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1                          Detroit, Michigan

2                          Thursday, September 5, 2013

3                          About 3:15 p.m.

4                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Good afternoon and

5      welcome to the Board of Police Commissioners meeting.

6      My name is Jessica Taylor, Commissioner Jessica Taylor.

7      And joining me is vice chair, Commissioner Donnell

8      White.  We are still waiting for Commissioner Warfield.

9      And also joining us is the Chief himself, James Craig.

10                CHIEF CRAIG:  How you all doing?

11                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  George, would you

12      introduce the rest of our staff, please?

13                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, Madame Chair.

14      For the record, George Anthony, secretary to the Board.

15      The staff includes Miss Pamela Davis-Drake, our chief

16      investigator seated in the front.  We also have

17      representing the police personnel bureau, Inspector

18      Lashinda Houser seated in front.  Our office manager is

19      Mr. Robert Brown to my right.  Miss Wendy Boer is from

20      Hanson Court Reporting Services, and she is recording

21      our proceedings.  And Officer Kent Cooper is in the back

22      recording electronically.  That completes the

23      introductions.

24                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  At this time, is the

25      Chaplain here, Chaplain Penson?
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1                CHAPLAIN PENSON:  May we all bow our heads in

2      a word of prayer?  Oh gracious, kind and wonderful

3      heavenly father, we come before you first and foremost

4      to say thank you.  Now we ask your blessings upon this

5      meeting, God.  We ask that you bless this Board, bless

6      this Department, God, because we know we are living in a

7      world that is forever changing, God.  But we know, God,

8      that you will bless us with the resources that we would

9      measure with the time.  So we ask your blessings upon us

10      once again.  In Jesus' name, amen.

11                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  We can't approve anything

12      today.  We don't have a quorum.  So, we are going to

13      move to the Chief's report.

14                CHIEF CRAIG:  Okay.  I'd like to -- if anybody

15      has any questions, I just want to talk about

16      year-to-date crime.  Year-to-date crime, overall,

17      violent crime is down 6 percent.  As it relates to

18      homicide, we are sitting at a 7 percent reduction in

19      homicide.  Property crime, we are down roughly 3

20      percent.  Correction, 2 percent.  And property crime or

21      property crime is down 3 percent, which is good news.

22                In terms of specific incidents, one of the

23      areas that we struggled with over the last month or so

24      had been shooting incidents.  However, we had reduced

25      the number, and we are now sitting just slightly at
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1      above 3 percent.  That concludes my remarks on crime.

2      And I certainly will take any questions that are asked.

3                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.  Are there any

4      questions?

5                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Chief, I'm sorry.  On the

6      part with the shootings, is that part of the part one

7      that you were saying were up or down 3 percent?

8                CHIEF CRAIG:  We are up on shooting incidents,

9      we are up slightly, just above 3 percent.

10                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Is that part one crime?

11                CHIEF CRAIG:  No, that's shootings.  Part one

12      crime is defined as violent and property crime.  And we

13      are actually down almost 3-1/2 percent.

14                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Okay.  Thank you, Madame

15      Chair.

16                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.  Since there is no

17      other questions, we can do announcements.  We have our

18      Thursday, September 12th, at 6:30 p.m., we will have our

19      community meeting at the Central District, Boy Scouts of

20      America at 1776 West Warren.  Again, that's Thursday,

21      September 12, at the Central District.

22                At this time, we will ask for oral

23      communications from the audience.

24                MS. PANNELL:  Good afternoon, Sharon Pannell.

25      I was just wondering about the HEAT program.  And my
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1      Second Precinct meeting is this Tuesday coming at 7:00.

2      And I was wondering if you could have somebody either

3      over there for some literature or --

4                CHIEF CRAIG:  Yes.  In fact, if we can make

5      sure that the Second Precinct commander -- and you want

6      to know information about HEAT?

7                MS. PANNELL:  Yes, the pamphlets and stuff

8      they pass out on the east side, if I could have some

9      ready for us so we can pass them out on the west side.

10                CHIEF CRAIG:  Absolutely.  Okay.

11                MS. PANNELL:  Thank you.

12                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Any other communications?

13                MR. WALID:  Good afternoon.  My name is Dawud

14      Walid.  I'm a resident of Detroit.  I'm also the

15      executive director of the Michigan chapter of CAIR, the

16      Council on American-Islamic Relations, a civil liberties

17      organization.  A couple of my constituents had

18      complained at Mohamed's Mosque off of Wyoming, 14880

19      Wyoming, that there were two teens, one 13 years old,

20      one 17, were talking and they were stopped and

21      questioned by the police and frisked.  One of them was

22      frisked until some of the brothers outside of the mosque

23      came and asked the police officers what they were doing.

24      And then the whole incident basically desisted at that

25      point, in which we will be writing a formal complaint.
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1                But I bring this up in terms of as a civil

2      rights activist and working with other clergy members

3      and civil rights organizations, you know, there are

4      concerns that what went out in the media about the so

5      called Stop and Frisk that was going on in New York,

6      that might be brought here.  And I think that it would

7      be useful for the trust between the community and law

8      enforcement that the logistics and perhaps the training

9      information that the Manhattan Institute is working with

10      the Detroit Police Department, if that could go ahead

11      and be released, I know the ACLU put in a FOIA request

12      for that information last week.  I think that for the

13      public trust, it would be best, Chief, if you could go

14      ahead and release this information so that we as

15      citizens can be assured --

16                MS. TAYLOR:  Can you just refer the

17      information to the Board?

18                MR. WALID:  We can be assured that this

19      Manhattan Institute that helped institute Stop and Frisk

20      in New York, that they are not doing similar training or

21      logistics under the name of so called search and

22      seizure.  Thank you.

23                CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you for your comments, and

24      I will respond, Madame Chair.  First and foremost, the

25      Detroit Police Department has not and will not adopt a
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1      Stop and Frisk model that you have read about in

2      New York.  Certainly, if there's any complaints or

3      individuals have felt that their rights have been

4      infringed upon, we have a complaint process.  And

5      certainly, if you would care to, certainly you can go to

6      the Office of the Chief Investigator or certainly bring

7      that matter to the attention of us and we'll have our

8      internal affairs investigate it.

9                You can leave your name and number, and we

10      will have someone contact you before you leave.  But in

11      terms of Stop and Frisk, I don't even like to use Stop

12      and Frisk because it has such a negative connotation.

13      But what I do -- I'd like to refer to it as

14      investigative stops.  And certainly, not all

15      investigative stops result in a search or a frisk.  They

16      just don't.  Sometimes police officers make

17      investigative stops.  It could be a traffic stop.

18      There's no frisk.  But if there's reasonable suspicion

19      that a pat down or frisk should be made, the officers

20      articulate that.

21                We are under a Consent Judgment.  And because

22      of that, part of our Consent Judgment strictly deals

23      with that area.  I or no one else will change that.  We

24      are under Consent Judgment.  So, I understand that the

25      Manhattan Institute made some reference to Stop and
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1      Frisk.  I should just advise you that Manhattan

2      Institute or the Bratton Group or any of the other

3      consultants working with the Detroit Police Department

4      are just that, consultants.  They advise.  They make

5      recommendations.

6                There has been no new training program

7      instituted in the Detroit Police Department in reference

8      to a Stop and Frisk model used by New York.  That has

9      not happened.  It will not happen.  And we have not

10      changed our policy.

11                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  I'm going to also ask,

12      Mr. Walid, if you would talk to our chief investigator.

13                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Madame Chair, I just want

14      to also go on the record, it's been a couple weeks that

15      we have talked about the need for a community

16      information surrounding this specific issue.  There was

17      some discussion about possibly using our September 12

18      date.  And so as a recommendation, that possibly we

19      could be in a position to share information with the

20      community and encourage particularly individuals like

21      brother Dawud Walid and other community representatives

22      who have the burden of sharing information throughout

23      the community, to come and be a part of a healthy

24      discussion to help disseminate some of the myths that

25      may be out there.
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1                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  George, have we

2      officially set that date?

3                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  For next week we can.

4                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  For the community

5      meeting?

6                CHIEF CRAIG:  I just want to also add that on

7      the 24th, it's the community command accountability

8      meeting that we have a CAN meeting.  That meeting's sole

9      focus will be on Stop and Frisk.  And we are preparing

10      and completing an executive summary that certainly will

11      explain some of the misunderstanding.  But, in fact, the

12      police department is adopting some of the language

13      that's consistent with the judge's ruling in New York.

14      I think his name is Shines.  But at that meeting, that

15      meeting will be a public meeting.  And we will be able

16      to articulate through our Executive Summary and during

17      that session any issues surrounding Stop and Frisk.

18                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Chief, what time is that

19      meeting for the record?

20                CHIEF CRAIG:  10:00 a.m.

21                MS. PANNELL:  Where?

22                CHIEF CRAIG:  It will be conducted here.

23                MR. WELBORNE:  Good afternoon.  My name is

24      Bill Welborne, president of City Wide.  I'm here to --

25      I'm trying to get a program started.  Now, maybe it will



9/5/20139/5/2013

Page 11

1      help and maybe not.  I'm not sure.  Since City Wide is

2      supposed to give all the information to the precincts,

3      I'm going to start a website that's going to have each

4      -- each president will have access to, where everybody

5      will have access to because lot of times things come up

6      after my meeting is over, and it's a whole month before

7      we can get back to these people again to get them

8      information.  And I can't make enough phone calls and

9      things like that.

10                So, what I would like to do, Chief, if you --

11      I know we got a meeting.  We supposed to have a meeting

12      scheduled for next month, some time next month.  I

13      talked to Sergeant Carey and Lieutenant -- what's his

14      name?

15                CHIEF CRAIG:  Roche.

16                MR. WELBORNE:  Roche, that's right.  I

17      can't think of his name.  But we are going to get

18      together, and we are going to work on some information

19      for you so you will be ready for us when we come down.

20                CHIEF CRAIG:  Okay.  I will look forward to

21      it.

22                MR. WELBORNE:  But I want to start this City

23      Wide website, everybody, where we can put all the

24      information on there so people can read this.  And

25      people who don't have access to a PC, I will find some
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1      other way to deal with this.  But I talked to Eastern

2      District last night, that meeting.  And they thought it

3      was a pretty good idea because I had lot of problems

4      over there.  And I finally got things straightened out

5      over there.  So, I just wanted to let you know about

6      that.

7                CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you.

8                CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Are there any more

9      comments?  Are there any more comments?  Okay.  I just

10      want to restate, the community meeting for

11      September 12th at the Central District.  We will have it

12      on the 12th at the Central District so you be aware of

13      that.  Are there any more?  Yes.  The date for the

14      public hearing at the Central District, George is

15      reminding me, it's the public hearing at the Central

16      District for September 12th.  And we talked about having

17      a meeting for the public.  So, that will be that meeting

18      at 6:30 at the Boy Scouts of America.  It's at 1776 West

19      Warren.

20                Well, if there's no other comments, we move

21      for adjournment.  We don't have a quorum.  Adjourned.

22                          (Proceedings concluded at 3:30 p.m.)

23

24

25



9/5/20139/5/2013

Page 13

1                      CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

2

3

4      STATE OF MICHIGAN        )

5                               ) SS

6      COUNTY OF MACOMB         )

7

8                          I HEREBY CERTIFY that I reported

9      stenographically the foregoing proceedings and testimony

10      under oath at the time and place hereinbefore set forth;

11      that thereafter the same was reduced to computer

12      transcription under my supervision; and that this is a

13      full, true, complete and correct transcription of said

14      proceedings.

15

16

17                          ______________________________

18                          Wendy A. Boer,

19                          CSR 3505

20

21

22

23

24

25
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