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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 Thursday, April 5, 2012

3 About 3:12 p.m.

4                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Let me say good 

5      afternoon to everyone.  Welcome you to the Board 

6      of Police Commissioners meeting dated for 

7      Thursday, April 5, 2012. 

8                My name is Commissioner Donnell White.  

9      I have the pleasure of serving as Chairman of the 

10      Board of Police Commissioners.  Today joining me 

11      is my colleague Commissioner Jerome Warfield and 

12      representing the staff for the Board of Police 

13      Commissioners is Executive Secretary to the 

14      Board, Mr. George Anthony. 

15                Mr. Anthony, for the record please 

16      introduce the Board staff. 

17                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, 

18      Mr. Chair.  For the record, George Anthony, 

19      Secretary to the Board.  Our staff members 

20      include Ms. Dalph Watson who is our director of 

21      Police Personnel, Lt. Tim Leach from the Office 

22      of the Chief Investigator, Mr. Robert Brown who 

23      is our office manager, Sgt. Alan Quinn who is 

24      recording our proceeding and Mr. Dale Rose from 

25      Hanson Court Reporting Service. 
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1                That completes the introduction.

2                COMMISSIONER WHITE:   Thank you, sir.  

3      Representing the office of the Chief we'd like to 

4      note the presence of Deputy Chief Benjamin Lee.  

5      Thank you for being with us, sir. 

6                At this time we would ask that 

7      Commander Chaplain James Powell would come 

8      forward with our invocation.

9                (INVOCATION GIVEN.)

10                (Commissioner Taylor arrives.)

11                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  The Chair would 

12      like to note the presence of Commissioner Jessica 

13      Taylor who has joined us. 

14                At this time the Chair would entertain 

15      a motion for the approval of the agenda dated 

16      Thursday, April 5, 2012. 

17                COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  So moved.

18                COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  Second. 

19                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  It's been properly 

20      moved and supported.  Any discussion?  Seeing 

21      none, all those in favor? 

22                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

23                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Opposed?  Thank 

24      you.  At this time the Chair will entertain a 

25      motion for the approval of the minutes dated 
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1      Thursday, March 29, 2012. 

2                COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  So moved. 

3                COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Support.

4                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  It's been properly 

5      moved and supported.  Any discussion?  Seeing 

6      none, all those in favor? 

7                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye. 

8                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Opposed?  Thank 

9      you very much.  There's no official Chairperson's 

10      report today.  Mr. Secretary, is there any 

11      report?

12                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  No, there is none.  

13                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, sir.  

14      Deputy Chief Lee?

15                DEPUTY CHIEF LEE:  There is no 

16      presentation on behalf of the police department.  

17                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, sir.  

18      Under standing committee reports I do see Deputy 

19      Chief Tolliver with us.  Deputy Chief, if you 

20      would come forward, please. 

21                Commissioners, before you in your 

22      package of information is information pertaining 

23      to the 2012-2013 departmental budget which is 

24      presented for our approval. 

25                If you have any questions at this time, 
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1      I'm sure Deputy Chief would be happy to assist us 

2      in answering any of those questions that we might 

3      have as we move towards approval of the budget.

4                DEPUTY CHIEF TOLLIVER:  Good afternoon 

5      to this body.  2nd Deputy Chief Tina Tolliver.  

6      I'm open for any questions on the 2012-2013 

7      budget request. 

8                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Deputy chief, if 

9      you could, would you mind just a general overview 

10      of where we are.  I know we've done it in a 

11      previous meeting, but just a general overview of 

12      where we are, please.

13                DEPUTY CHIEF TOLLIVER:  The police 

14      department started its budget preparation for 

15      2012-2013 late last calendar year.  As part of 

16      the Charter we presented the budget to the Board 

17      of Police Commissioners for their review and 

18      approval. 

19                The budget as requested the total -- 

20      I'm sorry, I don't have -- the budget as 

21      requested included $383 million and that would be 

22      for all funds, and was offset by total revenues 

23      totaling $69.7 million for a total net cost of 

24      $313.7 million. 

25                Within that budget request that we 
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1      submitted we were required to adhere to the 

2      instructions as presented by the Budget 

3      Department, City's Budget Department, which 

4      included a cut amount that we were to adhere to. 

5                And so the request as submitted to this 

6      body includes that cut and at the time it 

7      included a reduction of 204 positions. 

8                That's the general overview.

9                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, Deputy 

10      Chief.  Any questions?  Commissioner Warfield? 

11                COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  I have not been 

12      able to see the line items in the, book, so I'll 

13      wait --

14                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Commission Taylor? 

15                COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  No, I don't have 

16      any.  

17                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, Deputy 

18      Chief.  So Commissioners -- Mr. Secretary, if you 

19      have extra copies, but it is a copy of the Board 

20      of Police Commissioners resolution approving the 

21      Detroit Police Department budget fiscal year 

22      2011-2012.  If we could share those copies so we 

23      know what -- if we vote this up at our next 

24      meeting, or down or have any questions that the 

25      Commissioners may have in the interim. 
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1                And I do have some information for you, 

2      Commissioners, if you would like to take this 

3      with you today. 

4                Under new business we have a 

5      presentation from Ms. Dianne Perukel of our 

6      alcohol program coordinator from the Michigan 

7      Office of Highway Safety Planning. 

8                Welcome.

9                MS. PERUKEL:  Thank you.  Good 

10      afternoon.  I'm Dianne Perukel, I'm with the 

11      Office of Highway Safety Planning and we are a 

12      civilian division of state police and we have 

13      four grants with Detroit Police Department.

14                And you guys are probably familiar with 

15      people coming forward asking permission to ask 

16      for the grants.  We are the ones that don't 

17      require any match, so. 

18                Two weeks ago three officers presented 

19      at the Michigan Traffic Safety Summit on the good 

20      work that they're doing with the Youth Alcohol 

21      Enforcement Grant and afterwards Officer Viera 

22      Brownlee and I discussed me coming here before 

23      the Board and just giving kind of an overview of 

24      the four grants that we give DPD and the good 

25      work that they do. 
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1                I think very much worth mentioning is 

2      the Grants and Contracts Section does an 

3      excellent job with the grant oversight.  I've 

4      been -- I've had a grant with Detroit Police 

5      Department for 10 years and we audit them every 

6      year and there's never been any issue, they've 

7      always been very attentive and efficient and it's 

8      just -- it's really good to be able to go to 

9      other police agencies and say you know -- they're 

10      like, "Oh, we have such a large agency, you're 

11      bound to find stuff." 

12                I'm like, "Really?  We don't find 

13      anything with Detroit," so.  The funding for the 

14      Traffic Enforcement Grant pays for overtime for 

15      enforcement of impaired driving laws and it's a 

16      city-wide grant and as a result of the efforts, 

17      just the visibility of traffic enforcement to the 

18      people in the City of Detroit and people that 

19      come to visit Detroit is just priceless. 

20                We did some analysis and since 2006 the 

21      number of crashes in Detroit has declined by more 

22      than 21 percent and that's a direct result of the 

23      work that your officers are doing.  We also have 

24      a Traffic Crash Prevention Education and Outreach 

25      Grant with Community Services and Lt. Terry 
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1      Herbert has just done an excellent job with 

2      incorporating any traffic safety messages into 

3      the community policing that he does. 

4                Detroiters have a lower use rate for 

5      car seats and he's just done a great job of any 

6      time they're speaking in front of parents to 

7      offer them assistance and we also give away free 

8      car seat -- grant money for free car seats for 

9      Detroiters and it has just been a really -- a 

10      really great endeavor.

11                The eCrash system is the Electronic 

12      Crash and Capture Submission Grant and that was 

13      under the leadership of Officers Viera Brownlee 

14      and Marcus Cummings and last November DPD began 

15      submitting 100 percent of their traffic crash 

16      reports electronically to the State, and you 

17      might think wow, how important is that. 

18                Well, our office doesn't offer 

19      competitive grants, we offer grants based on the 

20      data that we look at, and if you're submitting 

21      the reports electronically, it comes to the State 

22      quicker, there's less chances for error because 

23      you're entering a UD-10 crash report online and 

24      if there's an error, it just bounces back as 

25      opposed to mailing in the report, somebody in 
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1      Lansing reviewing it and sending it back. 

2                So the error rate has improved from 

3      3.64 per crash report to .07 and that's probably 

4      one of the best numbers in the state.  The 

5      average number of days the crash reports were 

6      coming, it used to be 42 days when it was 

7      submitted paper copy and now it's down to nine 

8      days and, again, that's really excellent. 

9                And, again, if we have good data coming 

10      from the City of Detroit we're able to make 

11      better decisions on the funding needs that you're 

12      going to need for traffic crashes. 

13                Finally, I want to talk about the Youth 

14      Alcohol Enforcement Grant which has kind of been 

15      under my purview, and just over the last probably 

16      four or five years officers have conducted about 

17      800 compliance checks on liquor licensees across 

18      the city, and compliance checks, they're a proven 

19      strategy to reduce youth access to alcohol. 

20                There's a higher liquor license density 

21      right in the city of Detroit, so youth may have 

22      easier access to alcohol, but as long as they're 

23      doing the compliance checks, the licensees kind 

24      of know we've got to keep it in check, we've got 

25      to ID some people. 
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1                Officers from the Central, Northeast 

2      and 8th Precincts have successfully shut down 

3      about 25 large scale blind pig parties since 

4      November of 2010.  And they do this is a very 

5      soft manner.  It's not guns ablazing going in, 

6      it's using the controlled dispersal method which 

7      has officers come in to a party and they contain 

8      the scene.  It's very calm, it's very orderly.  

9      They get everybody that's over 21 out the door, 

10      everybody under 21 they either give them a 

11      citation.  If they need medical attention, they 

12      get it and I personally have ridden along with 

13      them and they just do a very outstanding job. 

14                Because of all of the stuff that 

15      they've been doing with the Youth Alcohol 

16      Enforcement Grant they've been asked to present 

17      at two national conferences, one state-wide 

18      conference like I said that they did two weeks 

19      ago, a national webinar and they're probably 

20      going to be speaking at two other state-wide 

21      conferences before the year is over. 

22                And I will say it's interesting to note 

23      the times I've ridden along they're not afraid, 

24      they're very brave, but then when I ask them to 

25      do public speaking, they're kind of nervous, so 
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1      just an inside note on that. 

2                But our office has also provided a lot 

3      of training to Detroit officers that they've 

4      attended, they've given good feedback and in 

5      order to work an impaired driving enforcement 

6      detail you have to be standardized field sobriety 

7      test trained and there's -- police officers act 

8      as instructors for that and about five years ago 

9      there was only maybe one police officer that -- 

10      DPD officer that was SFST certified to do the 

11      training and now there's up to five or six, so 

12      you guys have all -- you guys can train 

13      yourselves now too and that's a very good thing. 

14                Our office also put together a drug 

15      recognition expert training.  We were the 49th 

16      state to adopt a drug recognition expert program 

17      and I have to say I'm smart enough to write the 

18      grant to get the program.  There's no way I could 

19      pass it.  It's like two weeks of college 

20      chemistry and then a week of evaluations with 

21      people that are on drugs, and through the first 

22      school came Officer Scott Hall from Central 

23      District.  They kind of joked that he's kind of 

24      like a trooper in a DPD uniform.  He's really 

25      adamant about the Detroit program, so that was 
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1      another big coup for your department. 

2                We've also put together some digital 

3      investigative training where officers learn how 

4      to use social media websites as an investigative 

5      tool and 40 officers are currently trained with 

6      40 more signed up in the next month to take it. 

7                The focus of the training is kind of 

8      underage drinking specific, but I know the 

9      officers have e-mailed me afterward and say we 

10      found a homicide suspect, we're finding people 

11      with outstanding warrants just from the skills 

12      and the tools that they've taken from the class. 

13                So any questions for me?  

14                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, 

15      Ms. Perukel?  Questions, Commissioner Warfield?

16                COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  None.  

17                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Commissioner 

18      Taylor? 

19                COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  Yes, I just have 

20      one.  You had mentioned the free car seat 

21      giveaway.  Can you give us some more --

22                MS. PERUKEL:  Officer Viera Brownlee 

23      coordinates that and I know they use some car 

24      seat checks and the rule from the State is if 

25      they give a car seat away, it has to be in an 
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1      event where there is a certified technician to 

2      show the parents how to properly install it so.  

3      April 21st is the next one.  

4                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you.  At 

5      this time is there any old business?  Seeing none 

6      before us, under announcements, we'd like to note 

7      that our next meeting will be held Thursday, 

8      April 12 at 6:30 PM, that will be our evening 

9      meeting.  It will be held within the Northeastern 

10      District at the Butzel Center.  That address is 

11      7737 Kercheval, Detroit, Michigan 48214. 

12                Under oral communications, at this time 

13      if you would like to address the Board of Police 

14      Commissioners we would ask that you come forward, 

15      for the purpose of the record please state and 

16      spell your first and last name and please be 

17      mindful of the two-minute time period allotted by 

18      Mr. Brown to my left and your right. 

19                Any communications?  Any 

20      communications?  Any communications?  Seeing none  

21      -- everyone must be ready to get back to the 

22      Tigers game. 

23                Would you like to -- please come 

24      forward, please.

25                MS. HAWKINS:  Good afternoon.  My name 
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1      is Charonda Hawkins. On August 29, 2011 my 

2      husband Brandon Johnson was murdered in the 

3      Martin Luther King Apartments at approximately 

4      3:20 AM. 

5                As of this date my husband's case has 

6      been underinvestigated.  His case was turned over 

7      to Sgt. Bowser.  I've run into brick wall after 

8      brick wall trying to locate this man. 

9                I've been given very little information 

10      regarding anything done regarding trying to solve 

11      his case.  My husband was with two neighbors.  At 

12      the time it was reported that it was an attempted 

13      carjacking.  The news was out that morning.  My 

14      husband was referred to as the Good Samaritan who 

15      was murdered trying to defend a neighbor from an 

16      attempted carjack. 

17                We had since learned that there was 

18      more to the case that what was originally thought 

19      to be.  His case was mishandled from the 

20      beginning.  We were told that someone shot into 

21      the car.  The cars were never taken in.  The two 

22      people that were with my husband that morning 

23      were never brought in. 

24                It was suspected that the gentleman in 

25      the car knew more of what went on that morning.  
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1      He's never been brought in. 

2                My life and my daughter's life has been 

3      completely turned upside down.  These guys are 

4      still out here.  They've come -- actually one of 

5      the gentlemen that I believe is involved in my 

6      husband's murder has actually come to my home 

7      wanting to confront me about why I'm not letting 

8      this case go and why do I feel that he had 

9      something to do with it. 

10                I've tried to give this information to 

11      Sgt. Bowser.  It goes nowhere.  I'm actually 

12      policing my husband's case myself.  I get leads, 

13      I run them down.  I try to give this information, 

14      I get no response and right now I feel like I 

15      have to police myself and my family because I 

16      can't depend on the police to help me. 

17                I don't know what to do.  Can someone 

18      help me get some resolve to this case?  

19                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Let me first offer 

20      our condolences for the loss of your husband and, 

21      two, applaud you for your courage in coming down 

22      here today, but continue to look into the matter 

23      on your own, but certainly Deputy Chief, is there 

24      someone that we can match Ms. Hawkins with today 

25      that can ensure that she gets some follow-through 
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1      and updates as relates to her case?

2                DEPUTY CHIEF LEE:  Yes, I offer my 

3      condolences as well.  See me directly after this 

4      meeting.  I will put you in touch with the Deputy 

5      Chief over that particular district.

6                MS. HAWKINS:  Thank you very much.

7                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, 

8      Ms. Hawkins, and Deputy Chief, we would ask if we 

9      could -- the Commissioners would be provided with 

10      an update next week as to the status of 

11      Ms. Hawkins' case and the loss of her husband. 

12                At this time again please be reminded 

13      the next Board of Police Commissioners meeting 

14      will be held Thursday, April 12, 2012 at 6:30 PM 

15      at the Northwestern District -- within the 

16      Northeastern District at the Butzel Center, 7737 

17      Kercheval, Detroit, Michigan 48214. 

18                If there's no further business before 

19      this body at this time, a motion for adjournment 

20      is in order. 

21                COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  So moved.

22                COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  Second.  

23                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Properly moved and 

24      supported.  Any discussion?  Seeing none, all 

25      those in favor? 
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1                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

2                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Opposed?  Thank 

3      you everyone.  Have a wonderful weekend.

4                          (Proceedings concluded at 

5      3:34 p.m.)
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1                      CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

2      

3      

4      STATE OF MICHIGAN   )

5                          ) SS

6      COUNTY OF WAYNE     )

7      

8                     I HEREBY CERTIFY that I reported 

9      stenographically the foregoing proceedings at the 

10      time and place hereinbefore set forth; that 

11      thereafter the same was reduced to computer 

12      transcription and that this is a full, true, 

13      complete and correct transcription of said 

14      proceedings. 

15      

16      

17               ______________________________

18                     DALE E. ROSE,

19                     CSR-0087
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