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Detroit, Michigan
Thursday, March 7, 2013
About 3:10 p.m.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Good afternoon, ladies
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and gentlemen. How is everybody doing this afternoon?

AUDIENCE: Good.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Welcome to the Board
of Police Commissioners Meeting. My name is Jerome
Warfield, Chairman of the Board of Police
Commissioners.

Serving with me today is Commissioner Donnell
White. We also have, representing the Chief's Office,
Assistant Chief White. Good to have you.

ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: And sitting at the
table also is the Board Secretary, Mr. George Anthony.

I am going to ask right now if Mr. Anthony
can introduce for you all the rest of our staff that's
here and present today.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY ANTHONY: Thank you,

Mr. Chair. For the record, George Anthony, Secretary
to the Board.

We have present Ms. Pamela Davis Drake, our

Uhief Onvestigator; Ms. Lolitha Porter Coleman, our

Director of Police Personnel; Attorney Celia Banks
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Washington, who is the [ttorney to the Board. We also
have Mr. Robert Brown, our office manager; Officer Dan
Donakowski, who is recording our proceedings, and new
to our meetings is Ms. Rhonda Foster from Hanson Court
Reporting Service.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Thank you,

Mr. Anthony.

At this time, I am going to ask that
Commissioner White would give us our invocation for
today's meeting, please.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Heavenly Father, we just
ask that you be a hedge of protection around the men
and women who have been called to serve this great
Department. We ask that you bless this meeting and all
those who are present. Bless those who have been
called to serve in this capacity. Bless those citizens
who go over and beyond their call of duty to be a part
of the solution. May we all come together on one
accord to serve your kingdom here on earth. We ask
these things in your name. Amen.

AUDIENCE: Amen.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Thank you,
Commissioner.

At this time, we are moving to standing

committee reports.
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Well, first of all, any presentation from the
Chief's office or any comments?

ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE: No, sir. I am happy
to be here. Good afternoon, everybody. It's a
negative report from the Chief's office.

CHATIRPERSON WARFIELD: Okay. Thank you, sir.

Mr. Anthony, anything?

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY ANTHONY: No, sir.
Nothing.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Okay. Ms. Washington,
do you have something for us, ma'am?

Uooodddd wASHINGTON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Celia
Washington, attorney for the Board.

There is a matter, a trial board —-- trial
board appeal matter that we have actually resolved, but
we do need to put on the record the charges, unless

there is an objection to that.
Attorney Stoller[?
MR. STOUBERL: No objection.
00000000 WASHINGTON: And Commander Serda?
COMMANDER SERDA: Yes, no objection.

00000000 WASHINGTON: This is in the disciplinary
appeal of Police Officer Shamar Woods, BPC number
12-002D, disciplinary number 110566, as it would relate

to Police Officer Shamar Woods, Badge 737. There were
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two counts.

Count one, divulging official confidential
information to anyone except the person for whom it is
intended or as directed by the commanding officer, or
under due process of law.

Count two, ignorance of rules or orders.

There was a trial board convened on June 21,
2012, to hear the charges filed against Officer Woods.

At that trial board hearing, the Department advocate

was Commander Jeff Romeo. Attorney Don Stolberl
represented Officer Woods.

In that decision, of the same day, June 21,
2012, the trial board accepted Officer Woods' guilty
plea as to both charges and specifications.

As a result, the trial board recommended a
penalty of a 25-day suspension for charge 1. And a
5-day suspension for charge 2, without pay and
benefits, to be served consecutively. So that was for
a total of 30 days.

That recommendation was adopted by the Chief
of Police August 2nd, 2012. The petitioner brought
forth an appeal under Article 9.

What we have been able to do with the

assistance of attorney Stolberl and Commander Serda, we

have been able to reach a settlement or a resolution.
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The Petitioner had proposed a 10-day
suspension. And, of course, as I said, the trial board
found a 30-day. We were able to arrive at a midpoint
of a 20-day suspension. And all parties are satisfied
with that.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Okay. Any questions
for counsel?

COMMISSIONER WHITE: I have none.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Thank you, ma'am, for
the report. Appreciate it.

You may want to stay there, please, ma'am.
Because we do have a suspension without pay matter that
we took up last week, and Commissioner White was not
here, so we wanted to get his weigh in on that
particular item, in order that it may go one way or the
other.

Sir, Mr. Anthony?

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY ANTHONY: Mr. Chair, last
week the Board considered the suspension without pay
recommendation from the Chief, regarding Police Officer
Tiniki Gibbs. And unless contravented by Commissioner
White, the suspension without pay recommendation was
had.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Hearing or seeing no

contravention, that suspension without pay will stand.
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00000000 WASHINGTON: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Thank you, ma'am.

There is no new business or old business.

Our next meeting will be held Thursday,

March the 14th, 2013, at 6:30 p.m., in the Central

District at the Boy Scouts of America. That's located

at 1776 West Warren, here in Detroit,

At this time, we will open
oral communications. If you wish to
of Police Commissioners, we ask that
podium in the center, that you state
your first and last name. And spell
recorder. And we ask that you would
two-minute time limit so that we can

people as possible.

Michigan.

up the floor for
address the Board
you come to the
for the record

it for our

abide by our

hear from as many

You may come at this time to the podium.

KATRICE ROBINSON: Good afternoon.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Good afternoon, ma'am.

KATRICE ROBINSON: I am Katrice,

K-a-t-r-i-c-e, Robinson. I am President of Midwest

Civic Council Block Club. And on behalf of them, I

would like to know —— we are still trying to pursue a

mini station, which we already have the location, but

we are trying to at least secure an officer for that

location. And I understand that you
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COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 OO

do have some



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

3/7/2013

Page 9

people that are being not promoted, but they have

graduated from the Academy. No? Is that incorrect?

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: I don't think so. But

keep —-— go ahead. Ask your question. I am sorry.

0000000 ROBINSON: Well, we would like to

have an officer assigned to that location. And we do

have some businesses that are forthcoming to put up $50

a week to assist in any services that you may need to

put a policeman station or an officer at that location.

CHATIRPERSON WARFIELD: Okay. Thank you,
Mrs. Robinson.

Assistant Chief?

ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE: Yes, through the
Chair, D.C. Turner, can you take care of that?

DEPUTY CHIEF TURNER: D.C. Melvin Turner,

Police Community Services. I will take care of this.
I will give her a card. I handle the mini stations,
SO...

KATRICE ROBINSON: Awesome. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Thank you.

Mrs. Robinson, please make sure you talk to
Deputy Chief Turner after the meeting.

KATRICE ROBINSON: I will. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Thank you, ma'am.

Good to see you.
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Next?

GREGORY ERRIGO: Good evening, Chief, Board.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Good evening, sir.

GREGORY ERRIGO: Gregory Errigo, E-r-r-i-g-o,
Michigan Auto Recovery.

The reason why I am here today, a couple
things. Number one, when the City of Detroit got —--
wanted to get into the scrap business or whatever,
taking our scrap, they said we were going to get paid
in 30 days. Then they said 60 days. At any rate, I
guess I've been doing it now for four months, just
about. Still haven't got a check yet. That's number
one.

And number two, I have -- due to the fact you
guys are in —- the City of Detroit is in the ABAN
business now, I have 18 abandoned boats sitting at the
property there, been there 10 years. I have all the
paperwork on them, I have the MC numbers on them. And
I want to get permission to bring them down, at $75 a
boat, to number one pound so you can process them.
Because we got them from the streets of the City of
Detroit, under our ABAN license. And they took all our
ABANs away, and I can't do nothing with them. So I
want to deliver them down to number one pound. If

permission is granted, it is $75 a boat, so you guys
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can process them and do whatever.
CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Thank you, Mr. Errigo.
Assistant Chief?
ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE: Through the Chair, I
am going to have to do some research on that.

Actually, Deputy Chief Ewing and I met on

this issue recently or discussed this issue. I won't
say we met. And there are a lot of unanswered
questions that I have about this new process. So I

don't want to, you know, go on record as saying you can
take your boats down to the new pound just yet. I am
not familiar with exactly how the process is going to
go. So if you can give me some time to follow-up, T
will look into it and get back to you.

THE WITNESS: Absolutely. I appreciate it.

I also got a ticket for them from the City of
Detroit for having them there. And they asked me, the
gentleman from the City who gave me the ticket, and my
attorney is handling this ticket now, he asked me
what's the deal with all these boats? I said, these

are abandoned boats given to us by the Police

Department. He says, well, you have to do something
with them. So I would appreciate if I can get an
answer back, Chief, or whatever. Pleasure. Just

welcome your phone call.
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ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE: No problem. I am
digesting a lot of data right now, getting a lot of
information and learning a lot about these new
processes that are in place. So give me a couple days.
I will get back to you.

GREGORY ERRIGO: If I can be of assistance to
you and answer a lot of your questions, I am sure that
we can have an enlightening sit-down and put you in the
direction hopefully to be in.

ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE: Thank you. I may
reach out to you. Thank you.

GREGORY ERRIGO: Thank you, sir.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Thank you, Mr. Errigo.

Are there others?

BERNICE SMITH: Good afternoon to the
Commissioner. Bernice Smith, political activist, and
to you, young man, the Chief, good to have you here
with us.

ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE: Thank you.

BERNICE SMITH: I was looking forward to the
present Chief because I did have a message for him.

In the meantime, this morning on our radio
program, we had Nolan Finley was one of the speakers.
And he made the most outrageous suggestion that we

get —— or the people of Detroit would recommend or
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suggest that Gary Brown be our Police Chief.

Well, you know naturally, I had to call in
and give my opinion on what I thought about Gary Brown
and his background. So I don't think you need to be
worried too much about too many people support him as a
Police Chief, but this is what's going on.

Now, I have no complaints about what the
police are doing because of the fact that you were
dismantled on the 4th, I understand; is that correct?
The gang squad and the technical squad?

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Assistant Chief?

ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE: Through the Chair,
the transfers did, in fact, go through, with regards to
gang squad.

BERNICE SMITH: Don't you think that due to
the fact that we are having an election, and I
understand that it was the Mayor and the Police Chief
that made these suggestions about disbanding —-- okay.
You don't have to answer that. I know. But I think it
is just horrible because I think that the people are
really crying out for the protection, and especially
the students, because we have heard them here
constantly and at the various meetings that we have
inside of 1300 and in the schools. So I feel as though

that they are really important in our lives. And I
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don't understand why the Mayor or the Chief would even
think of trying to disband those wvital entities as far
as the police is concerned. But I am going to fight
with them as far as that's concerned.

Now, Mr. Warfield, one last thing. You did a
marvelous job last meeting. I was not here, but I
heard about it. And you, White, went along with the
suggestions, so keep up the good work because we are
going to need you after this election because more
people are coming on board, and I do hope that you will
remain as Commissioners on the Board because we are
going to need you, especially me when I get on there.

But I thank you so much. Keep up the good
work.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Mother Smith, may I
ask you one question just for clarity?

BERNICE SMITH: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: You had referenced the
students that came and spoke at this meeting, and you
certainly attend most of our meetings.

BERNICE SMITH: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Do you recall just
approximately how many students? Do you think it was
one or two? Or do you think it was quite a few more

students that spoke up at our meetings than just two?
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BERNICE SMITH: It was over 10. 10 to 15, at
one particular meeting that we had up here. And then
they were outside picketing later on after we —-- that
was week before last.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: So you would say it
was several?

BERNICE SMITH: Yes, definitely. And at the
school also.

CHATIRPERSON WARFIELD: Oh, okay.

BERNICE SMITH: Are they going to make an
issue that it wasn't enough?

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: No, I just wanted to
be clear.

BERNICE SMITH: Oh, all right. It was on the
record that it was over 15 students in this room
two weeks ago.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Thank you, ma'am.

BERNICE SMITH: You're welcome.

CHATIRPERSON WARFIELD: Are there others who
wish to address the Board of Police Commissioners?

DEPUTY CHIEF TURNER: D.C. Turner. I just
want to remind everyone at 6:00 today, at the UAW Hall,
we have a graduation for our Reserves, and the public
is invited. It is on Henry Street south of Jefferson

at the UAW Hall.
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY ANTHONY: 6:00 or 7:00°7

DEPUTY CHIEF TURNER: 6:00 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY ANTHONY: Okay. Thank
you, sir.

SHARON PANNELL: Good afternoon, Board.

Sharon Pannell. I just wanted to say thank you to all
the police that helped the officer over at 2nd precinct
out, Officer Eric Ewing, I think that was his name, he
had a fire in his home, his wife has cancer, and he was
out of money. And he was wasn't even eating his own
meals until his family ate. And the police stepped up.
And I thought that was really nice.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Absolutely. Thank

you, Ms. Pannell.

ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE: Thank you.

TOM STIDHAM: Good morning, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Good afternoon.

TOM STIDHAM: Tom Stidham.

I just wanted to ask. I know that previously
the Department has said it was implementing its towing
changes in phases. And Assistant Chief, I just
wondered if you could give us some glimpse into what is
the next phase and the timetable for the implementation
of that.

ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE: As I indicated
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earlier, through the Chair, I am not at this time in a
position to give you a timeline. I really am in the
beginning stages of understanding this new process.
And I have got some questions myself that I will have
to meet with the Chief and get some answers on as
relates to the direction of the new towing practice.

I apologize. I just don't have the
information or am not in a position to answer your
question today. I just don't have enough information
to give you a solid answer.

TOM STIDHAM: I am not just talking about the
process with respect to abandoned vehicles and the
treatment of it, but also I know after the abandoned
vehicles, there is supposed to be some new programs oOr
phases coming into effect. And so I understand you
can't give me an idea about the time, or a timeline.
But I just wonder if you can just talk generally about
the next phase.

ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE: Well, if I spoke
generally, I would be speculating. I have heard what
you have heard, that there's supposed to be a protocol
in place, a strategic plan. But I have heard it from
many different sources. I have not seen anything in
writing. And I think it will be improper for me to

really speculate on exactly what the strategy is going
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to be, without reading it for myself and seeing the
appropriate signatures affixed to it, so —-

TOM STIDHAM: I can appreciate that. Can you
give us an idea, though, of how much revenue the new —-
at least from the ABAN side, is generated for the City?

ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE: Well, I certainly
can't talk numbers. And again, you know, I hate giving
you this bland answer, but until I see a document with
the right signatures affixed to it, you know, I can't
really speak with any degree of intellect as to what
the Department's position is going to be going forward.
I have heard much of what you have heard. I have heard
the rumors. I have even read some things that were
written, various locations, but I have not seen
anything from the Department or from the Mayor's Office
with regards to this new process.

TOM STIDHAM: Okay. And lastly, if you
indulge me one more question, with respect to the
municipal parking, I know they are I believe assuming a
function of the whole process, is who is the interface
or the person that -- from towers we can at least reach
out to contact to get some additional information?

ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE: Well, at this point
it might be me. And that's one of the discussions that

I am having. You know, you can take my name and number
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and give me a call, but right now, that's all the
information that I have.

TOM STIDHAM: Very well. Thank you, sir.
Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHATIRPERSON WARFIELD: Can you stay there one
second, Mr. Stidham, please.

First of all, thank you for all the good
inquiries.

I just want to remind certainly the
Department and the citizens that this Board is already
on record saying that we believe that the abandoned
vehicle plan that is in place is illegal, because it
violates the City tow rules, which the Mayor himself
has signed off on, and the former Chief of Police have
signed off on.

And according to the Detroit City Charter, in
order for new rules and new processes to take place as
relates to towing, it should come through this body.
And so any rules, procedures, new practices of towing
that do not come through this body according to the
Detroit City Charter, and until that goes away, we are
still under, and so I just want to just put that out
there for the record, that any plans to come through
really needs to come through this Board, through the

process that we did I think so successfully with
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everybody being on board with it, meaning members from
the towing community, from the Council's Office, from
law office, from the Clerk's office, I mean everyone
who needed to be in that process was there. You know,
personally, just as a member, not as a Chair, but just
as a member of the Board, I take exception to the fact
that there are plans being devised to come up with a
new towing procedure and it is not coming through the
proper channels.

Thank you, sir.

TOM STIDHAM: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Are there others?

RON SCOTT: Okay. Good afternoon.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Good afternoon,

Mr. Scott.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Name, for the
reporter.

RON SCOTT: Ron Scott. With the prospect
looming of an emergency manager, emergency financial
manager, I know you may have discussed this before, the
question looms in relationship to the Board and the
Charter, as to the way it fits. The way I read it, I
read it that this body should stand. That it was
created sort of in 1974, and subsequently validated via

impose and others that it should still exist. But if
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it does not exist, I would like to suggest that this
body go on record, in addition to whatever litigation
might proceed in relationship to appeal, that this body
go on record as stated, that public safety in this area
of the state of Michigan is part of the sovereignty, 1is
one of the principle elements of the U.S. Constitution,
and that it should have oversight of the people. And I
think this body should make a statement to that effect.
And that it should join with us and others in this
community who have been coming to these meetings for a
long period of time, that I have great disdain for
anyone who would take away the options that we have in
terms of determining our level of public safety and how
it is rendered at this particular point.

CHATIRPERSON WARFIELD: Are there others?

ANNA ROMANO: Good afternoon.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Good afternoon.

ANNA ROMANO: Anna Romano.

Commissioner Warfield, you had asked
regarding how many students who were here the other
day. There were 20 students, and the petitions I think
they turned in had approximately 400 signatures that
they had collected in the community.

CHATIRPERSON WARFIELD: Yes, ma'am.

ANNA ROMANO: So I know that you had asked.
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CHATRPERSON WARFIELD: Somebody needed to
know that number because I think a misrepresentation
was put out there. Thank you.

ANNA ROMANO: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON WARFIELD: Appreciate that.

BERNICE SMITH: If they come to the meetings,
they will know.

CHATIRPERSON WARFIELD: Any there others? Are
there others?

Hearing and seeing no others —-- are there
others? Hearing and seeing no others, we will close
that section of our meeting.

I will do my report right now. I just want
to thank the men and women of the City of Detroit.
Certainly we are in challenging times but we are up for
the challenge. And we thank you just for your
tenacity. And we thank you for hanging in there and
staying in there during these changes.

Again, I want to say thank to you all of our
officers.

I do have one of our staff persons is working
on a special project for our officers, and he is
reaching out to who commands now, and because we want
to help those officers who are struggling who are in

trouble financially as best as we can. And so when you
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get a call from our office, it is because we want to
help, and we want to try and see if we can do some
things on a major level, on a major scale, that will
help those officers who are living —-- especially living
here in the City of Detroit. And so just know that
this Board cares deeply about the public safety of the
City. We pray daily, especially now, that our young
people are safe in their schools, going to and coming
from schools. And that, you know, and that literally
there is a hedge of protection around this City.

So we thank you for your support. And we
thank you for coming out.

At this time, that will end our meeting
there. Unfortunately, we do not have a quorum today.
So we will end the meeting as a whole.

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. We will see
you next week at the Boy Scouts on Warren. Thank you.
Bye, bye.

(Proceedings concluded at 3:34 p.m.)
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
) SS

COUNTY OF ST. CLAIR )

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I reported
stenographically the foregoing proceedings and
testimony under oath at the time and place hereinbefore
set forth; that thereafter the same was reduced to
computer transcription under my supervision; and that
this is a full, true, complete and correct

transcription of said proceedings.

CSR 3612
Notary Public

My Commission Expires: 3-11-2015
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