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DETROIT BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

NORTHWESTERN DISTRICT EVENING MEETING

THURSDAY, MAY 10, 2012, 6:30 PM

22122 W. McNICHOLS ROAD

DETROIT, MICHIGAN
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Detroit, Michigan
Thursday, February 9, 2012

About 6:47 p.m.
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COMMISSIONER WHITE: Let me say good
evening, good evening, good evening. Let me
welcome you to the Board of Police Commissioners
meeting dated for Thursday, May 10, 2012.

My name is Commissioner Donnell White.
I have the pleasure of serving as Chairman for
the Board of Police Commissioners. Today I am
joined with my colleague, Commissioner Jessica
Taylor, and representing the staff for the Board
of Police Commissioners Executive Secretary to
the Board Mr. George Anthony.

Mr. Anthony, for the record can you
please introduce our staff?

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Thank you,

Mr. Chair. For the record, George Anthony,
Secretary to the Board. We have present attorney
Celia Banks Washington seated in the front. She
is our attorney to the Board. Ms. Dalph Watson,
our director of Police Personnel, also seated in
front.

Lt. Tim Leach who is the acting office

-— chief investigator from the Office of the

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 00




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

5/10/2012
Page

Chief Investigator's Office. We also have
Mr. Robert Brown seated to my right, Sgt. Alan
Quinn who will be recording our proceedings and
Mr. Dale Rose from Hanson Court Reporting
Service.

That completes the introduction.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you,
Mr. Secretary. Certainly we would like to note
the presence of Deputy Chief Benjamin Lee
representing the Office of the Chief. Thank you
for being here, DC.

At this time, we would ask that we have
our invocation from Ms. Dora Hatcher.

(INVOCATION WAS GIVEN.)

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you,
Ms. Hatcher. At this time I'm going to ask if
the founder of the 0ld Redford Academy Middle
School could join us for remarks and that's
Mr. Melvin E. Smith, the founder. Did he leave
out? We certainly will give Mr. Smith an
opportunity to greet us if he should come back
in.

As is customary when we meet within the
district we like to read through the roles and

responsibilities of the Board of Police
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Commissioners.

The Board of Police Commissioners was
created by City Charter July 1, 1974. 1It's
composition currently is a five-member board
appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by City
Council.

Commissioners serve five-year terms and
may not serve more than five years consecutively.
Commissioners meet once a week 52 weeks out of
the year and all meetings are open to the public.

The duties of the Board are to
establish rules and regulations in consultation
with the Chief and the approval of the Mayor, to
review and approve department budget, to review
and approve department promotions, to receive and
resolve complaints concerning the operation of
the police department, to serve as final
authority on imposition and/or review of
discipline of police department employees, to
appoint civilian personnel director and also to
prepare an annual report of department activities
for the public, the Mayor and City Council.

Its staff represents the Executive
Secretary who serves as Secretary to the Board

and attends all board meetings, a chief
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investigator and additional investigators and
other staff as necessary to provide support to
the Board.

The Police Commission considers 1itself
a liaison between the citizens of the city of
Detroit and the Detroit Police Department.

I'm going to table the reading -- the
motions on the approval of the agenda as well as
the minutes until such time a quorum is reached.
Mr. Secretary, is there a Secretary's report
today?

SECRETARY ANTHONY: ©No, sir.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Okay, and I'll
come back to our Chairperson's report, but Deputy
Chief, at this time we'll have our report from
the Northwestern District, please.

DEPUTY CHIEF LEE: Yes, we'll bring a
report, Commander Duane McKissic, if you could
make the introductions?

COMMANDER McKISSIC: Good evening. How
is everyone doing? Citizens of the great
Northwestern District. But -- and for today's
meeting the 8th Precinct and, Board, how you
doing this evening? Deputy Chief Lee,

executives, officers, citizens, everyone.
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We're here today to bring you a
presentation, to give you an overview of some of
the efforts of the Northwestern District, how we
do business here, how we interact with our
citizens. It will be done by Inspector Vicki
Yost who 1s the leader of the 8th Precinct on a
daily basis. She runs the daily operations.

Inspector Yost?

(APPLAUSE.)

INSP. YOST: Good evening, how are you?
Thank you for having us and thank you for coming
to the 8th Precinct. We enjoy it when you guys
get out and get to be involved with our
community. I'm very proud to represent the 8th
Precinct and, Sean, if you hit the slide, we'll
go ahead with our presentation.

The 8th Precinct is approximately 15.25
square miles. It is bounded by Five Points on
the west, Eight Mile on the north, the Lodge and
Schaefer on the east and Fenkell to the south.
Per the 2010 census data the precinct's
population is 92,836 which makes it the most
populus precinct in the city of Detroit.

The 8th Precinct is home to the

following public schools: six elementary schools,
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three middle schools and three high schools,
being Renaissance, Henry Ford and Jerry L. White.

Other community assets are
approximately 200 churches, 400 businesses and
seven nursing or senior citizen homes. We offer
a lot of community outreach at the precinct. Our
Community Relations officers do a good Jjob every
day. One of the things we do is we go to the
schools and we do the Ed Eagle Program that was
started in 1988. It's a gun safety program aimed
at kindergarten to third-graders and it basically
focuses on telling kids if they see a gun to
stop, don't touch, leave the area and tell an
adult. Simple instructions that is age
appropriate for what they're doing.

The other thing is is we do a free lot
giveaways in conjunction with Police Community
Services on average three times a year.

The youth programs include Cops Reading
to Kids. This 1s a pre-K and elementary school
program where officers actually go in and read to
kids ages from three to eight years old. We also
have Program Reality Check which I want to
actually take a little more time to discuss

today.
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It's aimed at kids six to 14. It's a
12-week program, military-based instruction aimed
at kids who are having difficulty with everyday
life situations. It focuses on educational,
social and behavioral obstacles that affects
those kids and it is an outlet to stop kids from
going into the juvenile Jjustice system and being
incorrigible.

Post 808 Law Enforcement Explorers,
that's them when they went to their prom. It's a
career-based program for kids who are doing well
in school who have an interest in law enforcement
so they can see what opportunities they can work
with us. They do some marching, they do some
stuff volunteering, they do a lot of events with
the Reserves and with us as well. They do wear
uniforms so they got kind of a taste of what it
would be like to be an officer.

We also have Operation Safe Passage.
That's something that is done I think pretty
city-wide and that's just an early morning
special attention is given to bus stops, school
routes that kids walk and the schools themselves
to ensure children's safety on their way to and

from school.
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(COMMISSIONER WARFIELD ARRIVES.)

We have a CB Patrol. Actually we have
seven active volunteer CB Patrol organizations
within the 8th Precinct. They're currently being
sponsored by a $350,000 federal grant promoting
citizen involvement in their community to reduce
-- to improve safety and reduce crime. The grant
provides for supplies such as placards, ads,
shirts, a training center, radios and other items
as approved by the grant.

The first quarter statistical
information I'm going to give you is Jjust some
arrest totals. The 8th Precinct had 286 felony
arrests, 212 misdemeanor and 28 juveniles
detained for felony-related crimes from January 1
to March 31 of this year.

Statistical information going on, guns
seized 81 handguns, 27 long guns for a total of
108 guns in the first quarter of this year. This
is a 35 percent increase over last year. And
something noteworthy also, in the last two weeks
-- 1if 108 seems like a lot to you, in the last
two weeks the 8th Precinct has removed 36 guns
from the street.

Calls for service, there was 7,428 in
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the first quarter of 2012, being broken down to
3,221 Priority 1 runs and 4,207 Priority Other.

April 26 to 28 the 8th and 6th
Precincts or the Northwestern District did a
joint initiative trying to aim at some sweeps
while the weather is turning. We tend to see an
increase in crime, so we put out a blitz which
was called Operation Spring Break. That resulted
in 14 felony arrests, 46 misdemeanor arrests,
eight guns recovered, 467 tickets, but I think
some of the quality of life issues here are going
to be more important, there's the 27 basketball
hoops that we impounded, the 56 abandoned
vehicles that we towed and the 260 illegal signs
we removed from the poles.

A lot of citizen complaints we get are
the illegal signs posted on the telephone poles,
so the officers went out with members of our
community and took about 260 of those down. And
we also recovered 10 stolen cars.

That's it; any questions?

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you,
Inspector. Commissioner Warfield?

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: I want to
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comment just a little bit on Reality Check before
you do. I know Officer Jeffrey Townsend and

Ms. Roland does an excellent job with that. I
know we had the program at our church for a while
and we've had several youth and parents through
the program and they give excellent results, so
just want to applaud Officer Townsend and the
outstanding work that he's done down through the
years on inspiring our youth and the parents,
because this is a youth and parent program, so
just outstanding work.

INSP. YOST: I will relay that to them,
thank you very much.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you,
Commissioner Warfield. Commissioner Taylor?

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: No questions.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you.
Inspector, I did have a question. For the
Operation Safe Passage, 1is that going to continue
through the summer school?

INSP. YOST: That will continue as long
as the schools are open, yes. If we have summer
programs in the schools, we will be doing the
same thing.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: And Operation
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Spring Break, can you recap that again, what
exactly is that program?

INSP. YOST: Basically as the weather
starts to break we tend to see an increase in
crime, so Inspector Thomas, Commander McKissic,
myself got together, put together a plan or
initiative to try to do kind of a spread or a
blitz where we increased police presence, we did
more proactive patrol, put a few more officers on
the street, moved some things around, and that
was to go -- actually more of those juvenile
misdemeanor arrests you'll see up there is from
what was on the news that weekend where the stuff
that happened in Southfield where they were
leaving the fair had started to bleed over into
Detroit.

Actually it was the officers who was
doing the Operation Spring Break along with our
regular officers on patrol that were able to
ensure that those kids were detained 1f it was
appropriate and ensure that nobody got hurt.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: And if you could
also, 27 basketball hoops impounded, how, why,
what --

INSP. YOST: Yeah, one of the big
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complaints from the community is that they'll put
the basketball hoops out on the public street and
when you try to pass with a car that you can't go
by and if you try to say something to them, that,
you know, they'll almost either look at you in
the threatening manner or actually take a
threatening stance.

Normally, we aim to go out -- our
Community Relations aims to go out and talk to
people, advise them of the law, that they cannot
be on a public street and if the problem persists
and they don't heed our warning, then we will
impound them consistent with the law.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you,
inspector.

INSP. YOST: Thank you for your time.

(APPLAUSE) .

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Deputy Chief Lee,
anything further?

DEPUTY CHIEF LEE: No.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you, sir.
At this time the Chair will entertain a motion
for the approval of the agenda dated for
Thursday, May the 10th, 2012.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Second.
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COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Support.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: I think that was a
motion and a support. Is there any discussion?
Seeing none, all those in favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Opposed? Thank
you very much. At this time the Chair will
entertain a motion for the approval of the
minutes of the Thursday, April 26, 2012 meeting.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: So moved.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Second.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Properly moved and
supported. Any discussion? Seeing none, all
those in favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Opposed? Thank
you. I would ask that we table -- I'm sorry,
there's also a second for the special hearing for
the April 26, 2012 as well. The Chair will
entertain a motion for the approval of those
minutes.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: So moved, sir.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Second.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: It's been properly

moved and supported. Any discussion? Seeing
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none, all those in favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Opposed? Thank
you. We will ask that we table the minutes as
they have not been provided to us, the minutes
for Thursday, May 3, 2012, but the Chair will
also entertain a motion for the minutes of
Thursday, May 9, 2012.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: So moved.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Support.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: It's been properly
moved and supported. Any discussion? Seeing
none, all those in favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Opposed? Thank
you very much. Are there any standing committee
reports? Seeing none, the Chair would ask if
Commissioner Taylor will lead us in the reading
of grant for request for permission to accept the
monetary donation from the Home Depot Foundation
for the Northwestern District Beautification
Program of the 8th and 6th Precincts Project.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: On May 2, 2012
the Home Depot Foundation informed the Detroit

Police Department Northwestern District of its
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intent to donate $24,000 with no cash match for
the Northwest District Beautification Program,
8th and 6th Precincts Project.

This donation will come in the form of
gift cards to purchase various items to improve
the district inside and out. Officer Tanda Roz
Owens of the 8th Precinct will serve as the
project director for the donation and organize
activities such as painting and installing
building tiles, light fixtures, cabinets and
carpets. There is no cost to the department for
this donation.

I'm requesting the Board's permission
to accept this donation and seek approval of the
Honorable City Council.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you,
Commissioner Taylor. Commissioners, as relates
to the request for permission to accept a
monetary donation from the Home Depot Foundation
for the Northwest District Beautification Program
of the 8th and 6th Precinct Project, what is your
pleasure?

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Sir, I move
that we honor the request of the department to

receive the funding.
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COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Support.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: It's been properly

moved and supported. Any discussion? Seeing
none, all those in favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Opposed? Thank
you very much.

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you.

Commissioner Taylor, I would ask if you will lead

us in the reading of the grant for permission to

accept a Project Safe Neighborhoods Grant from

the Detroit Community Justice Partnership (DCJP).

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: The Detroit
Police Department has been selected to receive
$35,076 in grant funding with no required match
from the Eastern District of Michigan Project
Safe neighborhoods Initiative to conduct border
operations within the cities of Detroit and
Dearborn targeting handgun-related crimes and
street gang activity by sharing wvital
intelligence and employing directed patrols.

The initiative has three goals: 1,
aggressively promote the message that all

firearm-related violent crime will be met with
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strict enforcement and swift and certain
punishment, encourage citizens to work with
local, state and federal law enforcement to
address firearm-related violent crime in their
community and, 3, promote gun safety in the
community.

The time period for the grant is May 1,
2012 through June 30, 2013. Sgt. Jason Sloan of
the Criminal Investigations Bureau will serve as
the project director for the grant.

The Detroit Community Justice
Partnership will serve as the fiscal agent for
the grant. The appropriation number for the
grant is 13550. 1I'm requesting the Board's
permission to accept this funding and seek
approval of the Honorable Detroit City Council.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Commissioners,
before us is a request for permission to accept a
Project Safe Neighborhoods Grant for the Detroit
Community Justice Partnership (DCJP).

What is your pleasure?

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Sir, I move
that we grant the department permission to accept
the funding and to seek the approval of the

Honorable Detroit City Council.
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COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Support.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: It's been properly
moved and supported. Any discussion?

Deputy Chief, I did have a question.

Is someone able to articulate when we mention to
conduct border operations, what exactly are we
speaking of?

DEPUTY CHIEF LEE: Through the Chair, I
believe that's the borders between Dearborn and
Detroit, so any activity that happens between
those two cities and I don't know if there's
somebody here -- Sgt. Sloan here?

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Good evening.

SGT. PAHOLSKI: Good evening. I'm Sgt.
Jeff Paholski.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Sergeant, if you
could articulate the -- when we mention the
border operations, what exactly are we speaking
of?

SGT. PAHOLSKI: It is -- Deputy Chief
Lee is correct by stating that it's the border we
share with Dearborn and the 6th Precinct.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Is that different
than what we would normally do in patrol

operations on the bordering street?
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SGT. PAHOLSKI: This would actually
have Dearborn officers participate with us in the
grant and working, you know, both sides of the
border.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you,
sergeant.

SGT. PAHOLSKI: You're welcome.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Any other
discussion? Seeing none, all those in favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Opposed? Thank
you very much. At this time I'm going to ask 1f
Commissioners Warfield will lead us in the
reading of a resolution honoring Mr. Austin Grout
-- am I saying that correctly -- Grout. Thank
you, Mr. Grout.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Mr. Grout,
would you join me at the mic, please.

Resolution honoring Mr. Austin Grout.

Mr. Austin Grout has worked in the
Northwestern District for over a year as a
devoted citizen and active member in this
community and

WHEREAS, Mr. Grout attended Central

Michigan University and received a bachelor's
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degree of science, he later furthered his
education in Wayne State University where he
received a master's degree in social work with an
emphasis in community practice and social action,
and

WHEREAS, Mr. Grout serves in many
capacities, he is a proud member of the National
Association of Social Workers, National Crime
Prevention Council and the Wayne State University
Alumni Association, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Grout's extensive
community involvement includes volunteering for
the Grandmont-Rosedale Development Corporation
and several other non-profit organizations
through the American Americorps Program and

WHEREAS, Mr. Grout is committed to
partnering with the Detroit Police Department and
serves as the crime prevention coordinator for
GRDC Mr. Grout moderates the GRDC Crime Alert
which serves to improve safety in the community.

In addition, Mr. Grout is actively
involved in a pilot project with the Northwestern
District, the Manhattan Institute, and Dr. George
Keeling which is aimed at applying the broken

windows theory to home invasions in the 6th and
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8th Precincts, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Grout in his action has
displayed true commitment to our community and to
the city of Detroit he is engaged in community
partnership that serves to improve the
Northwestern District one block at a time.

Mr. Grout is an example of how
partnerships are critical to community awareness
and growth.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the
Detroit Board of Police Commissioners speaking on
behalf of the police department and the citizens
of Detroit recognize and honor the community
spirit of Mr. Austin Grout. His commitment to
community service merits our highest regards.

We thank and congratulate you,

Mr. Austin Grout, on behalf of the Board of
Police Commissioners.

(APPLAUSE.)

DEPUTY CHIEF LEE: Mr. Austin Grout, on
behalf of the Chief of Police I present to you
Detroit Police Department Certificate of
Recognition. Reads:

In appreciation for the following

outstanding service and cooperation for your
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involvement in the community and services to the
City of Detroit supporting our efforts in the
community demonstrates spirit and commitment that
is truly worthy of recognition.

And it is signed by the Chief of
Police.

(APPLAUSE.)

INSP. YOST: The awards keep coming.
The Spirit of Detroit Award is from the City
Council is presented herewith as an expression of
the gratitude and esteem of the citizens of
Detroit to Mr. Austin Grout in recognition of
exceptional achievement, outstanding leadership
and dedication to improving the quality of life,
signed by all the members of the Detroit City
Council.

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Mr. Grout, 1if you
would, please, feel free to —--

MR. GROUT: I don't got much to say. I
just want to say thank you for nominating me.
Officer Childre, thank you for coming. Citizens
of Grandmont-Rosedale, I appreciate it and the
officers at the 6th and 8th, Inspector Yost,

Inspector Thomas, Commander McKissic, Officer
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Childre, Officer Gordon. I'm pretty sure that's
everybody. They make it a lot easier to do the
work that I do, so thank you.

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you. Again,
we certainly congratulate Mr. Grout on his
community spirit and his commitment to community
service within the Northwestern District.

Commissioners -- well, we'll table. We
have another resolution before us. I'll ask if
Commissioner Warfield will lead us in the
resolution honoring Mr. Michael Farrow.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Resolution
honoring Mr. Michael Farrow.

Mr. Michael Farrow has been a dedicated
and committed supporter of the Detroit
Northwestern District. His commitment to
business, service and leadership is exemplified
throughout the entire district and

WHEREAS, Mr. Farrow 1s a unsung hero
and stalwart in the Northwestern District and
surrounding communities and is the proud owner of
the Farrow Group, Inc Mr. Farrow's pledge to
service goes far beyond volunteering his service.

Mr. Farrow employs many citizens who
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live within the communities that he does business
with enabling them to support their families.
Mr. Farrow has gone beyond the call of employer
and has been a mentor, friend and counselor and

WHEREAS, Mr. Farrow believes community
involvement and engagement are the most powerful
tools that a participant can utilize to educate
residents about change. He attends city council
and school board meetings. He is an active
supporter of community focus groups such as
Detroit Green Task Force, Gleaners Community Food
Bank and Capuchin Soup Kitchen and

WHEREAS, Mr. Farrow is known for his
outreach efforts by donating his time and
providing financial support, he provides
scholarships, financial support, to high school
students and non-profit organizations such as
Girl Scouts of America. He is also known for his
efforts in assisting the Detroit Police
Department in a near tragedy that occurred on
December 14th, 2011 when a building collapsed on
two men trapping them underneath the rubble.

He volunteered his time and equipment
to clear the debris which made 1t safer for EMS

to retrieve their bodies. His giving spirit and
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vision for Detroit and its citizens is unmatched
and highly respected.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that
the Detroit Board of Police Commissioners
speaking on behalf of the citizens of the city of
Detroit and the Detroit Police Department
acknowledge the unmistakable spirit of community
service of Mr. Michael Farrow. His willingness
to volunteer his time and promote economic
stability has been an invaluable asset to the
Northwestern District and to the entire city.

We thank and congratulate you,

Mr. Michael Farrow, on behalf of the Detroit
Board of Police Commissioners.

(APPLAUSE.)

DEPUTY CHIEF LEE: Again, on behalf of
the Detroit Police Department on behalf of the
Chief we want to give to you the Certificate of
Recognition to Mr. Michael Farrow in appreciation
for the following outstanding service and
cooperation, for your involvement in the
community and services to the City of Detroit.

Supporting our efforts in the community
demonstrates spirit and commitment that is truly

worthy of recognition. Signed Ralph L. Godbee,
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Jr, Chief of Police.

(APPLAUSE.)

INSP. YOST: And again the Spirit
of Detroit Award presented by City Council 1is
presented herewith as an expression of the
gratitude and esteem of the citizens of Detroit
to Mr. Michael Farrow in recognition of
exceptional achievement, outstanding leadership
and dedication to improving the quality of life
and it's signed by all the council members,
Detroit City Council.

(APPLAUSE.)

MR. FARROW: I don't to thank you for
the recognition. It means a lot to me. Citizens
of Detroit, I'm Michael Farrow, a committed
citizen to this city. I'm trying to keep it
together here because -- excuse me -- I want to
thank you for your prayer. This city needs that
bad.

The reason I'm emotional 1is because I'm
so tired of Detroit getting a black eye. But the
reason I started the Farrow Group is to educate
and teach people a different skill. 1If you can't
make it in college, there is another way and

that's running heavy equipment or construction.
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I love this city. I was born and
raised in this city and I deeply love it, but I'm
so tired of black eying Detroit. 1It's -- and
we're so better than that. Yes, we have some bad
apples and we also have some bad politicians, but
at the end of the day we have to stand together
despite all of that and be a stronger people
together, black, white, green, it doesn't matter.

I can't stop saying enough I love the
city. The reason I started this company is to
able to give back and it's not for money, it's
not for profit all the time. You know, some
people say you're going to go out of business.
At the end of the day I don't worry about that.
If I can help someone, I'm helping them. But,
guess what, it's 14 years and I'm still here.

Despite all the wrong doings that
people do towards my company, I'm still here and
I love the city. So I want to thank the citizens
that's here and the police department. I'm an
owner that's in the street, in the trenches with
my team and my guys. I know what you guys go
through and I don't know if anyone else is really
paying attention, but I understand your job as

well as the fire department.
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You guys have a tough job and you're
underpaid to me.

(APPLAUSE.)

MR. FARROW: So with saying that, I
don't care what time of night it is, what day it
is, what holiday it is, I'm always here for the
City of Detroit Police Department as well as the
fire department and other agencies I work with as
well as the ATF. I want to say thank you again.

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER WHITE: And certainly
again to Mr. Michael Farrow for -- again to
Mr. Michael Farrow for his spirit of volunteerism
and his promotion of economic stability within
the Northwestern District. We certainly
congratulate you and admire his work within the
Northwestern District.

Commissioners, before us are two
resolutions, a resolution honoring Mr. Austin
Grout. Is there a motion for adoption?

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Sir, I move
that we adopt the resolution honoring Mr. Austin
Grout and that that resolution be a part of our
permanent archives.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Support.
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COMMISSIONER WHITE: It's been properly
moved and supported. Any discussion? Seeing
none, all those in favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Opposed? Thank
you very much. Commissioners, before us is a
resolution honoring Mr. Michael Farrow.

Is there a motion for adoption?

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Sir, I move
that we adopt the resolution honoring Mr. Michael
Farrow and that resolution be a part of our
permanent archives.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Second.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: It's been properly
moved and supported. Any discussion? Seeing
none, all those in favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Opposed? Thank
you very much. Is Lt. Christopher Vintevoghel
here? He's not here. We will read this into the
record.

There's a resolution honoring the
retiring of Lt. Christopher Vintevoghel.

Mr. Christopher Vintevoghel was

appointed to the Detroit Police Department on
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October 14, 1985, upon successfully graduating
from the Detroit Metropolitan Police Academy. He
began his lifelong public service career at
Special Events and.

WHEREAS, Officer Ventevoghel's
assignments with the Detroit Police Department
included 1lst Precinct, Vice Section, 7th Precinct
Public Housing Unit and the Tactical Services
Section Officer Ventevoghel excelled in these
departments and was well known for his unique
crime fighting approach and

WHEREAS, Officer Ventevoghel
displayed tremendous knowledge and leadership
skills as a police officer and was promoted to
the rank of investigator on October 3, 1995 as
investigator where he served in the Homicide
Section.

I'm going to submit this for the
record, but I'm going to fast forward to the
therefore be it resolved clause for the purpose
of time this evening, but we will enter this
entire resolution into the record.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the
Detroit Board of Police Commissioners speaking on

behalf of the citizens of the great city of
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Detroit recognize and honor the lifelong
contributions and commitment to excellence in
public service of Lt. Christopher Ventevoghel for
his display of courage and unwavering community
spirit has improved the quality of life for the
citizens of Detroit.

We wish you all the best in your future
endeavors. We thank and congratulate you,

Lt. Christopher Ventevoghel, signed the Board of
Police Commissioners adopted this day -- I'm
sorry, this was a previous resolution adopted May
3, 2012.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Sir, I move
adoption of the resolution.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Second.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: It's been properly
moved and supported. Any discussion? Seeing
none, all those in favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Opposed? Thank
you very much. Earlier I mentioned I would
reserve my remarks to later in the meeting, and
I'm actually going to table the Chairperson's
report until our next meeting next Thursday.

At this time we ask that we have our
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announcements which is our next meeting which
will be held Thursday, May 17, 2012 at 3 PM at
the police headquarters, 1300 Beaubien, Room
328-A. Again, that's next Thursday at 3 PM.

I don't believe we have any further
announcements, so at this time we will have our
oral communications from the audience.

If you wish to address the Board of
Police Commissioners, we would ask that you come
forward, please clearly state your first and last
name and spell it for the purposes of the record.

COMMANDER McKISSIC: Duane McKissic,
commander of the Northwestern District. I'm
coming before you again because I wanted to -- I
failed to mention some of the hard-working
members. We have Inspector Thomas over there
from the 6th Precinct who does a good job working
in connection with 8. We have Officer
Childre-Sims over there. We have Officer Ross
Owens over there. We have Linda Groves that
helps us over there. We have Lt. Ackerson over
in plainclothes over there. I think that's about
everybody, but also I'd like to introduce you to
some key members who are helping us place forward

the program for the beautification project of our
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command.

We have Marty Zonk, the store manager
of Home Depot; Mark Green, assistant manager of
Home Depot. That's the Home Depot on Livernois
and Seven Mile and we have Chris Gilbert,
regional prosite and I would be really remiss if
I did not have Officer Roz Owens also approach
the microphone just to give a quick overview of
the operation, if it's all right with you. It
will be within two minutes, sir.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Please do.

MR. ZONK: 1It's our honor and privilege
on behalf of --

COMMISSIONER WHITE: And I apologize.
For the record, if I could get you to state your
name, please.

MR. ZONK: Marty Zonk, represent the
Home Depot Foundation, and I was just saying it's
our honor, our privilege to be able to help the
community and police at the 6th Precinct doing
what we're doing. I think it's a very worthy
cause, most deserving. Thank you very much.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you,
absolutely.

(APPLAUSE.)
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OFFICER OWENS: Officer Roz Owens, good

evening everyone. I'm just going to present
these hats to the key players in the
beautification program. This is my partner,
Coleman.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: What does your hat
say there?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Good afternoon, "The
Great Northwestern District".

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER WHITE: We certainly thank
the Home Depot family and all of their efforts in
working with the Northwestern District and
certainly we're appreciative to the men and women
of the Northwestern District and if we could just
get all of you to please stand so we can
acknowledge al of us, all of our officers from
the Northwestern District, please stand.

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you very
much, thank you commander. Are there any other

oral communication?

MS. HATCHER: -- to God, to the Board,
to all of you here. I've missed you all. That's
all T want to say. You know I'm working part
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time now, but I missed you.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: And Ms. Dora
Hatcher, just again for the record, if you could
state your name.

MS. HATCHER: I'm sorry, that's my
name, Dora Hatcher, Rev. Hatcher. I have really
missed the meetings and I have missed you all and
I want you to know that I always tell all of my
officers that I love them because we never know
what's going to happen. And be blessed, and one
of my prayer, to all of us to be blessed. Thank
you.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you.

(APPLAUSE.)

MS. WESLEY: Good evening. My name is
Wendell Wesley and I'm here on behalf of a
citizen that resides at 482 -- in the 49205 --

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: No address.

MR. HATCHER: That's the zip code. The
48205 zip code. On May 8 about 4 o'clock in the
morning this resident called 9-1-1 because her
dog kept barking. So she looked out the window
and she saw about two or three men stealing a
fence. She called, they told her that there had

been at least three people that had called prior
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to her, they were sending someone out.

About 15 or 20 minutes later the
resident called back. The people in this truck
moved over to this abandoned building that used
to be, she said, a nursery or daycare and prior
to that it used to be some type of clinic, and
they began taking -- removing things from this
building.

She called back and they told her,
well, we're going to send somebody out. She said
I called 15 or 20 minutes ago and I was told that
you all were going to send somebody out and these
guys are still here. She says the problem that I
have is that the fencing was very close to her
home.

She said, what am I supposed to do at 4
o'clock, 4:20 in the morning. My husband is at
work. And what if they want to come in my house
and I'm calling for help. The 9-1-1 operator she
said -- she was very polite, she listened, but
really did not respond.

She couldn't come to this meeting. She
asked that if I could bring this information
before you all on her behalf and I told her that

I would. She does not understand why and she
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said for at least until maybe about 6 or 7'ish

she said nobody came through there, and she has a

concern about that and she wanted to get a

response to that.

that.

Leach,

received a --

So who would I see?

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you for

I'm going to ask 1f you could see Lt.

if she believes that she may have not

I'm not sure, 1if I heard you

correctly someone did show up from the

department?

were

MS. WESLEY:

Did not.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Did not show up.

MS. WESLEY:

No. The gentlemen that

-— that stole the fence and that entered

that vacant building took items from the

building,

they got away.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Okay, so if she

believes that she had a call for service and no

one showed up,

that's one issue that I would like

you to speak with the lieutenant for. There's a

number of factors,

I'm sure, that will play out

in that, but we'll be happy to take that

information and see if we can look further into

that.

Deputy Chief, would you like to add

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely

COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO

313-567-8100



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

5/10/2012
Page 40
anything to that?

DEPUTY CHIEF LEE: Yes. I thank you
for coming on behalf of your neighbor,

Ms. Wesley. I believe -- is that going to be
Eastern District or Northeast District, 4820572

Eastern? Who's here from Eastern? See
-— take the information for me, Commander
McKissic, and then we'll look into it for you.

MS. WESLEY: All right, thank you.

DEPUTY CHIEF LEE: You're welcome.

MS. McCANTS: Good afternoon. My name
is Yolanda McCants and I would just like to say
to this board thank you, Commissioner Warfield,
for your endeavor today in what you did as far as
us as citizens whether or not we would like for
our taxes to be raised or be responsible for more
funds coming into the police department.

Obviously people who sit behind a desk
who are not out in the trenches does not
understand exactly what goes on out here in the
streets, what these officers need and what we are
asking them to do.

We are asking them to have more visual
officers so that when we do call for service, we

can have them and having more working and legible
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cars and I have been a firm fighter for putting
things that officers need back into the
department.

So thank you very much.

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Good evening.

MS. SMITH: Good evening. I'm used to
the podium, I see we don't have it here, but
that's all right. Bernice Smith, political
activist. To the Board, Deputy Chief, good
seeing you. I heard you the other day.

What I want to ask, the Chief was
questioned about it on the radio show. You have
cars that are being leased from the year '03,
2003, and they're still -- they were supposed to
be brought in in 2005. They are still out on the
street over 100 some miles on them. What kind of
condition do you think that they're in at this
late date?

Also I would like to know -- the Chief
said he wasn't involved in it at that particular
time because it wasn't in his are, but then we
later found out that he was manager -- he was
involved with the Management Department, so he

was in there in that respect, but I want to know
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-- Brown, why you do this to me?

I want to know what is going to happen
with these cars? Are they dangerous for the
police department to be driving and riding in
them? When you lease a car, you have a certain
length of time to turn the cars in, so why are
the cars still out on the car. There's over 100
of them that are still out on the street and I
would like to know why we still have the cars out
on the street and there's nothing being done
about them.

I understand we have no money to trade
them in because Trader Ray will not accept them
because of the fact that we don't have any money
to pay for 100 more cars. So what is going to
happen as far as one of these officers get hurt
with a car broken down or whatever the case may
be. And then you're paying still the fee for the
cars and you got late fee on them also that's
been tacked on there. See, I lease my car so I
know once I get the time over, I have to turn it
back in and then they do get you when you go over
the mileage.

Now, can you imagine how many mileage

that these cars have gone over? Come on guys, we
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got to do better than this. Money is being spent
unnecessary and this is in the millions, so we
have to do better than this and the Commission, I
wish you would investigate this also and see
what's going on, why we can't get rid of these
cars that have been over -- overdue in taking
them back in.

I thank you for your time.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you,

Ms. Smith.

MS. PANNELL: Good evening, Sharon
Pannell.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: To date, the Board
has not been provided or have we requested any
information in that regard, but we will in the
immediate future. At such time we will reserve
comment for that.

MS. SMITH: Excuse me.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: We'll reserve
comment until such time we receive --

MS. SMITH: Did you find an answer?

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Deputy Chief, is
there anything you wish to add to that?

DEPUTY CHIEF LEE: Just that the actual

process started in 2010 to actually secure the
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new cars. We have to have cars to drive in now
to perform our operations and therefore we have
to keep those cars right now.

The dealership was not able to provide
the new cars when we got approval in 2011 to
actually purchase the cars. When it was time to
deliver the cars, he was unable to deliver all of
the cars and then that's how the dilemma started.

And we're actually paying -- it's an
average of $545 per car. Under the new lease it
would have been $625. We don't have the late
fees. All of that was not tacked on our lease.
We don't have a normal lease than you would have
as a ciltizen.

MS. SMITH: Are you saying the mileage?

DEPUTY CHIEF LEE: No, we don't have to
pay for mileage. The mileage -- we had extra
mileage on those cars, so we haven't gone over
them. We've put a lot of miles on the car, but
we don't have to pay for the mileage.

MS. SMITH: Oh, that's good. All
right, thank you.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Good evening.

MS. PANNELL: Good evening. My name is

Sharon Pannell. I Jjust wanted to say how well of

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 00




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

5/10/2012
Page 45

a time I had this morning at the crime prevention
that Mr. McKissic and his team put on over at
Henry Ford. It was excellent and all of them did
a great job.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you,
Ms. Pannell. Any other communications?

MR. STIDHAM: Good morning, Board,
Deputy Chief. Thomas Stidham. I'm here today --
well, I have two comments. First I'm here on
behalf of Muscat Towing, LLC and over the last
six weeks or so I'm been working with the Board
to acquire some documents that have come to my
attention that someone had raised a question
about some issues related to Muscat Towing.

And so I'm confident I'll work with the
Board to get those documents, but the issue that
I have is I would like to know the identity of
the individual or persons that submit this
information which we believe is false to the
Detroit Board or how the Board acquired this
information. I think that's only fair in the
interest of fairness and complete transparency in
the process.

My second comment —-- my second comment

is there was a meeting I know this Board is aware
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of with all the towers on May 9th and -- I'm
sorry, with all the towers and the police
Management Services staff.

One of the issues that arose out of
that was a discussion about the release -- the
proper release of an automobile and it was clear
from that discussion that both the police and the
towers need some clearly defined written
standards because people are operating under
different rules, different scenarios, and it's
causing quite a lot of confusion and chaos quite
frankly amongst both the towers and the citizens.

So I would certainly ask the Board to
intervene on that endeavor and seek to clarify
the rules or some directives with respect to
that.

Lastly, I'd just ask -- like to know or
ask the Board is there any idea when the proposed
vote on the new rules will take place or occur.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Are you talking
about -- I believe your first question centered
around a meeting on May 9th.

MR. STIDHAM: My first question was
related to Muscat Towing. My second question was

there was a meeting on May 9th, yesterday.
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COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: For the Muscat

information, we got that information from
Management Services. I actually looked through
my files this morning and my desk at home is just
like literally stacks of paper and so if you give
me another week, I'm sure I can locate my copies,
but they were through Management Services 1is
where I got them, and so I cannot remember whose
name is on the document, but as soon as I locate
them --

MR. STIDHAM: Well, the reason I raised
that, Commissioners, is there -- and I can ask
Management Services because they told me a long
time ago they couldn't -- they weren't certain
the source, but I will say this. I want the
Commissioners to be aware there has been a
pattern of people or individuals submitting
documents to either Management Services or this
Board and attributing facts that aren't entirely
accurate and true about certain companies, and I
believe Muscat I'm here to tell you is one of
them.

And so I want to clarify the record,
that's the only purpose I'm asking.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Sure, but as
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soon as I find that out, I'll give it to you.

MR. STIDHAM: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: But I did look
this morning.

MR. STIDHAM: As far as the meeting is
concerned, Commissioner, Mr. Chair, all what I
would ask is this Board intervene if the Board
isn't aware of the meeting or what occurred,
certainly Management Services staff can -- I can
probably give you some additional information.

COMMISSTIONER WHITE: I'm not aware of a
meeting, and I'm not sure i1f I need to be made
aware of a meeting. Deputy Chief, are there
meetings going on between towers and Management
Services that you're aware of or is that normal
course of business or that that meeting will be
convened that day?

DEPUTY CHIEF LEE: I don't know exactly
how the meeting -- through the Chair -- how it
was convened. I do know that they met yesterday
and I believe it was regarding the new signage
that they wanted to introduce everybody to the
new signage that was required by the new rules,
and I believe that's what that meeting was about.

I don't know if Commander Serta is
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aware.

MR. STIDHAM: There was a whole host of
items and topics that were addressed.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Deputy Chief,
would that meeting have been open to all towers?

DEPUTY CHIEF LEE: Through the Chair,
yeah, that would have been open through the --
for all of the towers, especially if it was to
explain and introduce the new signage that's
required.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: And that was
across the entire city?

DEPUTY CHIEF LEE: All the authorized
towers.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: So Thomas, to
answer your question, this Board certainly is not
engaged into every detail of the handling of
towers with Management Services Bureau, but it's
certainly their prerogative to meet with towers
as needed.

MR. STIDHAM: But it's a big issue that
dovetails with part of the rules that have been
written, so —--

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Certainly, and if

there's some ambiguity as relates to certain
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aspects of the rules, the Board would be happy
to, where necessary, again to go through really
what we're going through at this point to add
clarity where there is ambiguity --

MR. STIDHAM: And that's all we're
asking.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: -- of the rules.

MR. STIDHAM: That's all we're asking
for.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Sir, sure.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Didn't know
about the meeting about towing, especially as
relates to the rules. And if there are
interpretations of the rules I mean at least this
Board should be advised prior to those meetings
taking place so that if we want to attend and
have a staff person there we could have a staff
person there for further clarification.

So could you give me some information.
Who called the meeting or who invited you to the
meeting?

MR. STIDHAM: It was Management
Services invited all police-authorized towers,
all current police-authorized towers, to the

meeting to address, as the Chief said, the
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signage as well as they had a whole agenda and it
was Wednesday in the Southwest District from 11
to 2.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Sir, through
the Chair, is it possible that we can get a copy
of the agenda?

MR. STIDHAM: We'll certainly --

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Were there
minutes kept of that meeting?

MR. STIDHAM: I don't know,
Commissioner, if there were minutes kept by the
police, but certainly we can furnish you with the
letter and the agenda.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: And if I could,
Commissioner, I believe it was said that
Commander Serta might be able to add some clarity
to what transpired, so we invite Commander Serta
to the microphone, please.

COMMANDER SERTA: Commander Serta
from Management Services Bureau. The meeting was
held at the Southwest District. We invited all
authorized police towers. It was really kind of
an inform meeting and it's one we hope to do on a
regular basis to open channels of communication

with all the towers.
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We weren't talking about new rules or
anything like that. It was just standard
procedural issues, so, you know, we weren't
trying to have a meeting where we're discussing
the rules you all are getting ready to adopt. It
had nothing to do with that. It was just
standard procedural stuff and it's something we

hope to do probably quarterly or something like

that.

So that's all the meeting was. It was
informal, it wasn't -- it wasn't anything that
needed the Board to be there or, you know -- I

mean, in the future we'll make sure you get
notified and you're certainly welcome to attend,
but it didn't have anything to do with the new
rules or anything that's in your purview.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: And for the
record, commander, all police-authorized towers
were invited to participate?

COMMANDER SERTA: That's correct and
there was a pretty good turn-out. I wasn't able
to stay for the entire meeting because it was
scheduled from like 11 to 1 or 2 and I had
another obligation, but Lt. Adams and Roland

Clark were there the entire time and exchanged
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information with the towers.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Commissioner
Warfield?

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank vyou,
Mr. Chair. Commander Serta, obviously the towing
community 1is a very small community and obviously

they have excellent communication channels as you
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well know.

COMMANDER SERTA: Right.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Certainly I was
made aware about that meeting today and some of
the topics or some of the things that were
discussed at that meeting were outside the bounds
of our rules and regulations, and so that's why I
would really like to know the detail what was
said by Lt. Adams, Roland Clark or whoever else
was there representing the department because
from the report that I received, there were
several statements that were made that were not
coinciding with the rules and regulations that
are currently in place.

And if that was the place -- I'm just
saying that was one of the reports I received --
if that was the case it raises a great deal of

concern to me that there i1s an effort to make
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supplemental rules to the rules that are already
in place right now. I'm just telling you I've
heard from several sources that that was the
case.

So, again, if somebody there can
provide me an answer, maybe we can get several
reports from towers, that would be very helpful
for me to understand to get more than just two
sides of that opinion. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you,
commander.

COMMANDER SERTA: Sure, no problem.

MR. STIDHAM: If you're asking if I
have the agenda, I don't have it with me. I can
get a copy.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you,
commander.

MR. STIDHAM: And lastly, Mr. Chair, I
was just wondering about a potential or possible
date, future date, for the voting on the rules,
if there was any -- if anything had been set.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: No date has
been set yet, Tom, but there is still
deliberation over all comments and communications

that have been shared with the Board, but we
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certainly will give ample notification prior to
any discussion so that everybody has an
opportunity to participate.

MR. STIDHAM: And as a follow-up to
that, Mr. Chair, will the Board still receive
additional comments if we have them in writing?

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Absolutely.

MR. STIDHAM: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you. Any
other communications?

MR. FOSTER: Good afternoon, Barry
Foster, one of the owners of Allied JBS Towing.
I'm going to need a little bit more time,

Mr. Brown, than two minutes. I have a couple of
serious issues that I want to address the Board
and I Jjust want to ask the Board for the
permission to do so before I get started.

I probably need about four minutes of
the time.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Just try to get it
to two and then we'll go and let you —--

MR. FOSTER: Okay. I got some serious
issues with being a business owner in the city of
Detroit and currently a resident of the city of

Detroit with the Detroit police-authorized towing
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information. I Jjust want to first commend the
department for literally getting a sign to post
in the tow yards. I think that is very much well
needed. But there is some concerns that I do
have with this actual posting of this sign.

For one, the first issue that I have a
problem with that was actually mentioned at this
meeting yesterday is the redemption of vehicles,
actually the proper way to release a vehicle to
an owner. Currently on this poster it tells us
that we're supposed to release the vehicle to an
owner if they possess a title or current
registration and a valid picture ID.

That's not enough clarification for us
in how we do business. We were told that, first
of all, the state law requires anyone operating a
motor vehicle in the state of Michigan to have a
driver's license and also he's supposed to have
valid insurance on the vehicle to operate a motor
vehicle on the current highways in the state of
Michigan.

My reason that I have right now with
this poster, the department or the Board,
whoever, is telling us, the tow operators, to

release vehicles to individuals who don't

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 00




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

5/10/2012
Page 57

currently have a valid driver's license, they can
come in our tow yards with a picture ID, a school
ID, was even mentioned they could have a Sam's
Club card and a title or a registration and drive
their vehicle out of the lots.

To me, that is putting the citizens in
danger, the police officers and the community at
large and the City of Detroit, the name Detroit.
We're telling our youngsters, you're telling our
citizens or the community that it's okay to drive
a vehicle in Detroit without a license.

I don't agree with that. I agree --
but my problem with that is, i1if you have
someone's vehicle being impounded, I get calls
from officers all the time literally asking us
did you just release that car. Well, under the
new rules that's in place that I'm asking the
Board to look at this and amend this for the
towers, we got officers that impound vehicles and
literally the vehicle -- the reason that the
vehicle is impounded is because the person does
not have a driver's license. When we get to the
tow yard, my drivers come to the yard, I have the
individuals following the tow truck and they're

coming with their title which is not in their
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name, with their school ID and they're saying
give me my vehicle back, because they know that
this policy is in place.

We have no choice but to release this
vehicle back to these individual owners and give
it to them with a high school ID, don't have a
driver's license, don't have a state ID or
anything and we're told to give it back to them
and not only give it back to them, let them drive
it out of our impound yard.

A solution to that -- that I have to
this is if you're coming to pick up your vehicle
from the impound yard, you should have a valid
driver's license and a valid registration and a
valid proof of insurance. Then you can drive
your vehicle out of the lot, we don't have any
problems with that, once we verify insurance.

Now, with them literally telling us
that we have to release this vehicle, I literally
think this is unfair and it's unsafe. I wish
that the Board would literally hear us and help
us change this policy where if you don't have a
valid driver's license, registration and proof of
insurance, you cannot drive your vehicle out.

We are the only city in the state of
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Michigan that literally allows this, the impound
yvards. I've called 20 different impound yards
that I know that own different impound yards out
of the city and it's zero tolerance for that. So
to me we're just telling everything that it's
okay to come to the city of Detroit, drive a
vehicle without a license, it's okay, you're
going to get it back with just a title and ID.

To me, that's not fair to us as a
community as a whole and it blackens the eye of
Detroit again. I'm a business owner in the city,
I love the city, I grew up and raised in the
city, went to Detroit Public Schools, moved out
of the city. I just recently bought a home in
the city and moved my family back to the city.

So you're telling me that this is the
way that we literally have to --

(APPLAUSE.)

-—- show my son and my daughter that's
growing up that this is okay in the city of
Detroit to be able to drive without a license.
That's one of the reasons that we have high
insurance rates, because everyone in the city is
driving without a license.

Well, if the police department -- and
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I've been told that we're not the police. I
understand that. But we are, quote unquote, a
police impound yard. So when you come to the
police impound yard, you should have your
credentials and proper documents to drive your
vehicle out of the yard.

My next issue that I have is on this
actually posting sign that we have to have posted
in our lobbies. The department is telling us
that we need to have our insurance broker name
and number on there. I have a problem with that.

If we have a customer that comes in the
yvard to pick up their vehicle and if we've
damaged -- I have a major problem with us listing
insurance company and numbers. For the one
reason that is, if I have a customer that comes
in to pick up their car and they're mad with the
police for towing their car. We take pictures of
the vehicle and I have my insurance
broker/agent's number listed up there and they're
angry with the police department, they're going
to call and open a new claim.

The claim might not be successful, but
it's still on our record with the insurance

company that we have an open claim and it's
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documented. So at that point it's already hard
enough for business owners to get insurance in
the Detroit area because as soon as say Detroit,
the red flag goes up, okay.

So now 1if we can just don't put the
insurance up there. If there's a better way to
handle a claim with the customer. For one, if
there's a problem with the tower and the customer
first of all we'll see if the tower can handle it
and get the process straightened out. If not, I
think the next suggestion would be, which we do
have on the sign posted, contact Resource
Management.

I have an actual incident where I have
a lady that literally had her vehicle towed, it
was an aban vehicle. It was in the lot for
probably three years. Customers had complained
and literally we towed the vehicle in, get it in,
took pictures of it, had all the damage listed on
the impound card and literally she had came down,
she pissed a fit, and literally wanted her
vehicle. We gave it back to her. She had to
have it towed to Dearborn and this is an ongoing
lawsuit right now that's pending against us.

Now, we got the vehicle. My driver
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loaded up, towed it to Dearborn. She waited
until we got it to Dearborn, called the police on

my driver and said we did all of this unnecessary
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damage to her vehicle, which we did not. It was
listed on the impound card. If she would have
had our insurance company number, she would have
called and made a claim. That would have opened
up a claim against us where we literally would
have to fight it and at that point we can't erase
it because it's an open claim.

Currently right now it's pending. One
of my attorneys is handling it and literally she
told us -- told my driver I'm in Dearborn now,
I'm going to get you guys for all this damage.

So I just wanted to bring that up to
the Board. There is -- I commend the poster, I
commend all of that. I think that there should
definitely be a way for the citizens to contact
the police department if there is a problem with
the police department -- with the tow vyard. I
definitely commend you guys for that, but I just
ask that you guys would just help us with this,
especially on the releasing of vehicles and also
with the actual having our insurance name and

number.
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And one last thing I wanted to add.
There is no company in the state that I know of
that you walk in and they have their insurance
company posted. If the police department hurts
and kills someone, you don't walk in the police
department and say I'm going to sue the City of
Detroit and here's their insurance company.

You don't have access to that kind of
stuff, so again, I would just ask that the Board
would help us and literally think about these
posters that are going up and if there's
something that the towers need to do, I'm
available 24/7, if I could give any input to this
Board or to the department on a couple of issues
that we have, I will be glad to do that.

Again, Board, thank you for your time.

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Again, and if you
could submit those recommendations in writing, it
would be helpful.

MR. FOSTER: Okay.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: And also Deputy
Chief, I'm going to ask if the Board can -- if
not an actual sign, if we can receive the

language that is on the sign that we might

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 00




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

5/10/2012

Page 64

benchmark that against our actual rules and see
where there may be gaps that need to be clarified
and/or filled. Thank you.

Commissioner Warfield?

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: When you were
talking about the driver's license and insurance
information, was that something that was
mentioned at the meeting yesterday?

MR. FOSTER: Yes, it was mentioned
at the meeting yesterday.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Here's where
I'm at.

MR. FOSTER: And it was told to me
at the meeting yesterday if they come in with a
valid picture ID, it doesn't have to be a state
ID, a military ID or a passport, if it's a Sam's
Club card and a title, give them their car back.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: And that was
stated at the meeting?

MR. FOSTER: Yes.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: By DPD
official?

MR. FOSTER: Yes, and I have a major
problem with that literally because if it's you

guys out there or the police officers or my
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family going down the road and we just -- there's
one more last issue I wanted to add to that.

If the department does approve this
signage to go out, then I would need a letter for
my company saying that the City is holding us not
responsible and not liable for giving a title and
letting someone drive a vehicle out with an ID of
Sam's Club or a title and they don't have a valid
insurance, because pretty much it's just asking
us to ignore state laws.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank you,
thank you, Brother Foster. Here's what I'm going
to ask all the towers are in the room. Certainly
if you have other comments, we want to hear them
tonight, but I will ask this.

If you want to prepare your own
individual reports of what happened yesterday at
that meeting and send them to me, I want to see
them, or send them to the Board because the Board
wants to read exactly what happened from your
perspective at that meeting because it's
important that we know exactly from your ears
what was said, and if there were things that were
said that are against our policy, we will

investigate that and we will deal with that as we
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move forward, but certainly we will certainly
look into the issues that you brought up.

But if you all who are in the room are
towers will do that for us, I will be very
grateful to receive that report -- those reports
from you.

MR. FOSTER: Okay, thanks.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you, sir.

Good evening.

MR. HAMBRICK: Hi, my name is Cheryl
Hambrick and I did want to give kudos to Officer
Thompson for that boot camp program that he has
running because I had a bad grandson that I had
to actually put in there and it turned him around

360 degrees, so it is a wonderful program out

there.

(APPLAUSE.)

And it really does work. Something
else that I'm very concerned about is -- I mean I

can't thank you guys for being out there and I
can't even imagine doing what you guys do every
day and I know they work hard. I see their
presence. I know they're out there, but the
scary about is I'm getting a little older.

In my younger days I could deal with a
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lot more, you know. I was kind of hard growing
up and I could deal with a lot more. I'm getting
a little older now and the older I get the more
fearful I'm getting and the thing is, you know,
me and my husband both work and we're getting
ready to retire soon, but we have to -- our house
was broken into a couple of times and the things
about it is, you know, I still haven't gotten
over that and every time I come home and put that
key in the door, I still have palpitations and

stuff because you just don't get over something

like that.

And my fear about -- you know, with
them talking about -- I mean because hears that
it's just like -- it's just so on the new, so on

the radio, it's everywhere about all the crime
going up, and what's so scary about is that, you
know, they're talking about cutting the police
officers and stuff like that, and that really
scares me because, I mean, we need our officers
and I was just wondering is there anything that's
going to go on that's going to -- I don't know --
give us more officers?

Is there anything as community

organizations that we can do? 1Is there anything
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that you can tell me to kind of, you know -- I
don't know, you know what I'm saying?
I'm just -- you know, I just -- you

know, I hate having to live like this, and I know
-- and I don't blame it on the officers because
yous can only do with what the resources that you
guys have, but I just hope that yous guys got a
-— can pull a rabbit out of a hat or something
because this crime is just going crazy, you know,
and that's all I wanted to say.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you.

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Are there any
other communications? I'm sorry, Commissioners
Warfield would like to make a comment?

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: I'm sorry, your
last name, I'm sorry?

MS. HAMBRICK: Hambrick.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Hambrick.

Thank you, Ms. Hambrick. Just so that you know,
yesterday this Board adopted a resolution that we
would not approve any more cuts to the Detroit
Police Department's budget, especially as relates
to personnel, and —--

(APPLAUSE.)
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-- and we also -- it's been on the
radio all day today and we also yesterday held a
press conference that we were going to City
Council today to ask them to put a millage, a
public safety millage, before the people in order
that we may add up to 500 more officers in the
neighborhoods, and so we asked for them to
consider that to be placed on the ballot in
November of this year.

And if that millage passes, we're
asking that all of those officers that are able
to be funded and come on board will be placed in
the neighborhood and that it does not supplement
-- that those officers cannot be supplemented out
or the ones who are already in the neighborhoods
cannot be moved out, but it's an additive effect
to the officers that are already there.

According to the preliminary
calculations that we have invoked, it's somewhere
between 40 and 80 officers per district and
precinct that we're looking to add through this
millage process. We will be providing the
language to City Council within the next 10 days
that we believe will be ballot ready and it will

be up to the Council to place that millage before
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the voters so that, as you said, you all can make
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that decision whether you can determine how much
policing you have in your own neighborhoods.

Now, I will tell you this. If Council
refuses to put it on the ballot, there are
citizens who are ready to take up petitions and
get petitions signed to make sure that's on the
ballot even 1f Council refuses that.

(APPLAUSE.)

MS. SMITH: One more last thing.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: I'm sorry,

Ms. Smith. We'll be happy to speak with you
following the meeting.

MS. SMITH: Excuse me?

COMMISSIONER WHITE: We'll be happy to
speak with you following the meeting.

MS. SMITH: I wanted everybody to know
that Chief Knox is doing well and he extends his
thanks to the police officers. Now, that's
important.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Okay, thank you.

MS. SMITH: My goodness, you —-

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you. Are
there any other oral communications? Any other

communications?
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MS. JACKSON: Kimberly Jackson,
president Northeastern District and I tried to
keep my mouth shut. I can imagine how the
seniors feel because I'm tired of being tired.
When we lose our seniors out of this city, we're
done, because these seniors are the ones that are
keeping the houses up, keeping they grass cut,
trying to fix roofs, they're doing that, and if
we're not there to help them and they leave, what
happens to us? Our youngsters don't care and
that's obvious every day we hear on the news.

What are we going to do? I'm tired of
being tired. $So we really need to find a
solution and we got to make it happen fast. We
keep saying we going to do this next week, we
going to do this next year, we going to -- we
need to do it now. We don't have time for it
next year because our citizens are becoming the
police.

Because 1it's either going to be me or
you and I'm not going down and I'm not going to
let my family go down. So we really need to get
something and we really need to make it happen
now. It's getting scary out here. I mean I

don't even want to be out here after dark. God
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forbid if a senior has to be out here after dark.

We got to do something and I'm at the
point what can happen next. We have had
everything happen to us under the sun. It's got
to stop and it needs to stop now.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you,
Ms. Jackson. Any other communications? Any
other communications? Any other communications?

Seeing none, again as a reminder the
Board will meet next Thursday, May 17 at 3 PM at
1300 Beaubien, police headquarters, Room 328-A.

At this time there's no further
business before this body. A motion for
adjournment is in order.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: So moved.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Second.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Properly moved and
supported. Any discussion? Seeing none, all
those in favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Opposed? Thank
you.

(Proceedings concluded at

8:23 p.m.)
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
COUNTY OF WAYNE )

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I reported
stenographically the foregoing proceedings at the
time and place hereinbefore set forth; that
thereafter the same was reduced to computer
transcription and that this is a full, true,
complete and correct transcription of said

proceedings. -

DALE E. ROSE,

CSR-0087
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