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1                          Detroit, Michigan

2                          Thursday, February 16, 2012

3                          About 3:20 p.m.

4

5                COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Good afternoon, ladies

6      and gentlemen.  Welcome to the Board of Detroit Police

7      Commissioners meeting.  Today is Thursday, February

8      16th.  My name is Jerome Warfield, member of the Board

9      of Detroit Police Commissioners.  Our illustrious Chair,

10      Commissioner White, is out of town on business.  And so,

11      we are sitting in for his stead.  Serving with me today

12      though is Commissioner Jessica Taylor.  We are certainly

13      glad to see Chief Godbee here representing the

14      Department.  And I'm going to ask at this time if Celia

15      Banks-Washington, who is sitting in for our second Chair

16      who is on vacation will introduce our staff.

17                MS. WASHINGTON:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  We

18      have with us the director of police personnel, Director

19      Dalph Watson.  We have Lieutenant Timothy Leach, Acting

20      Chief Investigator over the Office of the Chief

21      Investigator.  Mr. Robert Brown, our office manager.  We

22      have Sergeant Alan Quinn recording, and we have Wendy

23      Boer our court reporter.  And I believe that concludes

24      the introductions.

25                COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Thank you,
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1      Miss Washington.  As you all know, we do not have a

2      quorum for today.  So we will not be taking any official

3      actions today on today's agenda.  However, I would like

4      if Pastor Hill will come and give us our invocation for

5      the meeting today.

6                PASTOR HILL:  Thank you, sir.  We'll bow our

7      heads for a brief word of prayer.  Almighty God, our

8      creator and our provider.  We pray that you will

9      continue to keep your hands on the City of Detroit and

10      all its residents.  We pray that our City would prosper

11      in every person and every family will experience the

12      same prosperity released over this City.  We pray for

13      employment.  We pray for the housing market.  We pray

14      for our senior citizens.  Watch over all of us.

15      Continue to show us your love, your grace and your

16      mercy.

17                We pray for our youth and our young people.

18      Uplift those who are lost and guide them out of darkness

19      into the light.  We pray that we will all be peacemakers

20      and not peace breakers.  We pray for the restoration and

21      the revitalization of Detroit in every area of the City.

22      We thank you for our chief, the person of Chief Ralph

23      Godbee, his dedicated and committed staff.  We pray,

24      God, that you will give us wisdom, knowledge and

25      understanding.  We pray for our commissioners.  And God,
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1      we ask that you would help us in what seems to be such a

2      helpless time.  Help us in the midst of what seems to be

3      hopeless circumstances.

4                And God, we know that you still have some

5      righteous people in this City.  You still have some

6      people of integrity and character in this City.  And we

7      thank you.  And we will always trust you to see us

8      through.  In the name of the Father, the Son and the

9      Holy Spirit.  Amen.

10                THE AUDIENCE:  Amen.

11                COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Thank you, Pastor.  At

12      this time we will hear from the Chief.  Chief, do you

13      have a report for us?

14                CHIEF GODBEE:  We don't have a formal

15      presentation, sir.  Just as usual, I would just like to

16      thank the dedicated men and women of the Department for

17      the hard work that they do.  Even though we don't have a

18      formal presentation, they do extraordinary things as you

19      know, every day.  I just wanted to commend them for the

20      work that they continue to do.

21                COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Absolutely.  Thank

22      you, sir, appreciate that.  We are going to defer under

23      new business, the grant, until next week.  We are going

24      to put that on next week's agenda.  And I don't believe

25      that there are any proposed amendments to the towing
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1      rules.  We'll deal with that next week, which will be

2      the date of deadline for all of those proposed

3      adjustments to be submitted by the end of next week.

4      And then after that, of course as you all know, we will

5      put those in writing, pass those out and schedule a

6      public hearing so that there can be vigorous discussion

7      on behalf of all of those who are interested in those

8      adjustments to the towing rules.  And we will do that at

9      that particular time.

10                I want to make a couple announcements, that

11      there will be a Detroit youth violence prevention

12      basketball rally and game that will take place on

13      Saturday, February 18th, this Saturday from 12 noon to

14      2:00 p.m.

15                They will have students from Osborne, Cody,

16      Denby High School.  The Chief will be there as well as

17      the Mayor and various other officials as well.  The

18      admission is free, and it will be held at Cass Technical

19      High School.  Again, that's from noon to 2:00 p.m.

20      There will be free giveaways, and it's a good event for

21      the community.  So certainly if you don't have anything

22      on your calendar, you might want to stop by Cass Tech

23      High School this Saturday from 12 noon to 2:00 p.m. and

24      enjoy some wonderful basketball games on behalf of our

25      men who are in the Detroit Public School System, young
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1      men who are in the Detroit Public School System.

2                Our next meeting is going to be held on

3      Thursday, February 23rd, 2012, 3:00 p.m. here at police

4      headquarters, 1300 Beaubien of course in the beautiful

5      City of Detroit, Michigan.  At this time, we will open

6      up the floor for remarks and comments from the audience.

7      We do ask that you stay with our time limit of two

8      minutes and that you spell your name, first and last

9      name for the record so we can get your comments

10      appropriately.  You may come to the mic at this time if

11      you wish to address the Commission.

12                MS. HERNANDEZ:  Phyllis Hernandez, Casino

13      Towing.  Good afternoon, Commissioners.  In light of

14      yesterday's breaking news which was I'm sure a shocker

15      to all of us, that the Detroit Police towing contracts

16      are corrupt, only something we have been saying to this

17      Commission for years.  My question -- and actually I

18      have a question because you already know how I feel

19      about it -- would be, since the contracts after Kwame

20      were still corrupt, I would like to know if you, Chief,

21      have an internal investigation going on to see who after

22      Kwame, since he was in jail, was getting the payoffs and

23      whom was getting them.  Do you have an internal

24      investigation?

25                CHIEF GODBEE:  No, ma'am, we don't.  That's a
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1      federal investigation which I can't comment on the

2      merits of.

3                MS. HERNANDEZ:  It wouldn't behoove the

4      Department to find out if there was continued corruption

5      going on now or is it just something left --

6                CHIEF GODBEE:  This honorable body just

7      undertook a massive effort -- I don't want to speak for

8      the Board.  But they obviously undertook a massive

9      effort to restructure the rules of towing in the City of

10      Detroit.  So they have taken on the heavy lifting.

11                MS. HERNANDEZ:  Yes, since the Towing Task

12      Force in '09.  We are in 2012.  So, I mean yes, I

13      appreciate everything that Commissioner Warfield has

14      done.  I have yet to see the final results of it.  But

15      we all know that a few of our own companies were all

16      over the towing rotation list for years past that.  So,

17      one would wonder or one would hope that the Department

18      would have its own investigation as well as taking a

19      look into the RFP that was brought forth and maybe

20      deciding that, okay, maybe we'd need to stay in control

21      of this towing process to make sure that it's kept

22      honest.  So I would hope that the Department would do

23      that.

24                COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Thank you,

25      Miss Hernandez.  And I'll just follow up with that since
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1      you brought that topic up.  Certainly none of us here on

2      this particular Board knows the extent of the

3      investigation that is on going.  All we know is what is

4      -- to what has been purported in the various media

5      outlets, all right?  That's all we know.  And we only

6      can go off of those facts.  This is something --

7      apparently the story that appeared last night is

8      something that dates back to 2008.  And as you already

9      know, we have done sweeping changes within the

10      Department as relates to the towing regulations here of

11      the Detroit Police Department.  And so all of those are

12      brand new.  And as you know, we are working on adjusting

13      some of the ones that we just passed to make sure that

14      our system has the greatest possible amount of integrity

15      that it could have.  And so, I am very proud of the

16      towing system that is in place right now.

17                I'm very proud that as we put this towing

18      system together, that background checks was done, that

19      paperwork was verified, that all of the paperwork needed

20      to be in and needed to be taken care of.  So, there is

21      to my knowledge no, zero, corruption within the towing

22      system of the Detroit Police Department today at all.

23      And if there is, we will find it, and we will deal with

24      it expeditiously.  And so, we cannot answer for

25      investigations that are on going, and we certainly
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1      cannot answer for a time and a space that predates all

2      of us who sits on this side of the table because when

3      those decisions were made, none of us were sitting up

4      here in the positions that we are in right now.

5                However, what you can do is judge us by the

6      actions that we have taken since we have come on board.

7      And that is to make sure that we have a level playing

8      field for all the towers involved and that we have rules

9      that work not just for a few but we have rules that work

10      for the majority.  And so please keep that in mind as

11      you move forward because that is our position.  That's

12      our process, and that's our desire and that's what we

13      are held to as relates to the Detroit City Charter.  And

14      we take that very serious to make sure that there's a

15      fair and equitable towing system in place.  And we

16      believe it is.  And I'm sorry, but your two minutes are

17      up.  But you certainly can come back next week and

18      expound on it some more.  Thank you again.  Your two

19      minutes are up.

20                MS. HERNANDEZ:  I don't have a problem with

21      saying I have never stood here in all these years

22      judging anyone.  There's one judge, one judge, that will

23      deal with this situation.  But in all of these years,

24      has this Board or anyone before you ever stopped to say

25      exactly what are you talking about, come sit down and
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1      talk with me.  You're up here week after week after week

2      talking about corruption within the Police Department.

3      And did any one of yous (sic) ever invite me -- and that

4      includes going through many many police chiefs and many

5      many commissioners -- did any one bother to say, exactly

6      what are you talking about?  You're standing up here

7      crying corruption, corruption against our police

8      department, one that I am very proud of.  And no one

9      bothered to say, exactly what are you talking about to

10      me as well as many others that have stood up here.

11      That's what I find disappointing.  But I commend you.

12                COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Stop.  Let me correct

13      the record so we cannot have an incorrect record.  And

14      there are other towers who are throughout this room who

15      understands this.  There's not one tower who I have not

16      agreed to sit down with and meet with one on one in a

17      group.  And we have done this.  I have especially have

18      done this with every tower who wanted to sit down and

19      meet with me.  Not one tower have I refused who wanted

20      to talk to me about particular issues that they were

21      having in the system.  And we have done it in groups, we

22      have done it off site, we have done it here in this

23      particular room where it was not a Police Commissioners

24      meeting date.  And so yes, we have done that.  I have

25      done that personally with every tower who wanted to meet
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1      with me.

2                So absolutely that's been the case.  So

3      hopefully that answers your question.  If you and I have

4      not discussed off line, it's because you have not called

5      me because it -- it's because you have not reached out.

6      I have definitely reached out on the record, and I have

7      reached out personally to every tower that's on our

8      list.  And that's the truth.

9                MS. HERNANDEZ:  What about the towers that

10      have wanted to be on that list but were blocked because

11      of the corruption?  Those were the ones that you should

12      have been talking to, sir.

13                COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Again, we have

14      answered that question.  Thank you, ma'am.

15                MS. PANNELL:  Good afternoon, Sharon Pannell,

16      P-a-n-n-e-l-l.  Just got a question.  Got a car on my

17      street, been there two weeks.  My neighbors complain

18      that it's been in front of his house for ten days or

19      more.  And I gave it to Southwest Tuesday.  And they

20      told me they don't have ABAN over there any more.  I

21      just wanted to know what to do about that.

22                CHIEF GODBEE:  Deputy Chief Wells?

23                DEPUTY CHIEF WELLS:  I'm here.  We will take

24      care of it.  It's done.

25                MS. PANNELL:  Thank you.
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1                COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Ms. Pannell, just make

2      sure you see them afterwards.

3                MS. PANNELL:  Thank you.

4                MS. SEMMA:  Good afternoon.  Julie Semma from

5      70's Towing.  I'm just really happy that all this is

6      finally coming out.  And I just want to compliment all

7      you guys on all your hard work and effort.  I know you

8      guys have met with the small towers.  And it's just time

9      that whatever has happened in the past needs to just be

10      known and let it come out.  And it's just time that the

11      fairness amongst all the small tow companies gets

12      distributed fairly and equally because we have been here

13      all these years.  And I want to commend you guys because

14      you guys have done an excellent job.  Thank you.

15                COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Thank you.  Any other

16      comments for the Board?  Hearing or seeing none, we will

17      close that section of our meeting.  I want to thank you

18      so very much again.  As I noted earlier, our next

19      meeting will be next week, February the 23rd, 2012, 3:00

20      p.m.  We will now adjourn the meeting.  Thank you so

21      very much for coming.  Appreciate your time.  Thank you.

22                          (Proceedings concluded at 3:35 p.m.)

23

24

25
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