvin Jones and John

3 Pinchum they work our Central District 92 Homeless Car

4 that takes care of a lot of the issues that we have

5 with that group of people.

6           We also have Officer Larry Addison and

7 Officer Thomas who works Special Ops.  Also in Special

8 Ops, Officer Garcia, Officer Greg Smith, and Officer

9 Ray Hughes.  Come on, show a little enthusiasm.  A

10 couple of them are going to get an award here in a

11 minute.

12           With that we'll go into the report out here.

13 The Central District encompasses roughly eleven square

14 miles.  The District is comprised of the 1st and 13th

15 Precinct which is the patrol component of the

16 operation.  It's located at 7310 Woodward with Gaming

17 Operations also now housed within 7310 Woodward for the

18 last couple of years.

19           The Central Events component located at

20 20 Atwater down right off the river.  The District is

21 bounded on the north with our border at Highland Park,

22 roughly being Woodland Street to the east by Saint

23 Aubin and the Chrysler Service Drive, on the west it's

24 bounded roughly by John Lodge and West Grand Boulevard,

25 and on the south by Michigan Avenue over to 14th East
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1 to Atwater.

2           The population of the Central District swells

3 to approximately 100,000 citizens during the day

4 inclusive of persons traveling into the District for

5 their employment and to various entertainment venues.

6           With the majestic resurgence of greater

7 Downtown Detroit, the District handles numerous

8 concerts, festivals, sporting events, games, and

9 parades.  The District is also the home of three

10 casinos, Greek Town, MGM, and Motor City.  An estimated

11 100 to 150,000 people visit the casinos weekly.

12           In addition to all the activities Downtown,

13 the District has a large residential area that we also

14 serve.  Downtown Detroit has become one of our premier

15 neighborhoods with many new condominiums and apartments

16 springing up.  Within the District there are 23 schools

17 including seven charter schools and two colleges within

18 the borders of the Central District.

19           Some of our current initiatives underway

20 within the Central District coming under Community

21 Relations, they distribute crime alert bulletins to

22 businesses in the District.  Give a lot of safety

23 reports and tips at block club meetings, security

24 surveys for homeowners and businesses.

25           We have a summer youth program U-turn Program
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1 that Officers Dorsey and Thomas, you know, administer

2 that involves bringing kids in on Wednesdays for

3 various programs, avoiding bullying, cybercrime safety,

4 things like that, during the summer to keep them doing

5 constructive things, and also that same group has Doing

6 Good in the Neighborhood on Fridays for about eight

7 weeks throughout the summer where they do different

8 programs to help out in the community to keep them

9 doing constructive things.

10           We've created a neighborhood walk every

11 Friday night.  The plan was for every Friday night

12 during the summer to engage a neighborhood group and

13 have a community walk.  We were able to that three

14 times at the north end of the Precinct.

15           But unfortunately as some people know in the

16 room, Ms. Bridgett Vance passed away unexpectedly and

17 untimely and surprisingly.  It was a horrible loss to

18 the community and to Focus Hope and to Vanguard Group

19 where she worked as a community organizer.  So that put

20 a dent in our ability to that.  And I just wanted to

21 recognize all the wonderful things she did for the

22 Police Department and City and her groups that she did

23 organizing for.

24           As far as foot patrols, and that sort of

25 thing, we've established foot patrols in Harmony Park,
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1 Capital Park, New Center area, Greek Town, Financial

2 District, and we've also newly created a Campus Martius

3 beat to deal with all the various wonderful things that

4 go on in the Campus Martius Park.

5           We have as I mentioned earlier as I was

6 introducing Officers Pinchum and Jones, we have Central

7 District 92 which is a car that is dedicated to support

8 the placement of indigent citizens into shelters and

9 deal with their various needs and services and also

10 along with them they have a social worker from CAPPA

11 the Citizens and Police Partnership Advocacy that rides

12 with them and helps them with placements and social

13 interaction action to get them whatever they happen to

14 need at the moment to try to help them out.

15           We also recently created a Cork Town beat

16 just to try to deal with some of the quality of life

17 issues and engage the neighbors in Cork Town and get

18 some of those issued shored up.  We've partnered with

19 the Central Business District Neighborhood Watch.  It's

20 a corporate block club that meets monthly; includes a

21 lot of Downtown counterparts, Olympia Entertainment,

22 Compuware, General Motors, Blue Cross, various people

23 that have campuses downtown are part of the.

24           We've also been partnered with Midtown

25 Neighborhood Watch.  It's also a block club that
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1 basically centers around the Midtown area.  Wayne State

2 University is highly involved and they have a program

3 that we try to attend biweekly as much as possible and

4 we share information with them.

5           As I stated before we have our thriving

6 sports entertainment district which encompasses the two

7 stadiums and all of the fun that that entails Downtown.

8 And our Central Events Personnel under the tutelage of

9 Lieutenant Lewis deals with all those various

10 activities with very few people and do some amazing

11 things Downtown.

12           So don't get too mad if they don't get you

13 through those lights Downtown as quick as you'd like.

14 They're doing the impossible with what they have.  So

15 we do our best with that.  We've also increased our

16 club detail in the Downtown district because of the

17 number of bars that have popped up.  We've had to deal

18 with that issue.

19           We've created a strategy to try to deal with

20 the parking issues and the larcenies that happen around

21 those events Downtown.  Quite awhile ago Lieutenant

22 Szilagy came up with an advisory ticket that we would

23 put on cars wherever we see them doing things that

24 don't make a lot sense when they park their cars

25 Downtown.  Like putting a GPS in plane view or leaving
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1 a laptop in plain sight inside a vehicle.  It's kind of

2 amazing that people will do that.

3           But what we found is it's kind of effective

4 to fold that little piece of paper up.  It looks like a

5 ticket.  They come up and they grab it thinking they

6 got a parking ticket, and then it says, hey, sir,

7 please, sir, or ma'am, please make sure you don't do

8 this in the future.  It's a little crime prevention

9 tool that has great shock value and great relief value

10 when they realize it's not a parking ticket.  So we've

11 been doing that for awhile to try to get people to

12 understand that.

13           Another large problem that's been going on

14 nationwide is the Apple picking phenomenon that's been

15 going with the larcenies and robberies of people for

16 their smart phones.  Particularly Apple phones.  And

17 what we've been trying to combat that on a community

18 relations front is to, we've got another flier that's

19 Lieutenant Szilagy plagiarized from another Police

20 Department.  We're good at that, you know.  And it

21 explain why you shouldn't walk around with you iphone

22 in your hand because you're basically walking around

23 with the equivalent of five $100 bills in your hand.

24 And people wonder why people snatch them.

25           But there's a problem with the people who do
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1 the thefts being able to get quick money for it and

2 then as they go up online we're hearing that some of

3 these are being shipped out of the country and worth a

4 thousand or two by the time they get burned and

5 reprogramed for use, you know, wherever they finally

6 end up.

7           Also we found that it's been a very effective

8 strategy to have those pamphlets and catch people in

9 the Downtown area walking around like zombies hitting

10 on their phone.  You walk up to them and say, hey, you

11 know, you don't want to do that, you could be a victim

12 of crime.  And it has a lot more shock value and

13 learning value than just sending an email.

14           We've partnered up with a lot of corporate

15 environments down there with their security, police and

16 security together.  And my wife particularly coming

17 back from lunch like the last time we did it at Blue

18 Cross Blue Shield we just caught all her employees

19 coming back after the lunch hour in the environment of

20 their campus and gave them those fliers.  And it gets

21 the word out better than a newsletter or something in

22 the corporate, you know, email system.

23           So that has helped a lot and we've -- want to

24 knock on wood, we've had a downtrend in that in the

25 Downtown area because particularly was problematic in
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1 the core Downtown area, so.

2           With that, that ends my portion of it.  But I

3 want up bring Lieutenant Gargalino up here to recognize

4 a couple of Officers that have an done outstanding job

5 with some problems we had at the Rosa Park Transit

6 Center.

7                       (Applause.)

8           LIEUTENANT GARGALINO:  Good evening, Board,

9 good evening everyone.

10           COMMISSIONERS:  Good evening.

11           LIEUTENANT GARGALINO:  I'm Lieutenant Shawn

12 Gargalino, currently assigned as the Commanding Officer

13 of the 1st and 13 Precincts; have been directed by

14 Inspector Nick Kyriacou of the Central District to

15 present the Commendation for outstanding police service

16 for members assigned to the Central District Transit

17 Beat.

18           In April of 2013, the Transit Center was

19 identified through crime analysis as a hot spot because

20 of the crime associated in and around the location.

21 The area was experiencing numerous armed robberies,

22 larcenies and assaults.  Additionally, various

23 complaints regarding the illegal sale of narcotics were

24 filed with the District.

25           Officers Gregory Smith, Raymond Hughes, and
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1 Office Noe Garcia were handpicked to alleviate the problems

2 associated with the area.  The Officers were to apply

3 direct police enforcement to the area and focus on the

4 elements driving the crime and enforce all local and

5 state laws.  In essence, the operations was to

6 strategically take back the area identified.

7           Accomplishing these responsibilities entailed

8 performing at a level which exemplifies the highest

9 standard of professionalism and exercising a great deal

10 of expertise and knowledge of the Department policy

11 procedures and local state and federal laws and

12 guidelines.

13           The members assigned to this operation

14 certainly displayed these qualities.  In addressing

15 personal attributes members have proven to be

16 compassionate, respectful, conscientious, and

17 dependable, and dedicated to the task at hand.  Since

18 the beats inception each of the members assigned to

19 Transit Beat has dedicated themselves to the mission.

20           They've willingly served this Department and

21 most importantly the citizens of Detroit.  Their

22 determination to the mission significantly reduced

23 crime at the Transit Center and resulted in the follow

24 statistics: 65 felony arrests, ten misdemeanor arrests,

25 822 tickets or ordinance issued, 1,640 persons
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1 investigated, assisting 63 homeless, 30 police runs,

2 and five vehicles impounded -- recommends that the

3 above Officers be recognized for their outstanding

4 service and receive a commendation.

5           They are commended for their outstanding

6 service to the Detroit Police Department.

7 Additionally, they are to be commended for their

8 dedication to serving the citizens, and businesses,

9 visitors, and other Department members with the highest

10 degree of respect and professionalism, thereby,

11 representing the Department in an exemplary manner.

12 The Officers.

13           (Applause, and photos were taken.)

14           SPEAKER:  Congratulations.  They're in

15 Midtown, too.  How 'bout that?

16           INSPECTOR KYRIACOU:  While we're taking the

17 photo, I have to admit that I did neglect

18 Officer Dorsey and Office Thomas when I was doing my

19 recognitions.  Thank you for what you do, too.

20                       (Applause.)

21           A.C. EWING:  That ends the report for the

22 Central District.

23           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Inspector, before you

24 leave --

25           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  There's some questions
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1 for you here.

2           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  First and foremost,

3 again, congratulations to the men and women who were

4 just honored for the outstanding work they have done,

5 to all of the men and woman I know of the Central

6 District who are doing outstanding jobs whose names may

7 not have not been called today.

8           Inspector, you mentioned a couple of things

9 particularly the Campus Martius beat and the Cork Town

10 beat.  What exactly does that consist of?

11           INSPECTOR KYRIACOU:  Yes.  The Cork Town beat

12 is two Officers who work 11:00 a.m., to 7:00 p.m., and

13 basically in a community relations type of mode they

14 respond to calls for service, but they also make sure

15 they engage with the block clubs, keep aware of crime

16 trends and basically do what the traditional Beat

17 Officer always did, you know, in order to make sure

18 that quality of life issues are addressed.

19           And also, you know, we don't just pay

20 attention to that.  They're also aware of shootings and

21 other, you know, more felony crimes also.  It's the

22 whole gambit of police issues that might occur in Cork

23 Town.  We recognized shortly after I got there Cork

24 Town is kind of on the west end of the Precinct and

25 maybe needs a little extra attention and a little extra
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1 community engagement.

2           And if those Officers were available they

3 would have been here, too.  Officer Thorb and Roberson,

4 some of you may know them.  They used to be the Greek

5 Town beat.  And I think according to most people in

6 Cork Town they believe they can probably walk on water.

7 They're very well liked there.  They baked them a cake

8 at the last community meeting, so they're very happy

9 with them.

10           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  The Campus Martius Beat?

11           INSPECTOR KYRIACOU:  Campus Martius Beat

12 again because of, you know, the number of activities

13 that go on there it's two Officers depending on our

14 manpower.  But usually days we'll put one Officer there

15 eleven to seven, depending on if there any further

16 activities like on nights, you know, when they have the

17 movies or if there's some musical act going on which is

18 occurring more we might put two Officers on seven to

19 three.  It really varies a little bit according to

20 need.

21           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  And for Comerica Park

22 activity, what is the extent of the beat presence?

23           INSPECTOR KYRIACOU:  Central Events under

24 Lieutenant Lewis is the contingent of personnel under

25 Central District that follow the various sporting
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1 events.  They have the more fluid schedule depending on

2 the Tigers and Lions and whatnot.  Right now that's

3 approximately thirty people.  I don't remember the

4 exact numbers, but about twenty of them are assigned-in

5 personnel.  Because typically in the past we've had the

6 baseball detail for the summer where to augment the

7 contingent of personnel to handle the ball games people

8 get assigned in.  And currently we still do have

9 several of those people assigned in.  So it's a mix of

10 permanent people that are assigned to Central Events

11 year-round, and a number of people that come into

12 predominately for summer.

13           Well, and I don't want to mention it today.

14 I'm trying to talk the A.C. into letting me keep them

15 longer.  But after the Tiger season they usually go

16 back to their commands.

17           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  That's both inside the

18 park and outside?

19           INSPECTOR KYRIACOU:  Yes, both inside and

20 out.  The details for the interior and exterior are

21 handled by Central Events.  Unless you get into a

22 circumstance where it's like playoffs or Super Bowl

23 then we bring people in from all commands.

24           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, Madam Chair.

25           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you.
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1           INSPECTOR KYRIACOU:  Thank you.

2           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  At this time we're going

3 to honor the outstanding citizen from the Central

4 District and I'm going to ask Commissioner White to

5 read the Resolution.

6           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Mr. Richard Etue.

7                       (Applause.)

8           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  In my hands I have a

9 Resolution honoring Mr. Richard T. Etue.

10           Whereas, Mr. Richard Etue, has been a

11 resident in the Central District for more than twenty

12 years and remain a pillar in his neighborhood.  His

13 commitment to service and leadership is exemplified

14 throughout the community.

15           And, whereas, Mr. Etue has been instrumental

16 in building bridges between the community and the

17 Detroit Police Department always contributing with

18 efforts to improve neighborhood safety and quality of

19 life.  He had been an active member of the Central

20 District Community Relations Council for four years and

21 currently serves as a member of the Cass Park group.

22           And, whereas, Mr. Etue's passion and

23 participation in the Central District events has been a

24 positive force.  He is active with Angels Night and

25 many other community events where citizens are called
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1 upon to serve the community.

2           Whereas, Mr. Etue has proven through his

3 actions that he remains a dedicated and committed

4 supporter of the City of Detroit and the Central

5 District.  His commitment to business, service, and

6 leadership is demonstration throughout the entire

7 district.

8           Now, therefore, be it resolved that the

9 Detroit Board of Police Commissioners speaking on

10 behalf of the citizens of the City of Detroit and the

11 Detroit Police Department recognize the life's work and

12 dedication to service of Mr. Richard Etue.

13           His commitment to community mission outreach

14 and his spirit of giving back is felt and shared

15 throughout Central District and the entire City of

16 Detroit.

17           We thank and congratulate you, Mr. Richard T.

18 Etue.  Signed the Detroit Board of Police

19 Commissioners, adopted this day September 12th, 2013.

20           Please join me in congratulating Mr. Etue.

21           (Applause, and photos were taken.)

22           A.C. EWING:  You're not done yet, Mr. Etue.

23 A couple of awards.  We have the Spirit of Detroit

24 Award which is presented to you today with expression

25 of gratitude from the citizens of the City of Detroit
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1 for recognition for exceptional achievement and

2 outstanding leadership and dedication to improving the

3 quality of life of the citizens of Detroit.  Signed by

4 all the City Council Members, dated September 12th,

5 2013.  Congratulations.

6                       (Applause.)

7           A.C. EWING:  Certificate of Recognition from

8 the Detroit Police Department presented to Mr. Richard

9 T. Etue in appreciation for your involvement in

10 community services and demonstrating spirit of

11 commitment to the City of Detroit which is worthy of

12 recognition.  Signed, Chief of Police, James E. Craig.

13 Congratulations.

14                       (Applause.)

15           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  One more.

16           A.C. EWING:  But wait, there's more.

17           INSPECTOR KYRIACOU:  When we were talking

18 about who we were going honor, Officer Dorsey informed

19 me of the fact that Mr. Etue's grandfather had served

20 as a member of the Detroit Police Department way back.

21 It was Mr. Richard Edward Etue from March 1st of 1929,

22 through October 1st, 1954.

23           So we have a special certificate for him for

24 all he's done from the Central District.  But that's

25 being used to hide something he doesn't even know
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1 about.  We were able to go to Personnel and we got him

2 a picture of his grandfather.

3                       (Applause.)

4           INSPECTOR KYRIACOU:  Personnel found a

5 picture that was on file with Graphic Arts.

6           MR. ETUE:  Thank you.

7           SPEAKER:  That's wonderful.

8          (Applause, and pictures were taken.)

9           MR. ETUE:  I'd just like to thank the

10 Inspector and the Commission and everyone.  I'm not a

11 big fan of public speaking.  When I usually do speak

12 publicly it's usually in a community meeting, and I'm

13 probably being a pain in the butt to these people and

14 everybody else.

15           But I was born in the City.  I love the City.

16 I lived here most of my life.  I've had relatives or

17 ancestors here since 1704.  When I moved to my current

18 residence in South Cass Corridor, a lot of the people

19 down there had given up on the Detroit Police

20 Department.

21           But through works of organizations like

22 Midtown Alliance and Central District and everything

23 else and with the outstanding help of people like

24 Officer Chris Gibson and Officer Dorsey and Officer

25 Thomas, those people actually believe that somebody's
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1 going to doing something.

2           We were in an area where Mike Ilitch had

3 bought up a bunch of buildings and left them open to

4 trespass.  Officer Dorsey wrote tickets, Officer Gibson

5 wrote blight tickets, and those building have been

6 sealed up for years.  I'm just, you know, I'm not a fan

7 of giving up.  A lot of people in the City have given

8 up.  I just don't believe that.  With the help of

9 members of the City Council and their staff like Linda

10 Wesley from Brenda Jones' office with people like Kim

11 Twider and others in the Alliance it's just -- I don't

12 believe in letting people, you know, live like that.

13           So with the help of a lot of people a lot of

14 things have gotten done to help make it safer for

15 people to go around that neighbor which a few years

16 back it really wasn't.  So I appreciate it.

17           SPEAKER:  Right.

18           MR. ETUE:  Thank you.

19           INSPECTOR KYRIACOU:  I was wrong.  There is

20 one more.  We were originally we were going to present

21 this to Mrs. Bohanan who's in charge of the building.

22 But we have Walt Atkins is going to come and accept our

23 congratulatory certificate for all the help they've

24 given us.

25                       (Applause.)
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1           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you, sir.

2           Since we don't have a quorum tonight, we

3 won't be able to deal the two Directives on the agenda,

4 but Assistant Chief you're welcome to make the mark, if

5 you'd like?  Okay.

6           Our next meeting will be held Thursday,

7 September 19th at 3:00 and will be at the Detroit

8 Public Safety Headquarters and that's located at

9 1301 Third Avenue, in the Media Room.

10           At this time we'll have our oral

11 communications from the audience.  And we are asking

12 you limit your comments to two minutes and also address

13 your concerns to the Board.

14           But before we start that I want to read -- we

15 have last week the Board of Police Commissioners

16 scheduled a public forum for tonight's meeting to hear

17 community concerns regarding the Board's relationship

18 to the Detroit Police Department.  News accounts have

19 questioned the Board's authority in light of Emergency

20 Manager Order 11, which gives the Chief of Police the

21 ability to exercise certain prerogatives of the Board.

22           The Detroit City Charter regards the Board as

23 the voice of the people.  That's why it's vitally

24 important for your voice to be heard.  Today begins the

25 discussion.  The discussion will be continued as long
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1 as necessary.  And now in the days and weeks ahead

2 we're going to continue to record those comments.  And

3 if we need to bring in City Officials, other people

4 from the public, to discuss these matters we'll

5 continue to do that.

6           So please note that this Board is committed

7 to helping the Police Department deliver quality and

8 responsive service which is the kind of service you

9 deserve as citizens.

10           At this time we're going to open the floor

11 for that discussion.

12           MR. SCOTT:  I'm sorry to get up first.  I saw

13 you standing up, but.  Ron Scott, Detroit Coalition

14 Against Police Brutality.  I want to say the reason why

15 I wanted to get up first, is I wanted to thank the

16 Board for responding to the request that I made on, not

17 just myself, on the behalf of the citizens who come

18 each week.  I know Ms. Smith, Ms. Pannell, sitting here

19 and a lot of other people come each week.  We have a

20 certain focus on this Board and its importance to this

21 community.

22           I was around when the Board was established.

23 We fought for it's establishment as part of the

24 outgrowth of anti-stress activity.  And we know the

25 significance of this Board and the Office of the Chief
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1 Investigator which is a compendium to it.  So I just

2 want to thank you for responding to that, Commissioner

3 Taylor, White and Warfield, and others.  I want to

4 thank you for being cognizant of the desires of the

5 City.

6           Executive Order 11 is a challenge to the

7 direct responsibility that the Charter has given you.

8 We feel that it is abhorrent.  We feel that it is

9 suppressive.  We feel that it is undemocratic to say

10 the least to move in a fashion where this Board has

11 little or no oversight or little oversight over certain

12 issues.

13           This Board has been identified throughout the

14 county as one of the hallmark Boards for this for kind

15 of activity.  And to see it going back and moon walking

16 into the past is not what we'd like to see.  So we

17 stand with you and support you.  And to that end I ask

18 a couple members of the Charter Commission to come

19 today so they can express their desires and intent when

20 they set up the new Commission which is going to be

21 elected for the first time which many in our

22 organization called for in 1999.

23           So I'd like to thank you once again.  I have

24 many other points to raise but because of brevity of

25 time and because of the individuals who obviously want
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1 to speak I'd like to do that.  You see a letter

2 regarding the search and seizer policy we're involved

3 in that.  And we want to speak to that.  Because one of

4 the things I leave on your mind before I go is that the

5 question of vehicles stops.  The question is which unit

6 can do stops.  Because I've seen now that non-marked

7 cars and marked cars doing thirty series and others

8 doing it.  I think we need to clarify that.  We need to

9 clarify who does what stops where.  We need to see some

10 policy relation to that.  Because it can get quite

11 fussy and challenging.

12           But to the point of the night, I think we

13 need to hold another meeting.  I think it needs to be

14 twice or three times the amount of people in this room

15 because we're fighting for democracy in this City.

16           We've lost it and we going to get it again.

17 Just like the person, my friend from Midtown said that

18 he doesn't give up.  We won't give us.  Mr. Orr's going

19 to leave.  We'll either make him leave on he'll leave

20 on his own.  But democracy will be reestablished.

21           SPEAKER:  All right.

22           MR. BOMAN:  I have a packet for the

23 Commissioners and for the Chief.  I'm Scott Boman, and

24 I have a brief statement to make here.  Honorable Board

25 of Police Commissioners, thank you for this
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1 opportunity.  I'm here tonight because I'm a violent

2 crime victim whose efforts to get justice have been met

3 with nothing but indifference by Detroit Police

4 Officers.

5           On July 30th, I was intimidated and injured

6 for attempting to document illegal practices.  After

7 taking pictures and recording video, physical force was

8 used against me to prevent me from handing out campaign

9 literature at a location where people who look

10 different than I were permitted to do the same.

11           This force was sever enough to cause

12 scarring.  After this my arms were twisted and locked

13 in position to maximize pain and long-term injury.  My

14 left hand remains partially numb and my right wrist is

15 partially not completely usable.  And the assailant

16 broke my camera.

17           I made a police report the next day,

18 July 31st.  Since that day I've made multiple attempts

19 to have an investigator follow up on my case.  None

20 have contacted me.  Upon receiving my police report I

21 realized it was woefully incomplete and my efforts to

22 have an addendum put on the report have been repeatedly

23 rebuffed.

24           I have additional information that would be

25 useful including the identity of my primary assailant.
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1 I can't help but think this is the result of favoritism

2 toward my assailants.  You see the people who did this

3 were DWCC Police Officers.  The primary assailant was

4 also serving as a poller.  While I understand this

5 sense of solidarity people may feel for members of the

6 same profession, such loyalty takes a back seat in the

7 fair application of the law when one is a Police

8 Officer.

9           Police who turn a blind eye to criminal acts

10 by their brethren risk being regarded in the same light

11 as the bad apples they tolerate.  It's legal to arrest

12 a person for allege crimes.  But even guilt would not

13 justify deliberately injuring the suspect, destroying

14 his property or using ones authority to deny a person's

15 First Amendment Rights before he becomes a suspect.

16           A badge is not a license to obstruct justice.

17 The incident was in eye shot of surveillance cameras.

18 But Detroit Police Department negligence gave my

19 assailants time to destroy the surveillance video.

20 This has been expected since they also deleted four

21 videos from my video card and I can prove it.

22           All I ask is that the police do their job.

23           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Sir, he wants to talk to

24 you.  Can you go with our Chief Investor, sir?

25           MS. PANNELL:  Good evening, Sharon Pannell.
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1 My question does not reflect Second Precinct.  My

2 question is about the mini stations and when are they

3 going to open and if they're going to open?

4           A.C. EWING:  Ma'am, the mini stations are

5 still in review by the Chief of Police.  We do

6 currently have some mini stations open.  We are looking

7 in the future to decide whether the manpower is going

8 to allow us to do that.

9           There's a couple new initiatives the Chief

10 wants to roll out.  We started looking at the overall

11 manpower issue.  We have allocation of manpower at

12 different precincts.  I don't have the firm answers for

13 you right now.  The Chief will make a decision at the

14 later time.

15           MS. PANNELL:  Okay.  I'll be back next

16 Thursday.

17           MS. McCANTS:  Good afternoon to this Board.

18           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Good afternoon, ma'am.

19           MS. McCANTS:  My name is Yolanda McCants, and

20 I'm from the Northeastern District.  I have a question

21 to ask this Board, and maybe some answers.  We had a

22 situation where there was a group, the 300 that was out

23 looking for some rapists that we had on the far

24 eastside and then again there was a incidents that

25 happened on the westside, okay, in result of something
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1 going on at one of our Districts.

2           And yesterday I looked at the news and they

3 were back out there along with our Officers.  Isn't --

4 I guess I'm kind of concerned because there should be

5 or maybe and I'm not sure an open suit against the City

6 for an incident that happened at one of our Districts?

7 Now the Police Department and this group is back in

8 arms again.

9           And my personal opinion is we should not open

10 our doors to this group.  If they want to go out and

11 search and do whatever so be it.  But so that we will

12 not be involved in that meaning the Police Department

13 so that we will not be involved in any type of lawsuits

14 or goings on.

15           So if there's some corrections that I need to

16 understand, would you please help me?

17           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Commissioner White?

18           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  The organization Detroit

19 300 and I'm note sure the specific instances that you

20 were referencing towards what degree the Detroit Police

21 is working with them, if at all.  But as it relates to

22 a lawsuit that's pending that matter would be with the

23 City.  Not this body.  And unless there is a complaint

24 against citizens' wrongdoing by Detroit 300 or Detroit

25 Police Department then it would come before this Body.
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1           MS. McCANTS:  That's why I guess I'm --

2           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  I guess previous

3 instances.  And that may have been an isolated event or

4 not.  But I do believe whether it's neighborhood

5 associations or any group that is trying to organize to

6 work on behalf of the citizens of the city.  And A.C.,

7 please chime in.  But I do believe it has been the

8 posture of the City and posture of the Department to

9 try to foster good relationships with those individuals

10 to prevent circumstances like what have occurred in the

11 past.  Assistant Chief?

12           A.C. EWING:  That's correct.  Any citizens

13 who are willing to go out to the public to prevent

14 crime we welcome as long as they understand they have

15 to do it within the confines of the law.  That's with

16 any organization that we may partnership with to try to

17 stop crime which includes the 300.

18           MS. McCANTS:  Okay.  All right.  Thank you.

19           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you, Ms. McCantz.

20           MS. MORRIS:  Good evening, everyone.  My name

21 is Tijuana Morris, and have -- I was the investigator

22 for the Detroit Coalition against Police Brutality.

23 And hopefully I'm looking forward to be sitting on your

24 Board in November.

25           I've tried to contact the Chief of Police to
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1 have a meeting with him and see where he's coming from

2 and let him know where I'm coming from on several

3 occasions and I haven't been able to contact him.  But

4 on this stop and frisk we all know that stop and frisk

5 is legal.  But they have the implications, it has to be

6 reasonable search.  And I would ask this Board to look

7 into it.  As we are, you are directed by laws which is

8 governed by the state.  Be cognizant of the situation

9 and this stop and frisk, the new law is already ruled

10 unconstitutional.  It needs to be looked at and

11 revisited.

12           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Yes, ma'am.

13           MS. McCANTS:  Is there a way that I can

14 leave --

15           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  That would be addressed

16 I believe at -- there's plans that the Chief, that's

17 something that the Chief will probably be able to

18 address when he can get that set up.

19           MS. McCANTS:  Okay.

20           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Oh, I just learned he's

21 going to have a Community CAM meeting on the 24th of

22 this month --

23           MS. McCANTS:  Location?

24           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Ten o'clock.

25           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  1301 Third Street.
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1           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  At the headquarters.

2           MS. McCANTS:  Okay.  Thank you.

3           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  You're welcome.

4           MR. SIMPSON:  Good evening.

5           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Good evening.

6           MR. SIMPSON:  I'm Ralph Simpson.  I'm a

7 resident of Detroit, the immediate past president of

8 the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan, and I

9 remain an attorney on their lawyer committee.  I hope

10 all of you had an opportunity to pick up a letter that

11 the ACLU had directed to Police Chief Craig regarding

12 the stop and frisk program that has been publicized

13 recently as something that the Detroit Police were

14 going to receive training in regard to despite the fact

15 that it's recently been found to be illegal and

16 improper in New York.

17           The letter sets out a number of objections of

18 the American Civil Liberties Union.  I won't go over

19 all of those other than to say that the idea that

20 because it's a largely minority city that somehow that

21 that justifies improper illegal practices, just doesn't

22 make a lot of sense.

23           But I would want to make another point that's

24 not in the letter which is in I think it was pointed

25 out by the Central District's Commander that the racial
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1 makeup of Detroit is quite different in the daytime.

2 It's quite different at particular events at particular

3 locations such as sporting venues and entertainment

4 venues is quite different in particular neighborhoods.

5           So the idea that even that idea that because

6 the racial makeup is largely minority that there's no

7 possible issues instituting aggressive and again

8 recently found to be illegal and improper practice has

9 no ramifications.

10           So I'd ask you to look at that very

11 carefully.  Thank you.

12           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Yes, sir.  Thank you.

13           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  If I could, through the

14 Chair, Mr. Simpson before you leave, first of all thank

15 you and the ACLU for the great work you continue to do

16 in the community.  Through the Chair, A.C., I do have a

17 copy of that communication and I'd be happy to share a

18 copy with you.  But if I could read a couple excerpts.

19           It's says, the ACLU is interested to know

20 more about the Department's training and use of the

21 stop and frisk techniques and related practice.  To

22 that end pursuant to Michigan Freedom of Information

23 Act, MFOIA MCL 15.321 we request as that term is

24 defined to the fullest extent under FOIA that set forth

25 policies and guidelines for stop and frisk practices
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1 used by Detroit Police.

2           Additionally, we request all training

3 materials related in any way to these practices,

4 specifically material related to training provided to

5 the traffic unit officers regarding the prevention of

6 street crime through the use of traffic stops, and

7 which is referenced in the enclosed article.  Please

8 provide as well as all documents that memorialize the

9 agreements between your department and the Manhattan

10 Institute and the Bratton Group, along with documents

11 that reflect fees, f-e-e-s, that have been and will be

12 paid to these organizations.

13           The ACLU requests limitation and waiver of

14 fees pursuant to FOIA which provides for such

15 limitation and waiver where searching for or furnishing

16 the records can be considered as primarily benefiting

17 the general public because it is likely to contribute

18 to public understanding and is not in the commercial

19 interest of the ACLU.

20           So Assistant Chief, to the Chief, if you

21 could for our next meeting provide the Board a status

22 of this FOIA request --

23           A.C. EWING:  Sure.

24           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  -- so we may be

25 responsive to the ACLU and the community in this
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1 information?  And also Attorney Simpson, if you're able

2 to make it to the Chief's Meeting the CAM meeting on

3 the 24th at the new Detroit Public Safety Headquarters

4 certainly that will be an opportunity for you to gain

5 more insight and information.

6           MR. SIMPSON:  Appreciate that.  Thank you.

7           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you.

8           MR. HARRIS:  Good afternoon.  My name is

9 Kevin Harris, long-time citizen of Detroit.  I want to

10 say hello to everyone, all the police officers.  I know

11 you all job is hard.  I know it's hard.

12           SPEAKER:  You supposed to talk to the Board.

13           MR. HARRIS:  Oh, I know.  Talk to the board.

14 I just want to thank all the Police Officers

15 personally.  I know what you all dealing with.  Crazy

16 people out here.  But to the Board, I suggest that the

17 stop and frisk is only going to agitate the crazies.

18 It's going to make the crazy people more crazy because

19 it's like you just -- not all Police Officers are like

20 this, but majority of them have like a bully kind of

21 persona, because I know with the violence in the

22 street, but it's also psychological.

23           But it's just a suggestion in high crime

24 areas that's where the cops need to be more visible at

25 because a criminal can't commit a crime if the cops are
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1 there.  I know you all can't be there all the time.  I

2 know I'm using street slang but I'm going to keep it as

3 real as I can because I hear the youth talking.

4           And I got pulled over in the driveway.  I

5 don't know in the driveway.  I didn't know you could

6 get pull over in the driveway.  But I know what you all

7 dealing with.  But what I'm saying is the stop and

8 frisk thing I think and pulling over it's like

9 victimizing or putting everybody in the same bag, you

10 know.  We got good citizens here.

11           And if police is visible, like I said, where

12 the most crime is in the city just being visible that

13 will cut down on some of the crime.  Thank you.

14           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you.

15           MS. ALLISON:  Good evening.

16           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Good evening.

17           MS. ALLISON:  My name is Karen Allison and I

18 was invited here by Brother Ron Scott.  I'm a victim of

19 carjacking.  And when I went to pick up my car from the

20 towing company I had to pay $385.  And I don't think it

21 was fair to me to have to pay when my car was stolen.

22 Now any other time if it was just an accident or

23 whatever like that I would pay it, but by it being

24 stolen.

25           I was carjacked at a gas station, I'm talking
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1 about I called the police reporting, crime reporting

2 section at least three times each day from the day my

3 car was stolen August 10th to August 25th when it was

4 restored to me.

5           And I don't think it was fair for me to have

6 to call them to find out that my car had been

7 recovered.  Also because they never called me to let me

8 know that, okay, Mrs. Allison, your car been recovered.

9 They never told me that.

10           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  How much was it,

11 Ms. Allison?

12           MS. ALLISON:  $385 for me to get the car out

13 of impound.  I had it towed to my house.  Mind you, I

14 can't drive the car no more because it was totaled.

15 They was in an accident.  I don't know if it was a

16 police chase or -- but when I got the police report it

17 doesn't say that.

18           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  A.C.?

19           A.C. EWING:  Ms. Allison, what was the dates?

20           MS. ALLISON:  August the 10th, when it was

21 stolen from the gas station on Lahser and Fenkell.  And

22 Sunday night, August 25th, 2:00, in the morning it was

23 recovered.  The 26th -- I called on the 25th, that

24 Sunday, and I called on the 26th, and they told me my

25 car was recovered.  I called them.  They never called
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1 me.

2           A.C. EWING:  So it's one day later you found

3 out that your car had been recovered?

4           MS. ALLISON:  One day later, but I still

5 called them on the 25th.

6           A.C. EWING:  Okay.  Ma'am, what tow company

7 was that?

8           MS. ALLISON:  A.C. Towing.

9           A.C. EWING:  If you give your information to

10 Deputy Chief Tolbert here, we'll take a look at it.

11 We'll see if there's any impropriety on our part.

12           MS. ALLISON:  Thank you.

13           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you, Ms. Allison.

14 Just a minute, Ms. Allison.

15           MR. COLEMAN:  Good evening, Chairwoman

16 Taylor, Commissioner White, Police staff, members of

17 the community.  I'm Ken Coleman.  As some of you know

18 I'm a former member of the Charter Revision Commission.

19 First, I wanted to say I couldn't agree more with the

20 comments offered by Mr. Scott and Mr. Simpson.

21           I believe they're right on point.  Probably

22 said it more eloquently than I can.  I will just say

23 this, we had great pleasure, nine of us had great

24 pleasure serving as elected members of the Charter

25 Revision Commission.
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1           We had dozens of meetings throughout the City

2 as you do in your function, talking to hundreds of

3 residents getting more than 600 recommendations.  And

4 one of the most adamant recommendations from the

5 community and you saw it affirmed in the

6 November election of 11 was keeping a citizen review

7 board a fully functional and empowered citizen review

8 commission for the City of Detroit.

9           We know the history all of us do here.  Ron

10 stated it very, very clearly.  I was a five-year-old

11 tagging along with my mom going to from the ground up

12 meeting an organization that was dedicated to

13 eradicating stress.  So it is very, very important to

14 me as a Detroiter.  We all have a sort of a personal

15 story about what the Police Department was or what it

16 wasn't in the past.

17           I believe that the voters were very clear

18 they want a citizen review board to perform the

19 functions that you have.  So I'm very happy to hear

20 that that is something that this Commission clearly

21 wants to do.  I recognize that we have an Emergency

22 Manager.

23           But the people have been very clear.  And so

24 I wanted to take this opportunity publicly to lift up

25 not only the great work that I think we did as a
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1 committee and affirming the role of a citizen police

2 commission.  But making sure that people understand

3 that in order to keep this type of what Ron called

4 really a concept that many cities look at.  It's a best

5 practice to be sure.  We have to fight to keep it.

6           And so I'm here tonight to lift my words to

7 that effect.  Thank you, ma'am.

8           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you, sir.

9           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you.

10           MR. DAVIS:  Good evening, Board.  My name is

11 Reggie Reg Davis.  Thank you to Mr. Ron Scott for the

12 invitation.  Very good friend of mine.  For those of

13 you who made not know I lost my baby brother to gun

14 violence in 2001.  It seems like just yesterday.  And I

15 still want to say thank you to the Detroit Police

16 Department for helping me and my family to find,

17 capture the assailants responsible for my brother's

18 death in a record time; less than 48 hours.  So I'll

19 always say thank you to the Detroit Police Department.

20           But as a member of the Detroit Charter

21 Revision Commission when I sat there everyday as I cast

22 my vote at that table I was a voice for, of course, us

23 sleeping giants, the young people of our community, but

24 for the people at large.  It's all about the people.

25 When we talk about a democracy of the people, by the
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1 people, this Charter represents that.

2           When you look at situations like Aiyana

3 Jones, some may remember that.  And you look at stop

4 and frisk.  Just the names there alone have oversight

5 written all over it.  So on this copy of the newly

6 revised language of City's Charter and Section 7-802

7 Board of Police Commissioners it simply starts out by

8 saying the Board of Police Commissioners has

9 supervisory control and oversight of the Police

10 Department.  Key words, oversight.

11           So in my effort to be sure that the

12 citizenry, the people of the City of Detroit have

13 oversight over this paramilitary organization called

14 the Detroit Police Department.  That was the entire

15 angle.  That's what it's all about.

16           So I wanted to reassure everyone that my

17 point in sitting at that table and Ken mentioned what

18 he had to say but when I sat there at that table as

19 Reggie Reg Davis my idea to vote for this language was

20 to be sure that the people remain in control of their

21 city.  Thank you.

22           COMMISSION DONNELL:  Thank you.

23           MS. PILLICIOTTI:  Good evening.  My name is

24 Marsha Pilliciotti.  I am a lifetime Detroiter.

25           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Through the Chair, would
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1 you mind spelling your last name for the record?

2           MSS. PILLICIOTTI:  P-I-L-L-I-C-I-O-T-T-I,

3 Pilliciotti.  Thank you.  So I've lived -- I bought a

4 house in the Boston Edison area almost forty years ago

5 when I was a kid, and since then my neighborhood had

6 gone through many different Precinct changes.

7           Now I'm happy to say we're in Central.  I

8 can't tell you much love and admiration I have for

9 Inspector Kyriacou and the entire staff.  They are

10 wonderful.  The Inspector actually answers his phone

11 and answer emails, which is really unusual.  I can't

12 even get my mother to do that.  So for an Inspector,

13 that's really great.

14           I'm working right now with Community

15 Relations.  We've started a block club and they've

16 helped us with that.  And one of the things that I've

17 noticed is no Police Officers know what's going to

18 happen next.  I've been told, oh, well, we're going

19 with ten, thirteen is going to cut off from Central.

20 And nobody has any idea.  So there's this feeling with

21 the Officers of sort of uncomfortableness and, you

22 know, uncertainty.

23           So do you have any idea what's going to

24 happen or who is going to make the decisions?

25           A.C. EWING:  First of all, the decision will
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1 be made by the Chief of Police.

2           MS. PILLICIOTTI:  It will be.  Okay.

3           A.C. EWING:  But I will tell you this, the

4 Chief is looking at the City as whole.  We know that

5 there's some area of the City that are densely

6 population and we know we have areas such as the

7 Eastern District and Northwestern District who have our

8 heaviest call volumes.  To alleviate some of the stress

9 on these Officers over there, the Chief is looking at

10 the whole City and redoing the boundary line.

11           We're not saying that's actually going to

12 happen but that's something he's looking at at this

13 particular point.  And it's down the road.  Nothing's

14 going to be real soon.

15           MS. PILLICIOTTI:  Well, I guess I just don't

16 want to be forgotten because we pay for security.

17 We're all on security committee, you know, I'm out

18 patrolling every other week with the rest of the

19 citizens and if we have a low crime rate, you know, and

20 if we're not going to get the wonderful Precinct that

21 we have now, I'm going to stop patrolling, you know,

22 because I want the Officers we have now.

23           A.C. EWING:  It's our firm commitment to make

24 all our Precincts just like the one you're talking

25 about right now.
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1           MS. PILLICIOTTI:  All right.  Thank you.

2           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you, ma'am.

3           MR. BACHAND:  My name is Nichols Bachand.

4 I've now been coming to your meetings about six or

5 seven of them now.  And I'm counsel for several

6 different towing companies.  And tonight I represent

7 Gene's Towing.  If you notice Mr. Ott is here tonight.

8           I've come here for a couple of reasons.

9 Number one, from my research and being brought up to

10 speed this Body spent about two years creating towing

11 rules and creating Detroit Police Authorizing Towing.

12 Mr. Ott controls the evidence garage which he's been

13 doing for sixteen years.

14           According to the tow rules which I have found

15 the only towers that are supposed to be bringing

16 evidence to the evidence garage are your police

17 authorized towers.  We are seeing that you're having

18 out of town, out of the city towers bringing evidence.

19 And we don't understand why that's happened.  And

20 that's something you'll have to look into.

21           For instance, today at 6:15 we had a towing

22 company from Warren, Michigan bring evidence to

23 7800 Dix.  That's a long way to come for evidence.  And

24 I've got a picture of it.  So that's a problem that

25 we're having.
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1           The second problem we have with the evidence

2 garage is that these Detroit Authorized Towers we're

3 used to for the last fifteen years dropping off their

4 tow and getting paid immediately by this man.  And

5 Mr. Ott always fronted the money when an evidence tow

6 was dropped off.  The problem is the City has not paid

7 him since February.  He can't front the money to the

8 other tow companies.  So then the other tow companies

9 call you and call the Chief and called everyone else

10 and say why am I'm not getting paid?  And now it looks

11 as Mr. Ott is the bad guy, which he isn't, because he's

12 not getting paid.

13           We want to continue to operate a very

14 successful evidence garage.  But we need this Board to

15 look into things.  We don't know why these things are

16 happening.  And if there's any other information you

17 need, I'm here like I will be every week.

18           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Commissioner White is

19 going to comment.

20           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you for

21 stepping -- through the Chair, since the Chief is

22 currently --

23           A.C. EWING:  That would be Inspector

24 Montgomery.

25           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Is the Inspector here?
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1           A.C. EWING:  No, he is not.

2           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  What I would ask, Madam

3 Chair, if appropriate is that maybe we can ask the

4 Inspector to the next meeting and this issue might be

5 addressed.

6           MR. BACHAND:  I'll be here.

7           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Next Thursday.

8           MR. BACHAND:  No problem.

9           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  And have some of the

10 things that you referenced or any other information

11 will be helpful to this Board, if you could present

12 that at that time.

13           MR. BACHAND:  Absolutely.  Thank you.

14           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Are there anymore

15 comments?  Are there anymore comments?

16           MS. SMITH:  Good evening.  Bernice Smith,

17 political activist.  I came tonight because of the fact

18 that Midtown is my home.  And any time Central comes to

19 any meeting I have to give them all the kudos in the

20 world because they good Officers.  All of them.  I'm

21 still fighting for their raise and to get their medical

22 back on ground, so.  But it's a good fight.  So I'm not

23 going to give up.

24           In the meantime, I would like to tell Deputy

25 Chief Tolbert he did a wonderful job with the rest of
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1 the Officers the other night.  They were, matter of

2 fact, met across the street from my house when I pulled

3 up and I saw all of the Officers from all forces.  And

4 I spoke with Tolbert and told him he did a good job out

5 there with the rest of them.  And I think we need a lot

6 Officers to give them a lot of praises.  And I just

7 truly tell them all the time whenever I see them be

8 careful out here because it's your life out here on the

9 front.

10           Now, after all those good words.  The young

11 lady that came up here and stated her discontentment

12 about the 300.  I'm one of the original 300s of the

13 women.  So my thing is I don't know what her problem

14 with the 300.  I'm not going to go into it.  But I know

15 there was problem with two ladies that cause themselves

16 suing the 300 because of the fact they were brought

17 into the Warwick Police Station without our knowledge

18 and Police had no business taking them in the garage

19 for one thing to question them about some robbery.

20           So that's where this all stems from as far as

21 I know.  And that's why the 300 relaxed a while and

22 didn't come out in neighborhoods because they wanted to

23 settle the court case because we're being sued.

24           In the meantime, with the two seniors that

25 was assaulted the other day we would not be silent any
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1 longer.  So, therefore, Angelo appealed again to the

2 300 and those that were interested in coming out so we

3 can help the Police.  Not overcome what they're doing.

4 We're only to there to help and get information.

5 Because previously there was rapist that raped a

6 93-yeah-old woman that started us in existence.  We got

7 information from the people in the street where they

8 didn't tell the Police.

9           And this is the main objective that we do is

10 get information from people who will not go to the

11 Police because for one reason or another they're scared

12 to talk to them.  So we get information.  Matter of

13 fact, we did get information in regards to the senior

14 women that were assaulted the other day.  So we

15 transferred that to the Police Department.

16           The Police is appreciative of our help.

17 We're not taking over the Police Department.  We're

18 only helping out as best we can.  If more people would

19 give information to the Police we wouldn't have as much

20 crime as we have out here and the Police wouldn't have

21 to suffer the way that they're suffering in regards to

22 trying to get out here and help the citizens get these

23 criminals off the street.

24           Because you know and I know highjacking is

25 on -- a rape that we can't go to gas stations anymore
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1 before -- we might fear we're going to be highjacked,

2 the cars.  I tell people all the time even when I see

3 them at gas stations, be careful when you get in your

4 car.  Lock your door.  You got your door locked?  So I

5 tell people this and I don't even know them.  So we

6 have to look out for each other and not feel as though

7 that we're interfering with the Police's job because

8 they're doing a hell of a of good job.

9           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Can you just kind of

10 talked about what happened to those members of 300?

11 How many was involved?

12           MS. SMITH:  There were only two that we did

13 not even know about.  Two men had taken it upon

14 themselves.  We didn't know anything about what they

15 were doing.  They knew person who was robbed the way I

16 understand it, and they were friends to this senior man

17 or whoever he was.  And the people next door we're

18 supposed to be neighbors and watching out for the man

19 and when they went to the house the two men that went

20 to the house and they claim that they were friends of

21 the man or whatever the case may be and these two women

22 who lived next door, whatever, they claimed that men

23 was trying to take things out of the house, whatever.

24           The problem that I have is, why didn't you

25 investigate what the men were doing?  Go to the police.
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1 Why you going to feel as thought the 300 had something

2 to do with it?

3           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  This was nothing that

4 was endorsed by 300?

5           MS. SMITH:  No, by no means.  You do not take

6 anybody to no police station and open the garage.  I

7 don't even know how come the Police Station opened the

8 garage door for them to come in there so they can

9 question the women.  That was out of order.

10           And I still maintain they had no business

11 going in the Police Station and going in the garage.

12 Who's going in the garage and have the door open and

13 then you going to question two people?  That's the

14 Police's job.  Not our job.

15           COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  They're no longer part

16 of 300?

17           MS. SMITH:  No, by no means.  But the fact is

18 they're suing the head people of the 300, so.  And

19 that's wrong, that's wrong.  We're out here to help and

20 maintain crime and get it under control.  So I don't

21 even understand the reasoning.  And why you want to

22 sue?  So to me it means you want money.  That's all I

23 can say.

24           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  We'll continue talking

25 about talk.



9/12/20139/12/2013

Page 56

1           MS. SMITH:  Oh, yes, we will.  It will be on

2 the air tomorrow because I will bring it on the station

3 tomorrow.

4           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All right.  Thank you.

5           MS. SMITH:  I thank you so much for listening

6 to me.

7           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Are there any more

8 comments?  If not, thank you, and we'll see you next

9 week.

10          (The hearing concluded at 7:56 p.m.)
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