
4/14/20114/14/2011

Page 1

1           DETROIT BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

2

3

4

5

6           COMMUNITY BOARD MEETING

7

8

9

10

11 _________________________________________/

12

13

14

15 PAGE 1 TO 54

16

17      Taken at Sacred Heart Community Church

18      3481 Rivard

19      Detroit, Michigan,

20      Commencing at 6:30 p.m.,

21      Thursday, April 14, 2011,

22      Before Wendy A. Boer, CSR 3505.

23

24

25



4/14/20114/14/2011

Page 2

1

2      APPEARANCES:

3

4      JEROME WARFIELD, CHAIRMAN

5

6      ADELA RIVERA, VICE CHAIRPERSON

7

8      DONNELL WHITE, COMMISSIONER

9

10      GEORGE ANTHONY, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

11

12      CHESTER LOGAN, ASSISTANT CHIEF OF POLICE

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



4/14/20114/14/2011

Page 3

1                          Detroit, Michigan

2                          Thursday, April 14, 2011

3                          About 6:30 p.m.

4

5                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Good evening, ladies and

6      gentleman.  Welcome to the Board of Detroit Police

7      Commissioners meeting.  My name is Jerome Warfield,

8      Chairman of the Board of Police Commissioners.  Serving

9      with me tonight is the Vice Chairperson from the Board

10      of Police Commissioners, Adela Rivera.  Additionally

11      serving with me is Commissioner Donnell White.  And I'm

12      glad to have with us from the Chief's office, Assistant

13      Chief Chester Logan.  Sir, good to have you here.  And

14      I'm going to ask our Secretary to the Board, Secretary

15      George Anthony will introduce the rest of our staff for

16      you.

17                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  For

18      the record, Secretary George Anthony.  From our staff,

19      we have -- I would ask if you would just stand or raise

20      your hand in your place.  We have Ms. Celia Banks

21      Washington who is our Attorney Supervising Investigator.

22      We have Ms. Dalph Watson, who is our Director of Police

23      Personnel, Lieutenant Timothy Leach who is from our

24      Office of the Chief Investigator.  We have Ms. Yolonda

25      Caudle, who is our Community Affairs Coordinator.  We
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1      have Mr. -- or officer or Mr. Robert Brown seated to my

2      right who is our Office Manager.  We have Officer

3      Terrence Bell who is one of our Recorders, Sergeant

4      Allen Quinn who is videotaping our recordings today and

5      Ms. Wendy Boer from Hanson Court Reporting Service.

6      Welcome.  And that completes an introduction of our

7      staff.

8                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Thank you,

9      Secretary Anthony.  Again, it is such a pleasure to be

10      here in this historic location, Sacred Heart.

11      Certainly, it has served as a vital role in the history

12      of this great city.  I don't know if there is a

13      representative here from Sacred Heart.  But if so, we

14      would love to hear from you if there's a representative

15      from Sacred Heart Seminary or Church, I'm sorry.  Okay.

16      Maybe they will be here a little bit later.

17                At this time, I'm going to ask if Chaplain

18      Darren Penson, Senior Pastor of Allen Temple AME Church

19      will come to the mic as we pause for the invocation.

20      Sir, good to have you here tonight.

21                CHAPLAIN PENSON:  Amen.  May we all bow our

22      heads in a word of prayer?  Dear Heavenly Father, in the

23      name of Jesus, we come before You to ask Your blessings

24      upon this meeting.  As we begin to hear the echoes of the

25      community, God, we ask that You hear their echoes, God to
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1      brighten our City of Detroit.  We also ask, God, that

2      the badges that each officer wear, God, the shields,

3      God, that You enlarge it by the blood of the lamb to

4      cover them, God, from their day-to-day operations.  We

5      bless Your holy name.  In Jesus' name, Amen.

6                AUDIENCE:  Amen.

7                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Thank you, Pastor Penson.

8      Bless you.  At this time, I'm going to ask if

9      Commissioner White will read the duties and

10      responsibilities of the Board of Police Commissioners.

11      I'm sorry, Commissioner Rivera.  We switched.  That's

12      all right.  Thank you.

13                COMMISSIONER RIVERA:  The Board of Police

14      Commissioners was created by City Charter in July

15      of 1974.  There are five members appointed by the Mayor

16      and confirmed by City Council.  As Commissioners, we

17      serve five-year terms.  And we may not serve more than

18      five years consecutively.  We meet once a week, 52 weeks

19      out of the year.  And all of our meetings are open to

20      the public.

21                Our duties are to establish policy, rules and

22      regulations in consultation with the Chief and approval

23      of the Mayor.  We review and approve the department

24      budget.  We review and approve department promotions.

25      We receive and resolve complaints concerning the
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1      operation of the Police Department.  We are the final

2      authority to impose and/or review discipline of all

3      Police Department employees.  We appoint the Civilian

4      Personnel Director.  We prepare an annual budget of

5      department activities for the public, Mayor and City

6      Council.

7                Our staff includes an Executive Secretary who

8      serves as a Secretary to the Board and attends all of

9      our Board meetings, a Chief Investigator and additional

10      Investigators.  We also have other staff as necessary to

11      support the Board.  The Detroit Police Commission

12      considers itself a liaison between the citizens of the

13      City of Detroit and the Detroit Police Department.

14                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Thank you, Commissioner

15      Rivera.  At this time, I would entertain a motion to

16      approve the agenda for tonight's meeting.

17                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  So moved.

18                COMMISSIONER RIVERA:  Second.

19                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  It's been properly moved

20      and supported.  All those in favor?

21                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

22                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  All those opposed?  Motion

23      carries.  Also entertain a motion to approve the minutes

24      from the Thursday, March 31st meeting.

25                COMMISSIONER RIVERA:  So moved.
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1                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Support.

2                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  It's been properly moved

3      and supported.  All those in favor?

4                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

5                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Motion carries.  I wanted

6      to just update you.  As Some of you know, the Mayor of

7      the City of Detroit this week presented the budget for

8      the entire city.  And as some of you know, we are

9      without question challenged in a number of areas

10      throughout this city.  And this department, the Detroit

11      Police Department, certainly is no exception.  But we

12      are pleased to report that in the budget that the Mayor

13      presented to the Detroit City Council, that he still has

14      a very strong commitment to make sure that law

15      enforcement officers are on the streets and in position

16      to continue to do the job that they have been hired and

17      commanded to do.

18                In addition to that, he has supported the

19      structure of this Board in an effort that we may

20      continue to do the job that we have been called to do as

21      well.  And so, we want to thank the Mayor, and we want

22      to impress upon the representatives of the City Council

23      persons who are here tonight to work with us as we

24      continue to forge ahead and as we continue to make new

25      ground and new leeway into those things operationally
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1      that we believe we need to do to make sure that this

2      department remains one of the top police departments in

3      the country.

4                In a few weeks, we are going to report to you

5      what we believe is just some outstanding news coming

6      from our Office of Chief Investigator as relates to

7      their ability to be able to really investigate cases in

8      a timely manner and through the new standard operating

9      procedures that were introduced late last year, to

10      really get a system of accountability around their

11      efforts and how -- and the amazing progress that has

12      been made.  So in a few weeks, we will update you with

13      those numbers.

14                I also want to report that I had an excellent

15      time just last -- a couple nights ago, appearing at the

16      Southwest District meeting and the Northeastern District

17      meeting.  The support that this police department

18      receives from the community is outstanding.  And as we

19      told the citizens that night, that it is so vitally

20      important that the citizens of this city stay engaged as

21      willing partners hand in hand with the Detroit Police

22      Department.  And so we applaud your efforts, and we

23      thank you for staying engaged.

24                At this time, I will yield the floor over to

25      the Assistant Chief that he may bring his presentations
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1      forth.  Thank you, sir.

2                ASSISTANT CHIEF LOGAN:  Thank you so much.

3      Through the Chair, I'd ask that Lieutenant Danny Allen

4      come forward and do a presentation.

5                LIEUTENANT ALLEN:  Good evening and welcome.

6      After having spent so many years standing in the back of

7      the room, now I have to be on this side of the

8      microphone.  It truly is an honor.  Lieutenant Danny

9      Allen from the Northeastern District.  And I would offer

10      all of you a welcome from the Northeastern District,

11      Chairman Warfield, Commissioner Rivera, Commissioner

12      White, Assistant Chief Logan, Secretary Anthony and

13      Attorney Washington.

14                A few introductions.  My partner at the 7th

15      Precinct, the officer in charge of the 7th Precinct is

16      Inspector Gary Sroka.  Commander Frankie Lewis is

17      unfortunately unavailable to attend, but he is the

18      leader of the Northeastern District.  And he is on

19      furlough currently.

20                We have from our Community Relations staff,

21      Officer Melanie Malone, Officer Labrie McClendon,

22      Officer Andre Camp and Officer Erik Hill.

23                A little bit about our demographics, but I

24      won't spend too much time on that.  We are located at

25      5100 East Nevada.  And we encompass approximately
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1      28.16 square miles with a population of 125,000

2      residents.  Our borders are east 8 Mile to Woodward

3      Avenue to east 8 Mile Road and Hoover at the north.  To

4      the east, Hoover at east 8 Mile Road to McClellan Avenue

5      and the Detroit River.  To the south, the Detroit River

6      at McClellan to the Detroit River at I-75.  And to the

7      west, I-75 to east McNichols to Woodward Avenue and east

8      8 Mile Road.

9                As I stated before, the Northeastern District

10      is comprised of the 11th and the 7th Precincts.  Some of

11      our major attractions in the Northeastern district are

12      the Eastern Market, beautiful Chene Park, which is a

13      wonderful concert venue and also home to some of our

14      Detroit favorites, notably Faygo Beverages and the

15      Better Made Potato Chip Company.

16                Amongst our goals and objectives, our number

17      one and always number one, to reduce crime.  Secondly is

18      to improve our response times to calls for service.

19      Thirdly and also very important is to increase our

20      community partnerships.  Four is to accelerate

21      compliance with our two federal Consent Decrees, also to

22      develop and implement a plan to increase police

23      visibility and implement crucial department technology.

24                It's difficult to put a numbering on this.

25      They are all very important goals, and we fully plan to
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1      meet them.  Our crime enforcement initiatives are an

2      armed robbery task force.  And this is put together to

3      conduct surveillances using intelligence information to

4      focus on patterns of individuals who have been targeting

5      notably Family Dollar stores.

6                One of our successes occurred recently on

7      April 1st when a subject was arrested in connection with

8      two Family Dollar robberies.  A subsequent search

9      warrant of his home uncovered evidence that tied him to

10      an armed robbery and a shooting in the 10th Precinct as

11      well.  With the warm weather approaching, we plan on

12      instituting a curfew car which will focus on young

13      people out after the designated curfew.

14                This is twofold.  The goals of this are two

15      fold; first of all, to increase the safety of our

16      youths.  We find that when they are out after curfew,

17      very few good things happen.  Secondly is to prevent and

18      be proactive at some of the crime that youths out after

19      curfew tend to be involved in; home invasions, stolen

20      vehicles and larcenies amongst them.

21                We additionally plan on increasing enforcement

22      of parental responsibility ordinances.  Some of our

23      community initiatives are the update -- recent updating

24      of all of our business files with contact information

25      for new entrepreneurs who have a vested business in the
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1      City of Detroit.  We plan to meet with these owners on a

2      quarterly basis to hear their concerns and identify a

3      workable plan of action to help reduce any criminal

4      activity.

5                With the summer months approaching, also we

6      have our east Jefferson Avenue traffic initiative.

7      Traditionally, during the summer months, traffic along

8      the east Jefferson Avenue corridor has created many

9      congestion problems.  We plan on increasing a patrol

10      presence down there.  And our beats that are already in

11      place have been well received by the businesses and

12      residents in the area.  We have begun an initiative with

13      Crime Stoppers beginning on April 1st.  This is a very

14      important initiative in where Crime Stoppers offers a

15      $100 cash incentive to those who provide tips on

16      individuals who are either carrying or storing illegal

17      guns.  And I will note that this is not a gun buy back

18      program.

19                Our Woodward Avenue prostitution initiative

20      has yielded to date over 500 tickets which have been

21      issued to violators.  That continues to be a problem

22      along the Woodward Avenue corridor.  Our police

23      substations -- we have two of them -- are located in the

24      7th Precinct at the Butzel Family Center,

25      7737 Kercheval.  This substation is staffed from
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1      9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., with officers and citizen

2      volunteers.

3                Our 11th Precinct substation is located at

4      20100 Conant in the Bellmont Shopping Center.  This also

5      is operational from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and is

6      staffed with officers and citizen volunteers.  And it

7      provides a full range of police services.

8                Upcoming, we have Police Week, which is a

9      celebration that occurs annually during the month of

10      May.  It allows the citizens in our community to

11      voluntarily show their appreciation to law enforcement

12      personnel who work so diligently to serve them.  It is

13      also a time when we all as a community and as a police

14      department remember our members who have made the

15      ultimate sacrifice and given their lives in the line of

16      duty.

17                National Night Out is an event that occurs

18      annually every August.  It involves the community and

19      the police department uniting and working collectively

20      to bring awareness to the citizens in regard to crime

21      prevention solutions.  This event is a family event, and

22      it features games, food and entertainment.  There is

23      always a large turnout.

24                Our Turkey Bingo occurs on the Sunday before

25      Thanksgiving.  It's an annual event.  And at the end of
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1      the day, each participant goes home with a free turkey.

2      Upcoming on May 6, I would like to remind everybody and

3      extend a warm invitation and welcome to our annual

4      Interfaith Memorial service.  It is held in Greektown at

5      the Old St. Mary's Church.  For those that have never

6      attended, it is truly a moving service.

7                In conclusion, it is my hope that this report

8      will give the Board of Police Commissioners and the

9      citizens of the Northeastern District a brief synopsis

10      of the mission and directives as mandated by our Chief,

11      Ralph L. Godbee, Jr.  The members assigned to the

12      Northeastern District are dedicated and fully committed

13      to providing public safety and stability to our

14      community.  Thank you.

15                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Thank you.  Are there any

16      questions from the Commissioners?  Do you have a date

17      for Police Week?

18                LIEUTENANT ALLEN:  That's usually in the first

19      week of May.  I don't have a hard date for it.  But we

20      will get it.  Third week, 16th to the 20th.

21                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  May 16th to the 20th.

22                LIEUTENANT ALLEN:  I stand duly corrected

23      before the Board.

24                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Any other questions?

25      Assistant Chief?
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1                ASSISTANT CHIEF LOGAN:  Through the Chair, you

2      know, many times -- this is something I really believe

3      in -- the hard work of officers sometimes go unnoticed.

4      I'd like for Lieutenant Allen to tell you about a

5      horrific crime that occurred last week and the fact that

6      his officers were able to bring it to a successful

7      conclusion.  I'd like you to talk about those shootings.

8                LIEUTENANT ALLEN:  Savannah and Charleston,

9      yes.  And that was a very horrific crime.  We had

10      unfortunately six people shot, one fatally.  And through

11      the efforts of our special operations group, headed by

12      Lieutenant Harold Rochon, we were able to bring the

13      individuals that committed that assault to justice.

14      Well, we arrested them; and we will put them through the

15      justice system.  It was a very horrific scene.  I was

16      out there personally.  And it was a dispute over some

17      stolen narcotics.  But there was a very quick and sure

18      response by members of the Northeastern District.

19                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Excellent job.  Thank you.

20      Thank you.  Always good to see you, sir.

21                LIEUTENANT ALLEN:  Good to see you, Chairman.

22      Thank you.

23                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  I want to apprise the

24      audience that Chief Ralph Godbee desperately wanted to

25      be here tonight.  However, unfortunately his family has
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1      suffered the third transition of a member of their

2      family in a very short period of time.  His aunt made

3      her transition.  And he is involved in making the

4      arrangements for that.  So we ask that you would keep

5      the Godbee family in your prayers.  Normally he would

6      not miss a community meeting.  But certainly, he

7      extends his apology.  And we want to make sure that we

8      keep them in our prayers, he and his family.

9                Moving on, Assistant Chief, is there anything

10      else, sir?

11                ASSISTANT CHIEF LOGAN:  No.

12                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Thank you.  Moving on

13      through to the agenda, we have a grant, a couple of

14      grant requests that have come our way.  And I'm going to

15      ask if -- thank you -- may I ask Commissioner White, if

16      you can read those for us.  Thank you.

17                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  As relates to a request

18      to apply for the OJJDP Fiscal Year 2011 Community-Based

19      Violence Prevention Demonstration Program from the

20      United States Department of Justice.  United States

21      Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs,

22      Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention is

23      seeking applications for funding under the Fiscal Year

24      2011 Community Based Violence Prevention Demonstration

25      Program.  Local governments are eligible to apply for
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1      awards up to $2,200,000 with no cash match.

2                The program will extend over a three-year

3      period.  The Mission of the program is to change

4      community norms regarding violence, to provide

5      alternatives to violence when gangs and individuals in

6      the community are making risky behavior decisions and to

7      increase awareness of the perceived risks and costs of

8      involvement in violence among high risk young people.

9                The Detroit Police Department's Criminal

10      Investigations Bureau has been provided with the

11      application instructions and is currently developing a

12      program to fit the guidelines of the grant.  CIB with

13      assistance from Grants and Contracts will submit an

14      application seeking the amount of $2,200,000.  In the

15      event that approval is granted to apply and the award is

16      received, Commander Robert Ennis would serve as the

17      Project Director.  The deadline for this application is

18      May 23rd, 2011.  Upon your approval, the Detroit City

19      Council will be requested to adopt a resolution

20      supporting this application.

21                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Is there a motion?

22                COMMISSIONER RIVERA:  Motion to approve the

23      grant.

24                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Support.

25                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  It's been properly moved
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1      and supported to support the grant.  Any questions?  All

2      those in favor please say aye.

3                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

4                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  All those opposed?  Motion

5      carries.  Second grant, please?

6                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  As relates to the request

7      to apply for the COPS Fiscal Year 2000 -- I'm sorry.

8      It's an acronym.  As relates to the request to apply for

9      the COPS Fiscal Year 2011 Community Policing Development

10      CPD program from the United States Department of

11      Justice's Office of Community Oriented Policing

12      Services.  The United States Department of Justice's

13      Office of Community Oriented Policing Services has

14      announced that they are accepting applications for their

15      COPS Fiscal Year 2011 Community Policing Development CPD

16      program.  Community policing funding should be used to

17      provide organizational strategies which support the

18      systemic use of partnerships and problem solving

19      techniques to proactively address the immediate

20      conditions that give rise to public safety issues such

21      as crime, social disorder and fear of crime.

22                Applicants are encouraged to present original

23      and innovative proposals under one of the following

24      topic areas.  Number one, policing in a new economy.

25      Number two, ethics and integrity.  Number three,
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1      children and youth safety.  Number four, role of

2      Community Policing and Homeland Security.  Number five,

3      Urban Violence.  Number six, open.  Number seven, Tribal

4      Resources Grant Program.  Number eight, basic community

5      policing technical assistance.  Number nine, Critical

6      Response Technical Assistance Program.  And number ten,

7      Core Community Policing Curriculum Program.

8                The Detroit Police Department is determining

9      which topic area to apply under.  Funding can be awarded

10      up to $500,000 with a no cash match for the three-year

11      grant.  The 12th Precinct has been provided with the

12      application instructions and is currently developing a

13      proposal to fit the guidelines of the grant.  In the

14      event that approval is granted to apply and award is

15      received, Inspector Nick Kyriacou of the 12th Precinct

16      would serve as Project Director.  The deadline for this

17      application is April 21, 2011.  Upon your approval, the

18      Detroit City Council will be requested to adopt a

19      resolution supporting this application.

20                COMMISSIONER RIVERA:  Motion to approve the

21      grant.

22                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Support.

23                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  It's been properly moved

24      and supported.  Any questions?

25                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  I do have a question,
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1      through the Chair, to AC Logan.  With the deadline

2      fastly approaching next week, have we already identified

3      which target area we'll be focusing on?

4                ASSISTANT CHIEF LOGAN:  Sir, through the

5      Chair, I've got Inspector Kyriacou from the 12th

6      Precinct.

7                LIEUTENANT FITZGERALD:  Good afternoon.

8      Lieutenant Fitzgerald from the Central District, Charles

9      Fitzgerald.  It's going to be the Central District.  We

10      have a few target areas within the 1st and 13th Precinct

11      we've identified.

12                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  I'm sorry.  I think I got

13      lost.  So it's not going to be the 12th Precinct?  It's

14      going to be the Central District?

15                LIEUTENANT FITZGERALD:  Right, it's going to

16      be the Central District, the 1st and 13th Precinct.

17                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  As it relates to the

18      target areas that were listed, the 1 through 10?

19                LIEUTENANT FITZGERALD:  It would be number

20      five, urban violence.

21                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Can you explain exactly

22      what that is going to entail?

23                LIEUTENANT FITZGERALD:  It's a three-part

24      objective to our grant proposal.  It's going to be --

25      the first part will be a com staff, bi-weekly com staff
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1      meetings.  The second objective is going to be through

2      bed checks, night owl checks through the Michigan

3      Department of Corrections, along with Narcotic

4      Enforcement through DPD and Wayne County Sheriff as

5      another partner.  And then the third objective is going

6      to be the crime prevention strategies with both business

7      and community.

8                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you.

9                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Thank you.  Any other

10      questions?  With the stated changes to the grant as

11      relates to the area of focus, we will -- I ask if you

12      can just amend your motion to reflect the changes.

13                COMMISSIONER RIVERA:  Motion to grant the

14      approval of the grant with the changes as stipulated.

15                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Support.

16                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  It's been properly moved

17      and supported.  Any other questions or discussion?

18      Hearing or seeing none, all those in favor?

19                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

20                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  All those opposed?  Motion

21      carries.  Also for the record, we want to put on the

22      record that this Board has been apprised of three new

23      directives that have been submitted to the Board,

24      Directive 101.9 regarding special purpose committees;

25      Directive 102.5 regarding awards; and Directive 304.6
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1      regarding training.

2                At this time, this is one of our favorite

3      times that as we come out to community groups, because

4      we have the opportunity to say thank you.  Many times,

5      the individual's hard work unfortunately is only

6      recognized after they have gone on to the other side of

7      living.  But I'm glad that we have the opportunity to

8      thank people while blood is still flowing through their

9      veins and while breath is still healthy in their body.

10      And tonight we are very happy and very pleased to honor

11      Evangelist Hatcher from the Northeastern District.  And

12      I'm going to ask if she will come up at this time.

13                (Applause)

14                Commissioner White is going to read the

15      resolution from the Board.  And certainly we have some

16      other things for you as well.  Commissioner White?

17      Thank you, sir.

18                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you.  It's an honor

19      to read this resolution to Evangelist Hatcher.

20      Resolution Honoring Dora Hatcher.  Whereas Ms. Hatcher

21      has been a life time resident of the City of Detroit for

22      47 years, she is a stand-up citizen and active member in

23      her community.  She has helped to assure safe passage to

24      school for children and residents of the Northeastern

25      District.
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1                And whereas Ms. Hatcher plays a major role in

2      the growth and stability of her community.  She started

3      her long involvement with community activism with the

4      late city council president, the Honorable Erma

5      Henderson working on neighborhood clean-up projects,

6      attending neighborhood meetings and City Council

7      meetings.

8                And whereas, Ms. Hatcher is active in her

9      neighborhood, and the qualities displayed by her not

10      only reveal her sincerity and devotion but also

11      emphasizes her loyalty and assistance to the Detroit

12      Police Department.  An example of this is shown by her

13      participation in the Citizens' Police Academy and her

14      dedication as Corresponding Secretary to the

15      Northeastern District's Community Relations Council.

16                And whereas, Ms. Hatcher serves in many

17      capacities.  She has participated in community service

18      activities such as the Motor City Makeover and Angel's

19      Night Out.  She has volunteered for numerous events at

20      the Northeastern District, including the Northeastern

21      District's Annual Easter Egg Hunt, Police Week, Back to

22      School Rally, National Night Out, Haunted House and the

23      Annual Senior Turkey Bingo.

24                Now therefore, be it resolved that the Detroit

25      Board of Police Commissioners, speaking on behalf of the
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1      Detroit Police Department and the citizens of Detroit

2      recognize and honor the community spirit of

3      Ms. Dora Hatcher.  Her commitment to volunteerism and

4      improving the quality of life for the citizens of the

5      Northeastern District and the entire City of Detroit

6      merit our highest regard.  We thank and congratulate

7      you, Ms. Dora Hatcher.  Adopted by the Board of Police

8      Commissioners, April 14, 2011, signed by all

9      Commissioners.  Congratulations.

10                (Applause)

11                ASSISTANT CHIEF LOGAN:  Ms. Hatcher, on

12      behalf of the Chief of Police Ralph L. Godbee, he'd like

13      to present you with the Certificate of Recognition.  And

14      this says to Ms. Dora Hatcher, a resident of the City

15      of Detroit, in appreciation for the following

16      outstanding service and cooperation, for your

17      involvement with the community and services to the City

18      of Detroit, supporting our efforts in the community,

19      demonstrate spirit and commitment that is truly worthy

20      of recognition.  Signed Ralph L. Godbee, Jr., Chief of

21      Police, Detroit, Michigan.

22                (Applause)

23                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Assistant Chief, give me

24      the -- I'm sorry.  One more.  I'm sorry.

25                COMMANDER SROKA:  Hey.  How you doing?  I have
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1      only been here a short time.  But I have gotten to know

2      you and respect you.  And it's my honor that I get to

3      present the Spirit of Detroit Award, presented by the

4      Detroit City Council.  And it his presented here with an

5      expression of the gratitude and esteem of the citizens

6      of Detroit to Mrs. Dora Hatcher in recognition of

7      exceptional achievement and outstanding leadership and

8      dedication to improving the quality of life, which is

9      signed by all the City Council members.

10      Congratulations. Keep up the good work for us, all

11      right?

12                MS. HATCHER:  Good evening.  I'm a lady that

13      talks a lot, but I'm at a loss for words tonight.  But I

14      thank God first for me being here.  And I thank Him for

15      all of you.  And I thank Him for this honor.  And I want

16      to say that I thank God for my husband who is here with

17      me tonight.  And I want to thank God for all of my

18      family and friends that are back here tonight.  Would

19      you all please stand, my family and grandchildren, some

20      of them.  I thank God He is allowed me to live to be the

21      age I am.  I'm 65.  I have like 11 grand and 11 great

22      grand.  And I just thank God today for how good he has

23      been to me.  And I plan to keep on working in the City

24      of Detroit.  I ain't leaving because you know what?  If

25      we don't work together and love one another, our city
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1      won't make it.  Our city will not make it.  And I'm just

2      like most older seniors, I have problems too.  But you

3      know what?  We have to push past those problems.  We

4      have to keep our mind a little more stable.  My mind say

5      I'm 25 y'all, but my body say I'm a lot.

6                I just want to thank you all tonight.  And I

7      want to let you know, Officers, and to our Chairman and

8      everyone here, when you see me hug and kiss our young

9      police officers, I was asked by my Commander who is not

10      here tonight does my husband have a problem with that?

11      Let me tell you why I do that.  Tomorrow ain't promised

12      to us.  I may walk out of here tonight, God forbid I

13      don't and pass out and fall out and die.  And if I have

14      not said goodbye to you, I love you and God bless you, I

15      don't feel right.

16                So, when I hug you and tell you bless you and

17      I love you, it's from my heart because we have to learn

18      to love one another.  You may not like what someone

19      does, but we have to love each other in order to make

20      it.  And again, I thank you so much.

21                (Applause)

22                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Thank you.  The great

23      thing about Evangelist Hatcher is that certainly she

24      supports our effort and she supports the efforts of this

25      Department.  But I appreciate her and her honesty
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1      because when she sees something wrong, she is not shy

2      about letting us know what needs to be corrected.  And

3      we need citizens like that who understands both sides of

4      that coin.  So, we -- again, we thank you and honor you

5      again tonight for your work.

6                The next Board of Detroit Police Commissioners

7      meeting will be held Thursday, April 21st, 2011, 3:00,

8      1300 Beaubien, Room328 A.  It certainly is open to the

9      public.  And we would love to see you there.

10                The time of our agenda now calls for oral

11      communications.  If you wish to address the Board of

12      Police Commissioners, we ask that you come to the podium

13      in the center, give us your name and if you can spell

14      that for the record for us we need that so that we can

15      enter it into the record.  And we also ask that you

16      abide by our four-minute time commitment in order that

17      we may hear from as many persons as possible.  And if

18      you see me trying to stop you, I'm not trying to be

19      rude.  I'm just trying to move it on.  All right.  Thank

20      you.  Good evening.

21                MS. JACKSON:  Good evening.  My name is Kim

22      Jackson, and I'm the president of Northeastern District

23      Community Relations.  Most people come up here to

24      complain.  I'm not going to complain tonight.  I just

25      want to say thank you for the Northeastern District, for
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1      Lieutenant -- okay I'm going to get it right this time

2      -- Lieutenant Rochon, which I saw him back

3      there, and Inspector Sroka and Lieutenant Allen,

4      Commander Lewis.  Those guys are phenomenal.  We

5      couldn't ask for anything better.  And I thank them so

6      much.  They give their heart.  They give their time,

7      they take our complaints, our issues.  I know they sick

8      of me.  But it's okay because I'm there to help.

9                But I just want to say thank you not just to

10      those guys but the whole Northeastern District from our

11      Community Relations on down.  But I do want to say thank

12      you to all of the officers because everybody puts their

13      life on the line every day, even the citizens if you

14      want to know the truth.  But the officers, they're out

15      there.  They have to deal with this.  And I just want to

16      say thank you guys very much.  Thank you.

17                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  I want to thank the

18      Northeastern District for your faith and your patience

19      in the leadership of the Chief because when there was

20      some adjustments in the staff there, certainly there was

21      some anxious hearts.  But we can understand that, that

22      through faith and through patience, you all see that

23      there are plenty of good men and women in uniform.  And

24      there are more good things that can come about.  So we

25      need to thank you for your patience.
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1                MS. JACKSON:  Thank you.

2                MS. MORRIS:  I would be the grim reaper.

3                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  There is no such thing.

4                MS. MORRIS:  Tawana Morris, Fight For Your

5      Rights Investigator.  I do the investigations for the

6      Detroit Coalition Against Police Brutality.  I'm also a

7      retired 25-year officer from the Detroit Police

8      Department.  Of course, when there are complaints, the

9      complaints come to the Coalition.  And it's -- you know,

10      I hate to be the bearer of bad news.  But the truth have

11      to be told, and the City needs to be aware.  So, if we

12      do have bad officers, they need to be dealt with.  Okay.

13                Two comments.  He told me only take two

14      minutes.  But anyway, one, welcome to my home.  This is

15      my church.  Yeah, I go to church.  In the presentation,

16      I would also like to offer, the use of vehicles when

17      they are doing this new program the officer was talking

18      about for this summer, that they use marked vehicles

19      because marked vehicles is another form of deterrent.

20      And using professional ethics because, you know, Detroit

21      is in a pinch right now.

22                And I just came from Lansing yesterday.  And

23      it's tension, serious tension.  So, this summer is going

24      to be tension.  So we need some communication along with

25      the young people as well.  And they need to be taught
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1      how to respect.  And secondly, a concern.  Will the

2      Financial Manager have control over the Police

3      Department?

4                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Well, we don't have a

5      Financial Manager.  And it is my prayer that we will

6      never have a Financial Manager.  But that's my opinion.

7      So it's interesting to me that the State has been in a

8      mounting deficit for years, and no one has ever

9      suggested a Financial Manager for the State of Michigan.

10      But yet when there is money -- and let me say this.

11      When there is money to be directed or redirected, when

12      there is money to be redirected, whether it's the school

13      board, whether it's the City of wherever, then others

14      come from the outside on the inside to direct monies.

15                And we have seen in our past -- this is

16      nothing new -- that when the monies are redirected, they

17      are not redirected to our benefit.  They are redirected

18      for our detriment.  And that's on the record.  And so,

19      we do not have a Financial Manager.  And it is our

20      prayer that the budget that will be passed will reflect

21      the fact that we have no need of a Financial Manager.

22                Unfortunately though, the law that was passed

23      regarding financial managers give them broad powers,

24      sweeping broad powers that I think will still be

25      challenged.  So that remains to be seen.  But we are
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1      going to do everything in our efforts to make sure that

2      we tighten our buckle, our belt, to add to, relieving

3      the pressure of the deficit with the City.

4                MS. MORRIS:  Okay.  One more comment, which is

5      a good comment believe it or not because, you know, we

6      are the watch dogs.  The incident that happened on

7      Ashton and Joy Road when there was a -- I don't want to

8      call it agencies, but a certain agency came into

9      Detroit.  And the situation began to be tensed.  Detroit

10      came in and divided the situation and was able to be

11      effective as well as the FBI came in and they were able

12      to be effective.  And you gain, through the community,

13      it's my understanding because I work through the

14      community, that they appreciated that.  They appreciated

15      that Detroit did come in and settle the situation

16      professionally.  Thank you.

17                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Let me say this to you,

18      Sister Morris, before you take your seat.  And you and

19      others have apologized before you come to the mic.

20      There is no need to apologize for what you need to say.

21      You have a role.  And your role is valid, your role is

22      valuable.  And so no need to apologize.  We want to hear

23      the good, bad and indifferent in order that we may

24      collectively get better quickly.  So we thank you for

25      being that watch tower, Ms. Morris.  Thank you.
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1                MS. REED:  Hello, Commission.  I am Sherry

2      Trumbell-Reed.  You guys have seen my face before.  And

3      I'm so glad that you said that you're open to hear good,

4      bad and indifferent.  I want to give all my thanks to

5      all of you guys and the Detroit Police Department.  And

6      it seems like I have been anointed or whatever to be the

7      squeaky wheel for the citizens of Detroit.

8                Again, I had an unpleasant experience with

9      some police officers today.  And, you know, I just want

10      to say that what do you guys do as far as teaching

11      compassion to your officers?  I know that they're under

12      a lot of stress.  Their jobs are hard.  But people that

13      live in the city are having a rough time too.  So, we

14      need our officers to be compassionate and caring in some

15      sense of the words.

16                I got a call from ADT that my burglar alarm

17      was going off.  So, I was stopped there at a light at

18      Davison and Livernois.  And when the call came in, and I

19      did take off because I, you know, I wanted to get home.

20      They asked me did I want the Police Department to meet

21      me there at my house.  And I said no because I didn't

22      want to get a charge for the officers coming out.  But

23      the officer, when he -- you know, as soon as I crossed

24      the light I saw him.  I pulled over.  And when he came

25      up, I said, officer, I just got a call that my alarm
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1      system has went off.  And he immediately was like, well,

2      what was you 'gonna do when you get there you know?

3      It's just -- it's not what you say, it's how you talk to

4      your citizens.

5                We pay the salaries, and we understand that

6      you guys are under a lot of stress.  But the people in

7      the city is under stress too.  I am not a second class

8      citizen.  And I'm very sure if, you know, when you look

9      at it from the standpoint if it was you, how would you

10      feel?  So, I asked him -- he was very very rude.  He did

11      say he was going to call the alarm company to see if the

12      call came in.  Because I told them not to send the

13      police, it didn't show the report that the alarm had

14      gone off.  But he wrote me a ticket you know.  He was

15      very cruel.  I mean, I lost about 15 minutes to get home

16      to see about my property.  But once I got there,

17      everything was okay.

18                But again, you know, I'm in a forgiving spirit

19      about a lot of things that's going on here in the city.

20      I just have to ask every day that the Lord forgive me.

21      I want to be a benefit in my community.  I work in the

22      community.  And I stand up for my community.  I put my

23      life on the line for my community several times.  I take

24      care of five or six properties around my house to make

25      sure to keep my neighborhood clean.  And I have worked
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1      and communicated with the Police Department.

2                But I don't want to be treated like a second

3      class citizen.  I want the same respect that they would

4      -- that an officer would like to have if somebody

5      stopped his mother or his sister.  Thank you.

6                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Ms. Trumbell, before you

7      go back to your seat, two things.  Certainly we will

8      agree that, you know, the approach of the officers are

9      very important.  So two things.  I am going to ask if

10      you will see our Chief Investigator, Lieutenant Leach,

11      that he may get that report from you because we do want

12      to follow up on that.  And then Commissioner Rivera had

13      something to say as well.

14                COMMISSIONER RIVERA:  Last week, I don't

15      recall seeing you at our meeting.  But we had a

16      presentation by Commander Dwayne Love.  And one of the

17      concerns that I had was about the demeanor of police

18      officers.  And I understand from him -- he did send us

19      the training schedule for the Police Department.  And he

20      has assured us that they will add a course or

21      reemphasize the course on what they call Verbal Judo,

22      which I think is their attempt at being polite.

23                So, he has assured us that that is going to be

24      in the training program in the 40 hours that they get

25      every year.
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1                MS. REED:  That's wonderful.  Thank you.  Just

2      real quick, I don't have any points.  I don't know when

3      I have gotten a written violation.  So it just seems

4      like some things you have to think and you look at the

5      whole situation.  This is an older lady.  She doesn't --

6      if you look at my record, you can see I don't have any

7      problems with traffic.  So it just seems like some

8      things should just automatically click in when a police

9      officer stops a person, you know.  You just don't jump

10      right into attack mode right away.  Okay.  Thank you

11      very much.

12                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Thank you.  Again, before

13      you leave, please make sure you see Lieutenant Leach

14      before you leave.  Yes, sir?  Good evening.

15                MR. MILLER:  Good evening.  My name is Steven

16      Miller, and I appreciate this opportunity to talk to

17      this Honorable Body.  I am here also on a sensitivity

18      issue as it relates to the Mental Health Transport.  On

19      last Thursday, April the 7th, I attempted to follow a

20      court order, having a relative transported.  I had the

21      legal document.  And I want to first of all say that I

22      am very supportive of the Police Department of course.

23      I have previously worked in the Administrative Section

24      of the city and as well as the Legislative Branch of

25      government.  So I'm very familiar with the policies.
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1                And I'd like to say that the officers -- of

2      course we support them one hundred percent.  I have had

3      great experiences.  I have had family members that have

4      served the Police Department, currently serving the

5      Police Department as well as many friends from years of

6      working with the City of Detroit.  However, this

7      particular day, and even with the mental health

8      transport, 98 percent of the officers that have had to

9      come out, I would like to say, they have handled the

10      situation with dignity and with grace.

11                However, that was not the case on

12      April the 7th from Officer Choice and Officer Allen.

13      When they came to the residence, I had of course the

14      legal document from Judge Mahar.  I had sat in his

15      chambers, and the judge had signed the document.  And

16      one of the officers went so far as to ask me for a birth

17      certificate.  And if you look at the Petition for

18      Hospitalization, it doesn't require that you be a

19      relative.  It simply specifies whether a relative,

20      neighbor, peace officer, etc.

21                So, in Michigan, for a 72-hour hold, anyone

22      can do it.  Most of the times, the officers, they come

23      out with a great deal of finesse.  And they usually will

24      talk to the patient and will have the patient say, you

25      know, they will say something to the extent of, you
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1      know, I know you don't want to go.  But legally, this

2      gentleman has gone to court, and the document allows us

3      to take you there.  You'll have your day in court.  And

4      normally that works very well.

5                Well, on this particular day, the officer went

6      back and forth and he told me in fact that the document

7      was not legal because he said it didn't have a seal on

8      it.  Well, not all documents from the court, especially

9      for probate, have seals on them until the official has

10      been done, the official act has been done.  And of

11      course I know a little something about legal having

12      worked for the former General Counsel, the Honorable

13      Sharon McPhail.  And having worked with her for some

14      years since 1992, you can imagine I know a lot of

15      lawyers.  And I'm not going to just bring a document and

16      not be aware of it.  So I was very kind to the officer.

17                However, at one point, I asked him, are you

18      saying that you're not going to transport the patient?

19      And then of course he changed his whole demeanor at that

20      point.  But then of course instead of taking 96 or

21      either 75, which they traditionally do, they decided to

22      take Grand River from Wyoming and Grand River all the

23      way and then of course all the way over to Warren.  And

24      it was just like I didn't understand where this level of

25      resentment was coming from because of course all you're
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1      doing as a relative or even a neighbor or a friend is

2      attempting to get the person the help.  And you're

3      following the guidelines of the probate court.  And so,

4      you know, we expect that that should go smoothly.  It's

5      not like we made these documents up.  They are official

6      documents.  And maybe they need to understand.  I'm

7      going to assume they don't know.

8                At one point when the officer said he couldn't

9      read the documentation, he asked me if the actions had

10      happened that day.  The law doesn't require that they

11      happen that day.  You in fact have ten days to execute

12      it, which I was executing the very next day.  And so,

13      you know, it was just unnecessary I think.  And they had

14      been there before.  And so, you know, my grandmother

15      used to always say if something happens once it's a

16      fluke.  If it happens twice, it's sure to happen a third

17      time.

18                I am not attempting to see a third time.  I'm

19      also on the Littlefield Community Association Board as

20      well as others.  So I'm still doing community work, love

21      the City of Detroit, will continue to do that work.  The

22      police, I can say they service our community very well.

23      When we have had situations, of course, I've even gone

24      as far as to testify when we have apprehended

25      perpetrators because I understand that it's very
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1      frustrating to the officers when they go so far and they

2      work so hard and then they won't get someone to go to

3      court, of course the charges won't stick.  So, I am, you

4      know, a full-fledged citizen.  And I believe in going

5      the extra mile.  And of course when I have the legal

6      documents, I expect it to be handled properly.

7                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Mr. Miller, just a few

8      things.  First of all, thank you for coming tonight.

9      And we appreciate the detail that you have given us to

10      follow up on.  And again, I want to ask that you would

11      see Lieutenant Leach, who is now in the back of the

12      hallway now when he gets through with Ms. Trumbell.

13      But Assistant Chief, do you have anything?

14                ASSISTANT CHIEF LOGAN:  Yes, sir.  You

15      mentioned Littlefield and they took Grand River.  That

16      leads me to believe that was in the Southwest District?

17                MR. MILLER:  Southwest District, you're

18      correct.

19                ASSISTANT CHIEF LOGAN:  Who is here from

20      Southwest?  Inspector Montgomery will also look into

21      this.

22                MR. MILLER:  Yes, sir.  I also wanted to say

23      that our Community Relations Officer, Officer Williams,

24      she's doing a great job.

25                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Thank you, sir.
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1                MS. ROMANO:  Good evening, everyone.  My name

2      is Anna Romano.

3                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Could you spell that for

4      us for the record into the mic?

5                MS. ROMANO:  R-o-m-a-n-o.  I have attended

6      quite a few of these meetings.  But it seems that we

7      seem to fail to recognize the tireless and endless

8      efforts that these officers are doing within our

9      community.  I would like to acknowledge the Northeast

10      District and Lieutenant Rochon and his crew on the

11      tremendous effort that they have been doing and the

12      great tremendous job they have been doing at the

13      district.  And it seems that I've come to meetings, we

14      talk about everything from tow to different problems.

15      But we never acknowledge these officers.

16                And I did listen to Lieutenant Allen, and he

17      really summed it up.  And I think it's wonderful, and

18      they should be acknowledged.

19                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Absolutely.  And we have

20      said it before, and maybe we don't say it as often as we

21      should.  But without question, the overwhelming

22      majority, as Mr. Miller said, 98 percent of the time

23      when they come to his house, it's been great.  The

24      overwhelming majority of officers who work for the

25      Detroit Police Department do an outstanding job day in
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1      and day out.  So certainly, we can do more to

2      acknowledge those efforts.  So we echo your voice.

3                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Mr. Chair, if I could,

4      Ms. Romano, correct me AC if I'm wrong, I think you

5      announced a few weeks ago, on the department's website,

6      not only can you file a complaint against an officer,

7      but you can also recommend an officer for -- it's coming

8      soon, not up yet.  Maybe AC can speak to it.

9                COMMISSIONER RIVERA:  We are going to have our

10      own ribbon the Board will be allowed to award.  So --

11                MS. ROMANO:  I hope it's coming real soon

12      because it seems like we have got a forum for complaints

13      but nothing to commend a person.

14                COMMISSIONER RIVERA:  As soon as it's

15      available --

16                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  It's done.  And we want to

17      wait until we do the formal announcement.  But it's

18      done.  But we probably about six or eight months ago

19      recognized the fact that there are just some guys and

20      ladies who are doing an outstanding job on the force.

21      And like you, we felt like that our job has been

22      fielding complaints and handing out reprimands.  But we

23      as the Board, we wanted to recognize those officers who

24      are going over and beyond the call of duty.  And really

25      soon, next week or so, we will announce our award that
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1      we will be giving out to the officers as well.

2                MS. ROMANO:  Wonderful.  Thank you so much.

3                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Thank you.  Are there

4      others wishing to address the Board?

5                COMMISSIONER RIVERA:  I would just like to say

6      while we have a moment here that -- and I will be

7      speaking with you later, Lieutenant Rochon.  But that we

8      have heard a lot of very good things about what's going

9      on at Northwest.  Are you in charge of Community

10      Relations?  I'm sorry, Northeast.  I'm from Southwest.

11      What do you want?  You get me past Woodward -- I would

12      like to speak to you about the towing issue.  And I'd

13      like to put that on the record next week.

14                MS. ELSASSER:  Good evening.  How are you?  My

15      name is Kayla Elsasser.  That's E-l-s-a-s-s-e-r.  I'm

16      going to very brief.  I would like to applaud every man

17      and woman, two-legged and four-legged, that wear blue

18      and protect and serve us here in the City of Detroit.  I

19      have only lived here eight years.  And in that eight

20      years, I have volunteered that entire time through

21      community relations.  And I have met and worked with

22      incredible men and women, dedicated.  Do we all make

23      mistakes?  Absolutely.  That officer that pulled that

24      lady over, he was having probably a bad day like I am

25      because I couldn't go home and change before I came
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1      here.  So, it's a bad day.

2                But I applaud them all.  And it is a way if

3      someone is doing something we might want to change, to

4      present it.  And I would ask that the citizens of the

5      City of Detroit, when you present your issue -- not a

6      complaint, let's make it an issue -- that you take that

7      into consideration.  And trust me, I have presented

8      issues in a friendly way I Hope.  Sergeant Carrie can

9      attest to that.  Northeastern District, I have lived in

10      for three years.  It's different from Central.  That's

11      where I came from.  And Lieutenant Harold Rochon, I'm

12      going to applaud him again.  I have never known this man

13      -- and I have only known him now about six or eight

14      months.  He is incredible.  He puts in the time.  He

15      does the work.  And everyone supports him and helps him

16      over there.

17                The Community Relations Officers are great.

18      Command is great.  And you have a good Police

19      Department.  So, I applaud you, and I thank every one of

20      you that have taken care of us for years, and we

21      appreciate it.  Thank you.

22                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Thank you.

23                COMMISSIONER RIVERA:  Through the Chair, I

24      just want to -- all those nice things I have told you

25      about Lieutenant Rochon, he can't make pancakes.
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1                MS. PANNELL:  My name is Sharon Pannell,

2      P-a-n-n-e-l-l.  I'm from the Barton-McFarland

3      Neighborhood Association.  And I got involved with them

4      because I had a break-in in my home.  And I just want to

5      personally tell Commander Serda, Commander Fair, thank

6      you because without them -- I was terrorized because I

7      had never been broke into in my life.  I have been

8      living on Hartwood for 30 years.  I worked for 35 years

9      with the phone company.  I worked all my life, raised

10      two boys in this city, which 21 years in the army one

11      son, and my other son is an FBI agent.  I raised them by

12      myself.

13                So when I got broke into, I was like crazy,

14      you know.  So I called the police station every three

15      days.  I know they get sick of me.  But I just

16      personally want to say thank you.  Thank you.

17                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Thank you, Mrs. Pannell.

18      I appreciate you.  Thank you.

19                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Yes, ma'am.

20                MS. JOHNSON:  Hi.  It's my first time in this

21      situation; So bear with me.  My name is Darlene Johnson.

22      I have lived in the City of Detroit for five years.  And

23      unfortunately my experience has not been so well.  I

24      have had to call the police about eight times for my car

25      being stolen.  And the thief was actually in the car,
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1      outrageous neighbors, squatters, all types of things.

2      And out of the seven or eight times I called, I only had

3      two responses from the police.  They never showed, never

4      called back.  And it's very disheartening.

5                And also there's no quality of life calls,

6      what I call quality of life calls.  If you have

7      outrageous neighbors that are, you know, blasting their

8      music at 2:00 in the morning, it seems like there's no

9      police force or availability for people to come out and

10      address quality of life issues is what I call them.

11                But the other two problems I have with the

12      Detroit Police -- and I'm sure officers are going to

13      hate me for this.  I would like to see a patrol car

14      going down the street without both officers on a

15      personal cell phone.  How can you patrol the streets

16      when both of you are on a cell phone?  Now, it's --

17      there's laws against driving with cell phones.  There's

18      laws against texting.  But I cannot recall the last time

19      I have seen one of your officers, if not one or both of

20      them on the phone, on their cell phones.  To me they

21      should not be allowed to carry them.  Obviously, if

22      there's a crisis or an emergency in their family, they

23      can be reached.  And they should follow the same

24      standards that most employees have.

25                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  One second.  I'm going to
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1      ask if we can close that door so we can hear a little

2      bit better because the voices aren't carrying very well

3      in this room.  And if we can take our side conversations

4      outside, that would be very helpful so that everyone can

5      hear our speakers.  Thank you.

6                MS. JOHNSON:  So that's really a big thing for

7      me.  You cannot be doing your job if you are on a cell

8      phone.  You cannot be gazing and looking.  And another

9      thing is, you know, in the area that I'm in, people run

10      red lights right in front of officers, and they are not

11      pursuing.  And then there could be -- I know that you

12      guys go to calls that we don't see, and you have to rush

13      to situations.  But for an officer to come zooming by me

14      on Outer Drive with no lights on and blowing lights with

15      to me no apparent reason because I don't obviously know

16      what his call was.  But there should be lights.  If a

17      police officer is in the pursuit of something or on his

18      way somewhere, he shouldn't just be zooming through

19      traffic and blowing lights.  He should have his signals

20      on.  He should be made seen and known.

21                And that happens a lot.  I'm not exaggerating.

22      Almost every other day we see a police officer just go

23      pull up to the light, see the traffic is clear and just

24      blow through it and not even in a hurry or turning with

25      no signals.  How can you expect an average citizen to
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1      follow and obey your traffic rules when you have police

2      officers out there that aren't?  So thank you for your

3      time.

4                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Thank you.  I'm going to

5      ask if the Chief might want to respond.  Ms. Johnson,

6      if you can stay there for one second, the Chief might

7      want to respond to some of those issues.

8                ASSISTANT CHIEF LOGAN:  Through the Chair,

9      I'll see if I can find the district Ms. Johnson lives

10      in.  And I'd like to put her in touch with --

11                MS. JOHNSON:  I live on Outer Drive and 94.

12      And I have had no response from the police.  And, you

13      know, I seriously mean, there was -- the thief was in my

14      car.  I walked out and caught them.  I was scared.  I

15      didn't even know how to turn my car off.  I called

16      again.  Nobody came.  I called again.  Nobody came.  I

17      finally had to call somebody from way across town to

18      come over and help me shut off my car because the thief

19      was -- I didn't know if the thief was still in the area.

20                ASSISTANT CHIEF LOGAN:  I'm going to direct

21      her to Commander Dolant.

22                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  See Commander Dolant.

23      He'll speak to you right now.  Thank you.

24                MS. JOHNSON:  Thank you for your time.

25                COMMISSIONER RIVERA:  In defense, a lot of
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1      times when I was a police officer, we were calling in

2      reports and things like that.  So, not every time you

3      see an officer on a cell phone, they are not always, you

4      know, talking to their friends.  Sometimes it's just

5      easier for us to rather than sit in the precinct and

6      waste our time in there, it's better to be on the street

7      and call your reports in.  So, a little defense there.

8                MS. SMITH:  Good evening to the Commissioners,

9      to you Chief Logan.  Good seeing you again.  Bernice

10      Smith, political activist.  I am so delighted to see

11      these guests here in our neighborhood, I mean, my

12      neighborhood.  I am a mid-city representative and also

13      my officers, always glad to see them.

14                But my concern tonight is the budget that the

15      Mayor went before the Council and stated.  One in

16      particular subject was, is it true that he is thinking

17      about it, getting -- cutting on the Police Department

18      and the Fire Department?  I mean, the statement was

19      made.  And I was quite concerned about it.  And of

20      course I'm going into it anyway as far as I'm concerned,

21      not coming to you, I'm going to him when I see him.  But

22      the fact is I think that's atrocious.   Look what's

23      happening to Flint.  They got six police officers on

24      their force.  Now, is the Mayor thinking -- you know,

25      how is he thinking?  Who is telling him?



4/14/20114/14/2011

Page 49

1                I have looked at his booklet.  Most of you

2      have seen the directory of all the employees.  He has

3      nine, assistant to the Mayor, assistant to the Mayor.

4      Come on.  This is ridiculous.  I don't know even why we

5      got an assistant to the Mayor's wife.  What is she doing

6      down there?  What is going on?

7                But anyway, I am concerned about the Police

8      Department because being number one on the Police

9      Department -- which I haven't got my certificate yet

10      since 1973, which I am still working on it.  I just want

11      to let you know, the Police Department has done wonders

12      in my estimation.  I have no problems with them.  I get

13      along with them.  I go to the meetings every Thursday.

14      And most of you citizens should come down there also,

15      and then you will see what the police are doing.  They

16      take care of the bad, and they take care of the good.

17                So I don't want you to feel as though that

18      it's all one way.  The Police Department is doing a good

19      job.  They are handicapped because they do not have the

20      employment and more police to help them out because they

21      can't do it all on their own.  And I know this for a

22      fact.

23                And as far as the cell phone is concerned, I

24      -- that's kind of hard to believe that two policemen are

25      on the cell phone while they driving.  But anyway, I
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1      don't doubt what she's saying.  But it's kind of

2      unbelievable.  But the fact is it may be.  I wasn't

3      there, neither was you.

4                But the fact is the Police Department is doing

5      the best that they can.  And I want the people and the

6      citizens of this city to know, give them a break because

7      they are at a handicap now.  The budget is being cut in

8      every way.  I was at the rally yesterday in Lansing.  I

9      saw what the people are doing.  And I imagine most of

10      you do not know what's going on in this city, the water

11      plus the pensions.  We got to worry about their pensions

12      and everybody else's pensions.  So, be kind to the

13      Police Department.  That's my advice to all of you.

14                (Applause)

15                MS. HATCHER:  You all already know who I am.

16      I have a few things I want to say.  First of all --

17                OFFICER BELL:  Say your -- repeat your name,

18      please.

19                MS. HATCHER:  I am Evangelist Dora Hatcher.

20      The young lady that was up here is some of my

21      grandchildren's mother, Ms. Johnson.  And I want to say

22      not only to her but y'all of you know I'm pulling from

23      the hip -- if you get out and you go to some of the

24      meetings like this meeting and your Community Relations

25      meetings and you get to know who your Commanders are in
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1      your area and who your Lieutenants are or whatever,

2      maybe we can help this problem.  But if you sit at home

3      and you don't go to meetings, you don't know what's

4      going on.

5                And so I'm glad tonight I was honored so that

6      she could come and see now that she can go to meetings

7      and express what's going on and needs to get involved

8      because once you involved, then as the lady said, you

9      know what's going on.  We have good officers.  Let's be

10      real, and we got some just there for the paycheck.  I'm

11      sorry.  I already know that.  I'm human.  They are

12      human.  I don't knock it.

13                But our police officers I know in the

14      Northeastern District, they go their limit.  I want to

15      thank my police officers out of the Northeastern

16      District.  They go their limit.  And I do believe No. 9

17      does the same thing.  But you ain't going to get

18      cooperation from everybody.  You don't get cooperation

19      from everybody in the church.  So we just start there

20      and move on down.

21                (Applause)

22                MR. MOORE:  Good evening to the Commissioners,

23      to our Chief and to Detroit's finest and to the family

24      that's here.  My name is Edward Moore.  I am the liaison

25      of the Honorable Kwame Kenyatta, our Detroit City
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1      Councilman, bringing warm greetings from his office.  My

2      purpose of standing before you is to recognize Ms. Dora

3      Hatcher.  This is not the first time I have seen her.

4      In the last five years, she's been coming to 1300

5      Beaubien.  So I want to thank you from me personally and

6      also from Councilman Kenyatta's office for all the good

7      work that we have seen you doing for our city.  The

8      Councilman might not know your face but he does know

9      your name because I have put you on my report.  So,

10      continue on doing the good work for our city.

11                I'd like to say to the Board, we are pleased

12      as always to see you all of you all in the community.

13      Keep doing the good work for us as citizens and also for

14      Detroit's finest.  And one other thing.  I'd like to

15      recognize Detroit Police Reserves is in the house.

16      Thank you.

17                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Thank you.

18                (Applause)

19                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  Seeing no other comments,

20      at this time, I will entertain a motion to adjourn the

21      meeting.

22                COMMISSIONER RIVERA:  So moved.

23                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Support.

24                CHAIRMAN WARFIELD:  It's been properly moved

25      and supported.  All those in favor?
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1                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

2                COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Ladies and gentlemen,

3      thank you so much.  Have a good night.

4                          (Proceedings concluded at 7:50 p.m.)
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1                      CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

2
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